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1853 Dah lon ega m in t .
1859 Dah l on ega m i n t .

Gold .

gflfiehl
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1865 P e r f e c t b r i l l i an t p r oo f
1866 B r i l l i a n t p r oo f

Go l d . Ge orgi a .

Gol d .

Nor th Ca ro l i n a
,
C . B e c h t l e r .

C . B e ch t l e r .
Go l d .

Caro l i n a go l d . 67 G . 2 1 Ca ra t s .

Geo rgi a .

C . B e ch t l e r .

0

128 C . 22 Cara t s .
64 G . 22 Cara t s .

Ve ry f i n e .

Ext r em e ly f i n e
Ve ry f i n e

1864 Un c i rc u l a t e d

V e ry good
Ext r em e l y f i n e .

S t r i c t l y f i n e

V ery f i n e
V e ry good

C . B e c h t l e r a t Ru th e r fo rd . Ve ry f i n e
1849 O regon Go l d .

1849 M o rmon Go l d . V e ry good
1850 Mormon Gold . Ve ry goo d
1860 Mormon Gol d . Ve ry good

1853 Moffa t t Co.

1852 Was s , Mol i t o r Co .

F i n e . .

Fi n e
V e ry goo d

( 1849) M in e r s B a nk . Ext r eme l y f i n e
1852 .

1850 B al dw in Co.

185 1 .

185 1 880Thou s .

185 1 887 Th ou s .
185 1 880Thou s .
1852 887 Th ou s .
1852 887 Th ou s .

Abou t f i n e

887 Thou s .

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ve ry
F i n e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Ve ry f in e
V e ry goo d
Ve ry good
F i n e fo r c o i n
F i n e

1849 Ab ou t f i n e
1860 Cl ark 81 Co .

1861 Cl a rk
,
G rub e r Co .

1861 C l a rk , Grub e r Co.

Ab ou t u n c i r cu l a t ed
1860 Cla rk

,
Grub e r Co. F in e

Ve ry goo
F i n e .

1793 Cen t . Lib e r ty Cap v ar i e ty
,
Cro sby 12-L . Ve ry good . .

1793 Ce n t . Cro sby 14-K . Rev . weak
,
Obv . b o l d

1794 Cen t . Hays 43 . Ext r eme ly f i n e
1795 Cen t . Ext r emel y f i n e
1795 Cen t . Th i n p l an ch e t . Un c i r cu l a t e d
1795 Cen t . So—ca l l e d J e ffe r s o n h e ad . Good
1796 Cen t . Gi l b e r t C -D . S t r i c t l y f i n e .

1797 Cen t . C l os e da t e . Un c i r cu l a t e d
1800 ov e r 1799 . Cen t . Ve ry f i n e
1802 Cen t . Ext r em el y f i n e
1803 Cen t . Smal l 3 . Un c i r cu l a t e d
1804 Cen t . Extreme ly f i n e
1805 Cen t . B lun t 1 i n d a t e . Fi n e
1806 Cen t . Ext r em e ly f i n e
18 12 Cen t . Unc i r cu l a t e d
18 13 Cen t . Unc irculatecl

1823 Ce n t . R e- s t r i k e . fi r i gh t p roo f
1825 Cen t . Un c i r cu l a t ed
1827 Ce n t . Un c i r cu l a t e d
1838 Re d Pr oo f

H ead of 1840. Un c i r cu l a t ed
Smal l C e n t . Prac t i ca l l y u n c i r cu la t e d
B ron ze Ce n t . t h i c k p lanc li et . Un c i r cul a t e d

1486 Au s t r ia , Dol l a r . F i n e for coin
1013 Two Pe s o . Zapat a c o i n age . Ve ry f i n e
Fo re i gn Gol d . 1629 B run sw i ck Lunneburg .

Fi n e
19 15 O axaca

,
M e x i c o

,
Fi v e Pe s o s . Un c i r cu l a t e d

19 15 Two Pe so s . M one i la Prov i s i on a l D o s Pe s o s
.

1839

1856

1863

Un c i rcu lat e d .
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W ith The Ed itor

B i r t h day ann i v e r s ar i e s a r e s e r i ou s ev en t s , an d Ou r M on th ly i s c e l eb ra t i ng
i t s t oday . W e can har dly r ea l i z e t ha t i t h a s e n t e r e d up on i t s n i n t h ye a r , bu t

i t i s so. Lo n g ago i t l ea r n t t o wal k an d b e fo re i t wa s a yea r old i t c ou l d s ta n d
a l on e

,
a n d t oday i s qu i t e n imb l e on i t s f e e t . I t t rave l s l ong d i s t a nc e s a n d i n

fac t i s a s much a t hom e i n t h e N ew E n gl a n d s ta t e s an d th e Pac ifi c Coa s t a s i n
th e M i d d l e W e s t . I t i s no s t range r i n t h e gr e a t D omi n i o n to ou r n or th , a n d
i s e qua l ly a t h ome on t h e S ev en Sea s . Th e gr ea t r e sp on s i b i l i ty o f ke e p i ng an
eye on t h e you ng t rav e l ler i s l e s s en e d by th e many fr i e nd s i t h as made on i t s

t r i p s du r i ng th e p a s t few year s . To a l l su ch fr i e n d s w e ex t e nd ou r th a n k s an d
t ru s t t ha t t h e i r k i n dn e s s w i l l c on t i nu e t h rough 1918 .

Is Our Mont h ly to B e Found i n Your Pub l ic L ib rary ?
Th e M on th ly ha s i t s fr i e nd s . A Canad i an sub sc r i b e r ha s i n s t ru c t e d u s to

fo rwa rd c op i e s of i t du r i n g 19 18 to two Pub l i c L i b ra r i e s , t h o s e a t To ron t o ,
Canada

,
an d Lew i s t on

,
Y . On e i s s omewha t l a rge r t h an th e o th e r , bu t bo th

ar e doi n g th e b e s t s o r t o f work . Th e re a r e ma n y me n i n l a rge c i t i e s a nd
smal l e r t own s who u s e t h e Pub l i c L i b ra ry a s a s tu dy and r ead i ng r oom . Some

o f t h e s e a r e doub t l e s s i n t e r e s t e d in
,

coins, o th er s wou l d b e i f th e i r a t t e n t i on

wa s on ly p rop e r ly ca l l e d to th e subj e c t . W e c ommend t h e examp l e o f t h i s sub

s c r i b e r to oth e r s a n d t ru s t i t w i l l b e c op i ed . Th er e mu s t b e many L i b rar i e s i n
t h i s c oun t ry th a t wou l d b e gl ad to p l a c e t h e M on t h ly on fi l e . Try th i s p l a n i n

you r own Li b ra ry .

More Medals for Our Soldiers and Sai lors
Th e Ame r i c an Numi smat i c Soeeity of New York i s a lways t o t h e fron t i n

t h e i n t e r e s t o f Numi smat i c s . I t i s to b e gr ea t ly c ommen ded fo r t h e good work

i t i s d o i n g a t p r e s e n t i n supp o r t i ng a b i l l t o b e i n t rodu c e d i n t o Congr e s s

c r ea t i n g mor e medal s fo r ou r so l d i e r s an d s a i l o r s e ngage d i n th e p r e s e n t gr ea t

wa r . Th e amb i t i o n t o w i n a d e c ora t i on for mi l i ta ry s e rv i c e i s a gr e a t in
c ent iv e t o t h e man wh o i s figh t i n g fo r h i s cou n t ry an d th e f r e e dom and

d emoc ra cy o f th e wor l d .
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Ou r c ou n t ry i s away b eh i n d i n t h e ma t t e r o f m e da l s
'

a s r ewa rd s fo r

b rav e ry an d d i s t i ngu i s h e d c o n du c t i n t h e fi e l d . To r eme dy t h i s wan t , t h e b l ll
i s t o b e p r e s e n t e d t o Congr e s s .

A l l t h e n a t i o n s o f Eu rop e figh t i ng a t p r e s e n t r e c ogn i z e a n d r ewa r d t h e
va l o r o f t h e i r s o l d i e r s by b e s t owi ng t h e s e h igh l y p r i z e d d i s t i n c t i o n s . Th e

s o l d i e r s o f t h e B r i t i s h Emp i r e h av e a lway s th e V i s i o n o f t h e V . C . (Vi c to r i a

Cro s s ) , fi r s t c r e a t e d i n 1856, b e fo r e t h e i r eye s . Th i s h a s two d i ff e r e n t r ibb o n s ,
r e d fo r t h e A rmy an d p a l e b lu e fo r t h e Navy . Th e i n t r i n s i c v a l u e i s sma l l . I t
i s on l y a b ro nz e c r o s s ma d e f r om c ap tu r e d c a n n on , b ea r i ng t h e wo rd s “FOR
VALOUR

,

” bu t t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f i t m ean s mu c h t o th e r e c ip i e n t , a n d i t i s
v a l u e d a l ik e by s o l d i e r s a n d s a i l o r s o f a l l r an k s

,
wh e t-h e r F i e l d M a r s h a l o r

Adm i ra l— p r i va t e o r ab l e s e aman .

B e s i d e s t h e V . C . ,
t h e B r i t i s h h av e o th e r h o no r s fo r b r av e ry . Fo r c om

m i s s i on e d o ffi c e r s th e D . S . O . (D i s t i n gu i s h e d S e rv i c e O rd e r ) 1886, a n d th e

M . C . (M i l i t a ry C ro s s ) 1914. Fo r n on - c ommi s s i o n e d o ffi c e r s a n d m e n t h ey
h av e t h e D . C . M . (D i s t i n gu i s h e d Con du c t M e da l ) 1853 . Th i s i s awa r d e d fo r
d i s t i n gu i s h e d con du c t i n t h e fi e l d . Th e M . M . (M i l i t a ry M eda l ) 19 16. Th e
S t . Geo rge’s C ro s s , a n d t h e M eda l o f S t . Ge o rg e— c o n s i s t o f fou r c l a s s e s .

Th e ga l l an t F r e n c h h av e th e Medaille
’

M ilitaire, 1852 ; an d t h e Cr o ix d e

Gu e r r e
,

”
1915 . So l d i e r a n d nu r s e a l ik e c a n w i n t h i s C r o s s , a n d why n o t ? Fo r

t h e b rav e s t s o l d i e r i s n o b rav e r t h a n th e nu r s e wh o h a s won t h i s h o n o r by
b r av e ry u nd e r fi re— t e n d i ng t h e wou nd e d wh i l e t h e s h e l l s bu r s t ov e rh e a d .

We t ru s t t h a t t h e c l a i m s o f t h e Amer i c an nu r s e w i l l n o t b e o v e r l o ok e d i n
t h i s r e s p e c t i n t h e b i l l t o b e b rou gh t b e fo r e Con gr e s s .

Unc le George’s Let t er to H is Nephew J ohn
I n ou r fi r s t v ol ume w e pub l i s h e d s e v e r a l l e t t e r s b e tw e e n Un c l e G e o rge

a n d h i s n e ph ew J oh n . Th e s e a t t r a c t e d c on s i d e r ab l e a t t e n t i o n a t t h e t i m e a n d
we r e p opu l a r w i th ou r r e ad e r s . Unc l e Ge o rg e h a n de d out s ome go o d a dv i c e

t o Joh n , who r e c e i v e d i t s om ewh a t r e s p e c t fu l l y, a n d wh e n o c c a s i o n a ro s e ,
ha nd e d a pun ch o r tw o b a ck wi t h i n t e r e s t i n v i gorou s fa sh i on . Th e o l d ge n t l e
man d i d n o t a lway s h av e i t h i s own way—n e i th e r d i d Joh n .

We hav e i n du c e d U n c l e t o s t a r t a f r e s h
,
a l s o Joh n

,
a n d an o l d - t im e l e t t e r

w i l l b e fou n d e l s ewh e r e .

We wou l d ca l l t h e a t t en t i o n o f ou r r e ad e r s t o a l e t t e r f r om Unc l e Ge o rge
t o b e fou n d on p age 68 i n ou r M ay

, 1908 , i s s u e :

Rega rd i n g my own an d my n ep h ew’s l e t t e r s
,
I r eg r e t t h a t

any o f you r r e ad e r s sh ou l d j ump a t wr o ng co n c l u s ion s . Th e
l e t t e r s a re w r i t t e n i n a l l go od h umo r an d a r e n o t a im e d a t a ny

pa r t i cu l a r me n . I am n o t
‘

kn ock i n g’ an y pa r t i cu l a r d e a l e r
,
a nd

i f I wr i t e Joh n r e ga rd i n g t h e p ra c t i c e s o f a c e r t a i n c l a s s of

c ol l e c t o r s , I s h a l l b e r e fe r r i n g to a c l a s s
,
an d n o t t o i n d i

v i du a l s .

”

UN CLE GEORGE .

We qu o t e t h e ab ov e at h i s s p e c i a l r eq u e s t
.
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The Hal ifax, Nov a Scot ia,
Horror

Te grea t maj o r i ty of Ame r i can co l l e c t o r s kn ow th i s Canad ia n c i ty ch i e f ly

t h rough t h e var i ou s t ok en s i s su e d by i t s me rc han t s ove r one hund red years

ag o . I t i s r e por t e d t ha t ov e r t h r e e hu n d re d p eop l e l o s t t h e i r s i gh t
,
an d a

g un we igh i ng ove r one t on wa s ca r r i e d fou r m i l e s away by th e fo rc e of th e

exp l o s i o n . Th e sympa thy o f a l l Amer i c a i s w i th th e s t r i c k e n c i ty .

The Num ismat ist . Vol . XXX . N o. 1 2

Th e Numi smat i s t mad e a n exc e l l e n t s t ar t w i th t h i s volume l a s t Janua ry
,

an d what i s b e t t e r , h a s k ep t i t u p to t h e l a s t numb e r . Every i s su e has b ee n

fu l l of good th i n gs , a nd Ame r i c an c ol l e c t o r s a re fo r tu na t e i n de e d i n
.

hav i ng i t

for th e i r gu i d e , ph i l o s oph e r , an d fr i e n d . Every c l a s s of c ol l e c t o r s h ave foun d

h e l p w i th i n i t s p age s du r i ng th e pas t yea r
,
a n d th e wond e r i s how any ca n do

wi thou t i t . O f e sp e c i a l i n t e r e s t fo r s ev e ra l i s su e s hav e be e n M r . Al l e n’s p ap e r s
on Con fed e ra t e Pap e r M o n ey . Noth i ng of e qua l valu e on th i s s e r i e s h a s e ve r
app ea r e d b e fo re . Vol . XXX has many o th e r a r t i c l e s of va lu e— bu t t o men t i o n

a l l wou l d mean ou r g i v i ng th e I nd ex i n fu l l .

The Cent Fam ine in Cal ifornia
Th e p r e s en t war h a s p rov ed too much i n Ca l i fo rn i a for c e r t a i n o

'

l d hab i t s

an d cu s t oms wh i ch
,
s i n c e t h e Un i t ed S ta t e s h av e t ake n up a rms aga i n s t

Ge rmany , h ave h ad to bow to t h e w i l l o f Mar s .

Foremos t among th e ch ange s wh i ch h av e c ome t o th e Pac i fi c Coa s t i s th e
one wh i c h h a s g ive n th e c e n t a s a n ew med ium o f exch ange . Her e t o fo r e wh en

a p e r s on wi sh e d to buy someth i ng wh i c h ca l l e d fo r t h e odd c e n t h e wou l d gi ve

t h e ve n do r t h e mon ey i n an eve n amoun t c ou n t i ng t o th e n ex t s i lve r c o i n . To

hand a man s ev en t e e n c e n t s i n s t e a d o f twen ty b ran de d th e gi v e r a s an Eas t

e rn e r
,
and t h e l ook s wh i ch we r e th rown h i s way we r e of su ch a na tu r e t h a t

t h e m i s tak e on h i s p a r t .wou ld n ev e r oc cu r aga i n . Bu t now al l i s d iff e r en t .
Th e c e n t h a s c ome to t h e p e op l e an d th ey a r e ge t t i ng u s e d t o i t a s mon ey ,
wh i l e i n th e pa s t i t wa s a cu r i o s i ty an d s e l dom s e e n ou t s i d e a co l l e c to r

’
s

cab i n e t . W he n th e amu s emen t t ax wen t i n t o eff e c t i t wa s fou nd t h a t Califor
n i a h ad p rac t i c a l l y no on e -c en t p i e c e s w i th wh i ch t o make ch ange . Th e
t ob ac c o bu s i n e s s wa s th e n ex t th a t ca l l e d for t h e smal l c e n t , an d i t ca l l e d

l ou d ly . Bu s i n e s s men of a l l d e s c r i p t i o n s ca l l e d t o t h e b ank s for th e long

d e sp i s e d bu t n ow much sough t for c o i n . The bank s had no supp l y a n d s o
cou l d n o t s e rv e t h e me r ch an t s . Some th i n g had to b e don e ; t h e pub l i c we r e
app eal e d t o b r i n g t h e i r c en t s wh en th ey wen t sh opp i ng, bu t t h e s t ock o f c en t s
was so smal l t h a t l i t t l e r e l i e f wa s exp e r i e n c e d .

A t l a s t
,
i n d e sp e ra t i on , th e b a nks off e re d a b onu s on al l c e n t s . Th e r e su l t

wa s b e t t e r bu t s t i l l sma l l . I n th e e n d th e b onu s wh i c h wa s b e i n g p a i d ha d
r ea ch e d $40 on th e wo r th o f c en t s an d th e ge n e ra l s i tu a t i o n imp rove d

u n t i l t h e “p en ny menac e” amou n t e d to p rac t i ca l ly no th i n g .
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The Ameri can Num i smat ic A s sociat ion
O B J E CTS— I t s ob j e c t s a r e t o e n cou r age a n d

p romo t e t h e s c i e n c e o f n um i sma t i c s by t h e
a c qu i r em e n t an d s tu dy o f c o i n s , p ap e r m on ey

an d m e da l s ; to cu l t i v a t e f r a t e r n a l r e l a t i o n s

among c o l l e c t o r s an d s tu d e n t s ; t o e n c ou rage
a n d a s s i s t n ew c o l l e c t o r s a n d t o fo s t e r t h e

i n t e r e s t o f y ou t h i n t h e su b j e c t ; t o s t i mu l a t e
a n d advan c e a ffi l i a t i o n s b e tw e e n co l l e c t o r s a n d
k i n d r e d o rgan i z a t i o n s i n t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s an d

fo r e i gn c ou n t r i e s ; t o a c qu i r e a n d d i s p e r s e

num i sma t i c kn owl e dge ; t o fo rm an d ma i n t a i n a
cab i n e t of num i sma t i c s p e c im en s a n d a l i b r a ry

o f num i smat i c l i t e ra tu r e fo r t h e u s e an d b e n efi t

of i t s m emb e r s
,
an d t o d emon s t ra t e t h e fa c t t h a t

num i sma t i c s i s a n e du c a t i o n a l , s e r i ou s a n d en

ter taining pu r su i t .

ORGAN I ZAT ION— Th e Amer i c an Num i s
ma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n i nv i t e s to memb e r s h i p a l l

wor th y p e r s on s wh o h av e a s i n c e r e i n t e r e s t i n

t h e subj e c t o f num i sma t i c s , wh e t h e r t h ey c o l

l e c t c o i n s
,
meda l s o r p ap e r mon ey ; wh e t h e r

advan c e d o r you ng c o l l e c t o r s , o r wh e t h e r i n t e r

ested i n t h e su bj e c t w i t h ou t b e i ng c o l l e c t o r s .
Th e A s s o c i a t i o n wa s fou n d ed i n 189 1 , a n d

h a s ab ou t 700 a c t i v e a n d h on o ra ry m emb e r s i n

n ea r l y e v e ry S t a t e i n t h e Un i on
,
i n C a na da

,
a n d

i n s ev e ra l fo r e ign cou n t r i e s . I t i s a n incorpo

ra t e d b ody , h av i ng b e en gran t e d a F ed e r a l
Ch a r t e r by an A c t of Congr e s s i n 19 12 .

I t i s p u r e l y a mu tua l o rga n i z a t i o n . Non e o f

i t s o ffi c e r s r e c e i v e s a s a l a ry . F r om th e a n nu a l W A LDO C . MOO R E
du e s an d e n t r an c e fe e s t h e exp e n s e s o f p r i n t i n g

, N ew,y E lec t ed C h airma n
p o s t age , s t a t i o n e ry , e t c .

, a re p a i d . B oard of Gov er n ors

CA RL W URTZ B AC H

E lec t ed Pres id e n t 1 9 17

Orgin of t he Dol lar
Th e wo rd do l l a r wa s i n ou r l angu age a t l e a s t 300 yea r s ago

,
fo r i t i s

u s e d by Shake s p ea re s ev e r a l t im e s . I t i s s u pp o s e d t h a t t h e wo rd wa s i n u s e i n
Lon don i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n tu ry

,
h av i ng b e e n b rou gh t i n by

t h e No r t h Ge rman m e r ch an t s , wh o man age d th e t r ad e o n t h e B a l t i c a n d i n
Ru s s i a .

“

Dol l a r app ea re d fi r s t i n a n Engl i s h d i c t i o n a ry i n 1745 . I t i s a b o rr owe d
wo rd , b e i n g th e Ge rma n “

th a l e r .
”
Th e c o i n s i s s u e d b y t h e m i n t i n Jo a ch im s

th a l w e r e ca l l e d J oach im sthalers. When o th e r m i n t s w e r e e s t ab l i s h e d
,
t h e

“

J oa ch im s
”

wa s d r op p e d , an d th e c o i n s w e r e ca l l e d s i mp ly “t h a l e r s
.

Th e do l la r wa s adop t e d b y Con gre s s a s t h e u n i t of ou r cu r r e n cy o n Au g u s t
5
,
1785 . I t wa s t o c o n t a i n gra i n s o f pu r e s i l v e r ; bu t wh en t h e m i n t was

e s t ab l i s h e d i n 1792 , t h e r e qu i r em e n t wa s r e du c e d to gra i n s o f pu r e s i l v e r
.

The coniag e o f do l l a r s b ega n i n 1794.
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A Letter from Unc le Georg e to H is Nephew John
My D ea r J ohn
I wa s mu ch p l e a s e d to r e c e iv e you r l e t t e r of r e c en t da t e an d l ea r n t ha t you

have agai n tu rn e d to c o l l e c t i ng an d w i l l s t a r t a fr e s h from whe re you l e f t off.
I n you r ca s e i t w i l l b e a l l th e e a s i e r a s you ret a i n e d your c o l l e c t i on , wi s e ly d e

c i d i ng not to off er i t a s a sa c r ifi ce on t h e num i smat i c a l t a r . N o mat t e r h ow

w i se ly you b uy your c o i n s , it i s s e l dom you make any con side rab l e amoun t o f

p ro fi t wh e n you s e n d th em to a ca t a logu e r for s a l e at au c t i o n . O f cou r s e th e
c at a l ogu e r has to l iv e—h e c l a ims so a nyhow—bu t b e twe e n you an d me , I can
not always s e e th e r ea son . I t h i n k h e is s omewhat p reju d i c e d on th i s poin t ,
bu t if h e h on e s t l y bel i ev e s it , h e w i l l manage to do so s omehow an d wes hall
have to h e l p h im

,
i f we wi s h t o co n t i nu e ou r collec t i ng.

Some of you r que s t i on s ar e t oo d eep fo r me, J ohn . L i fe is s e r ious enough
,

s o i s c o i n co l l e c t ing, bu t t h e r e is no n e e d to g o b e low you r dep th . W e should

a lways ke ep ou r h e a d ab ov e t h e ground . For th i s reason I h e s i t a te to embark

up on th e aca demic an d s c i e n t ifi c dis cu s s i on o f the numismat i c p rob l ems you
i n v i t e me to. W h o am I , i n d e ed , t ha t I s h ould ru s h in where angel s fe ar to

t r ead ? N o, I am no t one of t h a t c l a s s . Ask me s omet h ing easy, J oh n , and I
wi l l do my da rn de s t , bu t it

’
s not fa i r t o t a sk me w here al l the 1804 U . S . dol lars

come from , or i f th e p r e s e n t war w i l l re lease more specimens fo r t h e b enefi t
o f American profi teers. Time alon e w ill te l l ; I refu se t o p rophesy .

But i f t hey are s t r i k i ng t he se in Germany, ou r Gov ernmen t sh ould make i t
one o f the p r i n c ipa l c on dit i o n s of p eace at the con c lu s ion of th e war

,

-t h a t in

fu tu r e , all U . S . dol l a rs o f th i s date com ing from tha t c oun try s hou l d bear a
coun ter s t amp—MADE IN GE RMAN Y .

Ther e’s one t hing in par ticular I wou l d adv ise you , John ; don’t in your
new s t ar t t ry to fo r ce th e pace too mu ch . You have n eglec ted coins fo r several
year s pa s t and mus t not expec t to make up fo r t h is neglec t in a coup le of

mon th s . Take you r t ime an d keep you r wi n d and you will come in a wi nner ,
or a t l e a s t ga in a p l a ce. I f you make the pace too swi f t a t the s t a r t you wi ll

s oon ge t t i red , and when a co l lec t o r get s t o fee l t h a t way it’s all up with h im .

Th e un d e r taker w i l l s oon be ca l led in,
e i t her for h im or h is c ol lec t i on, an d his

name wil l b e I c hab o d on the mai l i ng l i s ts o f t h e numi smat i c exp e r ts. You w i ll

a l s o fi nd s ome differen ce in the v a lues of s ome c oin s . Th i s i s du e t o fash i on
,

John
,
fo r Dame Fash i on figu res in numismatic s a lmos t as much as she does in

de c i d i ng t h e le ngth o f a l a dy’s s k i r t . Fun ny th i ng abou t t hese sk i r ts. I asked

you r Aun t the o t her day what ever s h e wa s wearing su ch a sh or t skir t for .

Why, Ge o rge,” sh e s a i d ,
“ s h o rt sk i r t s are a l l th e fash i on now .

”
And

‘

so, in

an swer to you r qu e s t i o n abou t you r old favo r i te ser ies—the J ackson t ok ens,
I t e ll you t ha t Ja ck s on t oken s are n o t fa s h i o nab le in high c l ass numismatic
cir c l e s t o day . Do no t a sk me why t h i s s h ou l d be so—be con t e n t w i t h the

fa c t—it is. To my min d t hes e are one o f the mos t in terest i ng ser ies we h ave,
fa r more s o t h an ou r c e n ts and ha l f-cen t s . The Jack son s offer su ch diversity

o f type an d design , and the pol i t i c al s i de l o oms up so largely t ha t th e s tudy of

t h em w i l l more t han rep ay the c o l lec t or for all th e time an d money spen t on

t hem . Th i s series has been great l y neglec ted by the numismatic writers o f

t h is c ou n t ry ; t hey hav e confi ned t heir at ten tion to ou r cen ts and hal f-cents,
ou r min t p a t ter ns, our paper cu r ren cy, our meda ls, and t o fo reign ser ies, but as

th e J ack so n s were not fash ionab le, d id not mov e in the best socie ty—they
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sell f o r l i t t le.

You ask me i f c oin values have in c reased ,
and if so—in what par ticular

s e ries . W e ll, goo d co ins f e t c h , a s a ru le, mo re t oday t han t hey ev er hav e.

Cen ts in choice con dition are wo rt h more t han d oub le wha t t hey were sev en or

e igh t y e a r s ag o.
Bu t don’t be a f r a i d , th e ca t a l oguers wi l l p ost you on all these

p oin ts.

They al l g iv e st raigh t t i p s now an d again in t he i r catalogues on v al ues

of c o i ns o f more or le s s valu e t h at t h ey are offer ing, so you need not fear

s e n din g rid i cu l ou s ly l ow b i d s . W h en you see it s t a ted t h at Spinks ask eig h teen

s h i ll i ngs for a coin you ar e t emp t e d t o sen d in a b i d o f t hir ty-sev en cen ts f o r ,
don’t b e d i s cou raged .

Ju s t dou b le you r c on t empla ted b i d—sit t igh t , keep cool
an d h op e fo r the best .
I do no t k n ow th e deale r you men t i o n per s onally , bu t I am in c l ined to

th i nk h e’s a n op t i m i s t as f a r as th e p rices o f h i s c oins are c o n cern e d . H e cer

tainly was wh e n h e a sk e d fi f t e e n d o l l a r s fo r an 1850 B ank o f Uppe r C an ada
p e n ny ju s t b e cau s e i t h a s a p e l let b e tw e e n th e two ends of t h e c o rnu copiae.

N ow i f i t h a d b een an a t temp ted pun c tu re in s t e a d o f a pel let , I cou ld hav e
fix e d i t myse l f, bu t a real p el l e t r e qu i r e s a ma s ter hand .

An o t h e r c a t a l ogu e r w i l l i n fo rm you t h a t a c o in h e is offe ring in h is s a le is
valu e d by S c o t t a t $2 . Very kin d o f S c o t t , I am su r e , and i t says mu ch for h is

good -n atu r e d op t im ism
,
an d th e o d ds are t h a t th e c o in in question fel t h ighly

c omp l i men t e d
,
b u t t h is par t i cu l a r c o in d i d not b elong to S co t t . W hat righ t

ha d h e t o bu t t in and f lat ter it so ou t r ageou s ly ? You lose a l l c hance o f ge t ting
i t fo r n i n e t e e n cen t s—and at on ce become a pes sim i s t .
I hav e no t s een th e c o l lec t o r you a s k ab ou t

,
f o r some time. I

had to dr op h im ; h e was n o t a b ad so r t o f a man, bu t h e c ou l d not keep his
mou t h c l o s e d . You know wha t I mean—h e wou ld: tal k . I f I h ad a c o in h e

wan t e d , o r h e h a d one I wish e d fo r
,
and an offe r was made—h e wou l d t e ll it

a l l ov e r t h e t own . I h ave my own ideas ab ou t t h e w isd om. o f repea tin g t h ings
s a i d a n d p r i c e s as k e d , t o o t hers. I f you canno t d o a man any good , do n o t t ry
to do h im ha rm . M o re ha rm is d one by fo o l ish b ab b l ing tal k among c o l lec t o rs
t h a n by anyt h i ng el se . I spoke to h im ab ou t i t sev eral t i m es, b u t h e t o ok no

n o tic e an d co n t i n u e d t o t a l k—t alk , so in se l f-defense I h a d t o d r op h im . H e

doe s no t u n d e r s t an d i t to t h is day, bu t I g et on a w h ole lot bet ter and he goes
on h is way b l e a t ing l i ke a regu l a r inno cen t lamb .

By t h e way—how are you off for c opper cen ts in you r S t a te ? W e ha d

qu i t e a s e riou s s c a r cit y o f t hem h e re. I at t ribu te i t to th e sp e cula t iv e selfi sh

n e s s o f c o l l e c to r s a n d dea l e r s who are c o rner ing t h ese Lin c o l n memo r i a ls,
t h i nk i ng o f fu tu re ge n e rat i o n s o f c o l lec t o r s . Th e c h arit ab le and re l ig i ous pub
l i c a r e a l s o to b l ame

,
a s many o f t h em keep a large supply on hand fo r su ch

pu rp o s e s . The c e n t fam i n e , h owev er , off e rs gr a n d a dver tising oppo r tu nities
for s t o r e -ke ep e r s , c oun t ry me r c h a n t s , an d fi n an c i al in s titu tions who seek th e
pub l i c i ty t h a t m igh t b e s e cu r e d by a n i s s u e o f sc r ip t for t h is v a l ue.

So r ry I can n o t s e n d you a copy o f t h e la s t M in t R ep o r t . W rite to th e

D i r e c t o r o f t h e M i n t , Tre a su ry D epar tme n t , B u r e au o f the M int , W a s h ing t on ,
D . C . , a sk i ng for a c opy an d i t w i l l be fo rwa r d e d t o you gr a tis.

I c an no t
u n d e r s t a n d why co l l e c t o r s do n o t mak e mor e u s e o f t h is R epor t . I t is th e

h i g h est au th o r i ty on a l l t h e many subj e c ts t r eat e d in i t . I t is f ree—and wo rt h
mu c h more t h an a t h r ee-c e n t s t amp . UN CLE GE ORGE .
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Coinag e of Eng land Du r ing the Rebe l l ion 1641-52
N ew In format i on as Submi t ted t o the B r i t i s h N umi sma tic Society

By F . W I LLSON YEATES .

At t h e O c t ob e r mee t i n g of th e B r i t i s h Numi smat i c Soc i e ty , M r . F . W i l l s on
Yea t e s c on t r i bu t e d a t r e a t i s e o n th e c o i nag e of I r e l a nd du r i ng th e r eb e l l i on of

1641- 52 i n wh i c h h e r ev i ewe d th e who l e subj e c t i n t h e l i gh t of c e r t a i n f r e sh

d ocumen ta ry ev i d en c e . H e su bmi t t ed t ha t th i s n e c e s s i t a t e d a r e c on s i d e ra t i o n

of t h e a c c ep t ed a t t r i bu t i o n s o f th e s e r i e s , a lmo s t i n t h e i r en t i r e ty , and offe re d
th e fo l low in g r ea r ra n gemen t a s t h e l ogi ca l s o lu t i on o f t h e qu e s t i on s now

ra i s ed :

To th e Con fed e ra t e d Ca th ol i c s u nde r t h e i r p roc l amat i on of Novembe r

15 th ,
1642, i n ad d i t i o n t o th e K i l k enny ha l fp e nny and fa r th i n g— t h e

c rown , h al f- c rown , s h i l l i ng , an d s i xp e n c e s t ru c k on th e s quar e f l an s ,
bu t “o f t h e o rd i na ry s tamp .

”

To t h e Lord s Ju s t i c e s an d Coun c i l o f I r e l an d o n b eh a l f o f t h e K i ng an d

th e E ngl i s h Pa r l i amen t— th e “
Inchiquin

” i s su e s
,
1642-3 , an d t h e Or

mond” i s su e s
,
1643 .

To th e Cou n c i l o f Mun s t e r o n b eh al f o f t h e E ngl i s h Par l i amen t u nd e r an
o r d e r o f M ar ch 20th , 1645 -6— t h e copp e r c o i n age o f th e fou r t owns ,
Co rk

,
Yougha l , Kin sa l e an d B andon , wh i c h was t o b e cu r r e n t i n t h e

“gar r i s on s” ; a l s o the Cork sh i l l i n g a nd s i xpe n c e .

To Col o n e l M i c h a e l Jon e s , c ommande r o f t h e fo r c e s o f t h e Par l i amen t i n
I r e l a n d an d depu ty gove rn o r of Dub l i n Ca s t l e , i n l646-47— th e “r eb e l”

c rown and h al f- c rown .

To Lo rd O rmond on b eh al f o f th e r oya l i s t s u n d e r an o rd e r s i gn ed by h im

at K i l k e n ny on Augu s t 8 t h , 1649 , d i r ec t i ng Thomas Read e t o e r ec t t h e

Ki ng’s m i n t th e r e or e l s ewh e re a s h e s h ou l d fi nd c onve n i en t fo r c o i n

i ng go l d an d s i lv e r ac co rd i n g to t h e way
,
mann e r , an d fo rm fo rme r ly

u s e d i n E ng land fl the
“b l a c k sm i t h’s

”
hal f- c rown .

To Lor d O rmon d on b eh a l f o f th e roya l i s t s u n d e r an or de r s i gn ed by
P r i n c e Char l e s

,
a s Ki n g, a t Je r s ey on Novemb e r 13 t h , 1649, t o s e n d

o ffi c e r s a n d d i e s of th e roya l I r i s h mi n t t o su ch p or t o r p l ac e i n I r e
l a n d a s P r i n c e Rup e r t , “

adm i ra l of
,

all our s h i p s n ow a t s e a ,
” s h ou l d

d i r e c t
, for t h e co i n i n g o f t h e

“
bu l l i o n an d for raig ne c oyn e

” i n th e

p r i z e s t ak en by h im “an d t o b e t h e r e pu t i n t o mon ey”— th e “Dub l i n”
c rown an d ha l f- c rown .
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I n i l lu s t r a t i o n o f h i s p ap e r
,
M r . Yea t e s e xh ib i t e d a s p e c ime n i n c opp e r o f

the half—c rown s t ru ck up on t h e s qu a r e f l a n , a l s o ca s t s a n d d r aw i ng s o f va r i ou s
co i n s an d s ea l s r e f e r r e d to i n h i s a rgum en t s .

Th e P re s i d e n t t h ough t t h a t t h e o r d e r o f 1649 t o c o i n i n t h e fo rm fo rm e r ly

u s e d i n E ngl a n d” m igh t exp l a i n c e r t a i n c o i n s o f r ough workman sh i p wh i c h
h a d h i t h e r t o b e e n i n c lu d e d i n t h e E ngl i s h s e r i e s a s i m i t a t i o n s o f i s su e s f r om

th e Towe r m i n t
,
a n d s h owed fou r sh i l l i n gs o f t h e c l a s s .

Pennies by the B i l l ion
N ation al City B ank of N ew Y ork C annot Understand Repor ted Shor tag e.

I n a s t a t eme n t i s su e d ye s t e r day t h e N a t i o n a l C i ty B a nk o f N ew Yo rk s a i d
t h e s c a r c i ty o f p e n n i e s r e p or t e d f r om va r i ou s p a r t s o f th e c ou n t ry wa s t h e

mor e su rp r i s i n g i n v i ew o f t h e fa c t t h a t t h e Gov e r nm en t c o i n ag e o f o n e - c e n t
p i e c e s h a d b e e n mu c h l a rge r i n r e c e n t y e a r s th a n i n a ny ea r l i e r p e r i o d o f t h e
h i s t o ry o f t h e c oun t ry . Th e b ank’s c omp i l a t i o n s h ow e d t h a t mo r e t h a n on e
b i l l i o n on e - c e n t c o i n s h ad b e e n manu fa c tu r e d by t h e Gov e r nme n t a n d d i s
t r i bu t ed t o t h e p eop l e du r i n g th e l a s t doz e n y e a r s .

A c co r d i n g t o t h e b ank s’ c omp i l a t i o n , t h e numb e r o f o n e- c e n t c o i n s manu
fac tured by th e m i n t s o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s f r om 1793 t o t h e e n d o f t h e fi s c a l

yea r 1916 was wh i l e t h e numb e r i s su e d i n t h e l a s t d e ca d e a l o n e

wa s
,
i n r ou n d numb e r s , on e b i l l i o n . Ev e n i n t h e s i n gl e fi s c a l y e a r 1916 t h e

numb e r of one- c e n t p i e c e s wa s wh i l e i n t h e h igh r e c o r d y e a r
,
19 10,

t h e t o ta l numb e r tu r n e d ou t wa s Th e numb e r o f p i e c e s c o rn e d

n ev e r t ou ch e d th e l i n e p r i o r t o 1907 , t h e t o t a l f o r t h a t y e a r b e i n g

t h e an nu a l av e rage s i n c e t h a t t im e h av ing b e e n n ea r l y
p e r yea r .

Th e b ank e s t ima t e s t h a t t h e numb e r o f o n e - c e n t p eices c o i n e d f r om t h e
b eg i nn i n g o f th e Gove r nm en t t o d a t e wou l d

,
e v e n i f a l l w e r e i n ex i s t e n c e a n d

c i r cu l a t i o n , a l l ow fo r e a ch i n d iv i du a l ab ou t 27 o n e—c e n t p i e c e s . O f c ou r s e , t h e
n umb e r a c tu a l l y ava i l ab l e i s f a r l e s s t h a n t h i s , fo r i t i s qu i t e p r obab l e t h a t ou t
o f t h e two and t h r e e - qu a r t e r b i l l i o n o n e—c e n t p i e c e s c o i n e d b y th e G ov e r nm en t

n o t m or e t h a n ab ou t two b i l l i o n s a r e n ow i n ex i s t e n c e
,
o r a t l e a s t i n c i r cu l a

t i o n , mak i n g th e p r e s e n t av e rag e p e r c ap i t a f o r a l l t h e p e op l e o f t h e Un i t e d
S t a t e s o f ab ou t 20on e - c e n t p i e c e s .

“

Th e fac e va l u e o f t h e
‘

t oke n c o i n s’ i s su e d by t h e Gove r nme n t ( the o n e
c e n t p i e c e s an d t h e fi v e c e n t n i cke l s ) i s , o f c ou r s e , much g r e a t e r t h a n t h e va l u e
o f th e m e t a l wh i c h t h ey c on t a i n ,

” t h e b ank’s s t a t eme n t s a i d
.
I n fa c t

,
t h e

p ro fi t on th e manu fa c tu r e o f t h e s e c o i n s
,
t oge t h e r w i t h a s l i gh t p rofi t o n t h e

manu fac tu r e o f th e m i n o r s i l v e r c o i n s ( t e n , tw en ty fiv e
,
a n d fi f t y c e n t p i e c e s )

i s mo re t ha n en ou g h to p ay th e ru n n i n g exp e n s e s o f t h e m i n t .
-N ew York T imes.

Coin Shortage i n Ph i l ipp ines
M a n i l a .

— Th e r e i s a shoi tag e o f c o i n s t h r ough ou t t h e Ph i l i p p i n e I s l an d s
.

Th e Ph i l i pp i n e N a t i on a l B ank i s i s su i n g pap e r b i l l s o f t h e d e n om i n a t i o n o f
10an d 20c e n tavo s a s a t empo ra ry r e l i e f

.
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Money Laund ry for T ramp Cu rrency

Th i s i s one o f t h e lau n d ry mach i n e s th a t was h th e d i r ty p ap e r mon ey you

s e n d to t h e Red emp t i on D iv i s i o n o f t h e U . S . Tre asu ry . A dol l a r b i l l goe s

i n t o th i s mach i n e l ook i ng l i k e a t ramp and come s ou t l ook i ng l i k e a d an dy .

Each on e o f t h e s e mach i n e s wa sh e s , s i z e s , d r i e s an d i r on s b i l l s da i ly .

Toge t h e r th ey s av e th e gove r nmen t $300ev e ry 24 h ou r s .
O n l y ab ou t 10 p e r c e n t o f t h e mon ey s e n t i n fo r r e d emp t i o n c an b e

wash e d .

S ome bank s w i l l t a ke n o th i ng bu t n ew not e s
,
wh i l e o t h e r s i n s i s t o n t h e

l au n de r e d mon ey , s ay i n g th e wa sh e d b i l l s d o not s t i c k t oge th e r an d are eas i e r

t o h an d l e .

Th e wash i n g mach i n e s a r e qu i t e s imp l e . Th ey a r e op e ra t e d by e l e c t r i c i ty .

One gi r l f e e d s t h e d i r ty pap e r i n t o t h e wa sh e r an d ano th e r ca t ch e s th e c l e an

n ot e s a s t h ey com e f rom th e i ro n e r .

Th e n o t e s a r e l a i d on a mov i ng b e l t mad e o f we t b l ank e t mat e r ia l
,
are

ca rr i e d on u n t i l t h ey p as s u n d e r a s e con d b e l t f r om ab ov e , and thu s e nc as e d

b e twe e n two p i e c e s o f c lo t h t h ey p a s s t h rough rol l e r s i n a t ank of s oapy wa t e r ,
wh e r e t h ey ar e c l e an s e d an d s t e r i l i z e d , th en th rough r i n s i n g wat e r an d so on

th rough h o t r o l l e r s wh i ch d ry an d i ron th em . Thu s th er e i s no chan c e fo r

l a c e ra t i o n .

Exp e r t s wat c h c l o s e l y fo r coun t e r f e i t s . I t i s a r emarkab l e s i gh t t o s e e th e

exp e r t c ou n t e r s a t work
,
t h e i r fi nge r s work i ng l i k e l i gh t n i n g a s th ey cou n t

n o t e s ap i e c e da i ly .

B e s i d e s t h e s eve ra l mach i n e s i n u s e a t Wa sh i ngt on , t h e r e a r e fou r i n t h e
sub - t r e a su ry a t N ew York , two a t Ch i cago , one i n B o s t on an d one i n Ph 11adel
ph i a .

—B ank Notes.
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A Few of t he Prices Real ized at t he Sale of t he Col lec t ions of

J udge J onn A . Truax and Mr . G . A . Alenius

So l d by B . M ax M ehl
,
Fort Wort h , Texas, Dec . 12 , 1917 .

1864 Go ld D ol l a r . Ext r em e l y fi n e , s h a rp
1883 Gol d . Ex t r em e l y fi n e
1879 Gol d . B r i l l i a n t p r o o f
185 1 Gol d . 880THOUS . Ve ry fi n e
1858 S i l v e r D o l l a r . Proo f

.

1878 Twen ty- Cen t s . B r 1111an t p r oo f
1877 3c Pi e c e , N i ck e l . Proo f
1873 2c P i e c e . B r i l l i an t r e d p r oo f
Co l o n i a l . U . S . A . B ar Ce n t . I Very go od
Ken tu cky Ce n t . Ex t r eme ly fi n e
J ac k s o n Ce n t , 1834. Sh i p s a i l i n g t o l e f t . Fi n e .

Numi smat i c B o ok .

“
Th e Ea r l y Co i n s o f Amer i c a

, 1875
,
S

.
S

.
C ro sby

Pe r fe c t c o n d i t i o n .

For e i gn Go l d . A fgh a n i s t a n , A . D . 200, 30Ab a s s i . Goo dEngl a n d . H en ry V I . Ange l . F lne
Ja e s I . Gol d U n i t e . Ve ry fi n e
V i c t o r i a , 1887 Ju b i l e e , Two S ov e re i gn . Ve ry fi n e
Sco t l an d , J ame s V I .

, Swo r d an d S c ep t e r . F i n e
Fran c e , Lou i s X I I I . 1641 Lou i s d’O r .

Unc i r cu l a t e d
J apan , Cobang . Ve ry goo d
Nu rembu rg , On e th i r ty—s e c o n d Du ca t . Un c i r cu l a t e d
Papal , Mi cha e l IV . So l i du s . F i n e . .

1 744 S ed e Vaca n t e
,
1 Dop ia. Ve ry fi n e

Pol a n d , 1677 , J oh n I I I . Du ca t . Sem i - p ro o f
Ru s s i a , 1762 . P e t e r I I I . 1 Imp e r i a l . Fi n e
Anc i e n t Go l d . Rom e

,
N e ro

,
Au r eu s . Fa i r

1854 Gol d . D ah l on ega M i n t F i n e
.

1845 Gol d . N ew O r l ean s M in t . F i n e
1852 Gol d . Dah l on ega M i n t . Vey fi n e
1849 Gol d . Moffa t 8L Co . Ex t r eme l y fi n e
1853 Go ld . 884 THOUS . Ex t r em e l y fi n e

C . B e c h t l e r a t Ru th e r fo rd . Ve ry fi n e
Co l o rado Gol d , 1860, Cl a rk 81 Co. P ra c t i c a l l y Un c

.

1861 Cla rk , Gru b e r 81 Co . Unc i r cu l a t e d
1900 Le sh e r D ol l a r

. Numb e r 7 . Good
1900 A s l a s t , N o . 75 . Ve ry good
1900As l a s t , but numb e r ed 926.

Ve ry fi n e
1901 Le sh e r D o l l a r

,
No . 120. Ex t r em e l y fi neLa rge Copp e r C en t s . 1793 \/Vr eat l1 typ e . Ex t r em e ly fi n e

1803 Ce n t . Smal l 3
,
sma l l frac ton . Unc i rcu l a t e d .

1803 Cen t . Smal l 3 ,
l a rge f ra c t i o n . Ext r em e ly fi n e

18 13 Ex t r eme ly fi n e
1856 Fly i n g Eagl e C e n t

. Ab s o l u t e l y p e r fe c t
H al f C e n t s

, 1793 . Cros by l -A . S t r i c t ly fi n e
1796 Var i e ty wi th p ol e . S t r i c t ly v e ry go od
1802 ove r 1800. Ve ry fi n e
1849 Sma l l da t e . Proo f
1739 Swed i s h H a l f D a l e r

. Good
175 1 Swed i s h 1 D a l e r

. Ve ry go od
1724 Swe d i s h Fou r D a l e r

. Ex t r em e l y fi n e
1652 O ak Tre e Sh i l l i n g . Good
B runsw 1ck Lu n e bu rg

,
1589 C r own . Ve ry g ood
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BY DELMONT L. ANGELL

Tha t t h e ea r ly imp r e s s i on s of a youngs t e r a re t h e mos t v i v i d th rough t h e

c ou r s e o f a natu ra l l i fe i s kn own t o al l . a n d wh e n an imp re s s i o n make s for a
b oy’s b e t t e rme n t , i t w i l l h ave i t s r e fl ex i n a f t e r yea r s a l on g much t h e same
l i n e sugge s t e d by t h e ear ly imp r e s s i on . I was o n c e a sk ed h ow old I was when

1 fi rs t b e came i n t e r e s t e d i n c o l l e c t i ng co i n s . I th i n k I was abou t 12 - j u s t

a b ou t i n th e n ew spap e r ca r ry i ng age— an d wh e n many of th e l a rge copp e r

c e n t s we r e s t i l l i n c i r cu l a t i on . Anyway, I had sh own i n t e re s t e n ough to

a t t ra c t t h e no t i c e of a M r . Mye r s , a t rave l i ng man who r e p r e s e n t e d a wh ol e
sa l e g roc e ry fi rm i n A l bany , N . Y . I r ememb e r h e summon ed me to h i s h o t e l
i n my h ome t ow n an d devo t e d a cou pl e o f h ou r s to s how i n g m e a cas e fu l l of

c o i n s . de s c r i b i ng th em as m i nu t e l y a n d c l ear ly a s i t a s p os s i b l e to a boy of

th a t ag e . Now t ha t s imp l e l i t t l e a c t l e f t i t s imp r e s s on th e wr i t e r
,
who ha s

t r i e d a t va r i ou s t ime s t o emu la t e t h e examp l e s e t by M r . Mye r s . Ce r ta i n ly
,

t h e r e was a man con s t ru c t e d on b road l i n e s a s an i n s t ru c t o r o f you th !

0 0 0

Along th i s l i n e of t hough t I on c e a sk ed a co l l e c t o r how h e de r iv ed p l ea s

u r e out o f h i s c o i n s an d wh a t h e d i d to ga i n i t . Now th i s man i s i n b i g bu s i

n e s s
,
an d a s a man h e m ea su r e s b i gge r t han h i s bu s i n e s s , s o h i s an swe r wa s

ra th e r s ta r t l i ng to s ay t h e l e a s t . H e h e s i ta t e d a momen t b e fo re r ep lyi ng to
my qu e s t i o n an d th en s a i d : ‘ “Why , t h e on ly way I c an de s c r i b e t h e d e r i v i ng

o f p l e a su r e ou t of my co i n s i s t h e fa c t t h a t I p l ay w i t h t h em much th e same a s

a ch i l d wou l d p l ay w i t h a n ew toy nove l ty o r t r i ck puzz l e !
”
An or i g in a l

an swe r wh i ch c on ta i n s much t ru th . How ma n y o f t h e r ead e r s o f t h i s magaz i n e
h av e s ough t a l i t t l e d i v e r s i on wi th a t ray of c o i n s a f t e r a hard day’s gr i n d a t
t h e s to re o r o ffi c e

,
o r a f t er t h e p e rp l ex i ty of figu r i ng out how t o fi l l th e

s tomach s an d c oa l b i n s an d mee t a gen e ra l u p t r e n d o f ove rh ea d exp en s e ?

I kn ow on e— an d one who no t on ly ge t s n e ed ed men ta l d i v e r s i on , bu t a lot of

p l ea su r e fo r good mea su re . Reade r , a c t on th i s sugge s t i o n some t ime !

0 0 0

M any o f t h e o l d t ime N ew Yorke r s mu s t r ememb e r t h e mi d d l e - age d man
who fo r many yea r s man i cu r e d th e s i d ewalk i n fro n t o f St . Pau l’s Chu r ch fo r
th e p r iv i l ege of hav i ng a l i t t l e s t an d a t th e co rn e r of Fu l ton s t r e e t and B road
way . He fi l l e d o r d e r s fo r rub b e r s t amp s fo r many o f t h e t en an t s of v a r i ou s

offi c e bu i l d i ngs i n th a t v i c i n i ty , an d wou ld s omet ime s d i s p l ay a few U . S . c e n t s

i n va r i ou s s t age s o f d e c ompos i t i o n a n d oth e r c o i n s a s w e l l . I t was qu i t e a s
na tu ra l t o l ook for h im a s i t wa s t o dodge th e h or s e ca r s t h a t s t i l l t r ave r s e d

Fu l to n s t r e e t an d h e l d u p t r a ffi c o n B roadway .

He had on e qu i t e human l i t t l e weakn e s s a n d th a t wa s fo r th e v e ry ex c e l
l e n t o l d a l e d i s p en sed at B ro sn an’s A l e H ou s e on Fu l t on s t r e e t , made famou s
fo r s ev e ra l r ea s on s

,
on e of wh i c h wa s tha t i t wa s t h e favo r i t e r e n dezvou s of

Gari b a l d i a n d h is c oh or t s p r i o r t o t h e i r d epar tu r e for I t a ly . I h ad no t i c e d an

1815 c e n t (a l t e r e d , of c ou r s e ) on on e o f h i s b oa rd s a few days p rev i ou s ly an d

as k e d h im what b ec ame o f i t . H e i n fo rme d me th a t h e had imb ib e d one too

many a t B ro sn an’s a f ew n i gh t s b e fo r e an d fe l t p r e t ty ugly th e n ex t mo rn i ng
A man cam e a l ong a s h e wa s du s t i n g th e s i d ewalk an d as ke d h im th e p r i c e o f
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t h a t pat t icular c o i n . A s a n i n d ex t o th e way h e f e l t , a n d wan t ing
.

t o
.s ay

s omet h i n g n a s ty , h e an sw er e d , w i th ou t tu rn i n g h i s h e ad , Th e i n qu i r e r

pu l l ed out a r o l l o f b i l l s a s b i g a s a c a rp e t a n d s l ou gh ed”off t h e amou n t
,

tu rn e d on h i s h e e l a n d d ep a r t e d . Th e ru b b e r s t amp man s a id wh e n h e recov

e red f rom th e s h o ck, i t wa s t im e t o go b a ck t o B r o s n an’s !
0 0 0

W h i l e M i lwauk e e h as b e e n mad e famou s by s om e t h i ng o th e r t h a n c o i n
c o l l e c t o r s , t h e t own h as a n ov e l ty i n t h e way o f a dan dy l i t t l e

“goa t c o l l e c t o r
.

~ Th i s n ew va r i e ty i n t h e ra n k s o f c o l l e c t o r s ask e d t h e c o n du c t o r o f t h i s c o l umn
i f h e c ou l d sp a r e a f ew go l d do l l a r s f r om h i s c o l l e c t i o n wh i c h h e d e s i r e d fo r a

sp e c i a l pu rp os e . H e d i d n o t d e s i r e t o pay any p r em ium o n t h em a s t h ey w e r e

t o b e mad e i n t o a b r a c e l e t fo r h i s w i fe ! I i n fo rm ed t h e g e n t l ema n t h a t i t d i d
n o t ma t t e r f o r wh o s e w i f e h e go t t h e go l d do l l a r s h e wou l d h av e t o p ay a

p r em ium of many d o l la r s i f h e we r e t o ob t a i n t h em . I r e l a t e d t h e i n c i d e n t t o
an emp l oy e o f a l o ca l b a nk an d he exp r e s s e d '

n o s u rp r i s e
.
H e m e r e ly s a i d a s

a gen e ra l ru l e a c on s e rva t i v e M i lwauk e e i n v e s t o r wan t e d t o s e e two i n s igh t
fo r ev e ry one h e i n ve s t e d . So f r om th a t v i ewp o i n t h i s p roffe r wa s l i b e r a l

.

Art of the Two-Do l lar B i l l
Th e cu r r e n t d i s cu s s i o n r e l a t i v e t o the n ew on e - d o l l a r b i l l s a n d t h e i r

s im i l a r i ty i n s om e r e spe c t s t o t h e fi v e- d o l l a r b i l l s l e a d m e t o a c l o s e r inspec
t i o n o f s ome of t h e b i l l s o f o t h e r denom inatoins. P e rh ap s n o t v e ry many
p eop l e who da i ly h an d l e t h e two—d o l l a r b i l l o f t h e s e r i e s of 1917

,
i s s u e d by a c t

o f Congr e s s M ar c h 3 ,
1863

, a r e awar e o f t h e fa c t t h a t t h i s b i l l i l l u s t ra t e s t h e
Un i t e d S t a t e s Cap i t o l

,
i t s u n imp rov e d grou n d s , t h e c h a ra c t e r o f t h e v e h i c l e s

an d th e c o s tume s , e t c . , t h a t p r e va i l e d fi fty- f ou r y ea r s ago
,
t h e d a t e o f t h e

au th o r iz a t i o n o f th i s b i l l .
Take a good magn i fy i n g gl a s s a n d l o ok a t t h e p i c tu r e . No t e t h e c o n d i

t i o n o f t h e Cap i t o l g rou n d s , t h e o l d two -h o r s e c a r c om i n g up Cap i t o l h i l l
,

t h e

o l d
-

fa sh i on e d on e an d two -h o r s e ca r r i age s
,
t h e ma n o n h o r s eb a ck

,

t h e d og

run n i ng a c ro s s th e Cap i to l p l az a, t h e wome n w i t h t h e i r ge n e r ou s c r i n o l i n e s

I nv i s i b l e to th e n ak ed ey e , t h e gl a s s s h ow s a t t h e n or t hw e s t c o rn e r o f t h e
Cap i t o l a doz e n o l d - s ty l e bu i l d i ngs a n d two chu r c h s p i r e s

.
I n t h e l i gh t o f t h e

ch a nged c on d i t i o n s o f t od ay t h e p i c tu r e i s mor e t h a n a n i n t e r e s t i n
g
a r t i s t i c

eng rav i n g— it h a s mu ch h i s t o r i c va lu e
.

—W a«sh ing t0n S ta !“

Regu l a r m ee t i n g o f t h e N ew Yo rk Num i sma t i c C lub wa s h e l d a t t h e
Pa rk Av e nu e H ot e l

,
Fr i d ay eve n i n g

, D ec emb e r 14, 19 17, wi th P r e s i d e n t B oyd
p r e s id i n g . Th e fo l l owi n g m emb e r s w e r e p r e s e n t : M es s r s . B e a t ty

, B e e s l e y ,B e l d e n , B oyd , B u t l e r , El d e r , F r ey , H eat on , N ew e l l , P roskey ,
R e i l l y

,
S ou t h

w 1c k , Sm i t h
,
Swan s o n

, Va l en t i n e , Wood a n d Worm s e r , a n d a s gu e s t s
,
M es s r s

.

I . L . S t e inman an d M r
. Schmall.

Th e Se c re ta ry
re p o r t e d t h e r e c e i p t of o n e mag a z i n e an d o f a c o n t r i bu t i o nby co r r e sp on d i n g m emb e r Cag iat i o f h i s l a t e s t pu b l i c a t i o n 011

“La M on e t e d e l
Ream e d e l l e due S i c i l i e La Z e c c a d i Na p o l i

.
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He a l s o r ea d g r e e t i n gs from M e s s r s . Th o rs on and D e Lage rb e rg .

A vot e of t ha n k s to M r . Cag iat i for h i s va luab l e an d i n t e r e s t i n g g i f t wa s

pas s ed a n d t h e S e c r e ta ry was i n s t ru c t e d to exp r e s s th e thank s o f th e Club to

M r . Cag iat i.
Th e Trea su r e r subm i t t e d a r ep or t .

M r . Frey , i n b e ha l f of th e Pub l i ca t i o n Commi t t e e , r ep or te d tha t i t s work

wa s up to dat e a n d tha t h e wou l d l i k e to pub l i s h i l lus t ra t i on s o f th e col l e c t i o n
o f J e n n y Li n d meda l s s h own by M r . Smi th a t th e la s t me e t i ng .

Th e e l e c t i o n of o ffi c e r s wa s th e n p roc e ed ed wi th . A l l th e o ffi c e r s and
c omm i t t e e s pu t up by th e n om i n at ing commi t t e e b e i n g th e o n l y cand i da t e s ,
t h e Se c r e ta ry wa s empow er e d t o ca s t a ba l l o t i n favo r of t h e i r u nan imou s

e l e c t i o n i n ea ch i n s t an c e . Acco rd i ngly
,
t h e fo l l ow i ng o ffi ce r s we r e e l e c t e d

for t h e y ea r 1918 :

For P re s i d e n t :

D r . D . \V. Val en t i n e .

F or Vi c e - Pre s i d e n t :

Alb er t R . Fr ey .

F or S e c re ta ry a n d Trea su r e r :

Thoma s L . El de r .

F or Exe cu t i v e Commi t t e e :

F . C . C . B oyd , J . M . Swa n s o n , M or i tz W orms e r , E l l i o t Smi th .

For M emb er s h i p Commi t t e e :
B auman L . B e l d e n

,
Edga r H . Adam s , Al fr e d E . D av i s o n

,
Howlan d

W ood , Dav i d P roskey .

For Pub l i ca t i on Comm i t t e e

F . C . C . B oyd , Rud Koh l e r , Howlan d W ood .

F or M e dal l i c Ar t Commi t t e e :
J . M . Swan son , W . Ged n ey B ea t ty

, J . d e Lagerb e rg , J . San fo rd Sa l tu s .
Du d l ey Bu t l e r .

Mr . B oyd th a nked t h e o ffi c e r s o f t h e commi t t e e s an d o ffi c e r s du r i ng 1917
for th e i r effo r t s an d a s s i s t a nc e an d tu r n e d ove r th e ch a i r to th e n ew Pr e s i

d e n t , D r . D . W . Val e n t i n e . who p r e s i d e d for th e r emai n de r o f t h e mee t i ng .

I t was d e c i d e d to have a s su bj e c t for th e January me e t i n g,
“Co i n s o f t h e

Fr e e C i t i e s o f t h e Han s ea t i c L eagu e , Hambu rg, B r em en and Lub eck .

”

.Th e P re s i d e n t app o i n t e d M r . Elde r cu ra t o r fo r yea r 19 18 .

Gre e t i ngs w e r e ex t e nd e d by th e Pr e s i de n t t o our gu e s t s , M e s s rs . St e i nman

an d Schmall. a s we l l a s ou r n ew memb e r , M r . Sou t hw i ck, an d a l l t h r e e re

spond ed i n tu r n .
Th er e w e r e n o fo rmal exh i b i t s s e t for t h e m ee t i n g

,
bu t among th e i n t e r

e s t i ng i t ems
,
M r . Smi th sh owe d a compo s i t i o n me t a l Kope ck , i s su e d by Ge r

many for th e o c cu p i e d d i s t r i c t s i n Po la n d wi t h obve r s e i n s c r i p t i o n “D i s t r i c t
o f t h e Command e r - in-

‘

ch i e f i n t h e Ea s t .”

M r . P roskey s h owed a f ra c t i o n a l cu r re n cy c en t i s su e d b y th e Sc ran to n
Cl ea r i n g H ou s e A s s oc i a t i o n a n d b e i n g “

good a s d epo s i t fo r t h i s amoun t i f

p re s e n t ed on o r b e fo r e Ju l y l st ,
MOR ITZ WORM SER

,
S ecr e ta ry .
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Rochester Num i smat i c A s soc iat ion
Ho t e l Ro c h e s t e r

,
Tu e s day

,
De c emb e r 4,

1917 .

Th e 135 th mee t i ng of t h e Roch e s t e r Numi sma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n wa s c a l l e d t o
o rd e r by V i c e P r e s i d e n t H . H . Yaw g er , t h e fo l l ow i n g m emb e r s b e i ng p r e s e n t :
M e s s r s

. W oodbu ry , L . G . Amb e rg , H orn e r , Maunov ry , Han d l e r , Yawg er ,

Cran da l l
,
Savage

,
Eme r i ch

,
Koeb ,

B ar rodaile, W . H . Ambe rg , H i ck s , Woo l s ey ,
Ki n g

,
Loizeau ,

Bu r l i n g . M i nu t e s o f l a s t m e e t i n g r e a d a n d ap p r ov e d .

M r
. Koeb h ad on exh i b i t i o n a p r oo f o f ou r 6th An n i v e r s a ry M e da l w i th

p o r t r a i t of P r e s i d e n t F r e d E . M e r r i t t . Th e p ro o f p o r t r a i t s h ows t h e s am e
ch a ra c t e r i s t i c t h o r ou gh n e s s a s t o d e t a i l e t c ., d i s p l ay e d by M r . J . A . Koeb i n

t h e cu t t i n g an d d e s i gn i n g o f a l l ou r p r ev i ou s m e da l s , an d fu l l c r e d i t i s g i v e n

t o h im fo r h i s ab i l i ty .

Th e app l i c a t i o n of M r . A . N . Wolff f o r m emb e r s h i p i n t h e R . N . A .
, p r e

s e n t e d a t l a s t m e e t i n g
,
was r e p or t e d o n favo rab l y an d M r . Wolff was du ly

e l e c t e d to memb e r s h ip i n ou r A s s o c i a t i o n .

Th e fol l ow i n g app l i c a t i o n s fo r m emb e r s h i p w e r e p r e s e n t e d by M r . L . G .

Amb e rg : M r . G e o . A . S chu g , 296 Av e nu e A , a n d M r . Wm . F . Su n day, 49

R i a l t o S t r e e t . Th e s e we r e r e f e r r e d t o t h e M emb e r s h i p Comm i t t e e f o r i nv e s t i
g afi on .

A l e t t e r wa s r e c e i v e d a n d r e ad
,
f r om R ev . Pau l M o or e S t r ay e r , Ch a i rma n

o f th e Y . M . C . A . W ar Fu n d Commi t t e e , t h ank i n g th e R . N . A . f o r t h e

r e a l iz ed f rom au c t i o n s a l e a t ou r l a s t m e e t i ng
,
o f a M a s s a ch u s e t t s S t a t e

b ank n o t e .

Th e da t e o f t h e F i f t h An nu a l D i n n e r o f t h e R . N . A . h a s b e e n s e t fo r

Tu e s day ev en i n g , J anua ry 22nd , a n d D r . J e r em i ah Z imm e rman o f Sy ra cu s e i s
t o b e a s k ed to b e th e sp eak e r o f t h e e v e n i n g .

M o t i o n was mad e a n d c a r r i e d t h a t a go l d p i e c e b e p r e s e n t e d t o M i s s

Lorscheid er i n s l i gh t app r e c i a t i on fo r h e r a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n t h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t
du r i n g th e p as t ye a r .

M r . Loizeau s t a t e d t h a t u p o n i n qu i ry a t o n e o f t h e B r a n ch e s o f ou r Pub l i c
L i b ra ry h e fou n d a good r ep r e s e n ta t i v e l o t o f b o ok s o n num i sma t i c s . Th e
l ib ra ry o ffi c i a l v e ry k i n d l y fu rn i sh e d M r . Loizeau a l i s t o f t h e s e b o ok s

,
wh i c h

wi l l b e fi l e d w i th t h e S e c r e t a ry f o r re f e r e n c e a n d c onv e n i e n c e o f t h e memb e r s .
Mee t i n g adj ou r n e d t o Tu e s d ay

,
D ec emb e r 18 th .

Ho t e l Ro ch e s t e r , Tu e s day , D e c emb e r 18, 19 17 .

Th e 136th me e t i n g o f t h e Roch e s t e r Num i sma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n wa s ca l l e d t o
ord e r by P r e s id e n t F r e d E . M e r r i t t . Memb e r s p r e s e n t : M es s r s . Put n am ,

Yawg er , B or radaile, Koeb , L . G . Ab e rg
,
Woodbu ry

,
Cran da l l

,
Maunov ry,

Bu r l i ng, Sun day , Horn e r , H i ck s , W . H . Amb e rg
,
Han d l e r

,
P l umb

,
Savage

,

B au e r , Merr i t t , Loizeau , Ki n g , G i l l e t t e , H ar ing x ,
Fr en c h . M i nu t e s o f l a s t

m e e t i n g we r e r e ad a n d app r ov ed .

Th e ap p l i c a t i o n s o f G eo . A . S chug an d W . F . Su n day
,
f o r memb e r s h i p i n

th e R . N . A . , we r e r ep o r t e d on sa t i s fa c t o r i l y an d b o th ge n t l em e n w e r e du l y
e l e c t ed .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


16 gflfizhl
'

s é
‘siumismatir l liiiuuthlg

Ch icag o Num i smat i c Society
Th e N ov emb e r m e e t i n g o f B r an c h O n e

,
A . N . A .

, was h e l d a t t h e H o t e l

Sh e rman
,
Ch i c ago

,
Fr i d ay

,
Nov emb e r 2

,
19 17 . Th e m emb e r s p r e s e n t w e r e :

Me s s r s
.
Kel ly

,
J o s e p h s on

,
J on a s

,
Car ey

,
Ripst ra,

B oh r isch , Law l e s s , Wi l s o n ,

a n d Dav i s .

Th e e l e c t i o n of o ffi c e r s w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e D e c emb e r m e e t i n g, an d i t was
d e c i d e d t o h o l d a m emb e r’s au c t i o n a t t h e J a nu a ry me e t i ng . Co i n s a r e t o b e
s e n t to M r . Ca rey fo r c a t a l ogi ng .

Th e fo l l ow i ng exh ib i t s w e r e s h own :
B y M r . W i l s o n : Gre ek c opp e r o f P to l emy V I I a n d C l e op a t r a , a n d o f

C l eopa t r a S e l e n e .

By M r . D av i s : Fr an k l i n P r e s s c e n t , Ch alme r s A n n apo l i s sh i l l i ng , a n d a
p en ny o f H en ry I I I .
B y M r . J o s e ph s o n : M ex i ca n s i l v e r p i e c e , s i z e o f a d o l l a r , da t e d 1914,

c on t a i n i n g a go l d p lu g
,
an d s tamp e d fo r tw o p e s o s

,
a n d t h e fo l l ow i ng go l d

p i e c e s : 100 Fran c s , Monac o , 1884; 80 L i r a , Sa rd i n i a ; Au s t r i a n Du ca t , 1730,
an d a Du ca t s t ru ck fo r B oh em ia

,
1732 .

Mr . Wi l l i am s an d M r . B rown w e r e u n ab l e t o b e p r e s e n t , bu t s e n t t h e i r
exh ib i t s . Mr . W i l l i am s s e n t a 20 P e so go l d p i e c e o f th e n ew M ex i c an i s su e
an d M r . B rown s e n t 5 a n d 20 H el l e r p i e c e s o f n e c e s s i t y mon ey s t ru ck i n
Ge rman Eas t A f r i c a . R . E . DAV’I S

,
S e c r e t a ry .

M i n t age of Coins B reaks all Records
\/Vash i n g t on , D e c . 8 .

—~ Un p r e c e d en t e d wa r d eman d f o r c o i n s r e su l t e d i n
t h e mi n t age of mor e mon ey du r i ng t h e ye a r en d i ng Ju ly 1 t h a n i n a ny y e a r o f
h i s t o ry , s a i d D i r e c t o r of t h e M i n t Raymon d T . B ak e r

,
i n h i s a n nu a l r e p o r t

i s su e d t oday .

A to ta l o f c o i n s w o r th we r e manu fa c tu r e d a t t h e

Ph i l a d elph i a , San Fran c i s c o an d D e nv e r m i n t s , o r n e a r l y t h r e e t im e s m o r e
t ha n i n t h e p r e c e d i n g : y ea r . M o r e t h a n h a l f

,
o r o f t h e n ew c o i n s

we r e o n e—c e n t p i e c e s , we r e d im e s a n d w e r e n i c k e l s . P rofi t

011 c o i nage amou n t e d to

I h op e th ey do n
’

t mak e an y fu r t h e r effo r t s t o mak e ou r m on ey a r t i s t i c
.

t Y
?”

Every t im e th ey b r i n g out a n ew co i n i t buy s l e s s t h a n i t s p r e d e c e s s o r
.

So you admi t h av i n g b e e n en gage d i n mak i n g
: c ou n t e r f e i t b i l l s ? ” s a i d t h e

mag i s t ra t e t o a man a rr e s t e d i n W yom ing .

“

Ye s , you r h ono r ,
”
r e s p o n d e d th e cu l p r i t

,
an d I t h ough t i t wa s a l l r i gh t

.

You s e e , th e su pp l y o f t h e genu i n e ar t i c l e i s s o v e ry
,
v e ry s h o r t

.

”

Say , t e a ch e r , my b rot h e r fou n d a cou n t e r f e i t d o l l a r
,
a n n ou n c e d Joh n n y

.

H ow d o you kn ow i t wa s a c ou n t e r fe i t ?” i n qu i r e d t h e t e a c h e r
lecause i t d i d n

’

t h av e a n eagl e o n i t o r ‘

God b l e s s ou r .
h om e

.

—B a n k Notes .
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Canada’s N ew and Art ist ic One-Dol lar B ill
Th e n ew one- do l la r b i l l s a r e now i n c i r cu l a t i o n i n Ca n ada . Th ey ar e o f

v e ry a r t i s t i c d e s i gn , gre e n i n co l o r . an d f rom a p i c t o r i a l p o i n t o f V iew ar e a n
imp rovem e n t 011 th e old b i l l s . On th e f ron t i s a medal l i o n s h ow ing a por t ra i t
o f t h e P ri n c e s s Pa t r i c i a of Con naugh t , daugh t e r o f K i n g Geo rge’s u nc l e , t h e
Duk e o f Con naugh t

,
wh o was Gove rn o r Gen e ra l o f Canada whe n t h e war

s ta r t ed . Th e fi r s t r egim en t t o l e av e Can ada for t h e wa r i s kn own a s t h e
“Pr i n c e s s Pa t r i c i a

’
s .” Th ey wen t t o Fran c e i n D e c emb e r

,
1914. Th e r eg i

men ta l c ol o r wa s mad e by th e Pr i n c e s s
,
an d th e Pat r i c i a’s a r e t h e on ly r eg i

men t i n t h e B r i t i sh A rmy t ha t c a r r i e s i t s c o l o r s w i th i t wh e rev e r t h ey g o,

eve n i n t o t h e fron t l i n e t r e n ch e s . O f t h e on e th ou san d an d s ix ty- s i x me n who

o ri gi na l ly w en t ov e r w i t h th e Pa t r i c i a’s th e r e a r e on ly b e twe en twen ty an d

th i r ty o f th em s t i l l figh t i ng w i t h t h e r egime n t .
Canada i s p rou d of t h e Pr i n c e s s

,
an d sh e i s p rou d o f th e un dy in g gl o ry

t h e r egim e n t ha s won o n t h e b l o od - s t a i n ed fi e l d s o f Fl and e r s .

J erusalem Free From Turkish Ru le
Fo r n ea r l y t h i r t e e n c e n tu r i e s

,
wi th r e l a t i ve ly b r i e f i n t e rva l s . t h e H oly C i ty

'

h a s b e e n i n Mu s su lman h a n d s
,
a n d for fou r hu nd re d year s Tu rk i sh su l t an s

h av e b e en i t s l ord s . I t s c ap tu r e , or
“D e l i v e ran c e” by th e B r i t i s h Ge n e ra l

A l l e n by w i l l b e ha i l e d w i t h d e l igh t by many mi l l i o n s t h roughou t th e worl d .

“Th e s ca t t e r e d J ew s wi l l h ave a p ro sp e c t o f r e tu rn i ng a s a f r e e pe op l e t o t h e i r

n a t i on a t h ome
,
a n d a n ew orde r w i l l b e e s t ab l i s h e d fou n d e d on i d ea l s o f

r i gh t e ou s n e s s an d j u s t i c e .

”

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to r e c a l l t h e fa c t th a t t h e cap tu re of J e ru sa l em o ccu r r e d

on t h e H eb r ew da t e t h e twe n ty-fi fth day o f Ki s l ev , th e an n iv e r s ary o f t h e day
two t hou san d an d s ev e n ty yea r s b e fo r e wh e n Ju da s M ac cab aeu s con qu e r ed
J e ru sa l em and pu rge d t h e t emp l e of Greek i do l a t ry . I t i s th e fi r s t o f a n e i gh t

cl ay fe a s t th a t h a s b e e n ob s e rv e d by t h e J ews ev e r s i n c e .

Coi ns and Medals on Lut her and the Reformat ion
W e we re ob l i ge d t o om i t a numbe r of th e u su a l i t em s f rom th i s i s su e i n

o rd e r t o b e ab l e t o pub l i s h M r . Worm ser
’
s ex c e l l e n t ar t i c l e comp l e t e i n th i s

i s su e
,
wh i ch we b e l i ev e wi l l m e e t w i th t h e app rova l of ou r r ead e r s .
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Lu ther and the Reformat ion,

Illust rated on Coins and M edals
B y MOR ITZ WORM SER

On O c t ob e r 3 l s t l a s t ,— s ome au t h o r i t i e s g i v e i t a s N ovemb e r l st ,— t h e r e

wa s c e l e b ra t e d th e Fou r t h C e n t e n n i a l o f t h e e v e n t wh i c h . i s g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d

a s t h e b egi n n i n g o f t h e Lu t h e ra n R e fo rma t i on
,
wh e n Lu t h e r n a i l e d h i s f amou s

95 t h e s e s o r p r op o s i t i o n s up o n th e doo r o f t h e Chu r c h o f t h e Ca s t l e a t Wi t t e n

b e rg in Saxony . I n fa c t , o f c ou r s e , i n t h i s a c t i o n by th e you ng Au gu s t i n e
mon k an d u n i v e r s i ty p ro f e s s o r , p opu l a r i d e a s wh i c h h a d b e e n d ev e l op i ng f o r
mo re t h an a c en tu ry n o t o n l y i n h i s own c ou n t ry

,
Ge rmany

,
bu t i n a l l Ch r i s

t i a n d oma i n s , n o tab ly E ngl a n d a s w e l l , fou n d th e i r c rys t a l i z a t i o n an d a c o n
c r e t e exp r e s s i on , j u s t a s su b s e qu e n t l y gr e a t r e fo rme r s i n o th e r c ou n t r i e s w e r e

to fo l l ow i n Lu t h e r
’

s s t ep s o r to a r r i v e a t s i m i l a r c o n c lu s i o n s a n d s e p a r a t i s t

t h e o r i e s by t h e i r own men t a l a n d r e l ig i ou s ev o l u t i o n a ry p r oc e s s e s
.

N o. 1 , Saxo n y , F red eric k th e W ise, D outb le Meda l l ic Th a ler , 1 5 1 4.

r ev i va l an d r e fo rm , by t h e sp r ea d o f e du ca t i o n among t h e ma s s e s h i t h e r t o

h e l d i n i n t e l l e c tu a l s l av e ry by t h e Chu r c h o f Rom e
,
t h rough t h e r ap i d p r ogr e s s

o f t h e p r i n t e r
’

s a r t , a n d wa s i n p o t e n t i a l r ev o l t aga i n s t t h e ex c e s s e s
,

p o l i t i c a l
,

men ta l a n d mo ra l , o f t h e H o l y S e e , mad e i t e a sy fo r t h e d oc t r i n e s o f Lu th e r
to s p r ea d rap i d l y a n d fi n d many adh e r e n t s among th e ru l i n g p r i n c e s a s w e l l a s

among th e i r l owl i e s t su bj e c t s a n d ev e n among th e c l e rgy an d h i e ra r c h y t h em
s e lv e s .

N o . 2 , Saxo n y , F red er ic k th e \Vise , T h ale r , no da te .

Th e s c op e o f ou r pap e r d oe s n o t p e rm i t a r e v iew o f Lu th e r’s l i f e o r a l l
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a l th ough th ey wou l d p rove mos t i n t e r e s t i n g ; bu t t h o s e who w i sh to l ook i n t o

t h em more c l o s e ly w i l l h av e l i t t l e t roub l e i n fi nd i ng amp l e mat e r ia l on t h e
subj e c t . Th e ev en t s of th e Re fo rmat i on l e f t t h e i r imp r i n t upo n th e h i s t o ry of

t h e t h r e e c en tu r i e s fo l l ow i n g i t s b egi nn i ng , and to s ome ext en t eve ry n a t i onal
p o l i cy an d d ev e l opmen t

,
t h e r i s e an d fa l l of na t i on s

,
can b e t rac e d to t h i s

r e l i gi ou s mot iv e or i t s r ep r e s s i on . I t wou l d not b e fa i r to al l t h e grea t m i nd s

N o. 3 , Saxo n y , J oh n Georg e , Trip le Th a ler , 1 5 39 .

of t h i s t im e , i f w e sh ou l d s i ng l e out Lu th e r a s t h e subj e c t of ou r c on s i d e ra t i on ;
fo r t h e Swi s s r e f o rme r s

,
Zwi ngl i a n d Ca lv i n , th e Engl i s hman Wyckliff , t h e

B oh emi an p re d e c e s s o r of Lu th e r , Hus s ,— al l o f t h e s e an d many mor e , —have
b e en th e p i on e e r s i n tak i ng r e l i gi on ou t o f t h e h and s o f an e l e c t c a s t e , i n

N o. 4,
Sma l ca ld ia n Leag ue, J oh n Georg e of Saxon y and Ph il ip of H esse ,Th a ler , 1 5 43 .

s p r ead i ng i t among th e p e op l e , an d i n n a t i on a l i z i n g i t a n d mak ing ou t o f i t a

r ea l i t y i n s t e a d of a my s t e ry .

N o. 5 , Sma l ca l d ia n Leag ue , C ity of B ru n sw ic k , Th a ler , 1 5 46.
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Th e r e fo r e i t n e e d n o t su rp r i s e u s
,
wh en a t a t i m e wh e n t h e r e wa s n o d a i l y

p r e s s w h i c h w ou l d p as s f r om h ome t o h om e an d t own t o t ow n , t h e h i s t o ry o f

t h e mov em e n t a n d i t s s e p a ra t e ev e n t s s h ou l d fi n d f r e qu e n t exp r e s s i o n i n t h e

o n e m ed ium wh i c h h a d t h e w i d e s t c i r cu l a t i o n , n ame l y t h e c o i n o f t h e r ea l m

an d th e meda l
,
an d th a t b e i n g ou r s p e c i a l fi e l d , w e sh a l l fi n d i t a b s o rb i ng a n d

i n s t ru c t i v e to exami n e s om e o f t h e Num i sm a t i c monume n t s o f t h e R e fo rma
t i o n

.
Fo r t h e on e s wh i c h w e a r e s h ow i ng h e r e w e do n o t c l a i m th a t t h ey a r e

e i t h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o r i n any s e n s e c omp l e t e , a s t h e numb e r s i s su e d we r e

gr e a t s o th a t b ook s h av e b e e n fi l l e d w i t h t h e i r d e s c r i p t i o n s , bu t p e r h ap s t h ey

w i l l su c c e e d i n a rou s i n g an i n t e r e s t i n t h e r e a d e r a n d p o i n t t o h im t h e way fo r

n ew fi e l d s a s ou t l e t s f o r h i s c o l l e c t i n g amb i t i o n s .

N o. 6, A n abap t ists of Mu n ster , Th a ler , 1 5 34.

We hav e t r i e d t o s h ow on l y s u c h coins an d m eda l s a s h av e a d i r e c t b e a r i ng
up o n t h e R e fo rma t i on

,
e i th e r i n a r e l ig i ou s o r e c on om i c a l s e n s e , an d h av e

e l im i n a t e d from ou r fi e l d fo r i n s t an c e
,
a l l t h o s e h av i ng r e f e r e n c e t o t h e many

war s t h a t r e l a t e d on ly i n d i r e c t l y t o r e l i g i ou s c au s e s
,
e sp e c i a l l y fo r i n s t a n c e t h e

Th i r ty Yea r s’ W ar . Ou r p r i n c i p a l ob j e c t h a s b e e n t o p i ck ou t Num i sm a t i c
r em i n d e r s o f Lu th e r’s own h i s t o ry , an d o f t h e R e f o rma t i on a n d i t s p r i n c ip a l
ev e n t s a s su ch .

Th e fi r s t an d s e c on d sp e c im en s s h ow v e ry fi n e p o r t r a i t s o f Lu t h e r’s P r o
t e c t o r , F r e d e r i ck t h e W i s e , E l e c t o r o f Saxony . H e i s t h e Ge rman P r i n c e t o
wh om t h e Imp e r i a l c rown h ad b e e n o ffe r e d wh e n Emp e r o r M ax im i l i a n d i e d

,

bu t wh o , dou b t fu l o f h i s ow n s t r e n gth , d e c l i n e d i t i n f avo r o f Ch a r l e s V . Y e t

N o. 7 , A n abap t is ts of Mu n s ter , H a l f Th a ler , no da te .

h e was s t ron g en ough t o p rov e t h e p owe r fu l p ro t e c t o r o f Lu th e r
,
wh en u n d e r

th e ba n o f t h e P op e , an d h i s p owe r an d i n f l u e n c e i n t h e Ge rman Emp i r e s av e d
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r e s t ra i n e d th e Empe ror f rom v e n t i n g t h e w ra t h of th e Chu rch u p on the f ea r

l e s s r e fo rm e r . B oth sp e c imen s a r e ev id e n t ly s t ru c k by th e same d i e - cu t t e r
,

a nd a re of s im i l a r d e s i g n , an d th e s e an d s im i l a r p i e c e s o f smal l e r s i z e we r e

g ive n a s p r e s en t s by t h e E l e c t o r to d i gn i ta r i e s a n d cou r t i e r s
,
wh en h e a t t en d e d

t h e s e s s i on s o f th e d i e t . I n fa c t t h ey w e r e s t ru ck to c ommemora t e h i s h o l d i ng
th e o ffi c e of v i ca r of th e Emp e ro r . ( I l l s . N os. 1 a n d

N o. 8 , A n abap t ists of Mu n ster , Th a ler , no da te .

Coi n N o . 3 sh ow s a ve ry fi n e p or t ra i t o f ano th e r s t r ong Saxon su ppo r t e r
o f Lu th e r , J oh n Fre d e r i c k t h e Mag nan imou s , t h e l ea d e r of t h e Lu th er an s i n

th e War of t h e Leagu e o f Smalcald , wh en th e Lu th e ran s
’
cau s e wa s bad ly de

fe a t e d
,
an d n ear l y opp r e s s ed . A t t h e B a t t l e o f M iih lberg i n 1547 , t h i s E l e c to r

wa s cap tu r e d by Emp e ro r Cha rl e s V . and th e t ra i t o rou s Duk e M au r i c e of

N o. 9 , S trassbur g , Th a ler , 161 7 .

Saxony
,
a n d i n sp i t e o f t h e Emp eror

’
s p rom i s e s of amn e s ty , h e was h e l d a

cap t i v e fo r five yea r s
,
a f t e r h e h a d b e e n d ep r i v e d of t h e e l e c t ora l d ign i ty

wh i ch was t ran s fe r r e d t o M au r i c e an d h i s A l b e r t i n i a n l i n e , a s a r eward fo r h i s
l oya l ty t o th e Empe ro r . Th i s s p e c imen , a t r i p l e c r own , commemorat e s t h e

r e d emp t i on by Joh n Fre d e r i ck of t h e bu rgrav i a t e o f M agdebu rg, wh i ch p r ev i
ously h ad b e e n p l e dged w i t h an oth e r Ge rman P r i n c e a s s e cu r i ty fo r a l oan .

Th e E l e c t o r’s d ev i c e “M y H op e i s i n t h e Lord” i s exp resswe o f h i s p i e ty .

No . 4 o f our c oi n s a l s o h a s r e f e r e n c e t o t h e s e s ame ev en t s , a s i t i s a

c rown s t ru ck by J oh n Fre d e r i c k j o i n t l y w i t h Lan dgrav e Ph i l i p p o f H e s s e , a n d
i s gen e ra l ly known a s t h e Tha l e r of t h e Smal c al d i a n Leagu e . Ph i l i p p su ff e r e d

th e s ame fa t e a s h i s Saxon b ro th e r- in- a rms
,
bu t h i s fa t e s e ems s o mu ch mo r e

u nj u s t
,
a s h e h a d v o lu n ta r i ly su r r en d e r e d h im s e l f t o t h e Emp ero r af t e r th e

d e f ea t of h i s a l ly an d had b e e n p romi s e d h i s f r e e d om b e fo r e d oi n g so.
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A s a Numi sma t i c ev i d e n c e o f t h e va r i e ty o f t h e fo r c e s c o n s t i t u t i ng t h e
Sma l c a l d i a n Le agu e

,
we h av e in No . 5 an o th e r so-c a l l e d

“

Smal ca l d i a n

Tr i umph -Tha l e r
,

” i s su e d i n 1546 by t h e F r e e C i ty o f B ru n sw i ck , d ep i c t i ng on
t h e r ev e r s e t h e R e su r r e c t i o n

,
w i th on e o f t h e o f t—r e cu r r i ng mo t t o e s o f t h e

Lu th e ran s
,
qu o t e d f rom th e B i b l e

,
Th e wo rd o f t h e Lo r d e n du r e t h fo r ev e r .

‘

N o. 10, S trassburg , Square Th a ler , 1 61 7 .

On e o f t h e eff e c t s o f t h e R e fo rmat i o n a n d Lu t h e r’s p r e a c h i ng was a s e r i e s
o f up r i s i ng s i n va r i ou s pa r t s o f G e rmany

,
c h i e f l y am ong th e p e a s a n t s a n d th e

su p p r e s s e d l owe r c l a s s e s a s w e l l a s t h e s p r ea d o f d i s s e n t i ng do c t r i n e s , s e c t s
an d t e a ch i n gs wh i c h w e r e by n o m e an s ap p rov e d ev e n by t h e r eb e l l i ou s r e

fo rm e r s a ny mo r e th a n th e Chu r c h o f Rom e . Th e b e s t kn ow n o f t h e s e l a t t e r
was t h e r i s e o f t h e s e c t o f t h e An ab ap t i s t s , d e sp i s e d an d r ev i l e d by o l d e r
h i s t o r i an s o n a c c ou n t o f t h e s o c i a l ex c e s s e s an d c ru e l t i e s o f t h e i r f o l l ow e r s

,

bu t by mo r e r e c e n t i nv e s t i ga t o r s r e c ogn i z e d a s p o s s e s s i n g c o n s i d e r ab l e m e r i t
i n th e i r d o c t r i n e s wh i ch we r e t h e p r e cu r so r s a n d founda t i o n s o f s e c t s e x i s t i ng

N o. 1 1 , Ma g d eburg , Th a l er , 161 7 .

t o - day . Un d e r J oh n Vo n Leyd e n , Mat thy s , Kn i pp e r do l l i n g a n d Knech t ing i n

1533 , t h ey ga i n ed p o s s e s s i on of t h e C i ty o f Mun s t e r i n We s tp h a l i a a f t e r t h e

expu l s i o n o f th e B i s h op ; J oh n Von Leyd e n wa s s e t u p a s “K i n g o f Z i o n” ; a n d

th i s C i ty r ema i n e d u n d e r t h e i r c ru e l
,
ye t r e l i g i ou s l y i n s p i r e d ru l e u n t i l 1535 ,

wh e n an a rmy c ompos e d o f b ot h Ca th o l i c a n d P ro t e s t an t p r i n c e s o f t h e Emp i r e
pu t an e n d t o i t w i t h e qu al c ru e l ty

,
v i s i t e d u p on th e l e ad e r s a n d fo l l ow e r s o f
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r eve r e n c e a n d e n t hu s i a sm th e many an n i v e r s a r i e s w e r e c e l e b r a t e d t h r ough ou t

t h e l an d
,
by p r i n c e s a s w e l l a s c i t i e s i n a l l p a r t s o f t h e c ou n t ry wh e r e

P r o t e s t an t fa i t h an d wo r s h i p r e ign e d .

Th e c e l eb ra t i o n o f t h e fi r s t C en t e n n i a l o f Lu th e r’s 95 Th e s e s IS s h ow n in

ou r N os . 9 t o 12 . Th e fi r s t tw o o f t h e s e exp l a i n t h e i r ow n pu rp o s e by t h e i r

N o. 1 6, S ilesia , E va n g e l ica l E s ta tes,
Th a ler , 1 634.

l ege n d : I n m emory o f R e l i gi o n r e s t o r e d 100 yea r s ago by t h e D i v i n e G r a c e
an d o f t h e s e co n d C e n tu ry au sp i c i ou s l y b egu n

,
t h e S en a t e a n d t h e P e op l e o f

S t ra s sbu rg c au s e d th i s c o i n t o b e s t ruck o n N ov . l st
,

“L i gh t a f t e r D ark
n e s s ,

”

an d
“Le t a l l t h e E a r t h a do r e t h e Lo r d a n d s i n g P r a i s e s u n t o H im

.

”

N o. 1 7 , E is lebe n , Lu th er Th a ler , 1 661 .

Lu th e r a n d h i s p r e d e c e s s o r Hu s s , t h e B oh em i a n r e fo rm e r wh o a n t i c i p a t e d h im
by j u s t a hu n d r e d y e ar s , bu t t h e p e rman e n cy o f wh o s e work h a d b e e n d e s t i n e d
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to come to a n en d u po n t h e fago t s o f th e s tak e a t w h i ch th e Cou n c i l o f Con
s tan c e c o nd emned h im to b e bu rn t . Th i s c o i n on th e obve r s e sh ows the p re t ty
coa t—of—a rm s of t h e C i ty o f Mag d ebu rg ,— th e Ca st l e of t h e M a id

,
— in t h e

c e n t r e of t h e I mp e r i a l d oub l e Eagl e , a n d on t h e r eve r s e th e bu s t s o f Hu ss an d
of Lu th e r . w i t h h i s t o ry g rav e n i n s i lve r : Aft e r t h e pa s s i n g of a hund re d year s

,

N o. 1 9, Aug sburg Meda l , 1 7 1 7 .

ye sha l l a n swe r me ; p roph e cy of J oh n Hu s s , bu r n t a t t h e s tak e i n 1415
“A f t e r t h e l ap s e o f th e s e , D r . M a r t i n Lu th e r wa s rou s ed by th e Lo rd to r e s t o re
th e d i v i n e t e ach i ngs i n t h e y ea r 15 17

Tha t t h i s C en t en n i a l s h ou l d h av e b e e n w i d e l y c e l eb r a t e d i n t h e v e ry own

l and o f t h e Grea t R e fo rme r , i s bu t n a tu ra l an d i s ex emp l i fi ed i n N o . 12, t h e

N o. 20, Saxo n y , Saalfi eld , D uca t , 1 7 1 7 .

Thal e r , i s su e d by Joh n Geo rge , El e c t o r o f Saxony ( t oge th e r w i t h many o th e r

d en om i na t i on s ) o f i de n t i c a l d e s i gn , s h ow i n g h i s own p or t ra i t , an d tha t o f h i s
i l lu s t r i ou s an c e s t o r , Fre d e r i ck I I I . , th e W i s e ; ca r ry i n g th e r eve r en d l egen d :
“Th e W'

o rd o f t h e Lo rd e ndu r e t h fo r ev e r .”

N o. 21 , E ise n bach Meda l , 1 7 1 7 .

J oh n Geo rge o f Saxony l a t e r a l s o c e l e b ra t e d t h e c en t e nn i a l o f th e p re s e n

tat ion o f t h e Augsbu rg Con fe s s i on , on Ju n e 25 th ,
1530. Th i s wa s t h e docu

m en t i s su e d by t h e Lu th e ran p r i n c e s an d s t a t e s o f th e Emp i r e wh i c h wa s p r e
s en t e d t o Emp e ro r Char l e s V . an d t h e d i e t s i t t i n g a t Augs bu rg a t th a t t ime .
I n i t w e r e fo rmu l a t e d a l l t h e t e n e t s of t h e n ew fa i t h , i n o rd e r to c l a r i fy a l l t h e
p o i n t s o f t h e i r dogma

,
c on t ra s t i n g i t sh a rp ly wi th th os e o f th e Ca th ol i c a n d
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t h e so- c a l l e d Re fo rme d Chu r c h . Th e c o i n h e r e sh ow n (N o . 14) aga i n s h ow s
t h e p o r t r a i t o f Joh n Ge o rge , a n d o n t h e r e v e r s e , h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , J ohn t h e
Con s tan t , t h e Saxon su b s c r i b e r o f t h e Con f e s s i o n , w i t h su i t ab l e i n s c r i p t i o n s ,
a n d th e d ev i c e : “Th e n am e o f t h e Lo r d i s t h e s t r o nge s t Tow e r .”
Fo r a mome n t , we l eav e t h e m emor i a l s o f a n n i v e r s a r i e s a n d fi n d i n N o . 15

a m eda l , mad e by S eb a s t i a n Dadler
, whi ch c ommemora t e s t h e Le i p s i c Conv en

N o. 22 , S tol berg , Gu ld e n , 1 7 1 7 .

t i o n . Th i s wa s c a l l e d by th e E l e c t o r o f S ax on y fo r t h e p u rp o s e o f b r i ng i ng
t oge th e r bo th th e p r o f e s s o r s o f t h e Lu t h e r an an d t h e R e fo rm e d Fa i t h a n d
a t t emp t i n g t o u n i fy t h e t e n e t s a n d d ogmas o f t h e s e two

.
A c ommon b a s i s

,

h ow ev e r , cou l d n o t b e r e ac h e d , a s t h e p a r t i e s r e fu s e d t o g i v e i n o n t h e s ev e ra l
m i n o r p oi n t s o n wh i c h t h ey d iff e r ed , an d th e Co nv e n t i o n fa i l e d i n i t s p u rp o s e s .

N o. 23 , S tol berg ,
Meda l , 1 7 1 7 .

Th e obve r s e sh ows a v i ew o f th e C i ty o f L e i p s i c
,
wi t h t h e exp l a n a t i o n

: E l e c
t o r J oh n Ge o rge o f Saxony wa t c h e s w e l l f o r t h e Gl o ry o f t h e Lo rd

,
a n d h o l d s

h e re 21 Conv e n t i on . God gra n t t h e fu lfi l lm e n t o f t h e d e s i r e d e n d
.

” Th e r e v e r s e
s h ows an a l l e go r i c a l r ep r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e fam e o f t h i s C i ty by r ea s on o f i t s
c omme rc e a n d i t s u n ive r s i ty

.
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I l lu s t ra t iv e of t h e p owe r of t h e Pro t e s ta n t i n f lu e n c e s i s c o i n N o
. 16, a

t ha l e r i s su e d by th e
“

Eva n ge l i ca l E s ta t e s o f S i l e s i a i n 1634 a t B re s l au
,
wi t h

th e n ame of th e Lord su rmou n t i ng th e c oa t of a rm s
,
a n d th e mot to : “Our

Sa lvat i o n a nd our Vi c to ry .

”

I n th e yea r 1661 , t h e C i ty o f E i s l e b en i s su e d a numbe r o f me da l s an d

c o i n s , c ommemora t iv e o f Lu th e r , a s t h i s C i ty wa s h i s b i r th p l a c e . Th e obve r s e
,

N o . 17 , s h ows t h e bu s t of Lu th e r .
“M ar t i n Lu th e r

,
t h e l a t e p r each e r an d

p rofe s s o r a t o f th e H oly S c r i p tu r e s .
” an d t h e r eve r s e

,
a v i ew o f

t h e Cit v of E i s l e b en .

“
Th e \Vord of God , an d th e Teach i ngs of Lu th e r sha l l

n o t p e r i s h i n a l l e t e rn i ty .

”

N o. 25 , B ra n de n burg Ansbaeh , Tha ler , 1 730.

Th e s e c on d Ce n t e n n ia l of t h e b egi nn i n g of th e R e fo rmat i on
,
1717, i s v e ry

la rgely r ep re s en t ed i n ou r c o l l e c t i o n of num i sma t i c monumen t s .

Th e c e l eb ra t i o n i n t h e l an d s of Lou i s Rudo l ph
,
duk e of B run swi ck , i s

s h own on th e meda l i s su e d a t B l an ke n bu rg
,
No . 18, an ange l f ly i ng ove r th e

c oun t ry s i d e , wi t h th e i n s c r i p t i o n
“
Noth i ng n ew bu t wha t w e h ave h ad from

th e b egi nn i ng .”

N o. 26, H am burg , Th a ler , 1 7 30.

O n e of t h e s ev e ra l m eda l s is su e d a t Augsbu rg i s i l lu s t ra t e d i n No . 19,

made by P . H . Mul l e r , o n wh i c h Lu t h e r i s s h own na i l i n g th e th e s e s up on th e
doo r o f t h e Chu rc h of W i t t e n b e rg w i t h t h e ca l l “Open th e Ga t e s , an d th e

D i e ty o f Au gsbu rg off e r i n g a sac r ifi c e b e fo r e an a l ta r , on wh i c h s tand s a
ca n d l e an d a n op e n b ook wi th t h e wor d s abb r ev i a t e d ,

“
Th e W or d o f t h e Lo rd

Endu r e t h f o re v e r .” I n h e r ha nd s h e h ol d s a t ab l e t wi t h t h e Augsbu rg Confes
s i o n : “Le t a Ju s t P eop l e E n t e r .
Duke Joh n E rn e s t o f Saxony - Saal fe l d i s su e d a du ca t (No . s h owi ng

h i s own bu s t ; Saa l fe l d c e l eb ra t e s t h e j ub i l e e w i t h j oy ,
”

and on t h e r eve r s e

th a t of Lu th e r
,
w i t h th e l ege n d Lu th er’s Teach i ng sha l l e ndu re t o e t e r n i ty .

”
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Th e coun c i l o f t h e C i t y o f E i s e n a c h i s su e d a m eda l i l lu s t r a t e d i n N o . 21,

wh i c h m igh t b e c r i t i c i s e d a s b e i ng ov e r l o a d e d w i t h d e s ign s . I n th
e
ye a r 1617

t h e r e oc cu r r ed a gr e a t fi r e wh i ch i s p i c tu r e d o n t h e ob v e r s e , E i s e n a ch in

S orr ow an d i n Joy ,” “
Wher e th e Lo rd d o e s n o t gu a r d t h e C i ty

,
a n d “B e Y e

do e r s o f th e Word an d n o t a l o n e h e a r e r s .
” Th e r ev e r s e s h ow s t h e Wa r tbu rg

,

N o. 27 , Memm i n g e n , Duc a t , 1 7 30.

whe r e Lu th e r sp e n t i n s e cu r i ty t h e y e a r s a f t e r t h e d i e t o f Wo rm s
,
wh e n h e

h a d b e e n ou t l aw ed by t h e b a n o f t h e Pop e a n d th e Emp e ro r . “Th ou a r t Goo d
,

O h Lo rd , a n d M e r c i fu l ; gr e a t a r e Thy Wond e r s .
” R e f e r e n c e i s a l s o mad e t o

Lu th e r’s s t ay i n E i s e na c h i n t h e y ea r 1500, wh e n h e was a t t e n d i ng s c h oo l
t h e r e a s a p oo r ch o r i s t e r an d wa s tak e n c a r e o f b y F r au Co t t a

,
i n t h e inscrip

t i o n
“
Th e Poo r M an S ta n d e th Th e r e .”

Th e Coun t s o f S t o l b e rg, a sma l l i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t e o f t h e Emp i r e
,
a l s o

p r ov ed th e i r r e l i g i ou s a rd o r a s w e l l a s t h e f e r t i l i ty o f t h e i r s i l v e r m i n e s by t h e
i s s u e o f c o i n s an d m eda l s . No . 22 i s a gu l d e n i s s u e d b y Ch r i s t op h e r F r e d e r i ck
a n d Jo s t Ch r i s t i a n , s h owi ng t h e u su a l emb l em of S t o l b e rg

,
t h e S t ag

,
a n d t h e

l ege n d s Go d B l e s s a n d P r e s e rv e ou r M i n e s
,
a n d “Oh Lo r d

,
Comfo r t u s

;
l e t u s l i v e an d w e sh a l l c a l l u p o n Thy H oly N am e

.

”

N o . 28, N ur emb er g ,
Meda l , 1 7 30.

N o . 23 i s a m eda l by Ch i s t i a n Ko ch fo r t h e S t ra s sb e rg M i n i ng S o c i e ty
,

s h owi ng t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e m i n e , a n d a fi n e p o r t ra i t o f Lu t h e r
,
wi t h th e

l ege n d : H op e t ru s t i n g i n t h e Lo rd n ev e r fa i l s i n i t s goo d w i s h e s
.

” Aga i n w e
s e e t h e sma l l figu r e o f t h e S t o l b e rg S tag o n t op o f a mou n t a i n

.

A n a lmo s t i d en t i c a l bu s t o f Lu t h e r i s s h own o n t h e m eda l
,
a s c r ib e d t o

L e i p s i c
,
a l s o c ommemo ra t i n g th e 2nd Cen t e n n i a l of t h e B eg i n n i ng o f t h e

N 0 9 0 H i l l
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Re fo rmat i o n ( N o . Th e r ever se sh ows an a l ta r
,
on wh i c h a re p la c e d a

c ro s s . th e b ib l e an d c hu r ch v e s s e l s , w i t h th e l eg e n d “
Guar d w e l l wha t t h ou

ha s t
,
l e s t thy Crow n b e tak e n f r om th e e .

”

I n Ch ron o l og i ca l o rd e r we n ex t p re s e n t fou r c o i n s an d meda l s
,
N os . 25 to

28
,
w h i c h c ommemora t e t h e s e c o n d c en t e n n i a l of th e Au g s bu rg Co n fe s s i on .

N o. 30, F ra n k fur t , D uca t , 1 81 7 .

Char l e s \Villiam Fr e d e r i ck , M argrav e of B ran d enbu rg An sbac h
,
i s su ed a

tha l e r u p on th i s ev en t (No . 25 ) sh ow i ng h i s own p or t ra i t , and on t h e reve r s e

t ha t o f h i s a n c e s t o r , M argrave Ge orge , who was o n e of t h e s i gne r s of t h e

Con f e s s i on , an d had i n t rodu c e d th e R e fo rmat i on i n h i s domai n s ; a n d th e C i ty
of Hambu rg, th e t ha l e r s h own i n No . 26. Th e C i ty o f M emmi n ge n i s su ed a
v e ry p r e t ty du ca t to c ommemora t e t h e ev en t (No . 27 ) s h ow i n g t h e C i ty , w i t h

l e ge n d : “Oh Lord
,
l o ok upo n t h e l ow ly ,” upon th e obve r s e , an d up on th e

r ev e r s e a figu r e , b l owi ng a t rumpe t s tan d i ng by an a l ta r .

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e i n t h i s c on n e c t i o n t ha t a l th ough th e eve n t wa s
fi t ting ly ob s e rv e d i n t h i s Ci ty , i t ha d not sub s c r i b e d t o t h e Augsbu rg Gou fe s

s i on a t th e t im e o f i t s p r e s e n ta t i on
,
bu t t oge th e r w i t h s eve r a l o t h e r u pp e r

Ge rman Ci t i e s , M emm i ngen had adh e re d to t h e do c t r i n e s o f Zw i ngl i an d th e
R e fo rm ed Chu rch

,
an d had j o i n e d th e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f a s ep ara t e Con fe s s i o n

,

a s or t o f m i n o r i ty r epo r t d iff e r i ng i n s ev e ra l d ogma t i c p o i n t s f rom Lu t h e r’s
doc t r i n e s an d fo rm i ng an i r r ec on c i l ab l e d iv i s i o n i n t h e rank s of th e Re

fo rmer s .

The s ame ev en t i s a l s o i l l u s t ra t e d by a smal l meda l (N o. 28) i s su e d by

Vestner o f N urmberg ,
on th e obv e r s e o f wh i ch E l e c to r J oh n Fre d er i ck an d

Lu th e r a r e p i c tu re d
,
uph o l d i ng t h e Augsbu rg Con fe s s i on b e twe en th em ;

“Th ey h ave c on qu e r e d by th e word o f t h e i r t e s t imony .

” Th e r eve r s e sh ow s a

p roc e s s i on , ca r ry i n g th e A rk of t h e Covenan t ;
“Thy W o rd i s t h e l i gh t o f ou r

fo ot s t ep s .”

N o. 3 1 , Prussia , VIed al by Loos, 1 81 7 .

That t h e Re fo rmat i on was i n t rodu c e d i n t h e C i ty of Hi l d e s h e im on

S ep t . l st , 1542 , i s p e rp e tua t ed i n th e meda l , (No . s t ru ck u po n th i s s e con d

Ce n t e n n i a l . A n a l l ego r i c a l figu r e r ep re s en t i ng th e C i ty i s s t an d i ng n ear an
a l ta r o n wh i c h r e s t s a b ook

,
i n s c r i b e d up on i t s p age s “Th e B i b l e

”
an d

"Th e
Augsb e rg Con fe s s i on

,

” an d th e i n s c r ip t i o n , s t range to s ay , i s t h e sam e i n Lat i n

a s th e l a s t sp e c im en h ad i n Ge rman . Th e r ev e r s e sh ow s a ga l l e on u nde r fu l l
s a i l : Sa f e u nd e r t h e Gu i dan c e o f Ch r i s t .”
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I n t h e 19th Cen tu ry c e l e b r a t i o n s o f A n n i v e r s a r i e s o f t h e R e fo rma t i o n
h av e l ikew i s e b e e n p e rp e tu a t e d i n Numi sm at i c a r t , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h r ough
t h e i n t r odu c t i o n o f mod e r n mach i n e ry th i s a r t h a s b e e n a t l e a s t m e ch an i c a l l y
p e r f e c t e d

,
ev e n t h ou gh t a s t e m i gh t c l a im t h a t a r t i s t i c a l l y a p e r f e c t i on i s n o t

p o s s ib l e
.
Th e T e r c e n t e n n i a l o f t h e R e f o rmat i o n , 18 17, i s r ep r e s e n t e d i n ou r

c o l l e c t i o n by th e g o l d du ca t , i s su e d by th e f r e e C i t y o f F r a nk fu r t , (N o .

N o. 32 , Sp ires , Protes ta tio n Med a l , 1 829.

a n d by a meda l b y Loo s
,
a t t r i bu t e d t o P ru s s i a , (N o . Th e s e two examp l e s

fo r t h e fi r s t t im e i n ou r s e r i e s i n d i c a t e t h e u n i o n o f th e Lu th e r a n Chu r c h a n d
th e R e fo rm ed Chu r c h

,
fi n a l l y a c c omp l i s h e d i n t h a t y ea r . A s w e a l r e a dy s aw ,

a l l a t t emp t s t o u n i t e t h e s e two s e c t s h a d h e r e t o fo r e fa i l e d, a n d o n t h e c o n t ra ry,
t h ey ha d b e e n b i t t e r l y h o s t i l e t o ea c h o t h e r . F i n a l l y i n t h i s y ea r ,— 1817,— t h e

c i v i l au t h o r i t i e s i n P ru s s i a d e c r e e d th e u n i o n o f t h e two fa i t h s , a n d e n fo r c e d
i t , an d o t h e r S t a t e s fo l l owe d su i t . Th e au t h o r i t i e s p e rm i t t e d e a c h c o ng r ega
t i o n t o u s e a t p l e a su r e t h e Augsbu rg Con fe s s i o n o r t h e H e i d e lb e rg Ca t e c h i sm

,

wh i c h l a t t e r wa s t h e Con f e s s i on o f Fa i t h o f t h e R e fo rmed Chu r c h . Th e u n i o n
wa s al s o c omb i n e d wi t h t h e pu b l i c a t i o n o f a n ew l i tu rgy i n t e n d e d f o r c ommon
u s e .

Th e c o i n s an d m eda l s aga i n c o n t a i n p r op aga n da
,
o r p r o f e s s i on s o f fa i t h ;

fo r t h e Frank fu r t du c a t p ro c l a im s a lmo s t t h e i d e n t i c a l d ogmas a s t h e A n a
b ap t i s t Tha l e r o f Mun s t e r i s su e d i n 1534 (No .

“O n e Lo r d
,
O ne Fa i t h

,
O n e

B ap t i sm , O n e God an d Fa th e r of A l l , an d t h e wo r d s o f t h e o l d a n d s t i r r i ng
b a t t l e hymn :

“A s t r on g fo r t r e s s i s ou r God , an d t h e n i n d i c a t i n g t h e u n i o n s
o f th e two s e c t s :

“Th e Un i t e d Eva nge l i c a l Ch r i s t i a n s o f t h e F r e e C i t y o f
F ra nk fu r t .”

N o . 3 3 , C oburg , Med a l , 1 830.

The Lo os m eda l a l s o exp r e s s e s th e ha rm ony th e n e s t ab l i sh e d b e tw e e n t h e
two fa i th s , by sh owi n g on th e obv e r s e t h e bu s t o f Lu t h e r a n d o n t h e r ev e r s e
th e two p o r t ra i t s o f Lu th e r

’

s f ol l ow e r
,
M e la n ch t h on

,
an d o f t h e gr e a t Sw i s s

r e fo rme r a n d fou n d e r o f t h e R e fo rme d Chu rc h
,
U l r i c h Zw i ng l i .

Th e Th i rd C en t e n n ia l o f an o th e r e v e n t o f t h e R e fo rmat i o n wh i c h ou r
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of i n du l ge n c e s i n a s im i l a r mann e r t o wha t Lu th e r h a d d o n e tw o y e a r s e a r l i e r .
Zwing l i’s t ea c h i ng s l e d a l on g th e s am e p a th s of s e c e s s i o n f rom t h e ex c e s s e s

a n d t h e fa l la c i e s o f th e Chu r c h o f Rome , bu t h e h im s e l f l e a n e d mo r e t owa r d
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n c omb i n a t i o n w i t h r e l ig i ou s o n e s . Zw i ng l i w e n t s o fa r a s
t o a c tu al l y e n gage i n war fa r e i n b eh a l f o f h i s Fa i t h , a n d m e t h i s d e a t h i n
b a t t l e fo r r e l i gi ou s eman c i p a t i o n a n d p o l i t i c a l f r e e d om o f h i s C i t y . A s r egar d s
t h e r e c on c i l i a t i o n b e tw e en th e t e a c h i n gs o f t h e tw o gr e a t r e f o rm e r s , Lu t h e r
a nd Zw i ng l i

,
we have a l r e a dy s e e n t h a t t h i s wa s d e l ay e d f o r t h r e e c e n tu r i e s , in

sp i t e o f r e p ea t e d effo r t s , t h e man da t e s o f p o l i t i c a l w i s d om , a n d t h e fa c t t h a t

o n ly u n impo r tan t an d t r i v i a l d e t a i l s o f d ogma k e p t t h em ap ar t .
Wh i l e Zwi ngl i t augh t t h e n ew do c t r i n e s i n Zu r i c h , Ca l v i n d i d so i n Ge n ev a

,

wh en c e t h e Re fo rm e d Chu r ch s p r ea d ov e r F r a n c e
,
S c o t l a n d a n d H o l l a n d . In

s p i t e o f c ru e l p e r s e cu t i o n s , t h e R e f o rme d Chu r c h man age d t o ma i n t a i n i t s e l f
i n F ran c e , u n t i l fi n a l ly Lou i s X IV . by t h e r ev o c a t i o n o f t h e E d i c t o f N a n t e s i n
1685 , c omp el l e d t h e l a s t o f i t s p r o f e s s o r s i n F ra n c e to s e ek t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f

N o. 36, H esse, M ed a l , 1 698 .

more t o l e r an t ru l e r s . S eve ra l G e rman p r i n c e s gl ad ly r e c e i v e d th e r e fuge e s a s

a t h r i f ty an d i n du s t r i a l l y d e s i rab l e e l em en t o f t h e p opu l a t i o n
,
o f wh i c h ou r

l a s t m eda l (No . 36) b ea r s w i t n e s s . Th i s wa s d e s i gn e d by L e C l e r c u p o n th e
l ay i n g o f th e c o rn e r s t on e o f t h e Fr e n c h Chu rc h b y Lan dgrav e C h a r l e s o f
H e s s e . Th e obve r s e s h ows the Chu rc h w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n : “ I t s t a n d s i n
s a fe ty i f t h e Su p r em e Pow e r w i l l s i t .” Th e r ev e r s e t e l l s i t s own h i s t o ry '

“

Cha rl e s I , Lan dgrav e o f H e s s e , mov e d by p i ou s z ea l , wh e n h e h a d gra n t e d a
r e fuge i n h i s l an d s t o t h o s e ex i l e d f rom F ra n c e b y r e a s o n o f th e i r R e fo rm ed
R e l ig i o n , cau s e d th i s t emp l e t o b e e r e c t e d f o r t h e i r u s e

,
a f t e r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n

o f pu b l i c p e ac e , an d u po n h i s own b i r t h d ay , t h e n on e s o f Augu s t , 1698, whe n
h e h ad r e a ch e d th e age of 45 yea r s

,
l a i d t h e c o rn e r s t o n e

.

”

A s w e s t a t e d b e fo r e , th i s h a s b e e n i n t e n d e d o n ly a s a ske t c h y a n d v e ry
i n c omp l e t e exh i b i t i o n i n co n n e c t i o n w i t h ou r subj e c t

,
a n d d ow n t o our p r e s e n t

d ays , th e numb e r o f m eda l s a n d c o i n s u p o n Lu t h e r
,
t h e R e fo rma t i o n a n d t h e

Lu th e ra n Chu r ch e s i s b e i ng a dd e d t o . I n fac t
,
t h e p r e s e n t Fou r t h C e n t e n n i a l

,

ju s t ce l eb ra t e d , h a s p r odu c e d s om e n ew c r e a t i o n s
,
a l s o i n ou r own c ou n t ry

,

wh i c h fo r a r t i s t i c a c h i ev em e n t a r e qu i t e w or th y o f, i f n o t su p e r i o r t o , t h e i r
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W ith The Ed itor

Why Tin Coi ns Decay
Some t ime ago we we r e a sk e d why t i n c o i n s d ec ay ed . A co r r e sponden t

i n fo rms u s t ha t t h e d i s i n t egra t i o n of t h e meta l c an on ly o c cu r i n a t emp e ra tu r e

no t ex c e e d i n g d egr e e s Fah r e nh e i t . Ti n de cay i s th e r e for e mos t p reval e n t
i n co l d c l ima t e s . Th i s i s wo rt h kn owi ng, M r . Co l l e c to r . I f you l iv e i n a co l d
d i s t r i c t

,
l ook af t e r you r t i n co i n s and ke ep th em n i c e an d warm on z ero n igh t s .

Of c ou rs e t h i s app l i e s a l s o t o t i n medal s .

Wi l l Palest ine Hav e a Nat ional Coi nage ?

I t i s h a r d to r ead th e fu tu r e , bu t Pal e s t i n e , r e c ogn i z e d and p ro t e c t e d by
Ame r i ca an d B r i t a i n an d t h e o th e r A l l i e d Powe r s , wi l l d oub t l e s s i n t h e fu tu r e

h av e a na t i on a l c o i n age . I f s o , i t w i l l b e no th i n g n ew . To S imon Macca

baeus, t h e Hasmon ean , An t i o chu s V I I of Syr i a , gran t e d co i n i ng p r iv i l ege s .
I gi v e t h e e l eav e a l s o

,

” run s t h e r oyal d e c r e e ,
“
to co i n mon ey for thy cou n t ry

w i t h t h i n e own s tamp . I Mace. ( 139- 138 B . C .) I t i s i n t e r e s t i ng t o
rememb e r t h a t I O N

,
on th e s i l v e r t e t radrachms of Al exan de r t h e Gr ea t , s t and s

fo r J opp a
,
o r Ja ffa , t h e p o r t o f J e ru sa l em .

F in land Has a Ye l low L ion on It s N ew F lag
Th e i n de p en de n c e o f F i n l a n d ha s b e e n r e cogn i z e d by Swede n an d Ge r

many and i t i s exp e c t e d t ha t D e nmark an d N orway w i l l fo l l ow su i t . Fi n l a nd’s
n ew fl ag s howi ng a ye l l ow l i o n o n a r e d b ackgrou nd i s a l r e ady fl yi ng i n many
p l ac e s

.
Th e co l o r ch o s e n for t h e l i on i s u n fo r tu na t e ; we p re f e r th e S cot ch

r e d l i o n o n a ye l l ow ba ckgrou nd . Howeve r—h ere
’
s lu ck to t h e F i n n i s h l i on ,

bu t i t s c h an c e o f l i v i n g w i l l b e mu ch gre a t e r i f t h e A l l i e s ex t en d t h e g l ad h and
t o i t

.
An i nd ep en d en t cou n t ry w i th i t s own f l ag wi l l doub t l e s s h av e i t s own

c o i nage
,
an d a l i o n w i l l l ook we l l on i t .
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The L ion in Heraldy

Stu de n t s o f h e r a l d ry t e l l u s t h a t t h e a rm s o f E ng l a n d c o n ta i n e d on ly two
l i o n s u n t i l R i c h ar d t h e F i r s t

,
kn own a s C o eu r—d e-L i o n , a dd e d a t h i r d , a f t e r -h i s

c o nqu e s t of Pa l e s t i n e
,
an d t h a t t h e t h i r d l i o n h e p r ob ab l y a dop t e d a s t h e w e l l

k nown s t an d ar d o f t h e c ou n t ry wh e r e h i s gr e a t e s t exp l o i t s w e r e p e r fo rme d .

I n t h e b ook o f ‘Numb e r s i t s ay s
,
s p eak i n g o f I s r a e l : “

H e cou c h e d , h e l ay

down a s a l i on
,
a n d a s a gr ea t l i o n ; who s h a l l s t i r h i m up ?

” I t i s c u r i ou s , p e r
h ap s s i gn i fican t

,
t h a t th e l i o n figu r e s s o p r om i n e n t l y o n t h e a rm s o f t h e c ou n

t ry th a t h a s fo r c e d th e Tu rk i s h f o r c e s f rom J e ru s a l em .

The Quest ion Box

We cal l t h e a t t e n t i o n o f ou r y ou nge r r e a d e r s t o t h i s d e p a r tm e n t o f ou r

M on th ly
.
A s fa r a s w e k now

,
a l l t h e qu e s t i o n s a n sw er e d a r e f rom you ng c o l a

l e c t o r s
. W e ar e p l e a s e d t o n o t e. t h i s , a s i t s h ow s th ey t ak e a n i n t e l l ige n t

i n t e r e s t i n c o i n s an d m eda l s . A t t h e s am e t im e w e r em i n d t h em ,

“Rom e wa s
not bu i l t i n a day .

” N e i t h e r wa s Fo r t Wo rt h ; t h ey a r e s t i l l a t i t . I t t ak e s
y ea r s to bu i l d a mod e r n c i ty , a n d i t t ak e s qu i t e a f ew t o mak e a n advan c ed
c o l l e c t o r

,
bu t k e ep up you r i n t e r e s t i n c o l l e c t i n g . Th e mo r e you d o s o , t h e

gr ea t e r p l ea su r e i t w i l l g i v e y ou .

The J . P ierpon t Morgan Col lect ion
Th e su bj e c t fo r t h e D e cemb e r me e t i n g o f t h e Amer i c a n N um i sma t i c So

c iety o f N ew York was th e c o l l e c t i o n o f an c i e n t a n d mod e r n co i n s a n d m eda l s
l oa n e d by M r . P i e rp on t M organ . Th e d iff e r e n t s e r i e s r ep r e s e n t e d we r e ab l y
t r e a t e d by s ev e ra l m emb e r s who ca l l e d a t t e n t i o n t o many o f t h e gem s o f t h e
famou s c o l l e c t i o n . E sp e c i a l ly r i c h i n c h o i c e s p e c im e n s w e r e the G r e ek a n d
Roman s e r i e s

,
c o n t a i n i n g many p i e c e s o f t h e fi n e s t w orkman s h i p a n d u tmo s t

ra r i t y . Th e gr ea t p i ty i s t h a t s u c h a c o l l e c t i o n i s p r a c t i c a l l y u nk n own t o t h e
maj or i ty o f Ame r i c an c ol l e c t o r s . I f i t w e r e p o s s i b l e t o p ub l i s h a c a t a l ogu e
w i t h p l a t e s i l lu s t ra t i n g th e c h o i c e s t p i e c e s

,
w e fan cy i t wou l d h av e a n ex t e n s i v e

s a l e . Th e s tu dy o f su c h a ca t alogu e w ou l d b e a n educatoin t o c o l l e c t o r s

gen e ra l l y . M r . Morgan h as s h own h i s r e ad i n e s s t o s h a r e h i s p l e a su r e w i t h

o th e r s by a l l ow i n g h i s p r i c e l e s s c o l l e c t i o n t o b e exh i b i t e d . Doub t l e s s h e wou l d
go s t i l l fu r th e r an d s an c t i o n t h e p r e pa ra t i o n o f a work t h a t wou l d b e o f t h e
u tmo s t va lu e a nd g iv e p l e a su r e t o o th e r s .

Last Cal l For D i nner
You kn ow wh a t t h i s m e an s wh e n t r av e l i ng

,
an d you a c t p r omp t l y . B y fa r

th e gre a t e r numb e r o f ou r su b s c r i b e r s h av e r e n ewe d . I f you a r e o n e th a t h a s
fa i l e d t o d o so , k i n d l y a t t e n d t o i t a s s oo n a s p o s s ib l e . Tak i n g i t a l l a rou n d
we b e l i eve our Mon th l y i s fu l l y wor t h a h a l f- d ol l a r t o you . N o

,
w e a r e n o t

du n n i n g you ; on l y ge n t l y r em i n d i n g , and t h a t
’s a l l t h a t i s n e e d e d

.
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The F i rst Coinag e Ac t Passed By Cong ress
FRAMED BY ALEXANDER HAMILTON

Th e fi r s t c o i nag e ac t p a s s e d by Con g r e s s , Apr i l 2 ,
1792

,
e s t ab l i sh ed t h e

mone ta ry sys t em of th e Un i t e d S t a t e s . Th e ba s e s of t h e sy s t em we re : Th e

gol d do l la r or un i t c o n ta i n i ng and th e s i l ve r dol l a r or u n i t c o n ta i n i n g
g ra i n s of pu re s i l v e r . O f t h e g ol d c o i n s th e doub l e e agl e was au th or iz ed

t o b e c o ine d by a c t of M a rc h 3 , 1849 ; eagl e , ha l f eagl e a n d quar t e r eagl e ,
Apr i l 2 ,

1792 ; t h r e e do l l a r p i e c e . Feb rua ry 2 1 , 1853 ; one dol l a r , M ar ch 3 , 1849 .

O f th e s i l ve r c o i n s t h e do l l a r
,
hal f do l l a r , quar t e r d ol l a r , d imea nd hal f d ime ,

Apr i l 2 , 1792 ; t ra d e do l la r , Feb ruary 12 ,
1873 ; Columb i an ha l f dol l a r , Augu s t 5 ,

1892 ; I s ab e l l a quar t e r d ol l a r , M a rch 3 , 1893 ; twe n ty c en t p i e c e , M a rch 3 , 1875 ;
th re e c e n t p i e c e , M ar ch 3 , 185 1 . O f th e mi n or co i n s

,
t h e five c e n t

,
n i ck e l

,

M ay 16, 1866; th r e e c e n t , n i ck e l , Marc h 3 ,
1865 ; two c en t , b ronz e , Apr i l 22 ,

1864; one c e n t , c op p e r , Ap r i l 2 , 1792 ; one c e n t , n i cke l , Feb ruary 2 1 , 185 7 ; one
c e n t , b ronz e , Apr i l 22 ,

1864; h a l f c e n t , c opp e r , Apr i l 2 , 1792 .

Th e co i n age sys t em of t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s t hu s e s t ab l i s h ed i n 1792 , fo l l owe d
c l o s e ly t h e r e c omme nda t i on of Al exa n de r Ham i l t on

,
fi r s t Se c reta ry o f t h e

Tr ea su ry
,
i n h i s rep or t on th e e s t ab l i shmen t of a m i n t . Th e p r i n c i p a l fe a tu r e s

of t h i s fi r s t c o i n age a c t we r e th e adop t i on of t h e b ime t a l l i c sys t em
,
of t h e

d e c ima l sy s t em of r e ck on i n g, an d of t h e do l l a r a s t h e u n i t of va lu e .

Al exan de r H ami l t on
’

s p l a c e i n h i s t o ry i s t h a t o f t h e organ i ze r of Ame r i can

fi nan c e , an d on e o f t h e ch i e f au th or s of t h e Con s t i tu t i o n of th e Un i t e d S ta t e s .
H i s ch i e f wo rk wa s don e i n a n ob s cu r e i f n o t i ngl o r iou s p e r i o d of Amer i c an
h i s t o ry b e twe e n th e r ev o lu t i o n an d th e p r e s i d e n cy o f Thomas J eff e r s on . I n

t h e ea r l y day s o f t h e Repu b l i c , t h e c on s t i tu t i o n wa s n o t a t a l l l i k e t ha t by

wh i ch i t i s now gove rn ed . I t wa s a l o os e c on fe d e ra t i o n or l eagu e . Th er e was

no P r e s i d e n t i n t h e mod e r n s e n s e , an d p rac t i ca l l y n o n at i o n al Gove r nm en t .
“Congr e s s h ad no subj e c t s . I t was me r e l y th e cou n c i l o f an a l l i an ce . I t cou l d

r equ i s i t i o n supp l i e s an d mon ey and men ; bu t i f a S ta t e ch os e t o fi l l i t s ea r s
w i t h wax and p ay no h e ed , t h e c e n t ra l au th o r i ty was w i t h ou t any r emedy bu t

p a t i e n c e . Ove r th e i nd i v i du a l c i t i z e n s o f t h e S t a t e i t h a d n o j u r i s d ic t i o n wh at

s o ev e r .” I t i s s u e d p ap e r mon ey, an d t h e va lu e s ank to two c e n t s o n th e dol l a r .

Sta t e s d i spu t e d w i t h e a c h o th e r ov e r t e r r i t o ry ; M as s achu s e t t s was t h e s c e n e
of a r eb e l l i o n u nde r Dan i e l Sh ays .

Hami l to n advo ca t e d a c l o s e r u n i on . H e p rop os e d tha t t h e h ea d o f t h e

na t i o n s h ou l d b e app o i n t e d fo r l i f e
,
o r good b eh av i o r , subj e c t t o imp ri s on

men t . H e d i d n o t ge t h i s way i n al l t h i n gs , bu t h e d i d su c c e ed , i n conj u n c t i on

wi t h o th e r s
,
i n h av i n g th e l oos e l eagu e c onve r t e d i n t o th e Un i on who s e

s t r en gth wi l l h av e a m i gh ty i n f lu e nc e i n d e c i d i ng th e r e su l t s of th e p r e s e n t war .

Th e Fe de ra l p a r ty
,
o f wh i c h Hami l t on wa s th e l e ad e r

,
s t oo d fo r c e n t ra l i z a t i o n .

Th e Repub l i can pa r ty o f t h a t t im e wa s t h e ch amp io n o f S t at e r i gh t s an d i n d i

v i dua l l i b e r ty . I t s l e ad e r wa s Thomas J eff e r s on , Pr e s i d e n t f rom 1801 t o 1809 .

He su c c e ed e d i n d i v e r t i n g t h e Un i o n f rom th e c e n t ra l i z i ng impu l s e wh i ch
Ham i l t on h ad give n .

“H e wa s an d i s a p opu l a r i do l ,
”
s ays Gol dw i n Smi th .

“O f a l l Ame r i c an s t a te sme n h i t h e r t o , J e ff e r s on h as l e f t th e d e ep e s t imp r e s s i on
on t h e ch a rac t e r o f h i s p e op l e .

” I t wa s a s S e c r e t ary o f t h e Trea su ry th a t
Hami l t o n’s work a s th e o rgan i z e r o f n a t i ona l fi nanc e wa s don e . Aaro n Bu rr ,
whos e amb i t i o n to b e c ome Gove rn or of N ew York h e thwar t e d , c ha l l e nge d
h im to a due l i n 1804. Hamil t o n , t h ough opp os e d to t h e p ra c t i c e o f du e l l i n g,
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fe l t boun d t o a c c ep t t h e c ha l l e n ge , an d o n t h e b an k o f t h e H u d s o n h e r e c e i v e d
h i s d ea t h wou nd .

I t wa s on ly by a c c i d e n t t h a t H am i l t o n c am e i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h B u r r . H i s
r ea l a n t agon i s t wa s J eff e r s o n . J eff e r s on wa s t h e i n d i v i du a l i s t . H ami l t o n t h e

a dvo ca t e o f c e n t r a l i z e d powe r . O l i v e r s ays :
“Ham i l t o n’s l ov e fo r h i s c ou n t ry

wa s a lways gr ea t e r t h an h i s l ov e f o r h i s c ou n t rym en . Th e em o t i o n a l s i d e o f
h i s n a tu r e wa s s t i r r e d by th e i d e a o f a n a t i o n

,
r a t h e r t h a n b y t h e i n t e r e s t s o r

suff e r i n g s o f th e va r i ou s m as s e s o r c l a s s e s o f w h i c h ev e ry n a t i o n i s c omp o s e d .

”

Ame r i c a owe s mu ch t o H ami l t o n— mu c h t o J eff e r s o n a n d t h e o t h e r Na t i o n
B u i l d e r s wh o work e d w i t h t h em i n t h e s am e g l o r i ou s t a sk . We re ap an d

en j oy t h e f ru i t s o f t h e i r l ab o r s , o f wh i c h t h i s c ou n t ry o f ou r s i s t h e r e su l t .

Medal Commemorat ing Vi s it of
F rench and B riti sh War Comm i s s ion s

To commemo ra t e t h e v i s i t t o N ew Yo rk o f t h e B r i t i s h a n d F ren c h Com
m i s s i on s in 19 17

, a s p e c i a l m e da l h a s b e e n p r e p ar e d .
Th e obv e r s e o f t h i s

m eda l was d e s i gn e d by Dan i e l Ch e s t e r F r e n c h ; t h e r e v e r s e i s t h e work o f M i s s
Ev e lyn B . Longman .

From th e h al f- t on e r ep r odu c t i on may b e h a d an i d e a o f t h e b e au ty o f t h e
m e dal . On t h e obve r s e , i n l ow r e l i e f, i s r e p re s e n t e d t h e symb o l i z e d h e a d o f
Vi c to ry , c rown e d w i t h a t r e n ch - h e lm e t . To th i s i s b oun d a s p r i g o f oak,

a

l i l y an d a c l u s t e r o f p i n e n e e d l e s , a s emb l em s o f Eng l a n d , F ra n c e a n d th e
Un i t e d S t a t e s . Th e i n s c r i p t i o n r ead s : “To Commemora t e t h e V i s i t t o N ew
York o f t h e F r en c h an d B r i t i s h Wa r Commi s s i on s

,
Th e A r t i s t’s s ign a

tu r e i s p l a c e d i n c on s p i cu ou s l y on t h e s h ou l de r b an d
.
Th e r ev e r s e

, ( th e d e s i gn
o f M i s s Longman ) , d ep i c t s a gr ou p o f t h r e e figu r e s . Th e i n s p i ra t i o n o f

F ra n c e p e r s on ifi e d by J oan of Are , an d th e c h i va l ry o f E ngl an d i n th e gu i s e o f
a m ed ia eva l kn i gh t

,
—b o th i n fu l l a rmou r ,—a r e en l i s t i n g t h e a i d o f Ame r i ca n

L i b e r ty i n t h e wor l d-wa r fo r f r e e d om . Th e t i n y l e t t e r s o f t h e a r t i s t’s s i gna
tu r e a n d th e da t e a r e t h e on ly ins c r i p t i o n

.

Fi v e of th e s e m e da l s i n gol d h av e b e e n s t ru ck f o r p re s en ta t i o n t o M
.

Ren e
V i v i an i a n d M ar sh a l J o s ep h J off r e , o f th e F r e n c h Commi s s i o n ; t h e R i gh t H on .

Ar thu r Jam e s B al fou r an d L i eu t e n an t -Gen e ra l G . T .
M

.
B r i dge s

,
of t h e B r i t i s h

Comm i s s i on ; an d t o the fo rm e r Mayo r o f N ew Y ork C i ty
,
Hon

.

Joh n Pu r r oy
M i t ch e l .



fie l d's
C
'Numismatfr 311111 11 11n 3 7

ADD I T IONAL NOTES ON

Lu ther and the Reformat ion , I l l u strated on Coins

and Medal s
I t i s bu t fi t t i ng tha t w e r e f e r t o s ome of th e s e r ec e n t medal l i c memor ia l s ,

i s su e d upon th i s occa s i on i n our own c ou n t ry , a s bo t h i n d e s i gn a s w el l a s

i n s c r i p t i on s an d s e n t im en t s exp r e s s ed , t h ey a re r emi n i s c e n t of t h e o l de r

memo r ia l s wh i ch we have a l r eady d e s c r i b e d i n th e Feb ruary i s sue of th e Nu

m ismat ic M on th ly .

Th e Quad r i c e n t e n n i a l Commi t t e e , r ep r e s e n t i ng va r i ou s Lu th e ra n b od i e s ,
wi th h ea dqua rt e r s i n Ph i l a d e l ph i a , i s su e d a v e ry hand some meda l d e s i gn e d by
M r . J . M . Swan s on of N ew York C i ty, wh i l e t h e de s ign s we r e cu t by t h e

M e da l l i c Ar t Co . o f New York an d th e meda l s we r e s t ru ck by J . K . Davi son’s

Sons

Th e meda l symb ol i z e s th e b egi n n i ng of a Pro t e s tan t i sm , th e obver s e

s h ow i n g th e Crana ch h ead of Lu t h e r w i th th e words of th e famou s hymn ,
“A St ron g Fo rt r e s s i s Ou r God and th e dat e s o f Lu th e r’s b i r t h an d d ea th ,
1483 to 1546. Rev . sh ows Lu th e r n a i l i ng h i s t h e s e s t o th e doo r o f th e Chu r c h

a t W i t t e nb e rg wi t h a n op e n b i b l e ab ove an d th e s e rp e n t on a c ro s s b e l ow ,

an d th e v e r s e s J ohn , 3 , 14 and 15 , t h e l egen d r ead i ng
“Quadr i c e n t en n i a l o f th e

Re fo rmat i o n .” I n th e fi e l d a r e t h e dat e s 15 17- 19 17 ( s e e i l lu s t ra t i on No .

Anoth e r me da l up on th i s ev en t wa s i s su e d by th e M i s sou r i Synod Th i s

s h ows on th e obv e r s e a bu s t of Lu th e r to t h e l e f t w i t h th e i n s c r i p t i o n M ar t i n
Lu th e r

,
Oc t ob e r 3 l st , 1917 , th e h ead h av i ng b e e n cop i e d f rom an ear l i e r

m eda l . The r ev e r s e sh ows an ange l , i l lu s t ra t i n g
“Reve l a t i on X IV , 6 an d

and agai n quo t e s t h e Lu th e ran B at t l e Hymn
,
i n Ge rman . Th e l egen d r ead s :

“Ame r i can Ce l eb ra t i o n of t h e 400th Ann iv e r s a ry o f th e R efo rmat i on
Th e t e ch n i ca l wo rk of t h e meda l wa s don e b y Rob e r t B . Sch iefner and W i l l i am
G . B l o ck . (Se e i l l u s t ra t i o n N o .

O th e r medal s h av e b e e n i s su e d by var i ou s Lu th e ran b od i e s i n t h e Un i t ed

Sta t e s , among wh i c h we ar e i l l u s t ra t i n g two wh i ch we re manu fa c tu r e d by th e
Wh i t eh e ad Hoag Co . of Newark , N . J . :

A b ronz e meda l mad e fo r t h e Ed en Pub l i s h i ng H ou s e o f S t . Lou i s
, on

t h e obve r s e s h ow ing an op en b ook on whos e page s app ea r th e l e t t e r s a l ph a an d

omega ; Eph . I V . 3-6; J oh n XV I I . 21 ; a c ro s s ab ove a n d j oi n e d h an d s b e l ow .

“Cen t en ary o f t h e Evange l i c a l Un ion 1817 R ev . s h ows cup w i th i n a

fi e l d o f wi n e l eav e s an d grap e s w i th t h e l e t t e r s J H S , an d on a r i bb on Joh n 15 ,
5 - 16. Quad r i c e n t e nn i a l of t h e R efo rmat i on 15 17

Th e o th e r one
'

of t h e W h i t eh e ad Hoag i s su e s was mad e fo r t h e j o i n t

Lu th e ran Commi t t e e on t h e Ce l eb ra t i o n o f t h e Quad r i c e n t e n n i a l of t h e

Re fo rma t i on
,
r ev e r s e sh owi ng a s i mi l a r d e s i gn a s th e meda l ab ove de s c r i b e d

o f Lu th e r a ffix i ng th e t h e s e s to th e Chu rch doo r w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n “Lu th e r
p os t i n g th e 85 th e s e s Th e obve r s e o f t h i s m eda l qu o t e s Lu t h e r’s word s a t

t h e D i e t o f W o rms
,
Her e I s t an d , I cann o t do oth e rw i s e , God h e l p me .

”

“
15 17

‘Quad r i c e n t e n n i a l o f t h e R e fo rma t i o n .

” A cro s s an d a r e l i g i ou s

de c o ra t i o n u p on l au re l l e ave s a r e sh own i n th e l ow e r p ar t o f th e fi e l d w i th
t h e smal l i n i t i a l s W . 8: H . Co.

”
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THE QUESTION BOX

Fr om va r i ou s c o r r e s p on d e n t s i n d iff e r e n t s e c t i o n s c ome th e s e qu e s t ion s .

The Ducat -Where and When F i rst Issued
Th e s i l v e r p i e c e s i s su e d i n Apu l i a i n 1 140by Roge r I I o f S i c i l y i n h i s ow n

name an d th a t o f h i s s on Roge r I I I , Duk e o f Apu l i a , h ad t h e l e ge n d R . DX . AP .

for R oger Duke o f Apu lia, a n d we r e o ffi c i a l l y kn own a s du cat i , o r “ c o i n s o f

t h e du c hy . Th e s e w e r e th e e a r l i e s t du c a t s . Th i s t e rm wa s a l s o ap p l i e d ' t o

t h e go l d c o i n , 1 18 g ra i n s , da t e d 1 5 58 , o f M a ry I , o f S c o t l an d , s t ru ck du r i n g h e r
u n i on w i t h th e D aup h i n o f Fr a n c e . Duca t s w e r e a l s o s t ru ck fo r va r i ou s C on t i
nental S ta t e s .

Foreign Dol lars S t ruck B efore 1 794
H as any fore ign nation stru ck c oins cal led dol lars, be fore th e United S t a tes

st ru ck t hem in 1 794?

Th e r e a r e s i l v e r c o i n s o f J am e s V I . o f S c o t l a n d ( 1567- 1603 ) kn own a s
sw ord - do l l a r s . Th e s e a r e da t e d f rom 1567 t o 15 71 i n c l u s i v e .

Obve r s e
,
name

and t i t l e a n d th e c r own e d a rm s o f S c o t l a n d b e tw e e n I . R . ,
b o t h c r own e d ;

r ev e r s e , a swo rd e r e c t , h av i ng a han d o n th e l e f t o f t h e swo rd p o i n t i ng t o the
va l u e X X X on t h e r i gh t s i d e

,
t h e d a t e b e l ow . L ege n d : PRO .

M E
.
S I

.

M E REOR . IN . ME . (Fo r m e ; i f I d e s e rv e i t , aga i n s t me . )
Th e s e w e r e cu r r en t for Th i r ty Sh i l l i n g s S c o t s (Th i r ty pen c e E n gl i s h ) .

Th e doub l e ma rk i s s u e d f r om 15 78 to 1580
,
i s a l s o k n own a s t h e t h i s t l e - do l l a r

.

Th e r ev e r s e o f th isI c on s i s t s o f an u n c rown e d t h i s t l e b e tw e e n I
. R . ,

t h e d a t e
,

an d l eg en d : NEMO . ME . IMPVN E . LACE SSET. (No on e s h a l l h u r t m e
wi t h impu n i ty . )

Cha rl e s I I . s t ru ck fo r S c o t l a n d co i n s kn own a s d o l l a r s
,
da t e d 1676, 1679

a n d 1680t o 1682 . Th e s e h av e h i s bu s t o n ob v e r s e
,
a n d th e s h i e l d s o f S c o t l a nd

,

E n g l an d , F ra n c e an d I r e l a n d c r own e d i n f o rm o f a c r o s s
,
a th i s t l e i n e a ch

qua r t e r , a n d two C
’
s i n t e r l i nk e d i n c e n t e r

.

What Is a Bungtown Copper ?”
Th i s t e rm i s mos t l y g i v e n t o im i t a t i o n r ega l h a l f - p e n n i e s o f G e o rge 1 1 1 .

I t h a s b e e n c l a ime d t h ey we r e mad e a t a p l a c e c a l l e d B un gt ow n
, now B arn ey s

v i l l e , i n Swan s ea , Mas s . Any k i n d o f c op p e r o f c ru d e wo rkman s h i p
,
s t ru ck

wi th ou t p rop e r au th o r i ty t h a t c i r cu l a t e d i n t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s o r C an ad a m i gh t
b e c al l e d a

“

bu ngt own . Tok e n s w i t h a bu s t a n d l ege n d su c h a s “
Geo rge

ru l e s ,
”

w i t h a h a rp , a nd
“
B r i t a i n s I s l e s” on r e v e r s e

,
a r e s om e t im e s ca l l e d

Pe n n sy lv an i a bung towns . W e a r e p l ea s e d to s ay
,
fo r t h e c r e d i t of P ennsyl

van i a , t h a t t h i s i s n o t c o r r e c t . Th ey a r e B r i t i s h t ok e n s a n d l i s t e d a s su c h by
A t k i n s i n h i s w o rk 011 t h a t s e r i e s

.

The Gold S tel la-a Is It a Regu lar Coi n ?
Phe S t e l l a o r fou r d ol l a r p i e c e wa s s t ru ck i n 1879 a s a p a t tern c o i n fo r a

n ew d e nom in a t ion , bu t wa s not ad op t ed . On ly a f ew sp e c im en s w e r e s t ru ck
.
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c ou n t ry
,

b e i ng a lmos t c omp l e t e i n t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s s e r i e s w i t h many gr e a t
ra r i t i e s

,

an d a lways f e a tu r i n g c o i n s i n t h e fi n e s t ob t a inab l e s t a t e o f p r e s e rva
t i on .

Th i s h i gh c l a s s n um i sm at i c s t o c k i s t o b e s o l d a t au c t i o n w i t h ou t r e s e rv e .

I t w i l l b e d iv i d e d i n t o s ev er a l s a l e s
,
a l l o f wh i c h w i l l b e m ad e o f ge n e r a l i n t e r

e s t
,

c on ta i n i ng a go od a s s o r tm en t o f e a ch s e r i e s r ep r e s e n t e d i n t h e s t ock o f
Coi n s

,
Meda l s

,
B ook s

,
Cab i n e t s

,
e t c . Th e r e w i l l b e no c h a rg e mad e for a ny

of t h e ca t a l ogu e s . Th ey w i l l b e s e n t t o a l l wh o a r e i n t e r e s t ed .

The Sp r ing f ie l d Coin C lu b
Th e 60th me e t i n g o f t h e Sp r i n gfi e l d C o i n C l ub wa s h e l d i n t h e ro oms o f

t h e Sp r i ngfi e l d Ch amb e r o f C omme r c e 011 Wedn e s d ay , D e c emb e r 12 th ,
1917 ,

wi th P r e s id en t Pon d i n t h e c h a i r . Th e r e w e r e fou r t e e n m emb e r s p r e s e n t , v i z
M e s s r s

.
Cur t i s

,
Co nv e r s e

,
D r own e

,
Fu l l e r

,
Mor s e , Morr i s , O l i v e r , P on d , Pr e

vo s t
, Sh ee n , S t on e , VVolcot t , an d A . W . M o r r i s . Th e r e w e r e t h r e e v i s i t o r s ,

on e o f whom was t h e e s t e em e d P r e s i d e n t o f t h e A . N . A . , M r . Car l Wur tzbach ;

th e o th e r s b e i n g M e s s r s . Wat e rman an d O rfut t .

Th e mi nu t e s of t h e N ov emb e r me e t i ng wer e r e ad a n d ap p r ov e d . Upon

mot i on
,
t h e Tr ea su r e r’s r ep or t wa s d i s p e n s e d w i t h . A n app l i c a t i o n fo r mem

he rsh ip was r e c e i v e d f rom M r . A . A t l a s L ev e , o f Sy ra cu s e , a n d wa s

la i d on t h e t ab l e u n t i l ou r n ex t me e t i n g i n c o n fo rm i ty w i t h ou r B y—l aw s . Ap

p l i c a t i o n fo r m emb e r sh i p wa s a l s o r e c e i v e d f r om M r . Car l W ur tzbach , of Le e ,
M a ss ,

an d u p on mo t i o n by M r . Pr evo s t , du ly s e c o n d e d , t h e ru l e s w e r e su s

p e nd ed an d t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e A . N . A .
,
M r . Wur tzbach , wa s mad e a m emb e r

o f t h e Sp r i n gfi e l d Co i n Clu b by a c c l ama t i on .

Th e qu e s t i o n o f th e a nnu a l d i n n e r wa s t h e n d i s cu s s e d a n d u p on mo t i o n i t

wa s d e c i d e d t o l ay t h e mat t e r o n t h e t ab l e , w i th a t e n de n cy t o . ab an d on th e

mat t e r b e cau s e o f t h e wa r . M r . S t o n e th e n s p ok e o f au c t i o n s a l e s r e c o r d s a n d
t h e m emb e r s a l l t h ough t t h e pub l i c a t i o n o f t h e s am e i n a s imp l e f o rm a s ou t

l i n e d by M r . S ton e
’
s c o r re sp on d e n t wa s a good o n e .

Mr . Wur tzbach was i n t r odu c e d a s t h e sp eak e r o f t h e e v e n i n g by P r e s i d en t
Pon d , wh o s t a t e d amon g o th e r t h i n gs th a t the Sp r i ngfi e l d C o i n C lu b f e l t
h i gh ly h ono re d by th e v i s i t p a i d t h em by ou r Nat i on a l Pre s i d e n t . M r . Wur tz
ba c h gave an i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k o n c o i n s

,
p a r t i cu l a r l y t h e C o l on i a l c o i n s

,
an d

du r i n g h i s t a l k exh i b i t e d h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f Co l o n i a l c o i n s
,
wh i c h i s a dmi t t e d to

b e on e o f t h e l a rge s t an d mos t va luab l e i n t h e c ou n t ry . M r . Wur tzbach t r a c e d

t h e h i s t o ry o f t h e c o i n s f rom 1200 B . C . up t o t h e p r e s e n t t i m e
,
b r i ng i n g ou t

th e gr ea t impo r tan c e o f c o i n s i n fix i ng t h e d a t e s o f h i s t o r i c a l ev e n t s
,
c i t i n g

c a s e s wh e r e ac c e p t ed da t e s h ad b e e n p r ove d e r ro n e ou s th roug lr t h e fi nd i n g o f

c o i n s o f t h e t im e . H e emph a s i z e d th e n e e d o f t e a ch i n g t h e you n g e r ge n e ra t i o n

t o h av e a p ro pe r r ega rd fo r th e co i n s o f th e i r cou n t ry
,
wh i c h r ep r e s e n t a l l t h e

s t ru ggl e s o f t h e for e fa t h e r s an d t h e p ow e r b eh i n d t h e Gov e r nme n t
. N o c ou n

t ry w i th ou t a good sys t em o f c o i n age c an ra nk h igh an d i n t h e wa r t h e c ou n t ry
w h i c h h a s t h e mo s t r e s ou rc e s

, r ep r e s en t e d by mon ey and sp e c i e , w i l l w i n , h e

as s e r t e d . H i s r em a rk s w e re gr ea t l y ap p r e c i a t e d by th e c l u b an d a r i s i n g v o t e
o f th ank s wa s gi v e n h im .

Upon adj ou rnme n t , t h e o ffi c e r s of th e c l u b t oge t h e r w i th M r
. Wur tzbach

we r e t h e gu e s t s o f P r e s i d e n t Pond a t t h e K imba l l H o t e l
.

A . W . MORR I S
,
S e c r e ta ry .
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The 61 st meet i n g of t h e Sp r i ng fi e l d Co i n Club u a s h e l d i n th e rooms of

th e Sp r i n g fi e l d Chamb e r of Comme rc e on \\7ednes day , Ja n ua ry 9 th, 19 18 ,
w i th

Pre s i d e n t Po n d i n t he c ha i r . Th e r e wer e e l ev e n membe r s p r e s e n t , a s fol l ow s :
M e s s r s . Cur t i s

,
Conve r s e , Fraz i e r , Fu l l e r , M cCowan ,

G . M . M orr i s , M o r s e ,
O l i v e r , Po n d , S to n e , a n d A . W . M or r i s . Th e r e wa s one v i s i t o r , M r . O rfut t .

The app l i ca t i on for memb e r sh i p of A . A . Lev e , of Syra cu s e
,
N . Y .

,
was

p r e s en t e d . Up on mot i on
,
du ly s e c ond ed a n d car r i e d

,
i t was u n a n imou sly vot ed

t ha t “h e b e gi ve n l e av e t o w i t h draw h i s app l i c at i o n ” an d th a t t h e S e c r e tary
n o t i fy h im to t h a t eff e c t .

Th e e n t e r t a i nmen t c ommi t t e e r ep or t e d th a t our f e l l ow—memb er , Elmer E .

Sea r s , wou l d s oon g i v e a ta l k o n c ou n t e r f e i t s . I t wa s sug ge st ed by M r . Ol i ve r
tha t we g et t h e m i n or p roof s e t s of D e n ve r an d San Fra n c i s co for th e var i ou s
memb e rs wa n t i ng th em .

Th e annua l r ep or t s we r e t h e n cal l e d fo r : t h e Se c r e t a ry
’s r ep or t for t h e

yea r s h owi ng t h e t o ta l a t t e n dan c e o f 147 memb er s , an d 10v i s i to r s , wi th twe l ve
me e t i ng n i gh t s . Ga i n of memb e r sh ip b e i ng 3 , maki ng th e t o ta l memb e rsh i p
o f t h e c lu b 40. Th re e memb e rs

,
name ly

,
P . C . Pond , J . E . M or s e and A . W .

M o r r i s we r e p r e s e n t a t a l l me e t i n gs , wh i l e W . S . Ful l e r o n l y m i s s e d o n e n i gh t .
Th e Tre a su r e r

’
s r ep or t sh owe d a gai n o f c as h 011 h an d ove r the ' fi rst of

Ja nua ry
,
19 17 , of b e s i d e s a sub s tan t i a l b a l a n c e an d al l b i l l s p a id . Th e

r ep o r t of M r . Cu rt i s , th e Li b ra r i a n , sh owed we had s i x ty- s ix pub l i c at i o n s on

hand , a n d th a t t h e membe rs had ha n de d h im suffi c i e n t c l i pp i ngs to fi l l s eve n
page s i n ou r s c rap—b ook .

Th e annua l e l e c t i o n of offi c e r s wa s t h e n ord er e d , an d Pre s i d en t Pon d ap

po i n t e d a s t e l l e r s , A . W . Conve r s e an d G . M . M or r i s . M r . Pon d wa s p ropos e d
fo r r e- e l e c t i o n a s p r e s i d e n t

,
bu t h e r e fu s ed t o co n s i d e r t h e n om i n a t i on , b e cau s e

o f bu s i n e s s p re s su r e , an d t h e r eupon our Vi c e Pr e s i de n t of t h e l a s t two year s ,
M r . Char l e s A . Fraz i e r

,
was e l e c t e d Pr e s i d e n t fo r t h e e n su i ng year . M r . W . S .

Ful l e r o f W
’

estfi eld was e l e c t e d V i c e Pr e s i d e n t , an d M r . A . W . M o rr i s r e

e l e c t e d Se c r e ta ry an d Tre asu re r .

Aft e r a sh o r t bu t v e ry p l ea s a n t s p e e ch f rom M r . Pond , h e re s i gn e d th e
c ha i r to M r . Fraz i e r , the n ew Pr e s id en t . .Upon mot i on o f A . W . M or r i s

,
a

r i s i n g vo t e o f th anks wa s gi ve n M r . Pond for h i s ma n y gi ft s t o th e c lub an d
fo r h i s s t r e nu ou s eff or t s in t h e c lub ’s b eh al f du r i ng h i s t e rm of offi c e .

New an d o l d o ffi c e r s we r e th e gu e s t s of t h e n ew Pre s i d en t , M r . Fraz i e r ,
a t a la t e supp e r . A . W . MORRI S , S e c re ta ry .

Th e 62nd mee t i ng o f th e Sp r i n gfi e l d Coi n Club wa s h e ld i n t h e ro oms of
th e Sp r i n gfi e l d Chamb e r o f Commer c e on W e d n e s day, Feb ruary 13 th , w i t h

ou r n ew Pre s i d e n t
,
M r . C . A . Fraz i e r , i n th e cha i r . Th er e we r e fi f t e e n mem

b e r s p r e s e n t
,
a s fo l l ow s : M e s s rs . Bu g b e e , D r own e , Fraz i e r , Ful l e r , Krage r ,

M cCowan ,
G . M . M or r i s

,
M o rs e

,
O l i v e r , Pond , Pr evo s t , Sea r s , Sh ean , S t on e ,

and A . W . M o r r i s . Th e r e wer e fou r v i s i t o r s M e s s r s . J . H . W h i pp l e
,
L . Pack

ard
,
D . J . B ragg, J r . , and J . J . Buck l ey .

Th e sp eak e r o f th e ev en i n g
,
M r . Elme r E . S ea r s , ou r fe l l ow -memb e r an d

th e we l l k n ow n Swa n s e a Num i smat i s t , was t h e n i n t ro du c e d . He gave a ve ry

i n t e r e s t i n g ta l k on cou n t e r f e i t s an d th e i r d e t e c t i on
,
i l lu s t ra t i ng h i s t a l k wi th

nume rou s s k e t ch e s on a b l a ckboa rd ; p oi n t i n g out t h a t th e r e w er e t h re e k i nd s

of cou n t e r f e i t s or im i t a t i o n s , n ame l y , e l e c t r o typ e s , c op i e s , a n d al t e r e d dat e s ,
of wh i c h th e l a s t wou l d b e fa r t h e mos t dange rou s . He par t i cu l a r ly i l lu s t ra t ed
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Rochester Num i smat ic A ssoc iation
h ow t o t e l l a g enu i n e 1799, 1804 an d 1856 c e n t , a s w e l l a s t h e 1804 d o l l a r , e t c .

A f t e r h i s v e ry i n s t ru c t i v e t a lk o n t h e ab ov e sub j e c t , h e gav e by sp e c ia l r e qu e s t
a bu r l e s qu e or

“ t ak e -off” o n Raymon d H i t ch c o ck , wh i c h w ou l d h av e m ad e ev e n
H i t ch co ck h ims e l f “gr e e n w i t h e nvy . A r i s i n g v o t e o f t h a nk s wa s g i v e n
M r . Sear s fo r h i s e n t e r t a i nmen t .

M r
.

O l i v e r
,
t h e S e c r e t a ry o f t h e A . N . A . , t h e n exh ib itde h i s

‘

c o l l e c t i o n o f

f ra c t i o na l cu r r e n cy o f ab ou t on e hu n d r e d an d tw e n ty- fi v e c r i s p var i e t i e s . M r .

Pon d
,
ou r ex—P r e s i d e n t

,
a l s o exh i b i t e d a p ar t o f h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f p ap e r m on ey .

B o th o f t h e s e exh i b i t s w e r e v e ry mu ch app r e c i a t e d b y t h e m emb e r s a n d
v i s i t o r s .

Aft e r a s ho r t au c t i o n
,
t h e m e e t i n g ad j ou rn e d , a n d t h e o ffi c e r s o f t h e c lub ,

t oge th e r w i t h t h e sp eake r o f t h e ev e n i ng
,
we r e t h e gu e s t s o f ou r ex-P r e s i d e n t ,

M r
.
P ond

,
a t a m i dn i gh t c o l l a t i o n o r

“
f ou r t h m ea l o f t h e d ay .

”

A . W . MORRI S , S e c r e t a ry .

The 138th mee t i n g o f t h e Ro ch e s t e r Num i sma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n wa s c al l e d
t o ord e r a t t h e H o t e l Roch e s t e r

,
Tu es day

,
January 22 , 1918, by P r e s i d e n t H . H .

Yawg er . M emb e r s p re s e n t : M es s r s . Yawg er , L . G . Amb e rg, G i l l e t t e , Horn e r ,
Loizeau,

B or radaile
,
Savage

,
B e r n s t e i n , W . H . Amb e rg , Bu n n e l l , Woodbu ry,

B au e r
,
S tan l e y

,
Su n day

,
D r . You ng, D r . F r e n c h , P l umb , D r . T i l l o t s o n ,

Maunov ry ,
Wol ff. M i nu t e s o f l a s t m e e t i ng wer e r e a d an d ap p r ov e d .

A l e t t e r wa s r e c e i v e d f r om D r . D . A . You ng o f B uff a l o
,
s t a t i n g t h a t h e

wou l d b e a t t h e m e e t i n g i f t h e t ra i n s we r e ru n n i n g . Th e D oc t o r c am e i n w i t h
h i s u su a l h appy smi l e ju s t p r i o r t o t h e l e t t e r b e i n g r e ad .

A t e l egram was r e c e iv e d f rom M r . Car l Wur tzbach , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e

Ame r i c a n Num i sma t i c A s s oc i a t i o n
,
s t a t i ng t h a t h e r e g r e t s v e ry muc h t ha t

ow i ng t o t h e fu e l an d l igh t s i tu a t ion , h e h a d b e e n p r ev e n t e d f r om com i ng , a n d
w i s h i n g u s a mos t e nj oyab l e a n d p r ofi t ab l e ga t h e r i ng a n d s e n d s g r e e t i ng s
t o a l l . a

Le t t e r r e c e i v e d f rom M r . D ell . An g ell, o f M i lwauk e e ; a l s o f rom M r . C . F .

C la rk e o f Le Roy , r eg r e t t i n g ve ry mu ch t h e i r b e i n g u n ab l e t o a t t e n d t h e
me e t i n g .

Pos t a l s r e c e i v e d f r om Vi c e P r e s i d e n t D r . S . Han d l e r a n d M r . Koeb ,

s t a t i n g th a t ow i ng t o t h e i r i l l n e s s , t h ey d i d n o t b e l i e v e t h ey wou l d b e ab l e t o
a t t e n d t h i s m e e t i n g .

W . H . Amb e rg r e ad a n a r t i c l e r ega rd i ng t h e W i l l ow B e n d I n n
,
wh i c h was

fo re c l o s e d on J a nua ry loth . Many o f t h e m emb e r s r eg r e t t e d t o l e a r n o f t h i s
,

a s t h ey we l l r em emb e r e d h av i n g h ad many a p l e a s a n t t i m e wh i l e s t opp i n g

th e r e fo r t h e i r d i n n e r a t t h e R . N . A . ou t i ng s .
A h an d some wat c h fob mad e o f a go l d p i e c e i n ca s e d i n a go l d b a n d

an d su sp e n d e d on a go l d p l a t e , h av i ng t h e fo l l ow i ng i n s c r i p t i o n i n fou r l i n e s :
Mi l t on Rob l e e— From— Ro ch e s t e r Num i sma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n— Jan

.

wh i ch wa s mou n t e d on a b l a ck s i lk r ibbo n
,
was p r e s e n t e d by M r

.
G i l l e t t e o n

b eh a l f o f th e a s s oc i a t i o n t o M r . M i l t o n R ob l e e
,
manage r o f t h e H o t e l Roch e s

t e r , a s a t oke n o f ou r ap p r e c i a t i o n fo r t h e many c ou r t e s i e s ex t e n d e d t o th e
R . N . A . du r i n g t h e pa s t yea r . M r . Rob l e e th a nk ed th e a s s o c i a t i o n i n a m os t
fi t t i n g man n e r a n d h op e d t o c on t i n u e t o b e a s c h e s ty w i t h h i s ge n e r ou s c ou r
t esies i n t h e fu tu r e a s h e h a d b e e n i n t h e pa s t ; an d a l s o s t a t e d du r i ng h i s re
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marks t ha t h i s p a r t i cu l a r r e a s on for fe e l i ng ch e s ty i s tha t h i s son h as b e e n
p romo t ed M aj o r i n t h e Army .

Aft e r th e mee t i n g t h e a s soc i a t i o n h e l d i t s 6th an n ua l d i n ne r , whi ch was
c ha ng e d to a B uffet

’

Lunch on ac c ou n t o f t h e wa r c on d i t i on s and l imi t ed to

memb e r s . Tab l e s w e r e s e t a n d th e memb e r s sa t down t o partak e of t h e good

th i n gs to ea t . Th e r e s t of t h e eve n i ng was sp e n t i n co i n ta l k and Numi smat i c
s t o r i e s .

M e e t i ng adj ou r n e d to Feb ruary 5 , 1918 .

W . H . AM B ERG
, Se c r e t a ry .

Th e 139 th mee t i ng o f t h e Roch e s t e r Numi sma t i c As soc i a t i on wa s ca l l e d

to ord e r a t t h e H o t e l Roch e s t e r , Tue sday . Feb rua ry 5 , 19 18, by th e Trea su r e r ,
M r . C lau d e T . B or radaile

,
i n t h e ab s enc e of ou r Pre s i d e n t .

M emb e r s p r e s e n t : M es s r s . B orradaile. Horn e r , Loizeau , Koeb ,
Maunov ry ,

Su nday
,
Cranda l l

,
Bau e r

,
Bu rl i ng , W olff ,

Plumb
,
L . G . Amb erg, Gi l l e t t e ,

“7 . H . Amb e rg
,
Dr . Fr en ch .

D r . Fre n ch r emark ed th a t i t wou l d b e a good i d ea to have s ome th i n g

do i ng a t eve ry me e t i n g an d sugge s t e d t h a t w e have an au c t i on at on e me e t i ng

an d have a pap e r r ea d a t t h e n ex t .

M r . B aue r s p ok e r ega rd i ng a n a r t i c l e w h i c h h e r ea d i n t h e pap e r r e c e n t l y
,

i n r e fe r e n c e t o s c r i p t mon ey now b eing u s e d i n Pa l e s t i n e an d r emark ed t ha t

i t i s v e ry i n t e r e s t i n g a s i t i s n ea r ly 2000 year s s i n c e mon ey was i s su e d th er e
by th e J ew i sh p e op l e .

Mr . Maunov ry s p oke r ega rd i n g th e Ph i l a t e l i c I n d ex wh i ch i s pub l i sh ed
s em i -mon th ly by M r . C . A . Bu rn e r of Normal , I l l . , c on ta i n i ng p r i c e s r ea l i z e d

a t co i n an d s tamp auc t i on s .

Dr . F r e n c h r ead a n ar t i c l e f rom th e pap e r e n t i t l e d Th e Sea l W h i ch I s
U s ed on Ou r Pap e r Mon ey ,” a s fo l l ows :
A re l i c o f t h e r evo lu t i o na ry days wh en we wer e n o t ye t a na t i o n s t i l l

r ema i n s on ou r pap e r mon ey . Th e s ea l wh i ch app ear s on ev ery b i l l i s su e d

by th e Gove rnmen t c on ta i n s th e ab b r ev i a t e d word s “Th e sau r . Amer . Sep ten t .

S i g i l .” The fu l l p h ra s e i s “Th es au r i Amer i cana Sep tent riamolis S i g i l l um ,

wh i c h s imp ly mean s ,
“
S ea l o f t h e Tr ea su ry of Nor th Amer i c a .

” Ou r d i s t i n

g uish ed an c e s t o r s fe l t t h a t i f a t h i ng we r e t o b e sa i d w i t h d ign i ty, i t h ad to

b e s a i d i n Lat i n .

Ari au c t i o n sa l e of an d Go l d Pi e c e s
,
a l so s evera l fi n e

Un i t e d S t a t e s C o i n s , i n c l u d i n g an ex t remel y fi n e sp e c im en of th e 1793 Cen t ,
hav i ng p e r i od s a f t e r L i b e r ty

,
an d d a t e , an d

“Amer i ca” on th e r ev e r s e ; a l s o
s ev e ra l o t h e r c e n t s i n u n c i r cu l a t e d an d p roo f c ond i t i o n , was h e l d du r i ng th e

eve n i ng, M r . B au e r a c t i n g a s au c t i o n e e r .
Mee t i n g a dj ou rn e d t o Feb rua ry 19

,
1918 .

W . H . AMBERG,
Se c r e t ary .

N ew York Num i smat i c C lu b
Regu l a r m e e t i n g o f t h e N ew York Num i sma t i c Club was h e l d a t t h e Pa rk

Av enu e H o t e l
,
Fr i day even i ng

,
January 1 1 , 1918 , wi th P re s i de n t D . W . Val en

t i n e p r e s i d in g . Th e fol l ow i ng memb er s we r e p r e s en t : M e s s r s . Frey
,
E lde r ,
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P roskey,
B ea t ty

,
Koh l e r

, Sou t hw i c k , Bu t l e r , B l ak e , Raymond , Va l e n t i n e , B oyd ,
Swan s on , Worms e r , B e e s l ey , W ood , B e l d e n . Vi s i to r , Cha s . Schmall . M es s r s .

Koh l e r
,
B l ak e an d Raymon d we r e w e l c om ed .

Af t e r r o l l c a l l t h e m i nu t e s o f t h e l a s t m e e t i n g w e r e ap p r ov e d a s r e a d .

Th e Se c r e t a ry r ep o r t e d t h e r e c e i p t o f on e magaz i n e , a n d o f l e t t e r s f r om

J .de Lage rb e rg , e n c l o s i n g i t em s on t h e “New Cu r r e n cy I s su e d b y J ap an du e
t o Sma l l C o in age Sh o r t age

,

” a n d “Co i n s
,
Cu r r e n cy, M ed a l s ,

”
e t c . , i n V e n ezu e l a ;

a p r i n t e d n o t i c e f r om th e P residen t
'

of t h e Num i sma t i c C i r c l e o f N ap l e s , i n

r egar d t o Si g
. Cag iat i; n o t i c e s o f t h e pub l i ca t i o n o f th e n am e s o f ou r o ffi c e r s

i n t h e B r ook l y n Da i l y E agl e A l man a c , a n d t h e Amer i c a n A r t A n nu a l .
Th e subj e c t f o r t h e n ex t m e e t i n g o f t h e C lu b wa s a n n ou n c e d a s Th e

A rab i c G l a s s Co i n s o r W e i gh ts.

”

Th e S ec r e t a ry was a sk e d t o w r i t e a l e t t e r t o t h e R ev . Jam e s N i e s , o f
B rooklyn

,
an au th o r i ty o n t h e s e p i e c e s

,
i nv i t i ng h im to ou r n ex t m e e t i n g .

M r . F r ey, fo r t h e Pub l i c a t i o n C ommi t t e e , r ep o r t e d t h a t t h e Y e a r B ook
was fi nished '

and rea dy f o r t h e p r i n t e r .

Th e su bj e c t o f t h e ev e n i n g
,

“Th e Co i n s o f t h e H an s e a t i c L e agu e , was
n ex t t ak e n u p . .Dr . Val en t i n e c ommen t e d , s ay i n g h e r e ga r d e d t h e l e agu e a
l e agu e of m e r c h an t s

,
a n d qu o t e d f r om Amb as s ad o r J am e s W . G e ra r d’s “Fou r

Yea r s i n G e rmany
,

” i n wh i c h h e c ompa r e s t h e f r e e p o r t s of G e rmany , w i t h ou t
a p ro t e c t i v e t a r iff , t o Amer i c a n p o r t s . I n t h e s e f r e e p o r t s r aw goo d s we r e
manu fa c tu r e d a n d t h e n exp o r t e d , of c ou r s e t o t h e a dva n tag e o f t h e c ou n t ry
p e rm i t t i ng t h i s s y s t em . Mr . Ge ra r d s p e ak s o f t h e a dvan t ages o f su c h f r e e

p o r t s an d su gge s t s s om e ap p l i c a t i o n o f t h e p r i n c i p l e t o ou r own .

M r . Worm s e r sp ok e a t l e ngt h o f t h e H a n s ea t i c Le agu e a n d i t s h i s t o ry t o
t h e t im e i t w a s swa l l ow e d u p by P ru s s i a

,
s t a t i ng t h a t t h e U n i o n w as f o r t h e

ma i n pu rp o s e o f s p r ea d i ng Ge rma n c o l o n i z a t i o n a n d t o p r o t e c t c omm e r c e .

Th e Le agu e h a d a Lon do n offi c e , i t s E ngl i s h o ffi c e h av i n g b e e n c los e d u p
c ompa ra t i v e l y r e c e n t l y . Th e L eagu e wa s e s p e c i a l l y s t r o ng i n c on t r o l l i ng t h e
t r ad e o f t h e B a l t i c f o r Ge rmany . Wi sma r a n d Ro s t o ck wer e on c e i n t h i s
Le agu e . Hambu rg, Lub e ck and B r em e n w e r e c a l l e d t h e F r e e H a n s e a t i c
C i t i e s . Th e r e wa s n o coi n age o f t h e Le agu e a s a l e agu e . Th e o n l y su rv i v i n g

c i t y of t h e Le agu e a s a f r e e c i ty i s H ambu rg .

M r . W o rm s e r mad e a l a rge exh i b i t o f go l d a n d s i l v e r c o i n s o f t h e c i t i e s
o f B r em en , Hambu rg and Lub e ck . H e m e n t i on e d t h e d oub l e du c a t o f H am
bu rg , s t ru ck e sp e c i a l l y fo r t h e P ea c e o f We s tp h a l i a , i n 1649, a n d sch owed a n

i n t e r e s t ing co i n o f Ch ar l e s V . , sh ow i ng a Kn igh t h o l d i n g a dou b l e e ag l e o f
t h e Ge rman Emp i r e o n a s h i e l d ; a Hambu rg meda l s h ow i n g t h e p r e s e n t G e r
ma n emp e r o r w i th a b e ar d

,
an d o th e r p i e c e s .

Mr . P roskey exh i b i t e d 271 d iff e r e n t c o i n s , a s fo l l ow s : Hambu rg : go l d , 1 1 ;
s i lv e r , 80. B r em en : c opp e r , 12 ; s i l v e r , 53 . Lu b e ck : s i l v e r

, 3 1 .
F r a nk f o r t

cop p e r
,
3 1 ; s i l v e r , 50.

M r . P roskey gav e h is t o r i c a l d a t a o f t h e f ou r c i t i e s , a n d s t a t e d t h e wo rd
Humbug” ha d o r i g i n a t e d f rom th e n am e o f “Hambu rg . H e s t a t e d t h e

Le agu e a t o n e t i m e ex t e n d e d a s fa r a s Da n t z ig a n d S t r a l su n d
.
He sh owed a

c o i n of c r own s i z e o f Lu b e ck o f 1776 s h ow i n g S t . J oh n ; a n o th e r o f 1730 f o r
t h e Lu th e r c e n t en n i a l , an d t ol d t h a t th e Ro th s c h i l d fam i ly w e r e i n s t rum en t a l
i n h av i n g a c o i n o r c o i n s i s s u e d by t h a t c i ty . H e sp ok e o f h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f
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by D r . Ni e s : O f gre e n c ol o r , 1 1—10 i n c h , I n th e N ame o f Go d , Th e Amee r
Isma

’
eel, Son of

i

Ibraheem ,
h on o r H im God

,
a qu a r t e r K i s t Fu l l .

A vot e o f t hank s wa s t en d e r e d t o D r . N i e s . Me s s r s . P roskey a n d Wood
spok e on th e w e igh t s i n t h e i r own co l l e c t i o n s . M r . P roskey b e l i ev e d th e

gl a s s p i e c e s we r e ac t u a l ly u s ed a s mon ey . D r . Val en t i n e s t a t e d th a t f r om

th e fac t o f s om e of th e p i e c e s b e i ng b r ok e n i t wa s ev i d e n t t h a t t h e s e p i e c e s
c ou l d b e a l t e re d i n w e i gh t an d w er e a l t e r e d a cc i de n ta l ly . I t s e em e d as i f t h ey
we r e u s e d a s a m ea su re .

“B o t t l e s t amp s” was a m i s n om e r
, for i f u s e d a s a

m ea su r e fo r wh a t wa s to b e pu t i n t o t h e b o t t l e
,
t h ey ough t t o h av e b e e n

ca l l e d m ea su r e s t amp s , not b o t t l e s t amp s .

Mr . W ood exh i b i t e d a l a rge an d i n t e r e s t i ng c o l l e c t i o n o f a l l s i z e s
,
c ol o r s

an d mat e r i a l s , i n c lud i ng c l ay . H e ha d an exampl e c on t a i n i n g go l d l e a f . H e

had one r emarkab l e
”

examp l e o f a h eiv y we igh t w i t h a top t o i t .
Mr . Eld e r exh ib i t e d 3 10 examp l e s o f t h e Fa t im i d dyn a s ty , i n h i s ow n

c ol l e c t i on .

Mr . Cas e ag re e d w i t h D r . N i e s , t h a t t h e p i e c e s h a d n o t b e e n u s e d f o r
c o i n s .

I t wa s au tho r i z e d t o h av e t h e Y e ar B ook pub l i s h e d .

The s ub j e c t o f t h e n ex t m e e t i ng : “Th e Co i n s o f Ven i c e .

Medal l i c A r t Comm i t t e e : To r e p o r t o n t h e P r e s i d e n t i a l M e da l a t th e
n ex t m e e t i ng .

The m ee t i ng t h e n a d j ou rn e d .

THOS . L . ELD ER
,

S e c r e t a ry a n d T r e a su re r .

Coinag e for the Year 19 17
Comp iled by A . J . JAN SE N .

P h ilad elph la De n v e r S an F ra n c isco
Hal f D ol l a r , M . M . o n R e v .

6 506000Hal f D o l l a r , M . M . on O bv .

Qua r t e r Do l l a r , S t a r s on S i d e s
7 504000Qua r t e r D ol l a r , Th r e e S t a r s u n d e r Eagl e .

D ime s
N i ck e l s 9

,
9 10I800

Cen ts
M cK inley Go l d D o l l a r s
N o go l d wa s s t ru ck ex c e p t M cK inley Souve n i r Go l d D o l l a r .

(1 11 San
F ran c i s c o mad e no s egr ega t i o n o f d i ff e r e n t d i e s f o r h a l f a n d qua r t e r

0 a r .

A Cor rec tion
I n t h e a r t i c l e a n e n t t h e d e G or t z dalers c on t r ibu t e d b y O

.
P
,
Ek lu n d

,
a n d

pu b l i s h e d i n t h e D e c emb e r i s su e , t h e c opy r e ad e r o f M eh l ’s Numi sma t i c
M on t h ly i n h i s e n d eavo r t o s omewh a t l e ngth e n t h e i n t r o du c t o ry p o r t i o n o f th e
c on t r i bu t i o n

, u nw i t t i n gl y gav e th e imp r e s s i o n t h a t K i n g Cha r l e s X I I
.
was

b eh e ad e d . Th e r e fe r e n c e t o t h e K i ng “
gi v i n g h i s h ea d a s t h e p r i c e o f h i s

amb i t i o n” was i n t e nd e d a s a figu ra t i v e exp r e s s i o n
,
a s wa s t h e s e c o n d erfe rence

to d e Gor tz
’
s

“
d ea t h on th e s c affo l d

,

”

mu ch a s t h e word
“
ex e cu t e d ” i s u s e d by

h i s t o r i a n s an d oth e r w r i t e r s to c o v e r a n y m et h od o f cap i t a l p u n i s hmen t
.

A s
t h e a fo rem en t i on e d copy r ead e r a lmo s t l o s t h i s h e a d” f o r h i s i n e p t ph ra s e
o l ogy

‘

an d fau l t y d i c t i o n , i t i s h op e d t h a t th i s c o r r e c t i o n
,
mad e i n j u s t i c e t o

M r . Ek l u nd , W i l l s e t h im r igh t i n t h e p r em i s es—E d .
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W ith The Ed itor

They Want A Two Cen t Coi n
Th e Amer i c an N ews pape r Pub l i sh e r s A ss oc i a t i on re c en t ly i n s e s s i on a t

r ec omme n d ed tha t t h e T rea sury re sume th e m in t i ng of two—c e n t

p i e c e s . I t was po i n t e d out tha t t h e i s su e of su ch a co i n wou l d n o t o n l y sup

p ly a l ong- fe l t wan t i n bu s i n e s s c i r c l e s . b u t p rov i d e a c onve n i e n t m ed i um of

excha n ge i n pu rch as i n g n ewspap e r s , th e p r i c e of wh i ch gen e ra l ly has advan c e d
to two c e n t s on a c coun t of th e sh or tage o f n ew s pr i n t pap e r .

N ew Type of Coi n is Want ed
I f the Trea su ry shou l d a c t on t h e rec omme n da ti o n and r e sume coi nage of

th e two—c en t p i e c e , we t ru s t t h ey w i l l a dop t a n ew d e s i g n . Th e old i s su e o f

th i s c o i n i s not exac t ly a t h i n g of b eau ty , an d c e r ta i n l y doe s not s h ow Amer

i can a r t a t i t s b e s t .

I t s h ou l d no t b e a d i f f i cu l t mat t e r to s e l e c t a d e s ign th at wou l d p l ea s e

b o t h c o l l e c t o r s a n d t h e gen e ra l pub l i c . Th e de s i gn migh t b e c ommemora t iv e
of t h e pa r t t ak en by our c ou n t ry i n th e p r e s en t grea t war for th e fre e dom of

t h e wo r ld . O r i f t h i s wa s not con s i d e red adv i sab l e , a grace fu l c ompl imen t

m igh t b e pa i d to one o f t h e gr ea t fa t h e r s of Amer i can n ewspap e r s . The re

i s p rec ed e n t to gu i d e u s h e re . W e hav e our Lin co l n ce n t ; why sh ou l d we not

have our Frank l i n pen ny ?

Th e qu e s t i on of me ta l wou l d a l s o h ave t o b e c o n s i d e red . we do not wan t

a coi n doub l e th e s i z e an d we i gh t of ou r p re s e n t c en t . Why not have a n i ck e l
two - c en t c o i n 3

Three M en —and One Woman
M r . Carl W ur tzbach c l a imed i n an add re s s de l i v e re d b e fo r e th e Spr i n g

f i e l d Coi n Club th a t Ju l i u s Cae sa r , Napol eo n B on apa r t e a n d Geo rge W a sh i n g
ton hav e ha d mor e c o i n s an d meda l s s t ru ck i n t h e i r h o n or an d to p e rpe tua t e

t h e i r m emory than any o th e r p e r son . I f M r . W ur tzbach i s wi l l i ng to admi t

s ove re i g n s w h os e e ffi gy app ear s on co i n s of th e c oun t r i e s ove r wh i ch th ey

r e ign e d to e n t e r th e l i s t s , we m igh t sugg e s t h e h a s ove rl ooke d a l ady . W e

doub t i f a l l th e c omb i n e d co i n s an d m eda l s i s su e d i n h on o r of th e t h re e grea t
m en wou ld app roa ch i n n umbe r t h os e th a t b ea r t h e e ff i gy of th e l a t e Que en
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Vi c to r i a . Fo r ove r s i x ty y ea r s
,
i n d i f fe r e n t s t age s

,
f r om a young gi r l t o a n

o l d woman
,
h e r f e a tu r e s ap p ea r e d o n c ou n t l e s s m i l l i on s o f c o i n s a n d m eda l s

i s su e d i n G r e a t B r i t a i n a n d t h e B r i t i s h c o l on i e s t h rough ou t t h e wor l d . Whi l e

g i v i n g i n t h i s i n s t an c e f i r s t p l a ce to V i c t o r i a
,
we y i e l d t o n on e i n ou r r e s p e c t

an d adm i ra t i o n fo r Ju l i u s
,
Napo l e o n an d Ge o rge .

The Coins of B razi l and Ot her Lat in American Repub l ics
On e o f t h e re su l t s o f t h e p r e s e n t wa r h a s b e e n t o b r i ng i n t o c l o s e r t ou ch

an d un i on th e
‘

d i ff e r e n t r e pub l i c s o f N or t h an d S ou th Ame r i c a . I n c ou s e
quenc e o f t h i s , much grea t e r i n t e r e s t i s b e i n g t ak e n i n t h e c o i n ag e o f ou r s i s
t e r r epub l i c s . F ew Ame r i c an s r e a l i z e t h e i mpo r t an t fa c t t h a t th e R epub l i c o f
B raz i l i s l a rge r th an t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s

,
Ge rmany

,
Po r tugal

,
Gre e c e an d M on

teneg ro pu t t oge th e r . Mr . A . H . Savage - Lan do r
,
t h e gr e a t t r av e l l e r

,
af t e r a

j ou rn ey t h a t l a s t e d s e ve ra l m on th s t h rough th e p ra c t i ca l ly u n k n own i n t e r i o r
,

c l a im s i t t o b e th e r i c h e s t and mos t won d e r fu l c ou n t ry i n t h e wor l d . D i a

mon d s , go l d , s i l ve r and ~

oth er me t a l s a r e foun d i n gr e a t qua n t i t i e s
.
Th e cop

p e r c o i n s of B raz i l a r e a n i n t e r e s t i ng s e ri e s
,
an d t h e P e rn ambu co i s s u e s d a t e

ba ck a s fa r a s 1695— n ea r1y one hun d r e d y e a r s b e fo r e ou r fi r s t c e n t s an d h al f

c en t s we r e s t ru ck . Th e p opu l a t i o n o f B raz i l i s th r e e t im e s g r e a t e r t h a n t ha t
of Canada .

Twe lv e o f t h e La t i n -Ame r i c an c ou n t r i e s h av e s i d e d w i t h t h e a l l i e s
,
an d

A rgen t i n a h an gs on th e f r i n ge . Th e young c o l l e c t o r l ook i ng f o r s om e t h i n g
American

'

out sid e ou r own s e r i e s , mi gh t t u r n w i t h a dvan tage t o t h e c o i n s o f

B ra z i l a nd h e r s i s t e r re pub l i c s . Th e Un i t e d S t a t e s i s t h e i r n a tu ra l a n d on l y

p o s s i b l e gua r d i a n . Th ey a r e our c ou s i n s —an d we s h ou l d t ak e g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t
i n t h em an d t h e i r c o i n age

.

The Quest ion Box
We ca l l t h e a t t en t i on of all young c o l l e c t o r s to t h e a n swe r s g i v e n t o qu e s

t i on s a sk e d r e s p e c t i ng t h e ov erdates
"
on ou r c e n t s an d h al f - cen t s . A s fa r a s

we kn ow
,
no, writer has h ad mu c h to s ay , i f a ny th i ng , on t h i s s u b j e c t . I t i s a n

i n t e r e s t i n g sub j e c t an d th e mys t e ry o f t h e 1800 “

over 1790
”
c e n t i s fu l l y ex

pl a i n e d .

The War Told In Medals
Un de r th e ab ove h e ad i n g th e Ap ri l i s s u e o f th e Mun s ey M agaz i n e pub

l i sh e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e by M ayo Du d l ey
,
on t h e M eda l s a n d Tok e n s

,
offi

c ial an d o t h e rw i s e , th a t h av e b e e n i s su e d d u r i n g th e p r e s e n t wa r
. The Meda l s

d e s c r i b e d a re t h o s e wh i c h h av e b e e n ga th e r e d i n Ams t e rd am fo r t h e c o l l e c t i o n
o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s Gov e rnm en t . Th e a r t i c l e i s p ro fu s e ly i l l u s t ra t e d an d
w i l l p rov e of i n t e r e s t to ev e ry c o l l e c t o r of c o i n s an d m ed a l s

.

An En t erp rising Num ismat ic C lub
The New York Num i sma t i c C lub i s to b e c on g ra tu lat e d a n d c omm en d e d

fo r t h e r e a l l y num i sma t i c m an n e r i n wh i c h i t i s c o n d u c t i n g i t s m e e t i n g s
,

by
s e t t ing as id e eac h m e e t i n g for t h e d i s cu s s i on a n d d i s pl ay o f a p ar t i cu l a r s e r i e s
o f c o inage . Co ll e c t o r s who fo l l ow t h e r e po r t s o f t h e m i n u t e s o f t h e s e m e e t
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i ng s w i l l ob t a i n numi smat i c k n ow l e dge hard ly pos s i b l e to a t ta i n t h roug h any
oth e r s ourc e .

The M a rc h me e t i ng of t h i s p rogre s s i ve Numi smat i c C lub was a mos t 1 11

terest ing on e . Th ey d i s cu s s e d t h e subj e c t of t h e c o i n s of Ve n i c e, a s w i l l b e
n o t e d f rom th e re por t a s pub l i sh e d i n t h i s i s su e of t h e NUM ISMATI C
MONTHEY .

Lat e Cop ies
I f y ou r c opy of th e NUM I SMATI C MONTHLY fa i l s to r each you on

t ime— b e tw e e n th e th i rd and f i ft h of t h e mon th— pl ea s e b e a l i t t l e pa t i e n t be

fo r e w r i t i n g us of t h e d e l ay . Th e magazi n e i s u sual l y ma i l e d out on t ime
,
th e

f i r s t of th e mo n th , bu t j u s t now we a l l k n ow of th e de lay i n a l l t ra n sp or ta
t i o n . an d i t ha s b e e n ou r exp e r i e n c e t ha t ev e n fi r s t - c la s s mai l ma t t e r i s cle

l aye d a n d s e c on d a n d t h i rd - c l a s s ma t t e r a r e o f t e n d e l aye d i n t ran s i t d oub l e
fo rme r t im e .

What War is Doing to a Famou s Dol lar
I t was r e c en t ly n ot ed i n The VV‘

all S t re e t J ou rna l t h a t a l arge s i l ve r co i n
p rac t i ca l l y unknown i n mos t c iv i l i z ed c oun t r i e s

,
ye t s t range ly p opul a r i n re

mot e pa r t s of Afr i c a an d A s i a— a co i n
,
moreove r , t ha t has b e e n m i n t e d for a

hu n d re d year s u nd e r a fa l s e da t e an d w i t h th e e ff i gy of a s ove re i gn l ong s i n c e

d ead— th e M ar i a Th e resa do l l a r
,

”
i s t h r e a t en e d w i th e l im i n a t i on f rom ci r en

l a t i on
,
owi ng to i t s c onve r s i on i n t o bu l l i on . Th e impend i ng fa t e of th i s do l l a r ,

th ale r . or
“ r i a l; was r e c e n t ly a n n oun ce d o ff i c i a l l y by Add i son E . South a rd ,

Ame r i can Co n su l a t Ad en , a t th e sou t h end of Arab i a .

Wh i l e th e c o i n i s a me r e im i ta t i o n e x c ep t a s to mate r i a l , i t r e c e ive s no

gove rnmen ta l r e cogn i t i on , and eve n i t s a cc e p t ed we igh t i s 47 gra i n s l e s s t han
i t s t ru e w e i gh t . Th e r i 'a l . a s t h e A rab s ca l l i t , i s s o av i d ly t rea sur e d by n a

t iy e s of t h e r eg i on s a rou n d Aden tha t i n 19 14 ab ou t of t h e d e ce i t

fu l c o i n s we r e c i r cu l a t e d t h e re b o th a s money an d as a r t i c l e s of c ommerc e .

As to th e cu r i ou s h i s t o ry o f t h e co i n , t h e fo l l ow i n g fac t s a r e impa r t e d :
“Ear ly i n th e n i n e t e ent h c en tury A rab t rad e r s , i t i s s a i d , ob ta i n e d c e r ta i n

s i lv e r th a l e r s m i n t e d by Au s t r i a i n 1780u nd e r th e r e ig n of th e b eau t i fu l M a r i a
Th e re sa . Th e su s c ep t i b l e O r i e n ta l s w e r e so t ak en

,
t rad i t i o n says , wi th th e

qu e e n ' s image t h a t t h ey rap i d l y a c qu i r e d mor e th al e r s a s gi f t s , an d mode l s o f
pu l c h r i t ud e . mayb e , fo r t h e i r own women . Soon hoa rd ed a s weal th ,

the dol~

l a r b e came e qua l ly e s t e emed a l ong th e n e i ghb or i n g coa s t of Afr i ca
,
so t h a t i n

Abys s i n i a i t n ow c i rcu l a t e s a s th e on ly co i n gen e ra l l y a c c ep t ed . I t i s foun d

mai n ly i n t h e Y em en and Ade n h i n t e r lan d
,
i n o th e r pa r t s of A rab i a

,
i n Abys

s i n i a
,
i n E r i t re a

,
i n B r i t i s h

,
Fre n ch

,
an d I ta l i a n Somal i l and

,
a n d i n th e P er

s i a n Gu l f por t s .
“Ye t t h e Tu rk i s h Gove rnmen t h a s oft en t r i e d to p rev e n t th e u s e of t h e

d o l l a r a s a co i n i n Arab i a
,
an d ha s eve n p r oh i b i t e d i t s impo rta t i o n . Ne i th e r

i s t h e dol l a r r ec ogn ize d o ff i c i a l ly by th e B r i t i s h a t Ad e n , or i n o t h e r Engl i s h
p o ss e s s i o n s . Th e A rab s

,
n ev e r t h e l e s s , mu s t h ave abu ndan t ria l s i f on ly

smuggl i ng wi l l p rov i d e th em .

I n o rd e r to me e t the d ema n d s of t h e
‘

mark e t
,

’ dol l a r s have b e e n con

stan tly mi n t e d for many yea r s in Aus t r i a tha t s t i l l b e ar t h e bu s t of M ar i a
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The re s a
,
th e Au s t r i a n d oub l e e agl e , an d t h e da t e Impl i c i t ly a c c e p t ed

by th e n
a
t i v e s a s w e i gh ing 480 gra i n s , o r 1 t r oy ou n c e , t h e c o i n w e i gh s , i n

fa c t
,
bu t gra i n s

. “ i s s om ewha t l a rge r “

t h an t h e s ta n da r d Am e r i ca n

do l l a r
,
t h e we i gh t of whi c h i s gr a in s . A c co rd i ng t o

.

t h e p r e s e n t p r i c e o f

s i l v e r
,
th e t h a l e r , f i n e

,
i s wor th

_

about 72 c e n t s , a s aga i n s t ab ou t 74

c en t s for t h e Ame r i c an do l l a r , 900 f i n e . B u t t h e t r a d e va lu e o f t h e th a l e r , or
r i a l

,

a t Ad e n
,
a s e s t i ma t e d b y i t s e qu i v a l e n t v a lu e i n ru p e e s , t h e o f f i c i a l s t an d

a r d t h e re
,

ha s var i e d du r i n g a l ong p e r i od f rom 36 c e n t s t o 64 c e n t s .

“S i nc e t h e p r i c e of s i l v e r h a s r i s en , a h i gh l y p r o f i t ab l e b u s i n e s s h a s b e e n

don e by Ad e n m e r ch an t s i n buy i ng t h a l e r s f o r e xp o r t to Engl an d o r I n d i a ,
wh er e t h ey ar e me l t e d i n t o bu l l i on . Eve n mor e t h a n t h e u su al d i s c ou n t f rom

th e bu l l i o n va lu e h a s b e e n w i l l i n gly c o n c e d e d b y t h e A r ab s wh e n ev e r ab ra
s i on h a s d im i n i sh e d th e ch a rm s of Qu ee n Th e re s a . Many r i a l s h av e b e e n

a cqu i r e d by s p e cu l a t o r s a t p r i c e s a roun d 60 c e n t s , an d th e t o t a l n umb e r pur
ch as e d an d exp or t e d s i nc e t h e b egi n n i n g of th e wa r 1 8 e s t ima t e d at 40

Reform for Ch ina’s Cu rren cy

Pr e s i de n t o f S tat e B ank There U rges th e A dop tion o f a Go l d -Ex c h ange
Sy s tem .

A t a r e c en t c on fe r en c e of me r ch an t s an d b a nk e r s a t S han gh a i , h e l d un d e r
th e au s p i c e s o f t h e B r i t i s h Ch amb e r o f Comme r c e t h e r e , t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e
B ank of Ch i n a out l i n e d a p l an fo r t h e r e fo rm of t h e Ch i n e s e c u r r e n cy sys t em ,

an d i t i s u n d e r s t ood th a t th e p re s e n t Gov e r nmen t favo r s t h i s amon g o th e r
.p rogre s s i v e i d e a s , an d i t w i l l h e l p a s i t b e c om e s p ra c t i c a l to do so u n d e r gra d

ual s o l id i fy i n g p ol i t i c a l con d i t i o n s .

Th e
”

Pr e s i d en t of th e B ank o f Ch i n a exp r e s s e d t h e o p i n ion th a t t h e Ch i n

e s e Gov e rnmen t sh ou l d ad op t t h e go l d - ex ch an ge sy s t em as emp l oye d i n B r i t
i sh—I n d i a n cu r r en cy

,
h av i n g a go l d s t an da rd , wi t h t h e

“N ew Re pub l i c an Dol

l a r of s i lv e r a s t h e mo n e t a ry b as i s an d l ega l t e n d e r . Th e p owe r s i n t e r e s t e d
i n th e go l d ex change of money

,
h e s a i d

,
s h ou l d b e ap p r oa c h e d by th e Ch i n e s e

Gov e rnmen t fo r t h e ar rangem en t o f a f i x e d ra t i o b e tw e e n fo r e i gn mon ey s and

t h i s k i n d of s i l v e r mon ey
Th e old

“
cop p e r c a s h cu r re n cy o f Ch i n a had pa s s e d away , h e s a i d , al

t h ough it had su rv i ve d i n r e ta i l t r a n s a c t i on s i n s om e pa r t s o f H up eh
. C ll l l

‘ l l
,

an d e l s ewh e r e . Th e syc e e sy s t em was s o cumb e r s om e a nd i n t r i cat e , h e
s t ro n g l y r e c omme n de d t ha t i t s h ou l d b e ab o l i s h ed . Th e s i l v e r d o l l a r money

h ad com e i n t o gen e ra l d eman d s in c e t h e Ch i n e s e Gov e r nme n t al t e r e d t he

fo rma t i on of th e bu d g e t , an d b as e d i t o n th e s i l v e r d o l la r instea l o f t h e old

Kup ing t a e l . He th ough t th a t th e two m i n t s a
-t T i e n t s i n an d N ankm gr s hou l d

b e re ta i n ed , a l on e among th e s i x p r e s e n t Ch i n e s e m i n t s
.
an d u nd e r th e M i n i s

t ry of F inan c e a s tan da rd i s su e o f c o i n s s h ou l d b e mad e
.

I t wa s a m at t e r of gre a t im po r t an c e
,
h e s a i d

,
to h av e a p ap e r n o te i ssu e ,

wh i ch wou l d t ak e t im e i n o rd er to a c cu s t om th e Ch i n e s e p e ople i. ) i t .
Th e r e

s hou l d b e one b ank o f i s sue , an d for a n umb e r o f y e a r s t h i s b an k s hou l d ca r ry
a S ilve r doll a r for e ve ry n o t e pu t ou t , s o th a t t h e s i l v e r c e r t i f ica t e wou l d b e
rCCC ‘VCd l l ll h fi lt fl t lfl g l)’ by the p e op l e . Whe n t h e Ch i n e s e had onc e b e come
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a cc us t omed to pap e r mon ey, a campaign of e duc at ion i n t h e safe ty o f Gov

e rnm en t c re d i t i n mon e ta ry mat t e r s w oul d b egi n .
The Gove rnm e n t , h e adv i s ed , shoul d t ak e s t ep s to w i thd raw such coppe r

ca sh cur r e n cy as i s i n exc e s s i v e C i r cu l a t i o n anywh e re
,
c o i n i n g one a n d t en

ca s h p i e ce s , a nd lO—ce n t s i lv e r p i e c e s on a de c ima l ba s i s , wi th l ega l tende r t ‘ t
'

fo rce d . U n l e s s v i go rou s measur e s we r e tak e n i n r egar d to t h e sub s i d i ar y

co i n s , th e n ew s i l ve r mo n ey mi g h t n ev e r b e t rea t e d a s l e g a l t e n de r .
—N . Y . T imes.

U . S . M in ts Took in Gol d in Year

Th i s W as an I n cr ea s e o f Du e to H eavy Impor t ation s of For e ign
Go ld Co i n .

Value of th e go l d a c qu i r e d by th e Gove r nmen t a t the mi n t s a n d a s say
o ff i c e s dur i n g th e fi s ca l yea r 19 17 was ac cord i ng to D i r e c t o r of

t h e M i n t B ake r
,
t h e la rge i n c re a s e ov e r l a s t yea r

,
rough ly b e i n g

due p r i n c i pa l l y to t h e h eavy impor tat i o n s of fo re ig n c o i n . Un i t ed St a t e s gol d
c o i n r e c e iv e d for r e c o i nage was of th e value of t ra n s fe r s of g ol d

b e twee n min t o ff i c e s t o ta l e d mak i n g a n aggrega t e of gol d h an

d led by th e m i n t s e rv i c e du r i n g t h e f i s ca l ye a r 19 17 of compare d

w i th i n t h e p r ev i ou s yea r .

S i l ve r pu rcha s e d du r i n g th e f i s ca l ye ar 19 17 t o ta l e d f i n e oun c e s
,

c os t i n g a t a n ave rage p ri c e of c e n t s pe r f i n e ou n c e ( for f i s ca l
yea r 19 16 av e rage p r i c e was 5 1 c e n t s ) , t h e s i lv e r r e c e i ve d a n d repa i d to th e

d epo s i t o r s th e r e o f i n ba r s b ea r i n g th e Gove r n men t s t amp t ot a l e d
f i n e ou n c e s . S i l v e r d ep os i t e d by fo re ign gove rnme n t s t o b e work ed i n t o co i n
t ota l e d f i n e ou n c e s . U n i t e d S t a t e s S i l v e r co i n re c e iv ed for r e co i n

ag e t ot a l e d f i n e oun c e s
,
w i t h r e co i n age va lu e o f Th i s

compare s w i th f i n e oun c e s
,
value d a t for th e f i s ca l yea r 19 16.

Ph i l i p p i n e s i l v e r c o i n s r e c e iv e d for r e c o i n age to ta l e d fi n e oun ce s .
Tran s fe r s of s i lv e r b e twe en mi n t s e rv i c e o ff i c e s t o ta l e d f i n e

ou n c e s
,
mak i n g an aggrega t e qua n t i ty of s i lv e r h and l e d by th e m i n t s e rv i c e

du r i n g th e f i s c a l yea r 19 17 o f f i n e ou n c e s . The l arge i n c re as e

ov e r l a s t yea r of s i l v e r h and l e d wa s due p r i n c i pa l l y to th e ext raord i n ary d e
ma n d for sub s i d i a ry s i l ve r co i n an d to th e p la c i ng i n c i r cu l a t i o n of t h e n ew

d es i gn sub s i d i a ry s i l v e r c oi n s .

U n i t e d S t a t e s c o i n age fo r th e f i s cal yea r 19 17 amoun t e d to of

w h i ch was gol d
,

s i l v e r
,

n i cke l . a n d
b ron ze . I n f i s c a l yea r 19 16 Un i t e d S t a t e s c o i n age amoun t e d to

Th i s amoun t in-c lud es i n $ 1 gol d p i e ces s t ru ck a t th e Ph i l ade l phi a m i n t
for t h e M cKin ley M emor i a l A s s o c i a t i on , an d r ep r e s en t s a to ta l of
p i e c e s

Th e re we r e a l s o co i n e d a t th e Ph i lad e l ph i a m i n t go l d p i e ce s for

Cos ta R i c a ; s i l ve r p i e c e s for Co lumb i a ; s i l v e r a n d
n i ck e l p i e c e s fo r E cu ado r ; n i ck e l p i ec e s fo r Sa lvador ; s i l v e r

a n d n i ck e l p i e ce s for Panama ; b ronze p i e c e s for Nic aragua
,

gol d p l anch e t s an d s i l v e r p lan ch e t s for Pe ru . Th e mi n t a t San
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F ran c i s c o c o i n e d for t h e P h i l i p p i n e I s l a n d s s i l v e r , n i ck e l , .

an d b ron z e p i e ce s
,
a t o t a l of p i e c e s .

PTh e s e i gn i o rage on Un i t e d S ta t e s c o i n age ex e cu t e d t o ta l e d or

wh i ch wa s on sub s i d i a ry s i l v e r c o i n s an d wa s o n m i n o r

c o i n s .

A Letter F rom Un c le Georg e to H i s Nephew John .

My D ear John
M u c h in you r last let te r was t rue , but you hav e j umped to a w r ong con

el u s i on in one case . There are N um ismatists and numismatists.

~Your fr iend
may be one o f the fi rst , or h e may not . Th e catal oguer you ment ion may be as

ignoran t as you t h ink he is—bu t most p r ob ab l y h e is not . E v en cataloguers
p i c k up some kn owledge o f c oins in the years they dev o te t o t heir b usiness.

They do not wo rk wit h t heir eyes closed all th e time. Of c ourse I adm it t hey
lack the exper t knowledge t hat many col lec t o rs possess, acqu i red by th e

examination o f many t housands of coins on th e fi v e and ten cen t t rays o f th e

sec o n d-han d s t o res . H ow I enj oy hun ting ov er t hose t rays—w hat t reasures
I s omet im e s fi nd—and what t reasures I fail to mee t . B ut I liv e in h ope.

D i d you e ver s tudy the po r t raits o f N umismatists t hat appear f r om t ime to

t i m e i n t h e mon t h l ie s—and at C onven tion t imes, in th e loc al pr ess? Many o f

t hes e men are n o t n ear l y as wise as t heir p i c t u res in d i cate. I t would b e con

t rary t o the Co n s titu t i on o f th e U . S . ; in fa c t , positiv e l y indecen t . If t hey

we r e , Pr e s i den t Wil s on wou l d pu t t hem in c h arge of th e A rmy and N av y , and

B ake r a n d Dan i e l s wou l d h ave to hun t fo r o t her j ob s .
W hy ask s o many quest i ons? My h a i r is rapid l y disappear ing under th e

s t ra i n , bu t wha t c ar e you ? N ot a b i t . I f y ou buy a

,

c o in f r om a dea ler—and

pay h im fo r i t , h e doe s not care a co n t i n en t a l w ha t you do wi t h i t . You may

p l ac e i t in you r own c o l l e c tion— s e l l i t t o some o t her l e s s for t un a te. c o l l e c t o r

and l o s e a qu ar t e r by do i ng so, o r b ore a h o l e t h r ough i t and h ang it i n side
you r s h i r t . I t’s you r co i n an d you a r e its d oc to r .
You a sk ab ou t t h e w i s d om o f sp e c i a l i z ing. W e ll, i t’s a l l r igh t to sp e c i a l i ze,

bu t don
’

t fo rge t , a sp e c i a l i s t i s o n e who d ev o t e s h im s e l f t o a p ar t i cu l a r su b j e c t
o r s e r i e s Do you r e a l ly k n ow en ough abou t any one s e r i e s t o wa r r an t you

p o s i ng as a s p e c i a l i s t on it ? O f cour s e
,
a sp e c i a l i s t doe s not b e c om e su c h a l l

a t on c e—it t ak e s t ime an d s ome mon ey
.

Some sp e c i a l i s t s b e c ome i n t o l e ra n t w i t h o t h e r s wh o are n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n

t h e s ame s e r i e s . Have you ev e r h ea r d a c o l l e c t o r o f ou r c e n t s e n l a rge on t h e

nic e a n d commerc e t ok en s ? I o n ly know one wo r s e t h i ng
,
a n d i t is t o h e a r t h e

Can ad i an
’

s op i n i o n o f t h e fo l ly of t h e man who sp e c i a l i z e s in U . S .

c e n t s
.

B o t h a r e r igh t—a n d y e t i n a way b o t h are wrong. I f t he re are ov e r fi ft y

va r i e t i e s o f t h e 1 794 c e n t , or fo r ty-e igh t o f t h e s h ip s
,
c o l o n ies and c omme rce
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THE QUESTION BOX

Over-Dates on Our C ents and Hal f Cen ts
Qu estion .

“Wi l l y ou exp l a i n in you r M on th ly h ow th e ov e r—da t e s i n t h e

U . S . b ig c en t s c ome ab ou t ? A r e t h ey fo rge r i e s o r a l t e ra t i o n s
,
t ry i n g to ge t

ra r e da t e s ou t o f c ommon e r o n e s ? I n s om e of t h em ( t h e 1800 ov e r 1790 fo r

i n s t a n c e ) t h e e ar l i e r da t e p r e c e d e s t h e i s s u e e n t i r e l y .

”

We hav e qu o t e d th e ab ov e qu e s t i o n s i n fu l l fo r t h e b en efi t o f ou r r e ad e r s
.

Th ey a r e p e r t i n e n t an d s h ow an i n t e l l ig en t i n t e r e s t i n our e a r l y c o i n age o f
c e n t s . Th e s p e c i a l i s t i n t h i s s e r i e s m ay sk ip t h i s p ap e r

,
h e w i l l p r ob ab ly f i n d

n o th i ng n ew t o h im i n i t

Ov er -dates a r e o f tw o c l a s s e s : o n e c au s e d by c a r e l e s s workman s h i p i n
t h e f i r s t cu t t i n g o f t h e d i e s

,
n e ce s s i t a t i ng a co r r e c t i o n l a t e r

.
Th e o t h e r c l a s s

,

t h e t ru e
“

ove r da t e
'

on U . S . c o i n s , s h ows m e r e ly t h e e c on om i c a n d s av i n g

s e n s e o f th e m i n t emp l oy e e s
,
i n u s i n g hub s n o t wor n o r s p o i l e d b y c ra ck i n g

( du r i ng an y cu r r e n t y e a r ) f o r th e s t r ik ing o f coins a t a l a t e r da t e
,
by subst i

t u t i ng a n ew fi gu re ov er t h e old
‘
(or o rig i n a l ) on e s , fo r t h e n ew yea r o f i s s u e .

Th e hub may b e ca l l e d t h e o r ig i n a l o r p a r en t d i e . When l a rge n umb e r s o f a

c o i n a r e t o b e s t ru ck, a hu b i s mad e . Th e d e s ign b e i ng c u t o n i t i n re l ie f
,

i n s t ea d o f i n cu s e d a s i n t h e d i e a c tu a l l y u s e d t o s t r ike t h e c o rn .
Th i s d i e d i f

f e r s f r om th e hub i n th e s am e way a s a p h o t og r ap h i c n egat i v e d i f f e r s f r om a
pos i t i v e . Th e hub wh en f i n i s h e d i s s un k o r s t ru ck i n t o t h e d i e u s e d i n t h e
s t r i k i ng o f t h e a c tu a l co i n ; I f t h i s d ie s h ou l d b re ak

,
a f r e s h on e may b e ma de

from th e hub ( o r p a r e n t d i e ) .

Econ omy was t h e wat c hwo rd i n th e ea r l y d ay s o f our c ou n t ry a s i t i s

t oday , t h ough fo r a d i f fe r e n t r e a s on , a n d s h e mad e h e r h om e i n th e m i n t . I t
wa s e c on omy t o u s e a hub o r d i e o f h a r d en e d s t e e l u n t i l n o l on

g
e r u s e fu l

, be
cau s e of th e exp en s e an d s k i l l re qu i r e d to p rop e r l y e ngrav e n ew on e s . A pa i r
o f t h e s e d i e s w i l l , on an av e rage , p e r fo rm on ly two we ek s’ work un de r mode rn
ma ch i n e m e th od s , bu t l a s t e d l o nge r t h a n th a t t im e wi th t h e ea r l y m i l l a n d
s c rew m e t h od o f c o i n i ng i n u s e un t i l 1836 a t t h e U

.
S

.
m in t

.
Tha t wa s b e fo r e

t h e days o f gen e ra l c o i n c o l l e c t i ng a s w e u n d e r s t an d i t t o day
,
an d no min t

emp l oye e h ad any th ough t of t h e m any an x i ou s h ou r s th a t wou l d b e d evo t e d

by fu tu r e g e n e r a t i on s of num i sma t i s t s t o u n rav e l i ng or gu e s s i n g a t t h e wo rk
— good , p oo r, or i n d i f f e r en t— c om i n g f rom th e i r h a n d s a t th e t i m e i n mak i n g
a c i r cu l a t i ng me d i um for t h e p e op l e

.

Among th e i s s u e s o f t h e fi r s t c l a s s
,
t h o s e cau s e d by c

s h i p , i s foun d t h e 1809 ov e r ’

06 ( P) U . S . ha l f—c e n t
.

i n v e r t ed , (6) wh i ch e r ro r was afterw

are less workman
Th e 9 b e i n g f i r s t su nk

a rd s c o r r e c t e d
.

In th e c op pe r c en t s
,
t h e 1828 l a rge d a t e

,

“
2 ov e r 8 , an d t h e 185 1

8 1 are exampl e s o f t h e s

i s c au s e d by f i r s t s i n k i n g 1

ov e r
ame c l a s s , wh i l e th e 1833 c e n t “ h o rn ed 8 va r i e ty

,

h e l e t t e r S a n d t h e n a l t e r i n g i t to a n 8 . Th e work
man p i ck i n g up t h e S pu n c h i n s t ead of t h e 8 punc h

,

e r ro r s a r e t h e r e su l t o f pu r e ca re l e s s n e s s
va r i e t i e s for c o ll e c t o r s of t oday .

wh i ch i t r e s emb l e s
.
The s e

a n d w e r e n o t i n t e n d e d t o mak e ra r e
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To t h e s e cond c la s s b e l o n g th e ha l f- c e n t s of 1802 “ ov e r 1800, a n d th e 1808
ove r In t h e c opp e r c e n t s t h e f i r s t oxe rdate occur s i n 1798

“ o v e r ’
97

,

t he la s t f i gu re , 7 havi n g b een al t e r e d to a n 8
,
so t hat t h e d i e m i g h t do s e rv i c e

for a n oth e r yea r . Then c ome s 1799 '

ove r 9 8
”

1800 ove r 1798
,
1799 a n d 1790

( so—ca l l e d ) , 1807
'

ove r 1809 ove r
'

08 . 18 10
“ove r 18 1 1 ove r

18 19
“ ove r ’

18 l a rge da t e
,
1820

“ ove r
'

19
"

b ot h la rg e a n d smal l d a t e s , 1823
'

ove r 1824
“
ov e r 1826 ove r a n d th e 1839 “ove r ’

36. Al l t o l d

th e r e a r e two ov er da t e
"

va r i e t i e s o f h al f - c e n t s
,
a n d s ix t e e n of th e c e n t s . Al l

1809 c e n t s a r e ove r a n d ye t a n 18 10c e n t i s fou n d “ove r Th i s shows

tha t th e o r igi n a l d i e wa s tw i c e over s t ru ck . Th i s i s th e on ly examp l e o f d oub l e

ov erdates t ha t we k n ow of.

Reg a rd i n g th e 1800 ov e r 1790 c en t
, so o ft e n quo te d by ca ta l ogue r s

,
an d

w h i c h t o a young co l l e c t o r may appea r l i k e a n t e da t ing th e who l e c en t s e ri e s
,

th i s sh ou l d p rop e r ly b e re fe r r ed to a s ov e r 179 th e l a s t f igur e or cyph e r

( t h e four th ) n ev e r h av i ng b e en p l a c e d on th e hub . I t i s impor ta n t to remem
b e r th i s . The da t e on th e old hub was 179 (un f i n i sh ed ) . l t was made 1800

b v s tamp i n g 8 ove r 7 , a n d 0 ove r 9 z 180 ov e r 179 an d addi n g th e f i n al
f i gur e

,

Th i s hub w i t h un f i n i s h ed da t e 179 was mos t p robab ly made i n t h e la t t e r
pa r t o f 1798, an d th e e n grav e r d i d not i n s e r t t h e f i gu re 8

,
th i nk i n g i t wou l d b e

us ed in 1799
,
when th e l a s t f i gu r e coul d e a s i ly b e add ed

,
but for some rea so n

,

i t may have b e en m i s l a i
’

d . i t was not n e ed ed un t i l 1800, th en th e 79 was ove r

s t ru ck wi t h 80
,
mak ing th e 1800 “ov e r 170 var i e ty . A t th i s po i n t i t m igh t

b e w e l l to exp la i n to our quest ionnairee ,
t h a t i n 1799 o n l y th r e e d i e s

,
two of

th e obve r s e— on e o f wh i c h i s the ove rda t e a n d th e oth e r th e pl a i n da t e
,
an d

one of t h e r eve r s e w e r e u s e d for t h e few ce n t s s t ru ck b ea r i ng th e 1799 dat e .

I t i s t ru e th a t th e m i n t r ec o rd s sh ow s th a t c en t s w e re s t ruck or

c o i n ed i n 1799
,
bu t th e r e co rd s do not say th at all of t h em were dat e d 1799 .

As t h e m i n t r e co r ds sh ow th a t c en t s we re i s su ed i n 1798 ( o n l y
more than t h e ra re da t e ) , i t i s v e ry ev i de n t th a t t h e 1798 d i e s we r e u s ed i n
s t r i k i n g mos t of t h e c e n t s s t ru ck an d i s su e d i n 1799 , mak i n g th e 1798 s o com

mon i n c ompa r i s o n w i th th e ve ry ra r e 1799 .

Many s t o r i e s h av e b e en t ol d t o exp l a i n th e r ar i ty o f th e 1799 c en t , and

p e rhap s t h i s s imp l e exp l a n at i on w i l l n o t app ea l to al l our re ad e r s l i k e many
i t ems th ey hav e

'

p r ev iously r ea d , bu t i t i s a t ru e ve r s i on n ev e r th e l e s s .

Th e l a s t ove rda t e i n ou r cen t s— 1839 ov e r ’
36 — ran k s w i th th e 1799 i n

ra r i ty
,
an d co l l e c t o r s w i l l not i c e t ha t t h i s va r i e ty i s n o t o ffe r e d for sa l e ev e n

a s o ft e n a s t h e 1799 . Th i s i s not t h e l a s t
“
ove rda t e

”
i n Un c l e Sam’s s e r i e s ,

h ow eve r
,
al t h ough s i n c e 1869

,
by law eve ry da t e d d i e i s suppo s ed to b e d e

s t roye d on De c emb e r 3 l st of ea c h ca l en da r yea r , ye t t h e m i n t d i d use i n 1887 ,
an 1886 hub i n s t r i k i n g a few p roof n ic k e l t h r e e - c en t p i e c e s— t h e 1887 ove r
’
86. W h e th e r more a n d l a t e r i s su e s w i l l app ea r f rom th e s ame s ou rc e

,
s t i l l

r ema i n s to b e s e en .

N . B .

—It i s t ru e S cot t
’s ca ta l ogu e giv e s s ev e ra l otl e r ov er dates, such

a s h al f- c en t s o f 1803 ov e r a n d 1805
“
ove r but th ey do not ex i s t as

fa r a s we kn ow .
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The Bu rton Co l lect ion
We are p l e a s e d t o b e ab l e to pub l i s h o n t h e Opp o s i t e p age a l i k e n e s s o f

M r
.

J oh n E
.
B u r ton

,
of M i lw auk e e , wh os e e n t i r e num i sma t i c c o l l e c t i o n w i l l

b e s o l d a t au c t i o n b y B . Max M eh l , of Fo rt Wor th , Texa s , i n th e l a t t e r p a r t
of Ap r i l .
M r

.

J ohn E
.
B u r t on

,
of M i lwauk e e

,
Wis , was b o rn i n N ew H ar t fo r d ,

N
. Y .

,
O c t ob e r 19

,
1847, a n d has b e e n a n e ag e r an d su c c e s s fu l co l l e c t o r ev e r

si n c e b oyh ood .
H e b egan a c t i v e l i fe a s a t e a che r ; t h en e s t ab l i s h e d an d ed i t e d

a n ew s pap e r
,
a n d a f t e r s e rv i ng fo r many yea r s a s t h e ge n e r a l man age r i n t h e

N or t hwe s t of on e o f t h e l a rge l i f e i n su ran c e c ompan i e s o f N ew Y ork , t u rn e d

h i s a t t en t i o n to mi n i ng an d th e d ev e l opm en t of t h e Goebic a n d P e n ok e e
ra n ge s

.
H e fou nd e d th e v i l l age o f H u r l ey, Wi s .

, e r e c t i n g s t o re s , r e s i d e n c e s ,
foun d r i e s

,
a n d h o t e l s

,
an d l a t e r ext e n d e d th e f i e l d o f h i s op e r a t i o n s to Ca l i

fornia,
an d f i na l l y t o A l a ska .

A l t h ough M r
.
Bu r t o n c o l l e c t e d fi n e b o ok s o n a gr e a t va r i e ty o f sub j e c t s ,

an d mad e r emark ab l e c o l l e c t i o n s o f c o i n s
,
min e ra l s

,
an d r e l i e s , i t i s a s a co l

l e c t o r o f Li n c o l n ma t e r i a l t h a t h e i s b e s t known , a n d as h e was an en thusi

ast ic a dm i r e r of Li n co l n
,
a l e c t u r e r o n L i n c o l n’s l i f e an d ch a rac t e r , an d i n

cl o s e t ou ch w i t h L i n c o l n c ol l e c t o r s an d L i n co l n s o c i e t i e s , h i s co l l e c t i on grew
rap i d l y t o l a rge p rop o r t i on s

,
an d wh e n h i s L i n c o l n l ib ra ry was s o l d a t au c

t i on som e few yea r s ago
,
i t wa s p r on ou n c e d a s t h e l a rge s t c o l l e c t i o n of p r i n te d

mat e r i a l r egard i n g Ab rah am Li n co l n t h a t h a s ev e r b e e n o ffe r e d for s a l e .

H i s num i smat i c i n c l i n a t i o n s w e r e n o t for an y s p e c i a l t i e s : any th i ng o f
i n t e r e s t a n d b eau ty app ea l e d t o h im

,
an d h i s c o l le c t i o n , wh i ch i s t o b e s o l d i n

A p ri l
. w i l l b e foun d t o b e on e of t h e i n t e r e s t i n g num i sma t i c o f f e r i n gs for t h e

s eason .

BY DELMONT L . ANGELL

H ow Coin Collec t ion P romotes Hab its ofTh r ift
I n r ead i n g th e D ec emb e r numb e r o f M eh l

’

s Num i sma t i c M on th ly my eye

fe l l u p o n t h e a nn ou n c em en t by B . M ax M eh l o f a n ap p r oa ch i n g s a l e of a p a r t
of t h e c o i n c o l l e c t i o n o f J oh n E . Bu r t o n o f M i lwauke e . I t h e n r e ca l l e d a n
i n c i d e n t i n t h i s ge n t l ema n

’
s a c t i v e l i f e th a t d ov e t a i l e d to a n ex t e n t w i t h t h e

t op i c t o w h i c h I d e s i r e d t o gi v e exp r e s s i o n -in th i s a r t i c l e . M r . B u r t o n , wh o s e
ac t i v i t i e s i n m i n i n g op e rat i o n s , bu i l d i n g p roj e c t s an d va r i ou s i n du s t r i e s h av e
s pa nn ed a p e r i o d o f two - s c o r e y e a r s . a t one t i m e wa s th e p o s s e s s o r o f a

fo r tu n e p r i n t e d i n s ev e n figu r e s . an d th e fi r s t of wh i c h wa s not Heh a s
a l ways be e n an a rd e n t c o l l e c t o r of p r e t t y mu c h ev e ry th i n g .

s p e c i a l i z i n g i n

m olma . an d h i s c o l l e c t i o n al on g th a t l i n e wa s a s c omp l e t e a s any i n

Am e r i c a . Se v e ra l y ea r s ag o h e u n c ov e r e d a p a r t i cu l a r l y ch o i c e c o l l e c t i o n o f
s t amp s , owned , i f my memory s e rv e s m e r i gh t , by a ge n t l ema n i n t h e b eau t i fu l

t ow n o f Gen eva , W is . M r . Bu r t on a s k ed th e ma n i f h i s c o l l e c t i o n was f o r sa l e
and was i n fo rm e d t h a t i t wa s , p rov i d e d h e c ou l d g et wh a t h e wan t e d fo r i t .
\/Vh en a sk e d to s t a t e h i s p r i c e , t h e own e r o f t h e c o l l e c t i o n s a i ' l h e wou l d t rad e
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h i s s t amp s fo r t h e Bu r t o n H o t e l . A f t e r a h e s i t a t i o n of ab ou t fi f t e e n s e c on d s ,

wh i ch i s ab ou t a s l on g a s M r . B u r t o n ev e r h e s i t a t e s ab ou t a ny th i n g , h i s off e r
wa s a c c ep t e d

.
Th e co l l e c t i o n a f t e rwa rd b r ough t a n d th e h o t e l s ev e r a l

t ime s t h a t amou n t i n ea r n i n gs t o th e ge n t l ema n wh o i nv e s t e d h i s mo n ey in

s t amp s an d b ou gh t “go od” s t amp s ! I w i l l r e l a t e o n e i n c i d e n t t o i l l u s t ra te

M r
.
B u r t o n ’s ch a rac t e r : H e h ad b ou gh t a m i n e i n C o l o ra d o , s o l d s t o ck a n d

gu aran t e e d c e r t a i n d i v i d e n d s t o t h e h o l d e r s th e r e o f i n a s p e c i fie d t i m e . Th e
mi n e h ad not e a r n ed a d i v i d e n d , a n d wh e n a f r i e n d d r op p e d i n t o M r . B u r t o n’s
o ffi c e on t h a t da t e h e fou n d h im fa c i ng a p i l e o f s i gn e d ch e ck s . They were fo r
t h e s t o ck ho l d e rs a n d t o can c el t heir h o l dings in th e m ine wh i c h had not

“pan n e d out” ! Ce r t a i n l y i n t egr i ty was i n t h e f l ow e r a t t h a t p e r i od !
B e for e t h e b ig h o l i d ay ru s h o f b uye r s b e n t o n ob s e rv i ng Ch r i s tma s a s h ad

always b e e n t h e i r w on t
,
t h e Gov e rnm en t impo r tu n e d t h e p e op l e i n va r i ou s

way s to r e fr a i n fr om fo o l i s h exp e n d i tu r e s an d l o an t h e i r mon ey t o t h e go od

o l d U . S . A . f o r t h e p r o s e cu t i o n o f t h e wa r . A f t e r th e
,

smoke o f b a t t l e h a s

b l own away i t i s f ou n d th a t n o t onl y h av e t h e p eop l e n ob l y r e sp o n d e d to t h e

r e qu e s t of t h e G ove r nmen t
,
bu t a t t h e s am e t i m e h av e p i l e d u p an aggr e ga t e

v olum e of h o l i d ay bu s i n e s s gr e a t e r th a n h as ev e r b e e n r e c o r d e d i n t h e c ou n

t ry’s h i s t o ry ! Al l t h i s make s f o r a n ew e ra o f t h r i f t a n d p r o sp e r i ty a n d
augu r s w e l l fo r t h e fu tu r e o f t h i s gr e a t a n d gl o r i ou s n a t i o n . I t l ik ew i s e s p e ak s
We l l for th e bu s i n e s s acum en o f ou r gr e a t a n d gr ow i ng p opu l a c e

,
s o c o smo

p ol i t a n i n i t s ch a ra c t e r t h a t i t i s a t a sk t o e num e ra t e ev e n th e r a c i a l t yp e s th a t
hav e e n t e r e d th e m e l t i n g c au l d r on .

A l ayman w ou l d na tu ra l l y supp o s e t h a t in t e r e s t i n t h e c o l l e c t i n g o f c o i n s
wou l d s h ow a t e n d e n cy t o wa n e a t a p e r i o d wh e n t h e c e n t e r o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e

m i n d s o f ab ou t 99 p e r c e n t of t h e p e op l e i s i n t h e wa r a n d i t s u l t i m a t e ou t

c om e . I t o n ly r e qu i r e s b u t a momen t’s gl an c e a t t h e p r i c e d c a ta l ogu e s o f t h e
d eal e r s wh o r egu l a r ly h o l d au c t i o n s to e s t ab l i s h t h e fa c t t h a t t h e c omp e t i t iv e

i n t e r e s t i s j u s t a s k e e n a s i n t im e s o f p ea c e— in fa c t
,
mor e s o . W hy t h i s i s t h e

cas e , I wi l l not a t t emp t t o exp l a i n , o t h e r th a n t o v e n tu r e t h e s ta t em e n t t h a t
any fo rm of c o l l e c t i n g pu r su e d w i t h d i s c r im in a t ion i s an ev i d e n c e o f t h r i f t .

An d n on e m or e so t h a n th e r a t i o n a l a s s emb l i n g o f c o i n s . An d wh e n t o t h r i f t
i s a dd e d th e a t t e n d an t i n c r e a s e o f kn ow l e d ge d e r i v e d f rom th e i r s tu dy a n d
p rop e r c l a s s i fi c a t i o n , t h e pu r su i t i s c l o t h e d w i t h a d i gn i ty t h a t r i s e s fa r ab ov e

t h e m i sap p l i e d t e rm s o f h ob by , fa d , o r s om e t im e s ev e n wo r s e—
“ c o i n b ugs ! ”

I p e r s o n al ly k now an d e s t e em on e c ol l e c t o r i n t h e E as t who a t t r ibu t e s a l l
h e h a s i n wo r l d l y good s an d t h e maj o r p o r t i o n o f h i s k n owl e dge o f h i s t o ry

s imp ly t o cu l t i v a t i n g c o i n c o l l e c t ing a s a fo rm of d iv e r s i o n . An d t h i s d i v e r
s i o n h a s cu lm i n a t e d i n h i s own e r s h i p o f a h om e— b ou gh t a n d p a i d fo r

t h rou g h th e s t imu lu s o f c o l l e c t i n g— a n d a t l i t t l e i f an y s a c r ifi c e o f t h e wo r t h

wh i le t h i n gs o f l i fe . H e h ad s imp ly b e e n a d r i f t e r du r i n g t h e e a r l y y ea r s o f

h i s l i f e , an d no t h i n g l i k e t h r i f t o r c o l l e c t i n g h a d e v e r ov e r l a pp e d h i s m e n t a l

h o r i z o n . Bu t on e day h e wa s g i v e n a few ea r l y Un i t e d S ta t e s c e n t s by a

fr i e n d , who wa s imbu e d w i t h s o mu c h e n thu s i a sm ov e r h i s p e t h o b by that a

l i t t l e of t h i s e n t hu s i a sm p en e t r a t e d u n d e r t h e s k i n
,
wi th t h e r e su l t t h a t f r om

th a t m ome n t h e was a d i s c i p l e o f th e cu l t a n d h a s n e ve r s i n c e l o s t h i s i n t e r e s t
in c o i n c o ll e c t i n g . An d w i t h h i s m od e s t b e gi n n i n g wa s b o rn th e d e s i r e t o
k n ow mor e of th e h i s t o r i c a l da ta o f t h e c oun t r i e s o f t h e wo r l d a n d th e i r ru l e r s

.

Thu s was h is m e n ta l V i s ion b road e n ed a n d h is k n owl e d ge w i d en ed t o a fa r

g r ea t e r ex t en t th an ot h e rw ise wou l d h av e b e e n th e ca s e
.
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Th i s is bu t one of s eve ra l s im i l a r c a ses th a t hav e c ome to my at t e n t i o n
wh e r e i n t e r e s t i n n umi smat i c s ha s led i n t o oth e r c ha n n e l s wh e reby th e s e ge n
t lem en hav e imp rove d th em se l ve s in a me n tal , fi n a nc i a l

,
a n d I m i g h t a l s o add

mo ralfi manner . F or c e r t a i n i t i s t h a t t h e man who fin ds th e mo n ey to pur

c h as e c o i n s to add to h i s co l l e c t i o n w i l l l i k ew i s e fi n d th e mo n ey to pay h i s

j u s t d eb t s ; a n d wh i l e not ma n y of us W i l l b e so fo r tu n at e a s to s a fegua rd our

fu tu r e t h r oug h t he med ium of a fad , I do mai n ta i n t h a t t h e c ol l e c t or wh o buys
a l ong s e n s i b l e l i n e s n e ed h ave sma l l f ea r a s to t h e co l l a t e ra l va lu e of h i s

i nv e s tme n t .
Aprop o s of th i s l i n e of r ea so n i n g , t h e w i fe o f a c ol l e c to r r ec e n t ly pu t t h e

qu e s t i o n up to t h e w r i t e r i n c on c r e t e fo rm . She s ta t ed t ha t h e r hu sba n d had
a g r ea t d ea l of mon ey t i e d up i n h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f c o i n s an d a ske d my adv i c e
a s to t h e i r d i s p o s i t i o n sh ou l d a n y th i n g happ en to h im . I i n fo rme d my
i nqu i r e r t ha t s h e sh ou l d p rocu r e th e name s of t h e s eve ra l r epu tab l e coi n
d ea l e r s who h ol d au c t i o n s a t r egu la r i n t e rval s

,
ge t i n t ouch w i th o n e of th em

,

an d t ha t h er i n t e r e s t s wou l d r ec e ive p rop e r a n d sa fe a t t en t i on . Lat e r I wa s

i n fo rme d by t h e hu s ban d tha t suc h h ad b e e n h i s i n t e n t i o n and th e subj e c t
ma t t e r was a l r ea dy r e du c e d to wr i t i ng amon g h i s p r i va t e p ap er s .

W h i l e th i s su gge s t i o n i s n o t i n t e n d ed fo r t h e co l l e c t o r of unl im i t e d re

s ou rc e s , th e r e a re no doub t s c o re s of o th e r s of mode ra t e i n come s who s e col

l e c t i on s r ep r e s e n t t h e i r s av i n gs , a n d to t h e la t t e r c l a s s i t may b e o f mat e r i al
be n efi t .

The Sp r ing f ie l d Co in Clu b '

The 63rd mee t i n g of t h e Spr i n g f i e l d Coi n Club wa s h e l d i n th e rooms of
th e Sp r i n gfi e l d Chamb e r of Commerc e on W e d n e sday

,
M arc h 13 th ,

19 18 ,
wi t h

V i c e Pr e s i d e n t W . S . Ful l e r i n th e ch a i r . M emb e r s p r e s e n t M e s s rs . Cur

t i s
,
Fu l l e r

,
M o rs e

,
Po n d

,
O l i ve r

,
Prevo s t

,
S t on e a n d M orr i s . Vi s i tor s

Th e mi nut e s of th e p rev i ou s m ee t i ng a n d th e rep or t of th e Trea su re r

w e r e not r ead b e cau s e t h e S e c r e ta ry was v e ry la t e i n ar r i v ing . Th e n ame of

Ju l i e n A . W h i pp l e of 48 Pea r l S t r e e t
,
occupa t i on b roke r

,
was p rop o s ed for

memb e rs h i p
,
b e ing r e c ommend e d by our fe l l ow m embe r

,
Horac e D . M cCowan

M r . W h i pp l e’s app l i c a t i o n was l a i d on th e t ab l e i n ac corda n c e w i t h our B y

Laws .

A sp e c i a l e n t e r t a i nmen t c on s i s t i n g o f an exh i b i t a n d auc t io n of a n c i e n t
a nd mode rn co i n s was giv en , a ft e r wh i ch th e me e t i ng adj ou rn e d .

A . W . MORRI S , Se c r e tary .

Ch icag o Num ismat ic Soc iety
Th e Feb ruary me e t i n g of B ran ch O n e

,
A . N . A .

,
was h e ld Fri d ay ev e n i n g ,

Feb rua ry 8
,
a t t h e H ot e l Sh e rman

,
Ch i cago . The fol l ow i ng memb er s we r e

p re s en t : M e s s r s . Kel ly
,
Ripstra, B e ck e r , J os e ph s on , Lawl e s s , J o n as , Leo n ,

B oh risch ,
an d D av i s .

Th e m ee t i n g was ca l l ed to o rde r by Pre s id e n t K e l ly . Aft e r t h e t ra n s
ac t i on of rou t i n e bu s i n e s s M r . Dav i s r e ad a pap e r on

“
The Cir culat ing

'

M e

dium of t h e Ame r i can Col o n’i e s , whi ch was i l lu s t ra t e d wi th many co i n s of

t h e co l on i a l p e ri od .

Th e o th e r exh i b i t s w e re a s fo l l ows
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By M r . J o s e p h s on : Span i s h 4 R e a l P i e c e counterstamped by Co s t o R i c o ,
a fi n e m e da l o f F r e d e r i ck t h e G r e a t

,
an d a m e da l o f t h e F ra n c o -Pru s s i a n Wa r .

B y M r . J ona s : Large m eda l o f K i ng Kar l of Wurt t emb e rg, a n d an ex
t remely f i n e VVood

’
s h al f—p enn y . Two l a rge b ro n ze s o f Galerius Va l e r i u s w i t h

d i f f e r e n t r eve r s e s .

By M r . B r own : Un c i r cu la t e d s e t s o f c op p e r c o i n s f rom J av a , F r e n c h
Congo an d M orocc o .

By M r . Ke l ly : Vi rg i n i a h a l f- c e n t
,
u nc i r cu l a t e d

,
Mary l a n d s h i l l i ng

,
a n d

fou r f i f t e e n—c e n t n o t e s w i t h w i d e ma rg i n s
,
two wi t h r e d b a ck s

,
a n d au t ograp h

s ign a tu re s of Al l i s on an d Sp i n n e r
,
one wi t h gr e e n b a ck an d e ng rav e d s i gn a

tu r e s , an d on e wi th r e d b a ck wi th e ngrav e d s i gn a tu r e s o f Col b y an d Sp i n n e r .
R . E . DAVI S

,
Sec retar v .

Th e M ar ch me e t i n g of B ran ch O n e
,
A . N . A .

,
was h e l d a t t h e H ot e l S h e r

man , Ch i cago , F r i day , Mar ch 8 . Th e ‘

f ol l ow i ng memb e r s w e re p re s e n t :
M e s s r s . K e l ly, Lawl e s s , J os e ph s o n , L e on , B e ck e r , J on a s , M i ch a e l , R ipst ra,

a n d

Dav i s . Mrs . R ipst ra, M i s s N aerup a n d M i s s Em i ly Le on w e r e p r e s e n t a s

v i s i t o r s .

P r e s i d e n t K e l ly ca l l e d t h e m e e t i ng t o o rd e r . Rou t ine bu s i n e s s wa s t ran s
a c t ed , a n d s ev e ra l m emb e r s t o l d o f t h e i r gr e a t e s t d i s app o i n tm e n t s i n c o l l e c t

i n g co i n s . Me s s r s . Leon , B e ck e r , J o s e ph s o n an d R ipst ra a l l h a d h ar d l u ck
t a l e s , wh i c h we r e g r e a t l y e n j oye d by a l l p r e s en t .
Th e exh ib i t s we r e a s fo l low s :
B y M r . Dav i s : Ros a Ame r i c an a H a l f P en n y

,
an d e i gh t e e n fi n e and nu

c i r cu l a t ed l a rge copper ,
c en ts.

B y M r . K e l l y : 1836 Dol l a r , P r oo f , an d a numb e r of pa t t e rn s wh i ch in
c l ud e d t h e h a l f d o l l a r s o f 1836

,
1838

,
1859

,
1869

,
a n d 1870

,
a n d t h e qua r t e r s o f

1869 an d 1870, an d th e d im e s of t h e s am e ye a r s .

B y M r . Lawl e s s : T e n v e ry f i n e an d u n c i r cu l a t e d e a rl y c op p e r c e n t s
.

By M r . Le on : N i n e examp l e s o f t h e fou r v a r i e t i e s o f th e H awa i i a n c e n t
of 1847

, an d a c e n t o f 1799 i n u n u sual c ond i t i o n .

B y M r . J o s e ph s o n : Hud s on - Fu l t on m e da l
,
Nu r nb e rg meda l d a t e d 1765 ,

a n d s ome Engl i s h Trad e sm en t oke n s f r om Glosc ester , d a t e d 1797 .

B y M r . J on a s : Quar t e r , h a l f an d on e ru p e e p i e c e f rom Ge rman Eas t
A f r i ca . a n d f i r s t b ro n z e s o f N e r o

,
Ga l ba

,
Dom i t i a n

,
Ve spa s i an

.
Ca l i gu la

.
an d

A n ton i u s P iu s .
Th e m ee t i n g was a dj ou rn ed t o th e s e c on d F r i d ay i n A p r i l

.

R . E . DAV I S
,
S e c re t a ry

.

Rocheste r Num i smat i c Assoc iat ion
Ho te l R och e s t e r

,
Tu e s day

.
Marc h 19 ,

19 18 .

The 142nd me e t i n g of t h e Roch e s t e r N um i sma t i c A s s o c i a t i on was ca l l e d
to o rd e r by Pre s i d e n t H

.
H

. Yawg e r .

Memb e r s p r e s en t : D r . Fr e n ch , Mes s r s . Koeb ,
Horn e r

, VV
'

oodbury ,
B au e r

,

Put n am , Savage , Raymond , W oo l s ey , M aunov ry ,
B u rl i n g ,

Pl umb
,
L

.
G

. Am

b e rg ,
B or radaile

,
Yawg er , C ran d al l , Gi l l e t t e , Loizeau,

S immon d s
.

M r . M aunov ry rep o r t e d t hat h e ca l l e d o n D r . Han d l e r du r i n g th e d ay an d
fou n d t h e Doc t o r mu ch imp rov ed

.

M r . Pu tnam , c u rat o r of the Roch e s t e r Mun i c i pal M u s eum
,
a n d one of
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M r
.
Edwar d T

.
N ewe l l s p ok e

,
s ay i n g t h e on l y V en e t i a n c o i n s h e wa s ih

t erested i n w e r e t h e Z e cc h i n i , b e cau s e t h o s e c o i n s a l s o p a s s e d cu r r e n t among
t h e A rab s

,
i n M al t a an d po s s i b l y Rho de s . Th e copp e r im i t a t i o n s we r e s t ru ck

i n Engl an d fo r u s e i n A rab i a an d Aby s s i n i a . H e exh ib i t e d s ev e r a l i n t e r e s t i ng
p i e c e s

,
in c lud i n g t h r e e s i l v e r im i t a t i o n s o f Z e c c h in i s t ru c k i n th e Ea s t ( p r ob

ab l y in t h e B a l kan p en i n su l a ) .

M r
. W o rm s e r s p ok e of t h e m e da l l i c t h a l e r s o f Can t o n o f Gr i s o n s o n t h e

t r ea ty w i t h t h e R e pub l i c of Venac e . th e t r e a ty b e in g b e tw e e n n eu t r a l s t o p ro

t e e t t h e i r r i gh t s . H e exh ib i t e d t h e t h al e r s d e s c r i b e d .

Mr . H ea t on s p ok e o f h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f Vene t i a n p i e c e s mad e du r i ng h i s
t r i p s t o Eu rop e .

M r . P roskey s p ok e o f t h e v a r iou s V en e t i an i s s u e s a n d m en t i on e d D oge
N i c h o la s T r on o a s t h e on l y d oge wh o h a d e ve r ha d h i s h e ad put on a co i n .

H e men t i on e d th e or i g i n o f t h e w o r d O s e l l a an d s ta t e d t h a t t h e mu s eum i n

Ven i c e p o s s e s s e d th e on ly c omp l e t e c o l l e c t i o n o f Osellas i n e x i s t e n c e . H e

mad e a l a rge exh i b i t r e p r e s en t ing 5 5 out of 79 ru l e r s . O n e i n t e r e s t i n g l a rg e
s i l v e r m eda l c ommemo ra t e d t h e r e pu l s e of t h e Tu rk s .
D r . Va l e n t i n e s p ok e a t s ome l en gth . H e sa i d th e r igh t to c o i n t h e i r own

mon ey wa s c on f i rm e d by th e Empe ro r Ru dol p h o f B u rgundy t o D oge O r s e
Par t ic ipazo I I i n A . D . 9 12 . I n t h e c ru sa d e ( 1 1 19) t h e D oge D om en i c o
M i c h i e l i b e c am e sh o r t o f fu nd s wh i l e a i d i ng B a ldwi n

,
K ing o f J e ru s a l em

,
a t

t h e s i ege o f Ty re
,
s o h e cu t c o i n s of l e a th e r a n d p rom i s e d to exc h an ge t h em

for good mon ey on th e i r r e tu rn t o V en i c e . A no th e r h i s t o r i an s t a t e s t ha t i t
wa s t h e cu s t om o f th e e a r l y Doge s t o mak e coron at i on p r e s e n t s of wi l d du ck s

,

wh i c h cu s t om i n t im e b e came d i f f i c u l t
,
ow i n g t o l a ck o f game

,
so th e Doge

Lor e n zo Celsi i n 1361 gav e a sum of mon ey . I n 152 1 t h e G r an d Coun c i l p e r
m it tc d Doge A n t on i o G r iman i t o sub s t i tu t e a s i l v e r m eda l

,
wh i ch was ca l l e d

O s e l l a (Ven e t i a n fo r b i r d ) . Th i s c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 1789
,
t o D ok e Lu d ovi c o

M a n i n .

Vi c e P r e s i d e n t F r ey gav e a b r i e f h i s t o ry o f V en i c e an d i l l u s t ra t e d h i s
d i s c ou r s e w i t h var i ou s exh i b i t s . A l a rge n umb e r of typ e s

,
t h e s p eak e r s a i d

,

o r i g i n a t e d i n Ven i c e , an d h e gav e the h i s t o r y of th e ma tapan
,
z e c ch i n a o s e l l a

,

baga t t i n o , l i ra , gi u s t i n a , g azet ta, e t c . Among h i s e xh i b i t s w e re ear ly typ e s of

t h e zec c li ini o f t h e f i f t e e n th c e n tu ry
,
an d c o i n s o f t h e p ro v i s i on a l gove rnmen t

o f Lomba rdy -Ven i c e of 1848
,
e t c .

H e n ry Chapman exh i b i t e d 16 Ven e t i an go l d Z e c c h i n i
,
a l a rg e 12 Z e c ch i n i

p i e c e of Paul o R en i e r
,
1779 - 1789

, fr om Lo rd D i l l o n’s c o l l e c t i on
.
a 20 Li r e

p i e c e of t h e R e pu b l i c ,
1848

, al s o 68 du ca t o on s a n d osellas f r o n t 1343 to 1848 ;

al s o s ome p r i va t e go l d , U . S . pa t t e r n s
,
an d a “Pa t t e r n D i m e " w i t h th e h ea d

of J e ffe r s on Dav i s
,
e t c .

M r . Gut tag exh i b i t e d pap e r m o n ey Bu on o d i Ca s s a 1 a n d 2 l i r e .

The m emb e r s w e re t ha n k e d for t h e i r r ema rk s a n d e xh i b i t s
.

Th e me e t i n g th e r eu p on ad j ou rn e d .

THO S . L . E LDER
,
S e c re ta ry a n d T r e a su r e r

.
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W ith The Ed itor

Unc le Sam M elt ing S i lv er Dol lars In to Bu l l ion
I t i s p rop os e d a t VV

as
‘

h ing ton th a t s i lv e r d ol l a rs now i n t h e

U . S . Trea su ry sh al l b e me l t e d an d tu rn e d i n t o bu l l i on a s an eme rge n cy war
mea su r e . A s s i lv e r i s now s e l l i n g a t n ea r o n e d o l l a r an oun c e , t h i s mean s a
n i c e l i t t l e p ro fi t for Unc l e Sam . I f t h i s a c t i o n i s c a r r i e d out i t wi l l v i rtual l y

fix a s tan dard p r i c e fo r s i lv e r a t one dol l a r an oun c e . Thi s me l t i ng of s i lv e r

do l l a r s h e l d by t h e Trea su ry aga i n s t t h e s i l v e r c e r t i fi ca t e s now i n c i rcu l a t i o n

may have th e eff e c t of mak ing do l l a r s of c e r t a i n d a t e s s ca rc e , an d con s e quen t l y
i n c rea s e th e i r va l u e to col-l e c t o r s . Happy i n t h i s ca s e wi l l 'be t h o s e wh o have

pu t away ch o i c e s p e c imen s i n th e i r co l l e c t i on s . B u t eve n a s i t i s , ch oi c e s p e c i

m en s of comm on dat e s ar e sc arc e , a nd i t i s s a fe to s ay th ey w i l l b e come even

more s o i n t h e fu tu r e . Th e l o n g de s p i s e d U . S . t rad e dol l a r w i l l come i n to i t s

own aga i n , an d b e ab l e to h ol d up i t s h ead , whi ch has l ong hung i n s hame . N o

l onge r w i l l t h ey go b eggi n g a roun d a t fo r ty—fi v e p e r c e n t d i s coun t . F or
‘

th e

fi r s t t im e i n many yea r s
,
th e c ommon d a t e s wi l l b e p ra c t i ca l ly wor t h th e i r fac e

val u e .

Common Foreign S i lv er Dol lars Increase i n Value
Th e s e a r e a l s o sh a r i n g i n t h e good t i me s an d have i n c re a s e d i n va lu e h e re .

No longe r w i l l t h e s i lv e r dol l a r s of M exi co, th e Sou t h Ame rican r e pub l i c s ,
Hong Kong

,
Japan

,
e t c . ,

b e pu rch as ab l e a t fr om fo r ty t o s ix ty c e n t s e ac h .

Thos e who h av e mad e th i s s e r i e s a fe at u re o f th e i r c ol l e c t i on s may cong ratu

l a t e e a c h o th e r an d sm i l e a t t h e i r good fo r tu n e .

Foreign War Medals for Our Boys at t he Front
I n c re a s e d i n t e r e s t w i l l b e t ake n i n t h e m i l i t a ry meda l s g iv e n by ou r A l l i e s

fo r b rav e ry i n th e fi e l d an d u nde r fi r e . Our own t r00p s figh t i n g w i t h our

A l l i e s aga i n s t t h e c ommon foe,
ar e to b e gran t e d p e rm i s s i o n to a cc ep t , a n d

wear
,
an y meda l or de cora t i on c on fe r r e d on t h em by th e A l l i e s . Nor i s t h i s

al l
.
Rec i p ro c i ty i n th e b e s towa l of a l l m i l i ta ry medal s w i l l b e t h e ru l e , and

B e lg ian
,
B r i t i s h

,
F r en c h

,
I t a l i a n an d Por tugue s e so l d i e r s w i l l s h a re w i t h our

own th e h on o r s an d d e corat i on s g i ve n for con sp i cuou s s e rv i c e by our gove rn
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men t . Th e Amer i c an s o l d i e r w i l l b e n o l e s s Ame r i c a n b e cau s e h e we a r s t h e
c ov e t e d B r i t i s h V i c t o r i a C ro s s

,
o r t h e Cro i x d e Gu e r r e o f t h e ga l l a n t F r e n c h .

A s w e wr i t e t h i s
,
ou r b oy s a r e figh t i n g ga l l an t l y aga i n s t gr e a'

t od d s i n

F ra n c e . Th e gr e a t e s t b a t t l e i n t h e h i s t o ry o f th e wo r l d i s b e i ng fough t , an d
ou r b oy s a r e doi n g th e i r s h a r e . Som e w i l l w i n me da l s . Many w i l l w i n a

gl o r i ou s dea th . M ay t h e r e su l t b e V I CTO RY .

Coins As An I nv estment
We wer e r e c en t l y a sk e d by a c or r e sp on d en t :

“W h a t a r e t h e b e s t c o i n s t o
c o l l e c t

,
l o ok i n g u pon th e mon ey Sp en t on th em a s a n i n ve s tm e n t ?” N o t b e i ng

a p r op h e t
,
o r abl e to s e e t h e p a r t i cu l a r s e r i e s wh i c h w i l l b e i n s p e c i al favo r i n

t e n o r twen ty ye a r s
’
t im e

,
we h e s i t a t e t o s p e ak w i th a ny a s s um e d au t h o r i t y .

Doub t l e s s s om e s e r i e s t h a t comman d h i gh p r i c e s t od ay w i l l n o t b e i n a s gr e a t
deman d or f avo r t en y e a r s h e n c e . An d s om e co i n s t h a t a r e c omp ar a t i v e l y
ch eap t od ay w i l l t h e n be

'

wor th mu ch mor e . We may b e r e a s on ab l y su r e o f
o n e th i ng . Th e s tu dy of p r i c e d c a ta l ogu e s w i l l p r ov e i t . Th e c o i n s i ssu e d by
our own gov e rnme n t , t h e r egu l a r s e r i e s , h av e advan c e d c on si d e r ab ly i n v a l u e
du r i ng t h e l a s t d e cad e , and w i l l m o s t p rob ab l y advan c e s t i l l mo r e du r i ng t h e
n ex t

Th e ra r e da t e s o f U . S . go l d
,
s i l v e r ; an d cop p e r c e n t s i n c h o i c e c on d i t i o n ,

th e p r iva t e i s su e s of go l d c o i n s i n t he U . S . wi l l n ev e r b e l e s s t han t h e y a r e a t

t h e p r e s en t t im e .

We th i n k al s o t h a t t h e ea r l y h amme re d go l d an d s i l v e r c o i n s o f G r e a t
B r i t a-in an d F ran c e w i l l i n c r e a s e i n va l u e a f t e r t h e wa r

,
ow i n g t o th e gr ea t e r

i n t e r e s t t ak e n i n th e h i s t o ry a n d co i n age of our A l l i e s . B u t wh i l e i t i s p e r
m i s s ib l e t o l ook upon th e mon ey s p e n t i n c oi n s a s a n i nv e s tm en t

, th e r e i s an
o th e r s i d e t o t h e qu e s t i on .

Th e c o l l e c t o r s h ou l d n o t c on s i d e r his c o l l e c t i o n a s a go l d m i n e fr om wh i c h
h e exp e c t s t o r ea p fa t d i v i d e n d s .

“
Th e r ea l c o l l e c t o r d oe s n o t b uy h i s c o i n s

a s h e d oe s s t o ck s an d b on d s
,
as p ay i ng i n v e s tm e n t s . Th e j oy o f p o s s e s s i ng

s ome th i ng th a t n o one e l s e h a s , i s t h e d i v i d e n d h e wan t s .

”

The Coins of L iberia
Th e n ews th a t i n t h e fi r s t h a l f o f Ap r i l a Ge rma n submar i n e sh e l l e d ‘M on

rov i a , the cap i ta l o f Lib e r i a , an d su nk t h e L ib e r i a n n avy— (an a rmou r e d s h i p ,
t h e P re s i d ent G ran t ) -d i d n o t c au s e a s mu c h a l a rm i n t h i s c ou n t ry a s i f t h e

u n de r s e a s b oa t ha d l e f t i t s v i s i t i n g ca rd s i n N ew Yo rk c i ty . I t i s i n t e r e s t i ng
to r em emb e r t h e c on n e c t i o n b e twe e n t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s an d Li b e r i a— foun d e d
in 1822 by Ame r i ca n p hil an t h rop i s t s for ‘t h e s e t t l em en t o f f r e e d s l av e s

.
Up to

1847 i t wa s p ra c t i ca l l y an Am e r i c an c o l on y . I n 1847 i t wa s r e c ogn i z e d a s a

s ove re ign s t a t e by G re a t B r i t a i n
,
a n d i n 1862 by th e Un i t e d S ta t e s

.

I n 1833 t h e Ame r i c an Col on i za t i o n S oc i e ty ( foun d e d i n 18 16) i s s u e d th e

we l l -k n own Lib e r ian c e n t b e a r i ng t h at da t e . Th e r e a r e t h r e e v a r i e tie s of t h i s
com

, d iffe r i ng i n s i z e of t re e
,
s h i p

,
bu sh

,
man an d rays o n obv e r s e

.
Th i s c o i n

m i gh t b e c o n s i d e re d our fi r s t c o l on i a l
,
a s L i b e r i a wa s t h e e a r l i e s t U

.
S

.
c o l ony

ou t s i d e th e so- ca l l e d “S ta t e s
.

”

1833 i s the yea r E ngl an d ab o li s h e d s l ave ry th r ough ou t h e r Emp i re
,
an d a
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Papal bu l l i s sue d i n t ha t year , a r raye d aga i n s t th e i n s t i tu t i o n t h e oppo s i t i o n
of t h e Chur c h . 1833 i s i n deed a yea r to b e r ememb e re d i n th e a n n al s o f Fre e
dom .

Th e 1847 - 1862 one and two- c e n t p i e c e s
,
Head of Lib e r ty

,
w i t h th e t r e e

rev e rs e , a r e hand some coi n s and ar e s t i l l e a s i ly ob ta i n ed
.

Adv ert ising Good for Busi ness
N o w i d e - awak e fi rm today

‘

at temp ts to run a bu s i n e s s wi th ou t p l en ty of

a dve r t i s i ng . Even t h e chu rch e s fa l l i n t o l i n e a n d an noun c e t h e i r s e rv ic e s
.

Pe rh ap s i t may b e i n fra d ig nitatem for a Numi smat i c C lub to fo l l ow su i t . I t

mi gh t r esu l t i n an ac ce s s i on to t h e memb e rsh i p . S t i l l wors e th i n gs than th i s
m igh t hap p en . I t m igh t b e a s we l l to r ememb e r th a t th e r e a r e always co l

l e c t o r s l i v i ng i n eve ry l a rge c i ty who a re not aware o f th e ex i s t e n c e of suc h

c lub s , a n d who, i f g i v e n a chan c e , wou l d b e p l ea s ed to mee t o th e r s i n t e re s t e d
i n th e h obby . Ou t of th i s c l a s s d e s i rab l e memb e r s m i g h t b e ob ta i n e d . Of

c ou rs e , app l i ca t i o n for memb e rsh i p do e s not gua ran t e e e l e c t i on . Th e desira

b ility o f ap p l ic an t s can b e a s c e r ta i n ed by regu la r mean s .

D r . F . A . Hassler
The ma n y fr i e n ds of D r . F . A . Has s l e r

,
of San ta Ana , Cal , wi l l h ear wi th

d e ep regre t of h i s s e r i ou s i l l n e s s . D r . Has sl e r i s
,
above al l

,
a c l os e s tud e n t of

c o i n s an d many pape r s f rom h i s p en have appea r e d i n pas t i s su e s of Ou r
M on th ly

,
a n d th e Numi sma t i s t . Our s i n c e re s t sympa thy i s w i t h h im i n h i s

hou r s of su ffe r i ng .

Cu rrency In Ch ina
Th e t rad e of Ch i na i s h ampe r ed by on e o f t h e mo s t c o n fu s e d an d ch aot i c

sys t ems o f cu r r e n cy
,
on a s i l v e r b as i s , i n t h e worl d , th e i n t r i ca c i e s o f wh i ch

a r e u n de r s t ood by compara t i v e l y f ew p eop l e . Theo re t i c al l y th e t a e l i s th e un i t

of cu rren cy for fo re i gn an d Ch i n e s e c ommer ce , a n d i s subd iv i de d d e c imal l y
i n to mace

,
candareens, an d ca s h ( 1 t a e l 10mace , 1 mace 10 candareens,

1 can dar e e n to ca s h ) . I t , h oweve r , i s not a co i n , bu t a we i gh t of s i l v e r o f a
c e r ta i n degr e e of fi n en e s s

,
an d i t va r i e s i n we i gh t

,
i n t ou ch

,
an d i n va lu e i n

d i ffe re n t pa r t s o f the c oun t ry . Every commer c i a l c en t e r i n Ch i n a not on ly

ha s i t s own tae l we igh t
,
bu t s ev e ra l s t an dard s s i d e by s i d e . Th e tae l of we i gh t

i s t h e l i ang
,
or oun c e

,
of Ch i n a

, and 16 t a e l s mak e 1 ca t ty, or Ch i n e s e p round

( 1 1-3 poun ds avo i rdup o i s ) .

The Various Taels in Cir cula tion .

O f th e nume rou s t a e l s o f cu r r en cy
,
two may b e con s i d e re d a s b e i ng i n

un i ve r sa l u s e , t h e h a ikwan , or
“
cutoms

,
t a e l an d th e kuping , or

“
t r ea su ry ,

"

t a e l ; a th i r d , th e t s aop i n g, or
“ t r ibu t e

,

” t a e l
,
i s cu r ren t ove r a con s i d e rab l e pa r t

of th e c oun t ry . Th e ha ikwan tae l i s t h e cu r r en cy i n wh i ch tar iff du t i e s im
po s e d by th e Mar i t im e Cu s t om s a re l ev i ed

,

‘bu t i t i s pu re ly a fi ic titious cu r

r en ey an d a t no por t do e s a me rch an t t en de r ha i kwan t ae l s i n payme n t
'

of

du t i e s ; i n s t ead h e pays i n l o ca l
-

c u r r en cy a t a ra t e of exchan ge s e t t l e d upon a t

th e op en i ng of ea ch of t h e s eve ra l cu s t om s offi c e s . A t Shanghai t h e ra t e of
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c o n ve r s i on i s fixe d a t 100 h a i kwan t a e l s Sh angha i t a e l s . Th e Shan g

h a i t a e l c on ta i n s g ra i n s o f pu r e s i lv e r
,
wh i c h mak e s t h e h a ikwan t a e l

th e e qu i va l e n t o f 584 gr a i n s . Due al l owa n ce ,
h ow eve r

,
mu s t b e ma d e for t h e

qua l i t y
,
o r “ t ou ch

,

”
of th e s i l v e r . When t h e m e r c h an t do e s not h av e a t han d

t h e fi n e s i l v e r fin e ) for th e p ayme n t of d u t i e s , he mu s t ob t a i n i t f r om a
b ank e r by p r iv a t e a r ran gem en t . Th e v a l u e of t h e h a ikwan t a e l i n fo r e i gn cu r
ren cy i s fix e d mon th ly by t h e M ar i t im e Cu s tom s au t ho r i t i e s . I n 19 14 t h e av e r
age val u e in Ame r i c an cu r r e n cy was
Th e kup ing t a e l i s t h e cu r r e n cy i n wh i ch al l du t i e s t o t h e Gove r nm en t

exc e p t cu s t om s du t i e s a n d t h o s e whic h ar e l ev i e d i n k i n d o r c op p e r ca s h a r e
pa i d . Th e s t a n d a rd kup ing t a e l i s gra i n s o f s i l v e r

,
fi n e , bu t t h e r e

i s a va r i a t i o n i n s om e ca s e s a s mu ch a s 1 p e r c e n t i n d i ff e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e

cou n t ry . W h e re t h e fo r e i gn ob l i ga t i o n s o f th e Cr inese Gov e rnmen t a r e con

c e rn e d
,
t h e e qu i va l e n t o f t h e s ev e r a l sur renc is i s 100h ai kwan t a e l s

kuping t a e l s , an d 100kuping t a e l s 2 Sh angh a i t a e l s .

Th e t s aop i ng t a e l i s cu r re n t i n P rov i n c e s wh i c h p ay t r i b u t e i n k i n d (ma i n
ly r i c e ) , an d i t i s a l s o i n use a t Ch e fo o . Sub j e c t to s l i gh t va r i a t i o n

,
i t w e igh s

gra i n s . A s a t a e l of cu r re n cy , i t i s b a s e d o n difi‘er ent s t a n d a r d s o f s i l
v e r . Th e s t an da rd a t Ch e foo i s 976

,
a t K i uk i a ng an d Wuh u 994

,
a t H an gch ow

997
,
an d a t Sh an gha i 999 .

Apar t f rom th e va r i ou s Gov e rnm en t t a e l s
,
ev e ry comme rc i a l p l a c e h a s s ev

e ra l l oc a l t a e l s
,
a l l ge n e ra l l y r e c ogn i z e d a n d a l l c u r r en t . U s u a l l y among t h e s e

va r i ou s ta e l s t h e r e i s one wh i c h i s r e c ogn i z e d a s t h e cu r r en cy of the p l a c e , i n

wh i ch paym en t s wou l d b e mad e wh e n t h e r e i s n o s t i pu l a t i o n t o t h e c on t ra ry .

I n P ek i ng t h e r e i s n o one r e cogn i ze d t ae l
,
bu t t h e T i e n t s i n t a e l o f gra i n s

o f s i l v e r , 992 fi n e
,
i s t h e gen e ral l y ac cep ted tael a t T i e n t s i n ; th Hankow t a e l

o f gra i n s o f s i l v e r
,
967 fi n e , a t H an kow ; an d th e S ze -ma , o r Can t o n t a e l ,

of gra i n s o f s i l ve r ( t h e o r e t i c a l l y fi n e
,
bu t i n p ra c t i c e o f a l ow e r

d egr e e of fi n e n e s s ) , a t Can t on .

A t Sh angha i t h e Can t o n t a e l i s u s e d fo r d ea l i n gs i n fo r e ign b a r s i l v e r
,
t h e

t s aop i n g t a e l fo r Ch i n e s e r em i t t a n c e s th r ough Ch i n e s e s b ank s t o p l a c e s i n
Ch i na , a n d th e Sh an gha i ta e l , o r

“
Sh an gh ai c onv e n t i o n cu r r en cy

,

” fo r l oc a l

b ank i n g an d t rad i ng pu rp o s e s . Th e v a lu e of th e l a t t e r i s mad e up o f t h r e e

e l em e n t s— t h e we igh t , t h e qua l i ty o f s i lv e r , an d a c onv en t i on . Th e we i gh t on

th e s c a l e i s g ra i n s
,
t h e s i lv e r i s r e du c e d to a s t an da r d o f 944 fi n e

,
an d th e

c on ven t i o n i s t h a t 98 t a e l s o f t h i s we igh t an d th i s s i l v e r s e t t l e a l i ab i l i t y o f
100 t a e l s Sh an gh a i c onv en t i o n cu r r e n cy . A t t h e p re s e n t t im e (J u n e , 19 15 ) t h e
va lu e o f t h e Sh an gh a i t a e l i n Un i t e d S ta t e s cu r r e n cy i s

S i l v e r Sh oes (Sycee ) and Coppe r Cash .

Th e s i l v e r i n Ch i n a i s m o s t c ommon l y surrent i n ov a l i n go t s cal l e d

s h o e s ,
”

wh i c h w e i gh f rom 5 t o 50 t a e l s
,
an d th e s i lv e r i n t h e s h o e i s k n own

a s
“

sy c e e .

”
I n th e i n t e r i o r of t h e c ou n t ry

,
ou t s i d e t h e t r e a t y p o rts and among

th e ma s s o f p opu l a t i on , s i l v e r i s n o t e x t en s i v e l y c i r cu l a t e d an d i s u s e d ma i n l y
for th e pu rp o s e o f h oa rd i ng . F r e qu e n t l y t h e Ch i n e s e w ho s e cu r e s i l v e r c o i n s
me l t t h em up i n t o syc e e . B u t wh e n v e ry l a rge paymen t s are made

,
t h e s h o e s

of syc e e a r e emp l oye d a n d th ey a r e a c c e p t e d a t t h e i r a c tua l we i gh t a n d d e gre e
of fi n en e s s .

Th e re a l cu r ren cy o f t h e pe o pl e o f Ch i n a i s t h e c o pp e r ca s h
,
on e o f wh i ch

e qua l s on e one- th ou san d th p a r t o f a t a e l . Th si i s i t s t h e o r e t i c a l v a l u e , : bu t i n
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p ra c t i c e th e val ue va r i e s fr om 800 to or ca s h to th e t a e l
,
a n d i t i s

not u n i fo rm th rough out th e c ou n t ry . Ca sh ( from th e San skr i t ka rsha
"

) are

smal l rou n d co i n s w i t h a s quare h ol e in th e c e n t e r a n d th ey a re s t ru n g on

s t r i n gs i n ro l l s of 100, of wh i ch 10 g o to the s t r i n g , or t i a o . Th e mo n ey
cha n g e r s usua l ly d educ t l to 4 ca sh for t h e i r t roub l e i n s t r i n g i n g a n d fo r th e

s t r i n g . I n Shan g ha i a t th e p r e s e n t t ime th e Sha n g ha i ta e l i s wor th ca sh
,

w h e r ea s a yea r ag o i t was w o r t h on ly a l i t t l e ove r cash . Th e d ep re c i a

t i o n i n va lu e of the ca sh ha s a v e ry se r i ou s e ff e c t on t h e mas s of t h e p eop l e

a n d co n s i d e rab ly r e s t r i c t s t h e i r pu rcha s i n g powe r . A p i e c e of g ray sh e e t i n g ,

for e xampl e , may b e quote d i n an i n t e r i o r c i ty a t 4 t a e l s . Th e na t i v e
,
a t th e

p re se n t ra t e of exch a n ge , woul d hav e to pay cash for th e p i e c e a s com

pa r ed w i th on ly ca sh a yea r ag o. In ad d i t i on to t h e 1 - ca sh p i e c e th e re

a r e lO- ca s h c opp e r c o i n s
,
or c e n t s

,
wh i ch

,
h oweve r

,
ar e n ot a lways exchanged

a t th e i r fa c e va lu e .

Fore ign Co in s—Ch i n e s e Do l l a r s—Cu rre n cy R eform .

Th e growth o f fo r e i g n t rad e an d th e obj e c t i o n of t h e fo re i g n e r s a nd mer
cha n t s in t h e t r ea ty p or t s to ca r ry i n g a rou n d th e h eavy s i lve r syc e e

,
or s h oe s

,

an d c ash
,
l ed t o th e i n t rodu c t i on i n t o Ch i n a of a numbe r of fore i g n co i n s of

wh i ch th e p r i n c i pa l o n e s we r e t h e Carolu s
, or Spa n i s h , do l la r ; th e M e x i ca n , or

eagl e , do l l a r ; and t h e Japan e s e yen , or dol l ar . O f th e s e t h e M ex i can d ol la r i s
i n most gen e ra l use an d i t i s cu r ren t i n many of t h e t r ea ty po r t s of Ch i n a . I t s

e xcha n g e val u e i s exp r e s s e d i n r e l a t i on to t h e ta e l . At th e p re s e n t t ime th e
i at e of exch an g e is 100M ex i can do l l a r s 2 Sh angha i t ae l s . Tak ing t h e

Sha n gha i t a e l a t U n i t e d S t a t e s cu r r e n cy
,
th i s make s th e va lue of th e

Mex i c an dol la r ab ou t

Th e Ch i n e s e have al s o i s su ed 10 or mor e d i ffe r e n t k i n d s of dol la r s
,
bu t

t h e i r grea t d i s advan tage ha s b e e n th at th ey a r e a t a d i s coun t i n al l t h e P rov
inc es exc ep t th e one i n wh i c h th ey a re m i n t e d . Th e re ar e a l s o i n c i r cu l a t i on

a n umb e r o f sub s i d i a ry s i lv e r c oi n s k n own a s lO- c en t an d 20- c en t p i e ce s
,
wh i ch

are n om i n a l ly f rac t i o n a l pa r t s o f a dol l a r bu t a r e s tamped wi th a tae l va lue ,
t h e 10—c en t p i e c e , for i n s t an c e , b e i ng s tamp ed a s candareens. Th e ra t i o

w h i c h t h e se c o i n s b ea r to t h e do l l a r va r i e s con s i d e rab ly . At t im e s t e n 10

cen t p i e c e s a n d fou r lO- ca s-h p i e c e s
,
or 1 14 c en t s

,
may b e ob ta i n e d from a

mon ey ch ange r for a M ex i can or Ch i n e s e d ol l a r
,
wh i l e a t o th e r t ime s on ly t e n

10- c e n t p i e c e s a re g iv en i n exc h ange . I n r e c en t yea r s t h e p rov i n c i a l m i n t s i n
Ch i n a h ave b e e n perem it ted t o i s su e s i lv e r an d copp e r sub s i d i a ry c o i n age fo r
purpo s e s o f r ev en u e

,
a n d t h i s ha s led t o an en ormou s ov e r i s su e an d con s e quen t

d ep re c i a t i on i n th e va l u e of th e s e co i n s .

I n January
,
19 14

,
a n ew r egul a t i o n w en t i n t o effe c t by wh i c h i t i s h ope d

tha t s ome measu r e of r e fo rm i n t h e cu r r e n cy of Ch i n a may b e e ffe c t e d . Unde r
th i s r egu la t i on th e r i gh t of mi n t i ng an d i s su an c e o f n at i on al cu r re n cy i s con

fi n ed to t h e c en t ra l Gove rnmen t . P rov i s i on i s mad e for fou r k i n d s of s i l v e r

c o i n s
,
t h e yuan or dol l a r

,
th e I

/ z
'

-yuan
,
20- c e n t p i e c e s , and lO- c e n t p i e c e s ; on e

k i n d of n i ck e l c o i n , t h e 5—cen t p i e c e ; an d five k i n d s of copp e r c oms
,
t h e 2 - c e n t

p i e c e
,
t h e l - cen t p i e c e

,
a n d o n e ha l f , one quar t e r a n d one s i xt h of a c en t

p i e c e s . I n o rd e r to fa c i l i t a t e t h e ca r ry i n g ou t of t h e p rov i s i on s of th e ac t , th e

Gove rnmen t i s m e l t i n g up a l l t h e do l l a r s fo rme r ly i n c i r cu l at i o n t h a t a re re

c eiv ed i n payme n t of t ax e s a n d r ep la c i n g th em wi th t h e n ew s tan d ard d ol l a r s ,
wh i ch ar e mad e l egal t end e r th rough ou t t h e c oun t ry . Every effor t i s b e i ng

mad e
,
t h rough th e l a rge Ch i n e s e bank s and gove rnmen ta l suppo r t

,
to g i v e t o



7 B fiel d's fi nmismatir J ilinnthig

t h e n ew co i n s a fix e d an d u n i fo rm va lu e i n a l l pa r t s o f C h i n a
,
a n d i t i s ex

pec t ed t h a t t h ey w i l l g ra dua l l y r e p la c e th e n um e rou s k i n d s o f monew n ow i n

c i r cu l a t i o n t h a t ad d to th e c on fu s e d a n d ch ao t i c s t a t e o f t h e c ou n t ry
’
s cu r

re n ey .

Paper Money in Cir culation .

Pap e r mon ey h a s b e e n i s su e d f r om t im e t o t i m e by th e c e n t ra l or p r ov i n
cial gov e rnmen t s an d by p r iv a t e i n d i v i du a l s a n d b ank s . Fo rm e r l y t h e r e wa s
l i t t l e r e s t r i c t i o n on t h e amoun t t h a t c ou l d b e i s s u e d , an d th e l a rg e quan t i t y o f
n o t e s i n c i r cu l a t i o n t h a t i n fi n an c i a l c r i s e s t h e b ank s f r e qu en t l y c ou l d n o t r e
d e em ha s cau s e d t h em t o d ep r e c i a t e i n va l u e o r t o b e com e p ra c t i c a l l y wor t h

l e s s . At p r e s e n t , n o t e s a r e i s s u e d b y t h e fo re ign an d C h i n e s e b an k s on ly i n
t h e l o ca l cu r r en cy o f t h e p l a c e s i n wh i c h t h ey a r e s i t ua t e d

,
t h e i s s u e s b e i ng

r e s t r i c t e d by t h e i r own re gu l a t i on s . Th e s e n o t e s
,
wh i c h a r e i n do l l a r s

,
ar e r e

d e eme d by th e bank s at t h e i r fac e va l u e ; bu t a n o t e fo r , s ay , 5 d o l l a r s , i s s u e d
b y a b ank a t Sh angha i i s s l i gh t l y d i s c ou n t e d b y th e b ran c h o f t h e b an k a t
T i e n t s i n , Hankow, o r any o th e r c i ty wh e n p r e s e n t e d fo r r e d em p t i on .

—Fr om Sp e c i a l Age n t s S e r i e s
,
U . S . Depar tme n t o f Comme rc e .

Proof Coin s
They A re A lways S t ru ck Fr om N ew and Specia l ly P repared Dies.

Pr oo f c o i n s h av e b e e n s t ru ck a t t h e Ph i l a d e l p h i a m i n t f o r many ye ar s
,

bu t a t no o th e r mi n t , to b e s o l d t o c o l l e c t o r s . A p r em ium of ab ou t 10p e r c e n t
i s c h a rge d wh e n a l o t i n c lu d e s c o i n s o f a l l d e n om i n a t i on s

.
Fo r m i n o r p r oo f

s e t s , h owev e r , wh en o rd e r e d s ep a ra t e l y , a l i t t l e mo r e t h a n d oub l e t h e fac e
valu e i s ch a rge d .

Th e c o i n s a r e s t ru ck f r om n ew an d sp e c i a l l y p r ep ar e d d i e s o n p l a n ch e t s
p r ev i ou s l y bu r n i s h e d , a h an d p r e s s i n s t e a d o f t h e r egu l a r s t e am p r e s s b e i n g
u s e d . W h e n t h e r e i s a smoo th fi e l d a rou n d th e ra i s e d p o r t i o n o f a c o i n t h e
bu r n i s h i n g g iv e s t h e su r fa c e a l a s t i n g b r i l l i a n cy t ha t i s v e ry a t t r a c t i v e

.

Ou r s i l v e r c o i n s s t i l l h av e su c h a fi e l d
,
bu t th e go l d c o i n s

,
p ar t i cu l a r l y t h e

$5 an d p i e c e s , an d t h e m i n o r c o i n s n o l onge r p r e s e n t t h i s d e s i ra b l e
fe a tu r e . I n fac t , ou t s i d e o f th e l i n e s b e i n g a l i t t l e fi n e r

,
p ro o fs o f t h e s e c o i n s

d i ff e r l i t t l e i n app e a ra n c e f r om p i e c e s s t ru ck fo r r egu l a r c i r cu l a t i o n
.

Th e i n cu s e d i n s c r i p t i on s o n t h e go l d c o i n s do n o t h a rmon i z e w i t h th e fi e l d
a s d i d th e o l d r a i s e d i n s c r ip t i o n s , wh i l e o n th e m i n o r c o i n s t h e fi e l d i s n o t

smooth , a n d t h e n i cke l h a s r e a l l y no fi e l d
,
a n exc e s s o f l e t t e r i n g d i sfi

g
ur in g

wha t i s not mon op o l i z e d by t h e I n d i a n h ea d a n d th e buffal o .
Th e $20a n d $ 10

p i e c e s p r e s e n t a r t i s t i c d e s i gn s , bu t p ro o fs o f t h e s e c o i n s a r e fa r fr om b e i n g a s
a t t ra c t i v e a s w e r e t h o s e of t h e o l d d e s i g n s

.
Pit tsburg h P ress

Quain t Coi n s
Amo n g th e s t ran ge s t c o i n s i n t h e w or l d a r e t h o s e u s e d i n c e r t a i n ou t -of

th e—way town s an d v i l l ag e s i n Sou t hw e s t A l g e r i a , on t h e w e s t c oa s t o f A f r i c a ,
a n d ca l l e d m a n i l a s . I n s h ap e th ey r e s emb l e a h o r s e sh o e

,
wi t h th e tw o e x

t rem it ies f l a t t e d ou t l i k e a c am e l
’

s fo o t . B e i n g mad e o f s o l i d c o pp e r
,
t h r e e

e igh th s i n c h th i ck , th ey we i gh ov e r e i g h t ou n c e s e a ch .
I n “ fa c e va lue” s e v e n

o f t h e se que e r c o i n s are ab ou t e qu i va l e n t t o a qua r t e r
,
s o t h a t a d ol l a r’s w or th

wou ld be a n u n c om fo r t ab l y h e avy l oad .
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i t y on co i n s
,
bu t t h a t t h ey ( th e fam i l y ) d i d not k n ow th e val u e o f t h e c o l l e e

t i on
.
Th e f r am e an d i t s c on t e n t s w e r e known t o b e fo r s a l e , a n d i t mu s t h av e

b e e n s e e n a n d e xam i n e d by s ome on e i n t e r e s t e d i n num i smat i c s . F i n a l l y, a l ong
came th e r i gh t ma n an d h e a sk e d a s t o t h e g enuinesess o f a l l t h e c o i n s . Th e
s p oke sman fo r t h e h ou s e sa i d s h e d i d n o t kn ow a s to t h a t , bu t sup p o s e d th ey
we r e

.
Th e p ro sp e c t i v e pu r ch a s e r mad e a fi at Offe r o f $ 100 a s i t wa s . I h ap

p en ed t o ca l l a t t h e h om e of t h e pu r ch a s e r a s h e wa s r em ov i ng t h e l a s t t a ck s
f rom th e b oa rd a n d b egan to exam i n e a f ew o f t h e p i e c e s of h i s s u pp o s e d
“fi n d . Th e fi r s t one I p i ck e d u p wa s a n 1847 h al f c e n t w i t h a n i t a l i c

F rom tha t I we n t to a N ew J e r s ey co l on i a l w i t h t h e h or s e
’
s h e a d fa cing t h e

l e f t . The h e ad h ad b e e n r emove d i n s om e mys t e r i ou s man n e r k n own on ly to

t h e c o i n ma n icu r e an d p l a c ed i n r ev e r s e d p o s i t i on i n t h e fi e l d
,
e t ch e d smoo th

on on e of t h e c ommon va r i e t i e s . H ow t h i s t u rn i n g p ro c e s s w a s e ve r a e com

p lished an d s t i l l s h owe d t h e h e a d i n r e l i e f i s e n i gma t i c a l , an d on ly t h e l ong
dep a r t ed Sm i t h cou l d exp l a i n i t . Th en c am e a l ib e r ty ca p , 1793, made f rom a
1794

,
wh i ch mu s t hav e b e e n c ompa ra t i v e l y ea sy to t h e c o i n do c t o r . A fine l y

a l t e r e d c en t t o 1799 wa s n ex t b r ough t to l igh t t ha t h a s a l s o b e e n a s ou r c e o f
mys t e ry

,
ina smuc h a s i t h a s b e e n p l a c e d b e s i d e s hun d r e d s of c o i n s i n t h e en

d eav or t o d i s c ov e r th e da t e a n d v a r i e ty o f th e c e n t o r i gi n a l l y . So f a r a l l t e s t s

h av e fa i l e d
,
bu t t h e b a d company i t h a d c h o s e n p re c l u d e d a ny p o s s ib i l i t y o f i t s

b e i ng a var i e ty un i qu e . Th e r ev e r s e s o f m any s ca r c e p i e c e s w e r e u n c i r cu l a t ed

an d i n sh a rp c on t ra s t t o th e obv e r s e s wh i c h h a d s t oo d ma ny a h a r d r ubb i n g
f rom a n on e t oo s o f t du s t c l o t h du r i ng t h e m any y e a r s t h e c ol l e c t i o n h a d
grac e d th a t wa l l . I n s pit e o f th e s e c l a s s i c a l c ou n t e r f e i t s t h o s e th a t w e re ge n u
i n e we r e we l l wo r t h t h e p r ic e pa i d for t h e c o l l e c t i o n

,
wh i c h fu r n i s h e d amu s e

men t a s w e l l a s amazemen t t o t h o s e wh o s aw i t . Th e w or l d h a s fu rn i s h e d in
nume rab l e Mys t e r i ou s .Sm i th s

,
but n on e mo r e s o t h a n th i s c o i n “ camou

fl ag uer f
’

Aprop o s o f t h e p re c ed i n g pa rag ra ph , s om eb ody mu s t h av e s l i p p e d ov e r
fi c t i t i ou s r a r i t i e s v e ry f r e qu en t ly i n t h e e a r l y d ay s o f c ol l e c t i ng . N ow

,
h ow

ev e r , t h e r e a r e s o many ways t o t e s t th e ge nu i n en e s s o f c o i n s , a n d su c h s a fe
gua r d s t o c h e ck th e i r c i r cu l a t i o n b y r e pu tab l e d ea l e r s

,
t h a t s e l d om d o e s on e

ge t b y anyb ody wi t h h a l f a k n ow l edge of t h e subj e c t . Th e maj o r i t y o f c o i n s
t ha t w e r e ra r e fi f ty ye a r s ago a r e n at u ra l l y ra r e t od ay an d on e wou l d j udge
th ey ough t to b e mu ch ra re r . I t i s not v e ry l ong ago t h a t I saw a ca t a l ogu e
of r e ta i l p r i c e s for ear l y U n i t e d S t a t e s i s sue s . I t wa s p r i n t ed i n 1860, i n th e
fo rm o f a l ong , na r r ow h an db i l l . I n th i s l i st t h e 1799 c e n t wa s qu o t e d a t $50
fo r on e i n fi n e c on d i t i on ! Th e diff e r e n c e i n p r e s en t p r i c e s fo r t h a t p a r t ic u la r
c o i n s s h ows l e s s ch ang e th an on e wou l d n a tu ra l l y su p p o s e

,
c o n s i d e r i ng t h e

i n c r ea s e d dem an d c rea t e d by the gre a t i n c r e a s e i n t h e n umb e r of c ol l e c t o r s .
So the t empta t i on mu s t h av e b e e n s t ron g wi t h s om e wh o w e r e ad e p t w i t h an
e n grav i n g t oo l t o e n gage i n t h i s w o rk . Nor wa s i t a lways d on e w i t h a v i ew to

p rofi t , fo r i n one c ol l e c t i o n t h a t I viewe d I f ou n d an u n c i r cu l a t e d 18 13 c e n t
tl tered to an 18 15 ! Th i n k of th a t p i e c e of v an d a l i sm ! An d an o t h e r in s t anc e
of the

“

hai r - c omb i n g p ro c e s s b e i n g i n fl i c t e d 011 a 1796 c e n t t h a t wou l d h av e

gra d e d ex t r eme l y fin e . I n an o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n o f c o n s i d e r ab l e m e r i t
,
r e c e n t l y I

s aw a s pu r i ou s 1799 . The gen t l eman i n fo rm e d me i t wa s a 1799 ov e r ’
98 . I t

wa s th a t a l l r i gh t . B ut i t w i l l h av e t o b e s om eon e e l s e who e n l i gh t e n s h im a s
to wha t ki n d of a 1798 c en t i t wa s ov e r .
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W ha t W e M ean N ow by th e Te rm
,
a n d W h a t O ur Forefa th e r s M ea n t—The

S t o ry of th e
“
Con t i n en ta l s —Th e Argumen t s Advanc e d

.

Noth i n g ha s b e e n more band i ed about i n s tock ma rke t c i rc l e s i n th e la s t

few we ek s t ha n th e word i n fl a t i o n . Th e ta l k has l a t e ly b e e n p re c i p i ta t ed by

t h e s omewhat l oo s e d i s cus s i on of th e W ar Fi n a n c e Corpora t i o n b i ll . Cra n k s
have w r i t t e n to n ews pap e r s u rg i n g sh or t a n d ea sy m e thod s of payi n g for th e

war . Ac tua l fia t pap e r mo n ey i s a fa r c ry from wha t a n ybody now
,
save t he s e

l as t -me n t i o n ed pe op l e , has i n mind . S t i l l
,
w h e n suc h t a l k i s b e i n g rev ive d .

i t

i s i n t e r e s t i n g to re ca l l a fo rme r war fi n an ce d a lmos t w ho l ly by tha t met hod .

Ou r for e fa t h e r s , du r i n g t h e Revol u t i on , were impe l l e d to r e so r t to pape r

mon ey by sp e c i a l c i r cums tan c e s . n o p owe r to tax
,
Congre s s fe l t u n ab l e

to mak e l oan s ; i t b e l i ev ed th e i s su e of pap e r mo n ey t o b e t h e
.

o n l y pa'th l e ft

op en . A n d one de l ega t e i n Congre s s a sk ed
,
w i t h u n s p eakab l e s co rn

,
why he

s h ou l d vo t e to t ax th e p eop l e
,
whe n a Ph i l ad e lp h i a p r i n t i ng- p re s s c ou l d tu rn

out m on ey by t h e bu s h e l .
Aft e r s ome Oppo s i t i on an d con fu s i on

,
Congre s s

,
i n Jun e

,
1775 , au th or i z e d

a n i s su e o f i n
“
Con t i n e n t a l cu r r e ncy, i n d e n omi na t i on s o f $ 1 to $8

an d of $20. Frank l i n u rged tha t t h ey b ea r i n t e re s t
,
bu t t h i s wa s reje c t ed .

I n
Ju ly a s e c on d i s su e of was au th or i z ed . Th e b i l l s w e re to b e sunk

by t axe s i n fou r su c c e s s iv e yea r s , b egi n n i n g 1779, t h e t axe s to b e l ev i e d a n d
c o l l e c t e d b y t h e S ta t e s i n p ropor t i on to t h e i r p opu l a t i on . I n Novemb e r a

fu r t h e r i s su e o f wa s v ot e d .

Th e b i l l s we r e not made l egal t e n d e r . Congre s s ha d n o powe r to mak e
th em so. B u t i n 1776 dep r ec i a t i o n s e t i n

,
a n d Congre s s r e c ommended

,
i n Janu

a ry
,
1777 , th a t t h e s eve ra l S ta t e s mak e s t h em l egal - t e n d e r, wh i c h one by one

th ey d i d .

I n 1776 Congre s s au t h o r i z e d th e i s su e o f i n 1777
,

more ; maki n g th e t ota l so f ar Th e S ta t e s had i s su e d i n th e same
p e r i od ab ou t Commi t t e e s w e r e fo rmed to at t e n d to di s cr im i n a to r s
aga i n s t p ap e r mon ey . Th ey were d e c l ar e d e n em i e s . Par t of t h e i r goods we re

s e i z e d . Near ly eve ry one re can t e d an d p romi s ed ame n dmen '

t . Ye t th e num

be r of off en de r s i n c re a s e d con t i n ual ly .

I n 1778 came fu r t h e r i s su e s o f A t th e e n d of t h e yea r t h e

ra t i o t o c o i n
,
a s offi c i al l y fix ed by Congre s s

,
was 100 to Actua l l y t h e

ra t i n g by Congr e s s wa s too favorab l e to t h e pap e r cu rr en cy . I n 1779 t h e

i s su e exc e ede d t hu s mak i n g a t o ta l of ove r a l th ough

a l im i t o f h ad b e e n r e so lv e d up on . Coun te r fe i t i ng had run ram

pan t . I n 1779 t h e o ffi c i a l "

ra t i n g t o co i n was ab ou t 100 to
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M e anwh i l e
,
a l l gov e rnmen t a l an d mob t h r e a t s a n d pu n i s hm en t s h av i ng

fa i l e d t o s t op d ep r e c i a t i on
,
p r i c e - fi x ing h a d b e e n t r i e d . Fo r imp o r t e d good s

r e ta i l e r s w e r e not to c ha rge m o r e t h an 20p e r c e n t a dvan c e . I t w a s e n a c t e d i n
Rh od e I s l an d th a t bu i l d i ng s c o n t a i n i n g any good s n e e d e d by t h e c ommun i ty
a n d w i t h h e l d m igh t b e b rok e n op e n an d t h e c on t e n t s s o l d a t s ta t u t o ry p r i c e s .

When t h e p r i c e s fa i l e d o f t h e i r ob j e c t
,
n ew p r i c e s w e r e fi x ed— f ou r fo l d t h e

p r i c e s of 1774
,
t h e n e i gh t fol d

,
t e n fo l d

,
twe n ty - f o l d . Te r r or i sm was app l i e d t o

en fo r c e d e c r e e s . Coun t ry fo lk s a c cu s e d town fol k s o f e x t o r t i o n . Th ey th r e a t
e n e d

‘

t o c om e . i n an d t ak e wha t th ey wan t e d by f o r c e . Town fo l k s a c cu s e d

c ou n t ry fo lk s o f w i t h‘h o l d i n g th e i r p r o du c e . I n O ct ob e r
,
1779

,
B o s t on wa s on

t h e v e rge o f s t a rva t i on ; money t ran s a c t i on s h a d n e a r l y c e a s e d
,
a n d b u s i n e s s

wa s don e by ba r t e r .
I n May

,
1779

,
two r eg im en t s of Con n e c t i cu t t r o op s r e v ol t e d on a c c ou n t o f

t h e i r b ad pay . Al t hough i t h a d b e e n tw i c e ra i s ed b y C ongr e s s
,
a s o l d i e r’s p ay

h ad d rop p e d by d ep rec i a t i o n f rom $7 a mon th t o 33 c e n t s . W a s h i ng t on c ou l d
n o t mov e h i s s o l d i e r s t o Y ork t own t i l l Rob e r t M or r i s ha d b o r rowe d h ar d
mon ey from Roch amb eau fo r th e i r b a ck pay .

I n Mar ch , 1780, Con gre s s t r i e d t h e exp e d i e n t o f n ew b i l l s , i n t o wh i c h t h e
ol d b i l l s we r e c onve r t i b l e a t 40

“

to 1 ( t h ough t h e i r a c tu al d e p re c i a t i o n wa s 60
to D e p r e c i a t i o n wen t on mor e rap i d l y th a n b e fo r e . Th e n ew b i l l s s t a r t e d

a t a d e p re c i a t i o n o f 2 to 1
,
b e c am e 3 t o 1 b e fo r e t h ey r e a ch e d t h e a rmy

,
an d

d rop p ed to 6 f o r l i n a f ew mon th s . Th e o l d b i l l s w e n t a t a ga l l op i n g pa c e

d own to 500 t o l i n Ph i l ad e l ph i a
, C i r cu l a t e d fu r i ou s l y fo r a wh i l e

,
an d t h e n

c ea s e d a l t oge th e r .

Some p r i c e s are n o t w i th ou t i n t e r e s t . I n O c t ob e r
,
1780

,
I n d i a n c o rn s o l d

wh ol e sa l e i n B o s t o n for $ 150 a bu s h e l , b u t t e r was $ 12 a p ou n d , t e a $90, s uga r

$ 10, b e e f $8 , c off e e $ 12 , an d a b a r r e l o f f l ou r c o s t Sainuels Adam s p a i d
for a h a t an d su i t o f c l o th e s .

“No t wor th a Con t i n e n t a l b e c am e t h e

s t ron ge s t p os s i b l e e xp re s s i o n of con t emp t . A ba rb e r i n Ph i l a d e l ph i a p a p e r e d

h i s shop wi t h b i l l s .

I n M ay , 178 1, Congre s s r e c ommend e d t h a t t h e S ta t e s r e p e a l t h e i r l e ga l
t e n de r l aw s . Th ey d i d so

, and ad op te d tab l e s s h ow i n g how much t h e m on ey

was wo r th i n s p e c i e a t va r i ou s t i m e s a n d how d i s pu t e d ac c oun t s s h ou l d b e
s e t t l e d . Th e tab l e s w e r e n o t o r i ou s l y i n c o r r e c t . Th e on e r e c omm end e d by

Congre s s p la c e d th e cu r r e n cy a t pa r i n S e p t emb e r
,
1777

, wh e re a s i t w a s wo r th
at tha t t im e on l y 33 c e n t s on t h e dol l a r . F i n a l ly

,
i n Augu s t

.
1790

,
Con g r e s s

p rov i d ed for fu n d i ng th e b i l l s i n 6 per c e n t b on d s a t th e ra t e o f one hund r e d
dol l a r s i n t h e s a i d b i l l s for o n e d ol l a r i n s p e c i e .

” On ly was t u rn e d

i n un de r t h i s p rov i s i on .

F ra n k l i n w r ot e i n 1779 : Th e ex t ravagan t l uxu ry o f our c ou n t ry i n the

mid s t of a l l i t s d i s t r e s s e s i s to me amaz ing .

” An o th e r w r i t e r say s : Eve ry

fo rm o f w a s t e fu l n e s s a n d e x t rava g a n c e p r eva i l e d i n t own an d c ou n t ry , no

wh e r e mo r e t h an i n Ph i l ad e lph i a u n d e r the v e ry eye s o f Con gre ss— l u xu ry o f
d r e s s , luxu ry o f e qu ipag e , luxu ry of the t ab l e . Th e r ea son wa s th a t th e

m on ey was de p re c iat i n g all th e t im e : h e who
‘h e l d i t l on g e s t was t ax e d t h e

mos t ; t h e r e fo r e i t pa i d to ex change i t for g ood s qu i ck l y . l\'lo reov er ,
i f a ma n

owed i n gold va lu e an d was e n ab l e d t o p ay i t w i t h $ 100, he had $900
d i s p o s ab l e fo r o t h e r pu rp o s e s

.

N . Y . E ve n i n g Pos t .
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TH E QUESTION BOX

TYP E S OF U . S . QUARTER AN D HALF-DOLLARS .

A Pen n a . s ub s c r i b e r w r i t e s :
“W i l l you k i n dly adv i s e me th e yea r s co i n

age of th e s ev e n typ e s of t h e quar t e r, a n d th e e igh t typ e s of t h e hal f- do l l a r

re fe r re d to i n you r p r i c e l i s t N o . 15
, b egan , an d t h e yea r d i s c on t i nu ed .

Quar t e r D o l l ar s . Hal f Do l l a r s .
B egan . End ed . B egan . End ed .

1796 O n ly yea r 1794 1795

1804 1807 1796 1797

18 15 1828 1801 1807

183 1 1838 1807 1836

1838 189 1 1836 1839

1892 19 16 1838 189 1

19 16 1892 19 15

19 16

9th
:

1892
'

1893

Columbus W orl d
'

s Fa i r .

8 th .
1893 I sab el l a 10th . 19 15 O n ly yea r

\Vor ld
'

s Fa i r . On ly yea r . Panama -Pacific Expo s i t i on .

Th i s i n c lu de s th e Spe c i a l
,
a s wel l a s t h e regu la r c o i nage .

1802 HALF-D IME . 1796 HALF-CE N T .

From Ca l i fo rn i a come s th i s qu e s t i on : W h i ch i s th e rare s t c oi n , t h e 1802

ha l f—c e n t ?
"

Ac cord i ng to U . S . M i n t r epo rt s , t h e r e w e r e p i e ce s of the 1802 hal f

d im e c oi n e d
,
a n d of th e 1796 hal f- c e n t p i e c e s . Thi s , how ev e r , i s no t

c o r r e c t a s to t h e 1796 h a l f—c e n t
,
as t h e 1795 i s su e i s on ly gi ve n a s p i e c e s ,

a n d th ey a re ve ry c ommon wh e n c ompar e d to t h e 1796.

Th e re i s an old s aying t ha t
“figu r e s c

'

a n n o t l i e .

"

Thi s may b e t ru e i n

many ca s e s
. bu t the figu re s g i ve n i n t h e M i n t r epo rt , a s fa r a s th ey app ly to

th e numb e r i s su ed dur i n g th e ea r l i e r ye a r s of th e M i n t , of t h e 1796 hal f—c e n t ,
a nd th e 1799 c en t , a re d e c e i t fu l— t h e y gi ve a w ron g imp re s s i on . Th e re i s no

doub t wha t eve r t hat b y fa r th e grea t e r maj or i ty of ha l f c en t s i s su e d du r i ng

1796 wer e ac tual l y s t ruck du r i n g 1795 , a n d bor e t h a t ( la t e .

Th e 1802 ha l f—d ime i s ce r ta i n l y ra re r tha n th e 1796 h al f- c e n t .

Late Cop ies
I f you r c opy o f th e NUM I SMAT I C MONTHLY fa i l s to r each you on

t im efi between t h e th i r d and fi ft h of t h e mon th— pl ea s e b e a l i t t l e pa t i en t be

fo re w r i t i n g us of th e d e lay . Th e magaz i n e i s u sual l y mai l e d ou t on t ime , th e

fi r s t of t h e mon th , bu t j us t now w e al l kn ow of th e d e lay i n a l l t ra n spo r ta
t i o n

.

an d i t h a s b ee n our e xp e r i e n c e th a t ev en fi r st - c l a s s mai l ma t t e r i s d e

l ayed an d s e c on d an d t h i r d - c l a s s mat t e r a r e o ft e n d e l aye d i n t ran s i t doub l e

fo rme r t im e .
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Rocheste r Num i smat ic A s soc iat ion
H ot e l Ro ch e s t e r

,
Tu e s day

,
Ap r i l 2

,
19 18 .

Th e l 43d mee t i n g o f t h e Ro ch e s t e r N um i sma t i c A s s o c i a t i o n wa s ca l l e d t o
ord e r by t h e p r e s i d e n t

,
M r . H . H . Yawg er , t h e fo l l ow i ng m emb e r s b e i ng

p r e s e n t : M e s s r s . Yawg er , W . H . Amb e rg, Savage , Cran da l l , B or radaile,
Gi l

l e t t e
,
Plumb

,
Maunov ry ,

L . G . Amb e rg
,
D r . Y oun g, Loizeau,

Koeb ,
D r . T i l l o t

son
,
\Wool s e y, Horn e r , B au e r , D r . Han d l e r , Woodbu ry , B u r l i ng , H i ck s .
Pub l i c a t i on s r e c e iv ed : I l l u s t ra t e d b ook l e t on t h e c o i n s a n d m eda l s o f

Lu th e r a n d Th e R e fo rma t i on
,
f r om M r . Mor i t z Worm s e r

,
t h e au t h o r .

Memb e r s w e r e gl a d to we l c om e our v i c e -p r e s i d e n t , D r . S . H and l e r
,
who

h ad b e e n i l l f o r s ev e ra l mon th s .

Exh ib i t s we r e a s fo l l ows :

By M r . Gi l l e t t e : Th e fol l owi n g me da l s a n d c o i n s : Medal s— N a c h Pa r i s
m ed a l su pp o s e d to b e cap tu r e d fr om t h e G e rm an s wh i l e up on th e a t t emp t e d
d r i v e to Pa r i s i n 19 14; two va r i e t i e s of Fu l t o n—Hud s on m ed al ; two va r i et i e s
o f t h e G ran t m e da l ; l a rge me da l w i t h b a t t l e s h i p M a i n e on wh i c h i s s t ru ck on
m e ta l

,

“Fr om th e M a i n e” ; l a rg e Samu e l Mendolshon meda l . Co i n s a s fo l l ow s

S i lv e r D e na r i u s o f Ve spa s i a n w i t h J ud e a Cap t a
'

on t h e r ev e r s e ; two fi n e D enarn

of Saloninus, a l s o s ev e ra l fi n e s p e c im en s o f t h e Th i r d B r o n z e o f t h e B yzan
tin e Empe ro r s

,
L eo V .

,
an d N icepherus.

By M r . Savage : Te n d ol l a r go l d p i e c e
,
1795 , v e ry fi n e ; gol d d o l l a r , 1862 ,

un c i r cu la t ed ; Ca l i f o rn i a qua r t e r do l l a r , p roo f c o nd i t i on , 1876; s i l v e r d o l l a r ,

1795
,
wi th h ea d of 1794.

B q M r . M aunov ry : Fo l l ow i n g c e n t s i n fi n e c o n d i t i o n : 1793 Ch a i n

Cro sby, 3 S ; 1793 Cha i n Cro s by , 1 C ; 1793, l e t t e r e d e dge , 1 1 J ; 1793 Cha i n
Ame r i , 1794, Hays N os. 2 , 3 , 7 , 1 1 , 15 , 17 , 26, 33 , 39, 43, 54, 56.

M e e t i n g adj ou r n e d t o Ap r i l 16t h
,
19 18 .

W . H . AM B ERG
,
S ec r e t a ry .

Sp ring f ie l d Coin C lu b
Th e 64th mee t i n g of t h e Sp r i n gfi e l d Co i n Club was h e l d i n t h e ro om s of

t h e Sp r ingfi e l d Chamb e r o f Comme r c e o n Wed n e s d ay
,
Ap r i l l0th ,

19 18 .
wi t h

P r e s i d e n t F ra z i e r i n t h e ch a i r . M emb e r s p r e s e n t M e s s r s
.
D rown e

,

Mors e , G . M . Morr i s
,
Fu l l e r , F raz i e r a n d A . W . Morr i s . Th e sma l l a t t e n d

an c e wa s o c ca s i on e d b y a numb e r of t h e m emb e r s b e i n g on the Li b e r t y B ond

d r i v es.

Th e m i nu t e s o f th e two p r ev i ou s m e e t i n gs w e r e re ad an d app rov ed w i th

a s l i g h t c o r r e c t i o n . ju l i e n A . W h i pp l e o f 48 P e a r l S t r e e t wa s t h e n r egu l a r ly
e l e c t e d a m emb e r . A ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g exh ib i t wa s 't‘h e n mad e b y our f e l l ow

memb e r , M r . Luman -S . D rown e of Nort h amp t on . M r . Drown e b e i ng t h e old
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e s t c o l l e c t o r i n our cl u b an d h is exh i b i t i on h av i n g b e e n made ove r a pe r i od
of v ears a n d t h e way a r ea l c o l l e c t o r s hou l d co l l e c t , was of pa r t i cular i n t e re s t
to t h e you n g e r g e n e ra t i o n of c ol l e c t o r s . H i s exh i b i t c on s i s t e d most ly of

c e n t s an d th e i r va r i e t i e s a nd v a r i ou s t ok en s a n d Col on i a l c o i n s
,
a n d M r

.

D row n e mad e s ome ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g remark s rega rd i n g th e c ol l e c t i o n al on g
t h e l i n e s of rem iniscenc ing . A r i s i ng vo t e of th anks wa s g i ve n M r . D rown e
a ft e r t h e exh i b i t i o n wa s ov e r .

Th e s e c r e ta ry ext en d e d a n i nv i ta t i o n to mee t a t h i s hou s e on M ay 8 th .

Upon mot i o n
,
th e mee t i n g adj ou rn ed .

A . W . MORRI S , Se c re ta ry .

N ew York Num ismat ic C lu b
Th e regu la r me e t i n g of th e N ew York Numi smat i c Cl ub wa s h e l d a t th e

Pa rk Av enu e H ot e l F r i d ay ev e n i n g
,
M arch 8

,
19 18

,
wi th th e p r e s i d en t

,
D r

.
D

.

W . Val e n t i n e , p re s i d i n g . Th e fo l l ow i n g memb e rs we re p r e s e n t : M e s s r s .
B oyd , B e l d e n , El d e r , Frey, Hea ton , Koh l e r, Re i l ly , Smi th , P roskey, Swan son ,
Val e n t i n e

, \Vood ,
W orms e r

, Wyman .

Th e m inut e s of t h e p re c ed i n g mee t i n g we re app rov ed a s rea d .

Al l Ame r i ca n memb e rs exc ep t two h ad pa i d th e i r du e s for 19 18 .

Th e S e c re ta ry re c e i ve d a c opy of Meh l
’

s M on th ly an d M r . Hea to n ’s Nu t
s h e l l . Th e Se c re ta ry wa s a sk ed to drop tho s e memb e rs wh o s t i l l owed th e i r

due s .

Execu t i v e Commi t t e e : Th e t op i c an nou n c e d fo r t h e n ex t me e t i ng was
Th e Coi n s , Medal s an d Pape r M on ey o f I re l a nd .

Th e Exe cut i v e Commi t t e e a l s o ru l e d th a t exc ep t i n g r egu la r s peak e rs fo r

th e m ee t i n gs
,
no memb e r woul d b e a l l owe d to sp eak l o n ge r t han five m i nu t e s .

M emb e r s h i p Commi t t e e : Appl i c a t i on s h av e b e en re c e iv e d f rom S i d n ey

P . N oe an d Ar t hu r C . Wyman , of t h i s c i ty . S e con de d by H iowland Wood .

Pu’b l i ca t i on Commi t t e e : W i l l mak e a re p or t a t t h e a n nual me e t i n g .

Medal l i c A r t Comm it t e e : No repo rt .

Vl’elcom ing of gues t s . Mr . Wyman was wel c ome d and ask e d fo r a few

remark s .

Th e subj e c t of t h e ev e n i n g
,
Th e Co i n s of Denmark

,
was n ext i n orde r .

M r . P roskey exh ib i t e d 183 p i e c e s i n s i l v e r, c opp e r an d go l d b e i n g on l y a
pa r t o f h i s p r iva t e co l l e c t i on

,
and not i n c lu d i n g th e D an i s h Col o n i e s o f We s t

o r Ea s t I n di e s . He made r emark s
,
an d s pok e of t h e impor tanc e a n d var i e ty

of t h i s s e r i e s
,
an d r egr e t t e d t h e s l i gh t d emand for Dan i s h c o i n s am ong co l

l e c t o r s . He men t i o n e d smal l s k i l l i ngs fo r I c e la n d , a n d r e fe r r ed t o o th e r im
po r tan t p i e c e s

,
r e fe rr i n g a l s o t h e c oppe r coun t e r fe i t s o f th e 2 an d 8 sk i l l i ng

coins of Ch r i s t i a n V I I . Two i n t e r e s t i n g p i e c e s we r e t h e t h i ck copp e r co i n s

i s s ue d du r i n g th e Ci v i l War i n th e 13t h an d 14t h c e n tu r i e s , b ear i n g an an cho r

an d a c ro s s w i t h two do t s .
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M r . Worms e r m en t i on e d t h e Tha l e r o f 1623 fo r G l u ck s t a d t , o f wh i c h h e
exh i b i t e d two v ar i e t i e s : t h e Ch r i s t i a n V . med a l o n h i s c o ro n a t i on

,
s h owi ng t h e

e l ep h an t ; An d r ea s P e t e r , Coun t o f B e r n s t o rff, 1796, a c rown s i z e d meda l com
m emorating h i s s e rv i c e s ; a m eda l d a t e d 1804 on t h e e r e c t i o n o f a monumen t

t o pa t r i o t s who fe l l i n 1801 ; a n d t h e gu l d e n o f 17 17, i s su e d i n Saxony , i n m em

ory of Ann a Soph i a
,
P r i n c e s s of D enmark ; a l s o a du ca t o n a s i m i l a r ev e n t .

M r . F r ey s h owe d s om e r a r e a n d va l u ab l e go l d c o i n s
,
i n c l u d i n g th o s e o f

e x t ra s i z e
,
i n c l u d i ng th e t r i p l e du c a t o f 1612 o f Ch r i s t i a n I V .

,
w i t h a l a rge

e l eph an t on r ev e r s e ; doub l e du ca t of 1673
,
of Ch r i s t i a n V . ,

wi t h e l e p h an t ;

d oub l e d u ca t o f 1704, o f F r e d e r i ck I V .

,
w i t h a v i ew o f Ch r i s t i an s b o rg

,
i n

Gu i n ea
,
an d s eve r a l c h o i c e du ca t c o i n s ; al s o M r . F r e y exh ib i t e d fo r M r . Bel l e r

a s p l e n d i d c o l l e c t i o n o f l a rge s i l v e r c o i n s da t i ng f r om F r e de r i c k I I I .
,
i n c l u d i n g

s ev e ra l mu l tip l e c rown s .

M r . Ju l i u s Gut tag exh i b i ted a N o rweg i a n pap e r b i l l f o r o n e K ron e , da t e d

M r . Koh l e r mad e r emark s an d exh ib i t e d l a t e c o i n s o f D enma rk of Ch ri s

t i an IX .
, F r e d e r i ck V I I I . , and Ch r i s t i a n X . ; a l s o c ommemo ra t i v e , an n iv e r s a ry

an d mor tua ry co i n s of 2 k r on e r s i z e an d s ev e ra l c o i n s o f S ch l e swig-Ho l s t e i n
an d D e nmark .

D r . Val e n t i n e sp ok e on t h e D an i s h c o i n age s an d m en t i o n e d th e c o i n s o f
Cnu t ,wh o ru l e Engl an d , I r e l a n d a n d D enmark a t t h e s am e t i m e .

H e m e n

t ioned t h e ea r ly Dan i s h s e amen wh o we r e k n own a s p i ra t e s
,
a n d sa i d t h a t t h e

Han s ea t i c Leagu e wa s fou n d e d on a c cou n t of t h e d e p r e da
'

t i o n s o f t h e s e p i ra t e s

of th e m i d d l e age s . H e s pok e o f t h e wi l d m en
,
s h own on Dan i s h c o i n s

.
Mr

Frey h e re exh i b i t e d a c o i n wi t h on ly on e w i l d man on
.

D r . Val en t i n e mad e a n exh ib i t o f a g rou p o f c o i n s a l s o
.

Mr . Ri l ey m oved a v o t e o f t h a nk s t o M r . B e l l e r fo r h i s i n t e r e s t i n g e x
h ibit of 24 Dan i s h s i l ve r c rown s a n d d oub l e c r own s . Th i s v o t e wa s so o rd e r e d .

Th e m e e t i n g th e r eup on adj ou rn e d
.

THOMAS L . ELD ER ,

S e c r e t a ry an d T re a s u r e r .

Ch icag o Num i smat i c Soc iety
The A p r i l m ee t i n g o f B ran c h O n e

,
A . N . A .

,
was h e l d a t t h e H o t e l Sh e r

man , Ch i c ago , Fr i d ay eve n i n g, Ap r i l 12 . Th e fo l l ow i ng we re p re s e n t : Me s s r s .
Ke l l y, J on a s , J os e ph s on , Law l e s s , Le on , B oye r , Wi l s o n , an d D av i s . D r . He n
nan , M r . D cCou

, an d M i s s N aerup we re p r e s e n t a s v i s i t o r s .

Th e exh ib i t s w e r e as fo l l ows :

iy M r . K e l l y : S eve ra l typ e s o f s h e l l m on ey
,
i n c l ud i n g s ome wampum

an d s ome c ow r ie s , and s om e Ha t m on ey f rom th e S t ra i t s S e t t l em e n t s
.
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P r in t ing Do l lar B i l l s
Th e e ngrav i n g of cu r r e n cy i s o n e o f t h e m os t d e l i c a t e a n d i n t e r e s t i ng

mech an i c a l Op e ra t i on s i n t h e wo r l d . Th e p r i n t i n g o f do l l a r b i l l s i s d o n e by
h an d

,
f ou r a t a t im e ; bu t su c h a n a c tu a l p r i n t i ng p r o c e s s i s o n l y a sma l l f ra c

t i o n o f t h e a r t an d l ab o r i nv o l v e d i n “mak i ng mon ey .

” Th e p l a t e u s e d i s t h e
p r odu c t o f mon th s o f c a r e fu l e ng rav i n g by d iff e r e n t w orkmen . N o on e
e ngrav e r cu t s a n e n t i r e p l a t e

,
no r i s t h e pub l i c p e rm i t t e d t o s e e t h e s e m e n a t

wo rk .
Th e a c tu a l p r i n t i n g i s n o t d on e f rom th e p l a t e i t s e l f, wh e n t h a t i s fi n i s h e d ,

bu t f r om dup l i c a t e s mad e b y a m ech an i c a l p r o c e s s . I f you exam i n e a gov e r n
men t b i l l c a r e fu l l y you w i l l n o t i c e a n e t w ork of fi n e l i n e s u p o n i t s s u r fa c e .

Th e s e l i n e s we r e cu t i n t o t h e o r i g i n a l p l a t e by a ge ome t r i c mac h i n e , wh i c h c a n
b e s e t i n t o a mu l t i tu d e o f d i ffe r e n t c omb i n a t i o n s

,
l ik e t h e l o ck o f a s a f e . Ea ch

n ew comb i n a t i on p r odu c e s an a r ra ng eme n t o f t h e l i n e s , s l i gh t l y bu t un

m i s t akab l y d iff e r e n t f r om any o t h e r a r ra ngeme n t
,
a n d t hu s a ff o rd s t h e exp e r t

a u s e fu l t e s t i n d e t e rmi n i n g th e ge nu i n e n e s s o f a b i l l .
Th e p ap e r wh i c h go e s i n t o pa p e r mon ey i s a n o t h e r h igh ly s p e c i a l i z e d

p ro du c t
,
t h e r e su l t o f a ca r e fu l an d i n t r i c a t e p ro c e s s o f ex p e r t ma nu fa c tu r e .

I t i s mad e o f t h e b e s t f l ax
,
t ough an d l o ng—wea r i ng

,
w i t h l i t t l e t h r e a d s o f

c o l o r e d s i lk r o l l e d i n t o t h e b ody o f i t s t ex tu r e a f t e r a c e r t a i n d e fi n i t e s y s t em .

Th e du p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s p ap e r i s a s g r e a t a n ob s t a c l e i n t h e way o f c ou n t e r
feiter s a s i s t h e cu t t i n g o f fa l s e p l a t e s i t s e l f .

Th e bu r eau o f e ngrav i n g an d p r i n t i ng tu rn s ou t a m i l l i o n do l l a r s i n p ap e r
mon ey ev e ry day o f t h e y ea r . To k e e p t r a ck o f t h i s p r o du c t

, one of t h e m o s t

e ffi c i e n t sy s t em s of a c c ou n t i n g o n e a r t h h a s b e e n i n s t a l l e d . A s i t go e s f r om
on e op e ra t i o n t o t h e n ex t , f r om fi r s t t o l a s t e a c h b i l l i s c ou n t e d fi f ty t im e s .

I n fi f t e e n y ea r s o n ly on e b i l l h a s gon e a s t r ay .

Th e n e e d o f a c a r e fu l p ro c e s s o f manu fa c tu r e su c h a s ou r gove r nm en t
ma i n t a i n s s o r ig i d ly i s s h own by th e c o n fu s i o n th a t d i s tu rb s a l l bu s i n e s s i n a
c ou n t ry l ik e M ex i c o wh e r e a h as t i l y i s su e d cu r r e n cy i s e a s i l y an d su c c e s s fu l ly
c ou n t e r f e i t e d .

S tone Money
D i s cu s s i n g u nu su a l d e s c r i p t i o n s o f cu r r e n cy

,
t h e an nu a l bu l l i o n l e t t e r o f

M e s s r s . Samu e l M on tagu an d Co . h a s t h e fo l l ow i n g i n t e r e s t i ng n o t e :
“Th e Car o l i n e I s l a n d s , wh i c h p a s s e d fr om Sp an i s h t o G e rman s ove r e ign ty

a f t e r t h e Sp an i s h -Amer i c a n War by pu r ch a s e
,
a n d n ow i n t o t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f

G rea t B r i t a i n by c ap tu r e , c omp r i s e a n i s l a n d c a l l e d Uap , W h e r e s t o n e mon ey ,
c a l l e d

‘

f e i ,
’

i s u s e d a s t h e m ed ium o f ex c h an ge . I t c o n s i s t s o f larg e.

'

solid ,

thick s t o n e wh e e l s , ran g i ng i n d i am e t e r f rom 1 f oo t t o 12 f e e t
,
h av i n g a c e n t ra l

h o l e t h r ough wh i c h a p o l e c an b e i n s e r t e d
,
s o a s to co n v e r t th e i n e r t ma s s i n t o

‘

cu r r e n cy .

’

Th e va lu e r e p r e s e n t e d by th e s t o n e i n c r ea s e s n a tu ra l l y w i t h i t s

s i z e , an d th e l im e s t on e of wh i ch t h e ’f e i’ i s c omp o s e d mu s t b e o f fi n e wh i t e

gra i n t o b e c on s i d e r e d good d e l i v e ry . Ye t t h e r e s e em s t o b e n o r e a l n e c e s s i ty
fo r d e l i ve ry a t a l l , fo r i t i s q u i t e cu s tomary t o e a rmark t h e m on ey

,
a s i t w e r e

,

a
nd l e av e i t i n i t s o l d p o s i t i o n ou t s i d e t h e fi r s t own e r

’s h u t
,
a n e xc e l l e n t p r o

V i s ion , co n s i d e r i n g t h e bulkiii ess o f th e ma t e r i a l . Th e own e r fo r t h e t im e
b eing -p

o
s s e s s e

d
, meanwh i l e , p owe r t o w i e l d th e i n f l u e n c e wh i c h a t t a c h e d to

th i s V is ib l e d i s p l ay o f w eal th
.
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W ith The Ed itor

The Coi ns of Sweden
A W e s te rn N ew York co r re s pon den t wr i t e s : “ I hav e b e en grea t ly i n t e r

ested i n you r
“W i t h t h e Ed i to r" no te s for s ome t im e bu t am somewha t su r

p r i s e d tha t you h av e n ev e r re cog n iz e d i n t h em t h e b eau ty o f t h e co i n s of

Swed en . You hav e m en t i on e d s ev e ra l t ime s th e B r i t i s h s e r i e s of Jame s I
,

an d Char l e s I
,
al s o th e c oins i s su e d by Mary, Queen of S co t s

,
a nd he r son

t h e s even th Jam e s . Th es e s e r i e s c o n ta i n many fi n e co in s
,
I admi t

, but th ey

can n o t “ h o l d a cand l e
”
to th e Swed i s h go l d an d s i l v e r co i n s of Gus tavu s I I

,

Adolp hu s
,
C hr i s t i n a an d Cha r l e s . Tak e for i n s ta nc e

,
th e 1632 t h a l e r of

Gus t avu s— whe r e wi l l you fi n d a mor e b eau t i fu l co i n ?
W h en i n Bu ffal o s ome t im e ag o, I s aw a co l l e c t i on of Swedis h coi n s th at

made my mou t h wat er
h
and my eye s st i ck out i n su rp r i s e su ch was t h e i r

b eau ty . Th ey b ea t anyt h i n g mad e dur ing th e same pe r i od
,
a n d why not .

Swed en a t t ha t t i me l ed t h e wo r l d i n a r t , as s h e d i d i n wa r , un t i l Pe t e r the

Grea t p rov e d too mu ch for h e r .
”

Th e Swed i s h s e r i e s i s c e r t a i n l y a mag nifi c ient one
,
e s p e c i al ly t h e co i n s

i s su e d du r in g th e p e r i od our c o r r e sp on den t m en t i on s . I t i s not fo r u s to say

wh i ch wa s t h e fi n e s t s e r i e s— B rit a i n o r Sweden . Th e gol d th re e poun d p i e ce
,

an d th e s i l v e r twen ty , an d t en s h i l l i ngs of Cha rle s I , ar e v e ry fin e co i n s .
Cha r l e s

,
b es i d e s b e i n g k i ng o f Eng l an d

,
was al s o ru l e r o f t h e B r it i s h co l on i e s

i n Ame ri ca
,
and t h e S ta t e of Ma ryl an d was n amed a f t e r h i s Queen . Th es e

fa c t s b r i ng h i s c oi n s i n t o c l o s e co n n e c t i o n wi t h ou r coun t ry’s h i s t ory .

The Ame r i c an co l l e c t o r o f t oday wil l gr e a t ly add t o t h e val u e o f h is c o l l e e
t i on i f i t i n c lu d e s in i t s p e c im en s o f b ot h B r i t i s h an d Swed i s h coi n s of th i s

p e r i od .

Despised Th ings (coi ns) Wort h More Than is Supposed
Th e famou s twe l f th - c ent ury Fr e n ch p oe t

, C h re t
‘

ian d e Troye s
,
who i s

kn own ch i e f ly t o s tu de n t s o f A r thu r i a n roman ce , wrot e : Th e ru s t i c
’s p rov e rb

s ays th a t many a t h i ng i s d isp ised t h a t i s wor th much more than i s s uppo s ed .

Th i s i s t ru e of many t h i ngs bu t of n on e more s o th an of many so—cal l e d com

m on c o i n s . Many Eu rop e an co i n s t ha t c ol l e c t o r s ge n e ra l l y d e sp i s e a s common ,
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wi l l b e fou n d t o b e p ra c t i c a l ly u n ob t aina'b l e a f t e r t h e wa r . Th e copp e r a n d
n icke l co i n s o f Con t i n en t a l Eu rop e a r e a l r e ady s c a r c e , an d ar e b e c om i n g
mor e so eve ry day th e wa r c on t i n u e s . E s p e c i all y i s t h i s t ru e o f t h o s e i s s u e d
by t h e C en t ra l p ow e r s

,
an d some of t h e n eu t ra l stautes. Th o s e i n t e r est e d in

th e s e s e r i e s s h ou l d b e a r t h i s fac t i n m i n d . T ho s e n o t i n t e r e s t e d— we l l , a n od
i s a s goo d a s a w i nk t o a b l i n d h o r s e .

The J ackson Tokens
A c o r r e s pon d en t writ e s : I h av e b e e n l ook i ng fo rwa rd t o t h e p ro p o s e d

n ew l i s t of t h e s e t ok en s t h at you m en t i o n e d s om e mon th s ag o. C an you g iv e
m e any i n fo rma t i on wh e n i t w i ll b e p ub l i s h e d . I do hOpe you wi l l s u c c e e d i n

b r e ak i n g th e sh e l l and i n du c e s om e on e to pub l i s h a l is t t h a t w i l l b e w i t h i n
t h e r e ac h o f ev e ryb ody a n d fu rn i s h a re a dy fi n d i ng l i s t . Many o f t h e s e t ok e n s
a r e s o c l o s e ly c on n ect e d w i t h t h e po l i t i c a l h i st ory o f t h o s e t im e s , t h e effe c t

o f wh i ch i s s t i l l f e l t
,
t h a t t h e s tu dy o f t h em hel p s u s t o u n d e r s t a n d th e qu e s

t i o n s of t o- day .

It was a li t t l e b i r d th a t t ol d u s o f t h e p r op o s e d n ew l i s t , b u t it i s not

always s afe t o b e l i ev e e v e ry s ong l i t t l e b i r d s s i ng . Th e wa r h as many t h i ngs
t o an swe r fo r

,
an d th i s i s p rob ab ly on e o f t h em . M eanwh i l e w e wou l d a dv i s e

a l l y oung c ol l e c t o r s to go o n c ol l e c t ing t h i s s e r i e s . When t h e n ew l i s t is
'

pub

lish ed
,
t h e t ok e n s

'

wi l l c e r t a i nly n o t d e c r ea s e i n v alu e .

The Next American Num ismat ic Assoc iat ion Conv ent ion
Set for October 5 - 9 , 1 9 1 8

Ju s t why i t i s n e c e s s a ry t o h o l d t h e A . N . A . Co nv e n t i o n i n O c t ob e r

af t e r va ca t i o n s e a s o n— i s q u i t e a pu zz l e t o u s . Fo r s om e r e a s o n wh i c h we
hav e n ev e r b e e n ab l e t o fa t h om th e r e h a s a lway s b e e n a t e n d e n cy by a few
memb e r s t o h o l d t h e A . N . A . Conve n t i o n i n t h e e a r l y Fa l l r a t h e r t h a n i n t h e
Summer , wh e n p ra c t i ca l l y a l l o t h e r c onv en t i on s a r e h e l d a n d wh i c h w ou l d

a lways a s su r e a fa r mo r e su c c e s s fu l a n d i n t e r e s t e d a t t e n da n c e . Th e Ph i l a t e l i c
A s s o c i a t i o n

,
w i t h a m emb e r s h i p o f m or e t h a n d oub l e t h a t of t h e A . N . A . ,

h a s a lways fou n d i t p l e a s a n t a n d p rofi t ab l e t o h o l d i t s C onv en t i o n i n M ay o r
Ju n e , t h e mo s t a dvan t age ou s t im e wh e n t h e ma j o rity o f m emb e r s c a n i n c l u d e
th e Conve n t i on i n t h e i r an nu a l v ac a t i o n .

Th e on ly ap p ar e n t r e a s on f o r t h e l a t e da t e o f t h e n ex t A . N . A . Con
v ent ion i s t h e a rgum en t advan c e d by a f ew— v e ry f ew— t h a t t h e g en e ra l l y

r e cogn i z e d c o nv e n t i o n s e a s on i s too h o t . I s i t p o s s i b l e t h a t Num i sma t i s t s
a r e e a s i e r ove rh e a t e d th a n Ph i l a t e l i s t s

,
Rotar ians, . Ad Clu b m emb e r s a n d

nume rou s o th e r m emb e r s o f v a r i ou s s oc i e t i e s wh o s e c o nv en t i on s a r e e n j oy
ab ly h e l d du r i ng t h e Summe r ?
We r ea l i z e t h a t t h e r e a r e m en wh o c a n a r range t o a t t e n d t h e Co nv e n t i o n

a t any t ime i t may b e h e l d
,
bu t i t i s ou r u n d e r s t an d i n g t h a t a ge n e ra l r ep re

s cu t a t io n is d e s i r e d a t th e s e C onv en t i o n s an d we b e l i e v e t h a t t h e t im e of t h e

C onve n t ion sh ou l d b e a r ran ge d fo r th e c o nve n i e n c e o f t h e maj o r i ty a n d n o t
fo r t h e co nv en i e n c e o f a few.
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Holi days are Com i ng
The s umme r i s w i th u s now

,
an d ho l i d ays a re ah ead B ut a s fa r a s col

l e c t i n g goe s , t h e c ol l e ct or shou l d k now no h o l i days . Ete rna l v i g i l a n c e i s
th e p r i c e of Li b e r ty . I t c e r ta i nl y i s th e p r i c e of a cho i c e co l l e c t i on . Some

men say . I can n ot b ot h e r abou t c o i n s i n t he summer .” Such men a r e not

r ea l c o l l e c t or s . W h en col l e c t i n g c ea s e s to b e a p l ea su r e and b e comes a

b oth e r , i t i s t im e to giv e up . I f you r co l l e c t i on i s any p l easu r e t o you,
ke ep

up you r i n t e r e s t i n i t . I f your h o l i days tak e you i n to Texas , an d you are

any wh e r e n ea r For t W or th— l ook u s up .

Doub le Number Duri ng Summer
W h e th e r i t i s for c e O f h ab i t or a n e c e s s i ty t o “

do l e s s work du r i n g th e
Summer , we ar e un ab l e t o say, bu t we do know th a t by t ak i ng mat t e r s a l i t t l e

e as i e r du r i n g th e Summer mon th s or r a t h e r d i ve r t i n g a por t i o n o f ou r t im e

t o p r ob ab ly l e s s imp or tan t bu t equa l l y p ro fi t ab l e and enj oyab l e
,
f rom a h eal t h

p o i n t Of v i ew , th a t o f a t t emp t i n g t o garn e r a c e r ta i n sp e c i e s O f th e fi nny t r i b e
or i n e n d eavor i n g to imp rove on e’s b ra s s i e d r iv e s

,
we a lway s r e tu rn i n th e

Fal l b e t t e r fi t i n ev e ry way to s e rv e ou r c l i e n t s . W e wi l l t h e r e for e con t i nu e

ou r fo rme r me th od Of c omb i n i ng th e Ju n e an d July an d th e Augu s t and
Sep t emb e r i s su e s o f th e NUM I SMATI C MONTHLY i n t o doub l e numb er s .
Howeve r , t h i s m ean s t ha t we a r e an d w i l l c on t i n u e t o b e on th e j ob th e

b e t t e r p or t i o n o f ev ery day du r i ng th e Summer , s e rv i n g num i smat i c a l ly t h rough
our au c t i o n an d app r ova l d epar tm en t th e l a rge numb e r o f c l i e n t s whom we ar e

p l ea s e d t o h av e on ou r b ook s .
So p l e as e r ememb e r t h a t wha t ev e r p l e asu r e s w e may de r iv e f rom gol f i ng

o r fi s h i n g, i t d o e s n o t ex c e ed t h e p l e a su r e s of h ea r i n g f r om you, an d b e t t e r
s t i l l o f s e rv i n g you i n a ny numi smat i c cap ac i ty .

The F i rst Sale of t he Sears S tock
Du r i n g a numi smat i c au c t i o n exp e r i e n c e ex t end i n g Ove r a p er i o d o f upward

of twe l ve ye ar s , we do not r e c ol l e c t o f ev e r h av i n g n o t i c e d su ch an a c t i v e

advan c e d i n t e r e s t i n a n an n ou n ce d Sal e a s fo l l owe d ou r an nou n c em en t of ou r

Sal e o f t h e numi smat i c s t oc k o f M r . E lme r S . S ea r s . Th e r equ e s t s fo r ca t a

l ogs h av e b e e n mor e nume rou s t ha n from any oth e r an n oun c emen t . Th i s

s p eak s w e l l fo r th e con t i nu e d an d i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i n numi smat i c s .

Th e fi r s t s a l e o f t h i s l a rge s t ock w i l l b e h e l d p rob ab l y i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t
of Ju n e an d con s i s t s o f ma i n ly t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s s e r i e s .
W i t h t h e p r e s e n t d e l ay i n t ra n s p or t a t i o n fac i l i t i e s , t h e h eav i e r p o r t i o n o f

t h e s t ock
,
su ch as th e b ook s , cab i n e t s , ch eap e r c o i n s , e t c . , wh i ch wer e for

ward e d by fr e i gh t
,
we re a l i t t l e s l ow i n r each i ng u s i n t ime for a p or t i o n o f

t h em to b e i n c lu d e d i n th e fi r s t s a l e , bu t th e e n t i r e s t ock wi l l b e ca ta l oge d an d
offe r e d a s s o on a s p os s ib l e an d ev e ryt h i n g w i l l b e so l d ab s olu t e l y w i th ou t

r e s e rv e
,
afford i n g an u nu sua l l y advan t ageou s Opp o r tu n i t y for a l l c l a s s e s o f

c ol l e c to r s t o a dd ma t e r i a l ly to t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n .

Cata l ogs wi l l b e d i s t r i bu t ed t o a l l o n ou r ma i l i n g l i s t a n d to t h o s e wh o
wr i t e fo r th em by add r e s s i ng B . Max M eh l , Meh l Bu i l d i n g, For t Wor th , Texas .
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Do l lar S i lver i s H ere

Unde r dat e o f Ap r i l 26
,
19 18

,
a N ew Y ork b rok e r s’ let t e r s ay s :

“Dol l a r s i l v e r i s h e r e . P r e s i d e n t Wi l s on y est e rd ay pu t h i s s i gn a tu r e t o
t h e Pit tman bil l , au tho r i z i n g t h e r emel t-i ng o f 350 mi l l i o n s i lver do l l a r s n ow
on d ep o s i t i n th e T r e a s u ry

,
an d th e m e l t i ng O f t h e s e d o l l a r s i n t o b a r s , f o r

e xp o r t to O ri en t a l c ou n t r i e s i s ex p e c t e d t o b eg i n a t o n c e .
Th e s e s h i pmen t s w i l l b e at t h e r a t e o f d o l l a r e x c h ange i n t he Ea s t . A

s tudy of t h e t e rm s o f t h e P i t tm a n b i l l s h ow th a t i t p rov i d e s f o r m el t i ng o f
t h e s e 350mi ll i o n s i lv e r d o l l ar s

,
a n d a l s o un de r i t s t e rm s t h e U . S . Gov e rnme n t

agre e s t o t ak e th e en t i re out put of silv er of th i s c ou n t ry a n d pay one d o l l a r an

ou n c e fo r i t
,
wh i c h r ev e a l s t h e fa c t t h a t t h i s p ric e i s t o b e ma i nt a i n e d ove r

a p e r i od o f ye a r s .”

Th e me l t i n g of 350 mi l l i o n s i l v e r do l l a r s w i l l p r ov i d e ab ou t 270 mi l l i o n
oun c e s of s i l v e r . Th e e nt i r e ou t pu t o f s i l ve r i n th e U . S . am oun t s a t p r e s e n t

to ab ou t 74 mi l l i o n oun c e s a y e a r , an d th a t o f t h e Cob a l t s e c t i o n o f Can ada
ab ou t 20 m il l i on oun c e s ad d i t i o n a l

, so t h i s m el t i ng r e p r e s en t s n e a r l y t h re e
ye a r s t o t a l p rodu ct i on o f b o t h c ou n t r i e s— a l a rge amoun t .
Th e b il l p rov i d e s a l s o t hat t h e ab ov e amoun t m e l t e d an d t ak e n ou t

,
i s

t o b e r e p l a c e d i n t h e fu tu r e f rom th e su rp l u s ab ov e t h e wo r l d’s wan t s f rom
yea r to y ea r , wh i c h m e a n s t h a t i t m ay tak e at l e a s t fi f t e e n y e ar s to r e p l a c e

t h e am oun t m e l t ed , an d on e dol l a r a n ou n c e wi l l b e t h e p r i c e ma i n ta i n e d

du r i n g th a t t im e .

I n our mon t h l y fo r A p ri l
,
19 17

,
i n t h e Qu e s t i o n B ox

,
we exp l a i n e d t h e

B l an d , A l l i s on , an d the Sh e rman A c t s . A wor d o f expl an a t i o n fo r t h e b e n efi t
o f our younge r r e ad e r s m ay b e i n o rd e r h e re . Th e 350m i l l i o n s i l v e r d o l l a r s
wh en m e lt e d , a n d th e a l l oy ext rac t e d w i ll on l y p r o du c e 270mi l l i on ounc e s o f

pu re s i l v e r . Th i s i s t h e r ea s on :

Th e U . S . s tanda rd s i l v e r d o l l a r au th o r i z e d t o b e c o i n e d b y t h e A c t o f
Ap r i l 2 ,

1792 . I t s we i gh t was fixe d a t 416 g ra i n s
,
s t an d ard s i l v e r ; fi n en e s s

e qu iva l e n t t o g ra i n s o f fi n e s i l v e r , w i t h 44% g ra i n s a l l oy o f pu r e C opp e r .

Pu r e s i l v e r i s too s o f t for c o i n age pu r po s e s .
The we igh t wa s ch ange d by A c t of J anua ry 18

,
1837

,
t o gra i n s

,
a n d

th e fi n en e s s to 900. Th i s m ean s th a t amou n t i n 1000 p a r t s . Th e re a re 480

gra i n s i n on e ou n c e t r oy w e igh t for s i l v e r .

s i l v e r d o l l a r s X gra i n s pu r e s i l v e r
,
g i v e s t o ta l w e i gh t

o f bu l l i o n s i l v e r i n gra i n s , d i v i d e d by 480 gra i n s , oun c e s Of s i l v e r

i f n on e o f t h e d o l l a r s a r e wo rn
,
or s h o r t w e igh t . SO 270mi l l i o n oun c e s i s n o t

fa r f rom b e i ng ab ou t r i gh t
.
a f t e r r e du c t i o n t o

’ bu l l i on .

I n G re a t B r i t a i n
, 1- 12 i s t h e l e ga l p rop o r t i o n o f a l l oy wi t h s i l v e r a n d go l d .

In t he U . S . , F ra n c e , B e l g ium an d o th e r c oun t r i e s on e - t e n t h a l l oy i s l e gal .
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B rit i s h b ron ze co i n age i s c ompos e d o f Copp e r 95
,
t i n 4

,
and z i n c 1 part . O u r

,

smal l b ronz e c e n t s we i gh 48 gra i n s— c opp e r 95
,
t i n an d z i n c 5 .

I t is . in terest ing to r ememb e r t ha t th e Engl i s h k i n g
,
He n ry III

,
de c i ded

tha t a n oun c e s hou l d b e t h e we i gh t of 640 d r i e d grai n s o f wh ea t f rom th e
m i dd l e of th e e a r . From th e re i gn of W i l l i am th e Co n que ror to Hen ry VI I I

,

t h e E n gl i s h p ou n d was th e we igh t of gra i n s of whea t . Que e n E l i zab e t h
Good Que en B e s s

”
h e r subj ec t s c a l l e d h en— d ec re e d tha t a pound sh ou l d b e

gra i n s of wh eat t ak e n from th e m idd l e of t h e ea r . The p i e c e o f p l a t i num

kep t a t t h e O ffic e of t h e Exch e qu e r i n an a tm o sph e re of 62 Fah r enh e i t
,
de c i d e s

for a l l G rea t B r i t a i n .

B imentallism n -I s It Before Us

A Col ora do s e n a to r h a s i n t ro duc e d a re s ol u t i on i n t h e S en a t e to p rov i d e
for a commi s s i on to n egot i a t e an i n t e rnat i on a l agre emen t a s to th e co i n age

of s i lv e r t h rough ou t t h e wor l d .

I t i s ca l cu l a t e d tha t t h e p r e s e n t war h as c on s umed mon ey and c r ed i t to

t h e en ormou s amoun t o f

Th e go l d of t h e wor l d i s not e n ough to b e a r t h e
”

s t ra i n— s i lv e r
,
i t i s

c l a im e d , mus t c om e to th e r e s cu e .

B r iefiy
— B im e ta ll i sm i s a mo n e ta ry sys t em i n wh i ch t h e s t an dard mon ey

i s compos ed O f gol d an d s il v e r c o i n e d i n a fixed rat i o of exc h an ge e s tab l i s h e d

by l aw
,
an d b ot h me ta l s a r e l ega l t e n d e r i n u n l imi t e d amoun t s .

Engl an d wa s one Of th e fi r s t coun t r i e s t o r ea ch th e con c l u s i o n t h a t go l d
an d s i lv e r c an n o t b e kep t i n cu r re n t c i r cu la t i on a t any fixed ra t i o . I n 18 16

sh e fo rma l l y adop t e d th e s i n gl e gol d st a n da rd . Ge rmany adop t e d t h e gol d

s tan dard i n 187 1 . I n 1865 F ranc e
,
B e l g i um , Swi tz e r l an d , an d I t a l y u n i t ed to

form t he La t i n Un i on
,
t h e ma i n Obj e c t of wh i ch was t he adop t i on of a un i

fo rm de c imal co i n age sys t em b as e d on th e Fre n ch f ran c . Th e Un i on adop t e d
th e doub l e s t an dar d w it h fr e e co i nage of "b o t h m e ta l s a t a ra t i o of to 1 .

In 1873 F ranc e
,
fe a r i n g th e l o ss of h e r supp ly of gol d i n c on s e quen c e Of the

fa l l i n g va l u e of s i l ve r
,
s t opp ed th e f re e c oi n age Of si lv e r

,
an d i n t h e n ex t year

th e Un i on l im i t ed t h e amoun t of fi v e—fran c p i e ce s to b e co i n e d . F i n al ly, i n

1878
,
th e c o i nage o f th e s e s i l ve r p i e c e s wa s d i s c on t i nu ed and i t h a s n eve r b e e n

re sumed . Thu s
,
b im e ta lism came to an end . I n p rac t i ca l ly ev e ry impor tan t

n a t i on i n th e worl d gol d i s now th e s t an da rd o f va lu e .

Th e pa s s age Of th e P i t tman b i l l p rac t i ca l ly fixe s t h e p r i c e O f s i lv e r for
t h e n ex t fi f t e en year s a t on do l l a r p e r oun c e . S i l ve r h a s for t h i s p e r i o d a t l ea s t

a fi xed s tand a rd valu e . Thi s fa c t a l on e i s a s t e p , an d an impor tan t on e , to

b ime tal l i sm .

A s a magaz i n e o f l a st mon t h s ay s : B im etaillism
,

.much as t h e wh i t e

rac e d i s l i k e s i t
,
may p rov e th e sol u t i on of th e fin an c i al a n d t rad e impa s s e .

”
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An c ien t Monetary System in Sweden
B y J . de LAGE RB E RG.

To giv e a s h or t h i s t o ry o f t h e M on e t a ry Sys t em i n Swe e d e n du r i ng t h e
h e a th e n t ime s an d du r i n g t h e Ca t h o l i c p e r i o d

,
i t w i l l b e n e c e s s a ry t o c ompa r e

t h e many p robl em s on th i s su b j e c t foun d i n th e S age s an d Laws o f t h e
N o r t h e rn Coun t r i e s an d I r e l a n d . A t the s am e time i t w i l l b e wo r th wh i l e t o
c on su l t ev e ry t h ing t h a t fo r e i g n au t hor s m e n t i on i n r e f e r e n c e to t h e s am e ,

f r om th e Greeko—Roman p e r i od un t i l t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e fo u r t e e n t h c e n
tu ry, b e cau s e t h e An c i e n t M on e t a ry Sys t em o f Sw ed e n wa s c o n n e c t e d w i t h
m os t o f t h o s e i n u s e b y o t h e r c oun t r i e s a t th e s am e p e r i od .

I n con t r a s t w i t h t h e many wr i t e r s u p on t h e subj e c t o f A n c i e n t Co i n s o f
t h e Saxon an d N o rman p ei iods t h e r e are

~

scarcely a ny t r e a t i ng o f t h e s e
da rk age s i n S can di n av i a . The old co i n s a v ai l a b l e for s t u dy an d c ompa r i s on

a r e s c a t t e r e d an d f ew i n numb e r ; t h e dev ided op i n i o n c on c e rn i ng t hem hav
i ng b e come pa r t O f th e d i f f i cu l ty

,
makin g t h e who l e s ubj e c t ev e n mo r e p e r

p lexing an d ha r d t o ge t any l igh t u p on . Th e Saxon an d N orman M on ey a r e

a lmo s t t h e s ame , a s t h ey h av e th e s am e we igh t an d fi ness o f t h e m e t a l an d

s ame ru d en e s s an d wan t of s k i l l i n t h e exe cu t i o n . Th e s e c o i n s d i ffe r on ly
,
a s

c o i n s o f t h e s ame age an d cou n t ry
,
i n t h e d i ffe r e n t h e a d s a n d l e ge n ds o f t h e

p r i n c e s an d p ers o n s by whom th ey w e r e s t ru ck .

Th e No r th e rn K i n g s “b roug h t t h e i r M i n t -Mas t e r s f rom Engl an d ( t h e r e

i s , h owev e r , a m ixed Op i n i on on t h i s ma t t e r ) . A gre a t qu a n t i t y of fo r e i gn

co i n s we r e a c c e p t e d a s c a s h i n Swed en a t th e t im e . Con t r a c t Of va r i ou s k i n d s ,
e t c .

, e t c .
, a nd p aymen t s we r e by p r e fe r e n c e s t i p u l a t e d t o b e s e t t l e d i n t h e s e

coins b ec au s e o f t h e i r va lu e b e i ng l e sss ub j e c t t o c h a ng e t h a n t h e d ome s t i c .

Du r i n g th e M ed i eva l age t h e am oun t Of mon ey i n c i r cu l a t i o n wa s far f r om
a s l a rge a s du r i n g th e Roman p e r i o d . I t i s a s sume d t h a t f r om th e c omme n c e
me n t o f t h e X

’
Tian Ch ron o l ogy u n t i l t h e e n d o f t h e F i f t h c e n tu ry th e Circu

l a t i ng M ed ium d im i n i s h e d f r om n i n e m i l l i o n s t o two
,
a n d f r om th e n c e u n t i l

t h e e n d Of t h e N i n t h Cen tu ry s t i l l fu r t h e r
, to l e s s t h an one .

Th e r e a s on i s

t h a t mos t o f t h e ca s h wen t t o th e O r i e n t . P’a r t l y on a c c oun t o f i t s c omme r ce
,

a s ou r W esternland h ad l i t t l e m e r c h and i s e
,
bu t only t h e p re c i ou s me ta l t o ex

ch an ge fo r p rodu c t s f r om th e Ea s t an d a l s o on a c c oun t o f t h e m ov em en t o f t h e

l a rge fam i l i e s f rom Rome t o Con s t an t i n o p l e a f t e r t h a t c i ty b e came th e cap i t a l
o f t h e Roman Emp i r e . P e rh ap s t h e s c a r c i t y o f c o i n s du r i n g th e M ed i ev a l age
may b e a t t r ibu t e d l a rge ly t o th e l e s s en e d n e c e s s i ty o f m ean s o f ex ch an ge

.

Wi th t h e smal l e r d eman d fo r m e r ch an d i s e
,
i t e ve n tu al ly d i s a p p e a re d f rom

c i r cul a t i on . Wha t en o rmou s sum s we re s p o i l e d du r i ng t h e B a rb a r i a n i n va s i o n
o f th e Roman r ealm an d t h e C iv i l wa r s ? Al l i n du s t r i e s a n d c omme rc e s uff e r e d
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fi nd s t h e s e a r e ra r e l y r e c ov e r e d i n quan t i t i e s . A r ab i c an d Cufi c s i l v e r ap p e a r s
f rom the N i n th an d T e n th Ce n tu ry, Ang l o-Sax on and Ge rman s i lv e r f r om t h e

m i d d l e of th e T en th t o t h e E l ev e n t h , mix e d w i t h B oh em i an , Hungar i an an d
Dan i s h

,
bu t ve ry s e l d om wi t h B yzant i n e o r Cufi c o f t h e s am e p e r i od . Th e

o l de s t Swe d i s h c o i n s
,
foun d t o da t e a r e t h ough t by an

-tiquar ies t o b e s t ruc k
a t S igtu n a a n d by o th e r s m i n t e d i n Eng l an d a n d b r ough t ov e r . Th e s e a re
f r om th e time of O l o f Skotkonung . Th e o l d e s t D an i s h a n d N o rweg i an coins

o r ig i n at e from n ea r ly t h e s am e p e r i od o r K i ng Sve n Tweskag g and O l o f

T ryggva s on
,
an d a s all t h e s e S c an d i n av i a n c o i n s a r e o f t h e s am e Eng l i s h

typ e an d al l b ea r t he s am e m i n t—ma s t e r s n am e (Godv ine) t h e y mu s t h av e h ad
a c ommon or i g i n . I n t h e s e d ays t h e r e w e r e c l o s e r e l a t i o n s w i t h Engl a n d .

B e twe en 991- 1017 t h e Eng l i s h p a i d a t r i b u t e to D enm a rk o f n o t l e s s t h an
Pe e n (Marke r ) S i lv e r .

Lat e r on a t t h e c omm en c emen t o f A l b r e ch t o f M e ck l e n b u rg’s r e ign 1363
t h e c o i n s s t ru ck i n Swe de n w e re i n su c h p oo r co n d i t i o n

,
t h a t t h ey w e r e r e fu s e d

a s a me d i um for t h e p aym en t s o f c ommod i t i e s .

Du r i ng t h e r e ign of Kar l Knu t s on t h e fi r s t m i n t l aw s w e r e pub l i s h e d
1449 . From th e s e w e fi n d t h a t tw e n t y- f ou r O r tug we r e e qu a l t o ou r m ark , a t t h e
w e ight o f ab ou t a n ou n c e i n s i l v e r . A t t h i s t im e th e w e igh t o f t h e mark i n
Swed e n wa s th e s am e a s -in t h e c i ty of Co l ogn e

,
G e rmany . P r ev i ou s to t h i s

n o fix e d we i gh t n o r fi n e n e s s f o r a ny Sw ed i s h c o i n i s kn own
,
a s t h ey w er e n o

subj ec t to an y exac t we igh i ng o r an a ly s i s . A f t e r Katlmar Un i on 1397 a m i n t

commi s s i on was e s t ab l i s h e d b e twe en Qu e en Ph i l i p p a an d t h e Ci t i e s o f Lub e ck
,

Hambu rg, Lu n ebu rg an d Wi sma r 1424 a n d l ega l r a t e o f ex ch ange wa s e s t ab
lished on a l l fo r e i gn c o i n s . J . d e L .

A G reat Bank Note Rarity
I t i s n o t o f t e n t h a t t h e B u r e au o f P r i n t i n g an d E ng r av i ng i s gu i l ty o f a

s e r i ou s e r ro r , a n d wh e n on e oc cu r s i t i s s e l d om t h a t i t e s c ap e s i n t o c i r cu l a t i o n .

Bu t w e h av e r e c e n t l y c ome i n t o p o s s e s s i o n of a N o t e wh i c h w e r ega r d a s

qu i t e i n t e r e s t i n g .

I t i s a n o t e i s su ed fo r on e o f t h e N a t i o n a l B ank s i n a S ou th e r n c i ty
,
t h e

fac e o f t h e N o t e b e i n g fo r o f t h e s e r i e s o f 1882 wh i l e th e b a ck i s fo r
w i th t h e p o r t ra i t o f Fe s s e n d e n . Th e on l y way th a t s u c h a n e r r o r may

h app en i s t h a t , s i n c e th e f r o n t s a n d b a ck s a r e p r i n t e d s e p a ra t e l y a n d t h e n
p as t e d t og e th e r , t h a t i n s om e u n a c c ou n t ab l e man n e r t h e sh e e t o f b a ck s
wa s

“
ma te d w i th a s h e e t o f fa c e s

.

Th e on l y o th e r s im i l a r e r r o r t h a t w e k now o f i s a n o t e w i t h a

ba ck wh i c h wa s d i s c ov e r e d i n Ch i c ago s om e t e n y ea r s ago
.
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P laque toCommemorate B r it ish Sol d iers and Sai lors

Who Hav e Fal len in the War

H e D ied for Freedom and Honor .

To commemora t e i n d i v i dua l ly a l l t h o s e wh o hav e fa l l e n i n t h e wa r th e
B r i t i s h Gove rnm en t h a s d e c i d e d to p re s en t a b ron ze p l a que t o th e n ext—of—k i n
o f e a ch memb e r o f t h e fight i n g fo rc e s who has b e e n k i l l ed , a ccompan i e d by a

s c ro l l w i t h i n s c r i p t i on .

Th e p l a qu e or meda l i s of c i r cu l a r fo rm
,
S- in . i n di ame t e r

,
and bea r s an

emb lemat i c d e s i gn , wi th th e i n s c r i p t i o n , “H e d i e d for Fr e e dom and Ho n o r ;"

i t w i l l b e ca s t i n gunme tal
,
an d ea ch c opy w i l l h av e i n s e rt e d i n t h e fi eld , (by

an i n ge n i ou s me th od of ca s t i ng ) , a ra i s ed t ab l e t i n c l o s i n g the name of the

p e r s on c ommemora t ed . Th e d e s i gn wa s put out to Ope n c ompe t i t i on . an d

more t han 800mode l s w e r e subm i t t e d
,
th e p r i z e of b e i n g awarded to E .

Cart e r Pr e s t on of L ive rp oo l
,
Engl a n d .

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s su rmoun t e d by a sp e c i a l de vi c e , i n c lud i ng th e Royal
Arms i n c o l or

,
wi th th e i n i t i a l s o f K i ng George . I n v i ew of t h e l a rge num

b e r o f p l a qu es wh i ch '

wi l l hav e to b e supp l i e d , an d of t h e p rob ab l e s c arc i ty

bo th o f p ap e r an d me ta l , i t i s a t p re s e n t u n c e r t a i n wh en th ey w i l l b e ava i l ab l e
for d i s t r i bu t i o n — (N . Y . Time s ) .

N ew Coin s for I taly
The r e h a s b e en au t hor i z e d by offi c i a l d e c ree t h e i s su i ng of a n ew coi n (an

a l l oy of n i c k el an d cop p e r ) va l ue d a t 20 c en t e s im i ( i . e . 4 c en t s ) to t h e e x t e n t
of l i r e .
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Ru ss ian Stamp Cu rren cy
Aft e r c on s i d e rab l e effor t s e x t e n d ing ov e r a p e r i o d o f n e a r ly tw o y ea r s ,

we hav e fi n a l l y su c c e e d e d i n s e cu r i ng a sm a l l s u pp l y of .th e Ru s s i a n “N e c e s s i t y
M on ey”

,
—ft he “S t amp Cu r r e n cy”— wh i c h w e b e l i ev e w i l l p rov e ab ou t th e

mos t i n t e r e s t i ng mon et a ry i s s u e s o f t h e W 'orld
'

W ar .

Th e s e Pap e r Co i n s a r e a l i t t l e l a rge r t h a n ou r p o s t age s t am p s . They
a r e p r i n t e d on h e avy pap e r or th i n ca r d bo a rd

,
a n d a r e p e r f o r a t e d bu t n o t ad

hesiv e. Th e 10Kop e k s i s p r i n t e d i n b l u e an d h as t h e p o r t r a i t o f Cz a r N i ch o l a s
I I . Th e 15 Kop e ck s i s p r i n t e d i n l i g h t b r own , a n d h a s t h e p o r t ra i t o f

N i ch ol a s I I . Th e 20Kop e ck s i s p r i n t e d i n l i gh t g r e e n
,
a n d h a s t h e p o r t r a i t o f

A l e xan de r I . Th e r ev e r s e s id e h a s an i n s c r i p t io n to t h e eff e c t t h a t “
I t h a s t h e

r i gh t t o c i r cu l a t i o n e qua l ly w i t h t h e cu r r e n t s i l v e r c o i n .

” Th e wo rd ove r t h e
p o r t r a i t s i s e qu iva l e n t t o ou r Po s t” o r “

Postoffi ce .

” I n a r e c e n t i s su e o f t h e
N ew York H era l d , t h e fo l l ow ing app e ar e d rega rd i n g th i s s t amp cu r r e n c y :
B ec au s e o f t h e p rac t i c al d i s ap p ea ra n c e f rom c i r cu l at i o n o f sm a l l s i l v e r

c o i n s o f t h e d e nom i n a t i o n o f t e n , fi f t e en and twe n ty kop ek s
,
s t amp s s im i l a r t o

t h e o rd i n a ry p o s tage v ar i e ty
,
ar e b e i n g u s e d i n t h e i r p l a c e b y t h e p e op l e o f

Ru s s i a . Th e small s i l v e r c o i n s wh i c h we r e p l e n t i fu l a y e a r ag o now a r e

p ra c t i ca l ly gon e f rom c i r cu l a t i on . What h a s bec om e o f t h em i s a qu e s t i o n

puzz l i n g th e au th o r i t i e s , bu t i t i s p robab l e t h a t t h ey h av e b e e n h oa rd e d by
t h e p oo r e r c l a s s e s , who f ea r t h e re su l t o f t h e wa r an d who f e e l t h a t t h ey

wi l l b e b e t t e r p rov i d e d fo r i f t h ey c l i ng to th e s i l v e r m on ey . Und e r th e Ru s s i a n
mon e t a ry s t a nd a r d 100Kop ek s a r e e qu a l t o a Roub l e

,
wh i c h i n n o rma l t i me s

i s v a l u e d i n e x ch an ge a t fi fty- on e c e n t s Am e r i ca n mon ey . N ow
,
h oweve r

,
a

Rou b l e i s v a l u e d a t twe n ty—n i n e c e n t s Ame r i c a n m on ey . O rd i n a r i l y
,
h ow ev e r

,

t h e t e n -k opek s p i e c e c o r r e s po n d s to th e Ame ri c a n hy e- c e n t p i e c e . So s t r i c t

a r e t h e Ru s s i a n s ab ou t t h e i r mon ey n ow th a t t h e wa r i s on t h a t t h e authori

t i e s w i l l a l l ow n o p e r s on to t ak e f rom th e c ou n t ry mo r e t h a n 100 Roub l e s
wh i c h u nd e r th e p r e s en t ra t e o f ex ch a n ge ap p r oxima t e s

Th e va r i ous d e n om in a t i on s and th e p r i c e s a t wh i c h t h ey may b e p ro cu r e d

i s l i s t e d on t h e c ove r s o f t h i s i s su e o f t h e NUM I SMAT I C MO NTH LY .
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The Num ismat ic H istory of Char les I I .
Summary of a Paper R ead B efo re th e B r i t ish N um i smat i c Soc iety

B y LIEUT.
-COLON E Y H . W . MORRIE SON , R . A .,

F. S . A .

Th e numi sma t i c h i s t ory of Ch arl e s I I
,
wi l l a lways b e c e l e b rat e d fo r two

ev e n t s ; t h e sup e r s e s s i on of t h e hammer by th e m i l l and s c rew i n t h e c o i n i ng
of mo n ey , an d th e i n t rodu c t i on o f a j u s t an d p rop e r coppe r c o i n age . The

subj e c t was t r eat e d unde r t h r e e h ead s : ( 1 ) t h e h ammere d co i n s ; (2 ) th e

mi l l e d c o i nage ; ( 3 ) t h e c opp e r c o i n age .

Li eu t . - Co l on e l M or rieson d i v i d e d t h e hamme re d co i n s of 1660 to 1662

i n t o s i x issues z— ( l ) w i th ou t m in t mark , nume ra l s exp r e s s i n g va lu e , o r i n n e r
c i r c l e ; (2 ) w i th th e m i n t -mark c rown , wh i ch i s fou n d o n a l l t h e r ema i n i ng
i s su e s , bu t i n o th e r re s p e c t s r e s emb l i n g th e fi r s t ; (3 ) as th e s e c o n d , wit h
nume ra l s s h ow i n g th e val u e of th e co i n ; t h i s i s su e took pl a c e af t e r Novem

b e r . 165 1, a s i n t h a t m o n th an o rd e r wa s pub l i s h e d d i re c t i ng tha t t h e co i n s
s h ou l d b ea r mark s of va lu e ; (4) wi th b o th numeral s a n d i n n e r c i r c l e ; ( 5 ) an d
(6) sma l l pie c e s of M au n dy mon ey . Th e gol d co i n s e xt an t a re of th e se con d

an d th i r d i s su e s
,
bu t s i lve r c o i n s ex i s t o f a l l . I n n ovat i on s i n th i s co i n age we re

th e sub s t i tut i o n of a wreat h for a c rown on t h e gold co i n s
,
a n d th e app ea ra nce

of a c rown ed bu s t i n s t e ad o f an e qu e s t r i an por t ra i t , on t h e ha l f - c rown . Th e

engrav e r o f t h e d i e s wa s th e c e l eb rat e d S imon , and th e whol e s e r i e s b r i ngs

th e hamme re d co i n age to a mag n i fi c en t c l o s e .

Th e mi l l e d coi n s ma rk ed th e c ha n ge from Rena i s s an c e to c l as s i ca l s ty l e .

Th e gu i n e a now made i t s fi r st app ea ran ce
,
an d was s o ca l l e d from th e fa c t

th a t t h e gol d f rom wh i c h many of th em wer e s t ruc k
,
was b rough t from th e

Gu i n e a coa s t . Th e l e c tu re r d ea l t a t con s i d e rab l e l en gth w i th th e s i l ve r coi n s .
M any d i e s we r e u s e d

,
gen e ra l l y d iffe r i ng f rom on e a n o th e r i n th e n umb e r of

s t ri n gs i n t h e I r i s h h arp , a n d , con t ra ry to wha t migh t hav e b e en e xp e c t ed
,

th e s i z e of th e fl an s va r i e d c on s i de rab ly
,
e sp e c i al ly i n th e s h i l l i n gs .

Th e copp e r co i nage was c ommenc ed i n 1672 by t h e i s su e of ha l f-pen c e

a n d fa r t h i ngs
,
wh i c h we r e mad e o f pu r e Swed i s h copp e r a nd we r e c o i n e d

a t t h e ra t e
’

o f 175 gra i n s t o t h e h al fp e n ny and 87 1 2 gra i n s t o th e fa r th i ng
a gr ea t ch ange f rom p rev i ou s r e ign s

,
wh en t h e we i gh t o f th e fa r th i ng var i e d

from 4 to gra i n s . I n 1684, i n o rd e r t o mak e up for a fa l l i n g o ff of i n come ,
du e to t h e l ow p r i c e o f t i n , fa r th i n gs w er e s t ru ck i n t h a t m e ta l w i th a p lug
of c opp e r i n th e c e n t r e . Wi th rega rd to t h e p a t te rn s , pa r t i cu l a r a t t e n t i on wa s
pa i d to t h o s e b ea r i n g t h e l e ge n d QUATUOR BAR IA VI ND I CO

,
t h e rev e r s e

o f wh i c h b o r e a figure of B r i t an n i a th a t h a s r emai n e d un change d
,
i n i t s p r i n

cipal fea tu re s , to th i s day , a n d for wh i ch th e Du ch e s s of Ri chmo n d pos e d a s
mod el . I t i s p rob ab l e th a t th i s pat t e rn wou l d h ave b e en adop t ed had no t
Lou i s X IV

,
i t i s s a i d

, obj e c t e d t o th e l e gen d and u s e d h i s i n fl u en c e to ob t a i n

i t s su pp re s s i o n . Howeve r th a t may b e , th e co i n s i s su e d for cu r re n c y . in 1672,

sub s t i tu t e d t h e word B RITANN IA fo r th e p r oud c l a im of d omi n i on of t h e
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U . S . May Me l t to Bol ster market
Wash i n gt on — Me l t i ng i n t o bu l l i o n o f not mo r e th a n s i l v e r

d o l l a r s n ow i n th e t r e a su ry f o r s a l e s exp o r t t o p ay t r a d e b a l a n c e s a n d re

pu r cha s e of s i l v e r a t $ 1 an ou n c e i s p rop o s e d i n an a dm i n i s t r a t i o n b i l l i n t ro

duced to—day by S e n a t o r P i ttman a s an em e rgen cy wa r mea su r e . S i l v e r c e r

t ifi cates wou l d b e w i t hd rawn f rom c i rc u l a t i on a s t h e do l l a r s a r e t ak e n fr om

th e t r e a su ry an d Fe de ra l r e s e rv e ba n k n o t e s o f n ew $ 1 a n d $2 d enomi n a t i o n s
sub s t i tu t e d .

‘ I f e n a c t ed
,
t h e me as u r e v i r tu a l l y wou l d fix a s t an da r d p r i c e f o r s i l v e r

a t $ 1 an ou n c e , s ev e ral c e n t s ab ov e t h e p r e s e n t ma rk e t , a n d s tab i l i z e t h e wor l d

mark e t , s i n c e t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s p ro du c e s a lmos t h a l f o f t h e t o ta l . Th e b i l l a l s o
i s in t e n d e d to s t i mu la t e s i l v e r p r odu c t i o n an d to u s e t h e t r e a s u ry’s r e s e rv e

s t o ck o f t h a t m e ta l i n s t e a d o f g o l d t o s e t t l e t h e c oun t ry’s c omm e r c i a l t ra d e
ba l an c e s i n t h e O r i e n t an d el s ewh e r e .

I n an t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e a c t i o n by con gr e s s
,
Raymon d T . B ak e r

,
d i r e c t o r

of th e m i n t , h a s fo rmul a t e d a n agr e eme n t w i t h s i l v e r p ro duc e r s a n d d e a l e r s

to s e l l t o th e g ov e rnm en t a t t h e $ 1 r a t e . Th e p rob ab l e r e s u l t wou l d b e fo r
t h e gove rnm en t to ab s o rb t h e c ou n t ry’s e n t i r e ou t pu t

,
ab ou t oun c e s

l a s t yea r . O ffi c i a l s h av e s t a t e d th ey wou l d mak e a r ran gem en t s to s u p p l y quan
t i t i e s o f s i lv e r to j ewe l e r s an d manu fa c tu r e r s r e qu i r i ng i t

.

Th e b i l l wou l d p e rm i t t h e s e c r e t a ry o f t h e t r e a su ry t o fix t h e s el l i ng p r i c e
of t h e gov e rnm ent

’
s s i l v e r, bu t i t is a s sum e d t h i s wou l d b e n o t l e s s t h an $ 1

I n d i a , Ch i n a a n d Japan n e e d s i l v e r m os t fo r c o i n ag e a n d qu an t i t i e s a l s o m igh t
b e expo rt e d to Sou t h Ame r i ca n cou n t r i e s an d Eu rop ea n n eu t ral s wh o s e t ra d e

ba lan c e s a r e agai n s t t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s . I n d i a’s r e qu i r em e n t s wou l d b e n ego
tiat ed th rough G r e a t B r i t a i n .

Th e t r ea su ry n ow h ol d s s i l v e r do l l a r s c on ta i n i n g ab ou t 376
,

ou n c e s of s i lv e r .

N o s i l v e r d o l l a r s h av e b e e n c o i n e d s i n c e 1904. F or h a l f do l l a r s
,
qua r t e r s

an d d im e s , t h e gove rnmen t t h i s y ea r n e e d s abou t ou n c e s
.oi s i l v e r .

When P ioneers Made Chang e
S i l v e r D o l lar s W e r e Qu ar t e r e d and

“
Sharp Sh i n s W er e th e R e sul t .

We of to—day , w i t h h a l f d o l la r s , qua r t e r d o l l a r s , ( l i m e s , n i c k e l s and p e nn i e s ,
o f t e n fi nd i t d i ffi cul t t o

“
mak e ch ange

,

” c omp l a i n s M a r t h a G
.
Pu r c e l l

,
i n “S t o

r i e s of O l d K e n tu cky .

”

S t i l l m or e d i ffi c u l t wa s i t for t h e ea r l y s e t t l e r s to do so.

A s t h e I n d ian s u s e d wampum
, s o th e p i on e e r s o f K e n tu cky u s e d th e sk i n s

o f W i l d an imal s as th e i r fi r s t cu r r e n cy . Whil e i mm ig ran t s c on t i n u e d t o c om e
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to t h i s r egi on Spa n i s h s i l ve r d o l la r s came gradua lly i n t o c i rcu l a t i o n
. S t il l

t h e r e was no smal l ch ange .

As n e c e s s i t y i s t h e mo th e r of i nve n t i on
, our fore fa th e r s a c tual ly mad e

cha n ge by cu t t i n g th e dol la r i n t o fou r e qua l par t s
,
each worth 25 ce n t s .

Thes e we re aga i n d iv i de d , eac h pa r t wor t h 12 3
.
c e n t s

,
c a l l e d b i t s

.
Peopl e

s ome t im e s b e cam e ca re l e s s i n th e wo rk of maki ng c ha n g e . and oft e n c u t th e

dol la r i n t o five “

qua rt e r s
”
o r i n t o 10

“ e igh t s .

" O n ac coun t of th e w edge

shap e of t h e s e p i e c e s o f cu t mon ey
,
th ey we r e ca l l e d “s ha rp sh i n s

.

I f ch a n ge was n e ed e d for .a sma l l e r sum t h an 12V; c e n t s , merc han t s gave
p i n s . n eed l e s , w r i t i n g pape r an d suc h th i ngs .

Th i s cu t s i l v e r gradua l ly foun d i t s way ba ck to t h e m i n t for r e co i nage
,

u sua l ly to t h e l o s s o f th e l a s t own e r . . As l a t e at 1806 a bu s i n e s s hous e i n
Ph i l a d e lp h i a r e c e i v e d ove r 100 p ou n d s o f cu t s i l v e r

,
b rough t on by a Ke n

tucky me r chan t . wh i c h wa s s en t on a dray to t h e Un i t e d St a t e s mi n t for t e

c o i n age .

Rochester Num ismat ic A ssoc iat ion
Tue s day

,
May 7 th ,

1918 .

— O n e hu nd r ed a nd for ty-fi fth meet i ng of th e R0

ch e s t e r Numi smat i c A s s o c i a t i o n cal l e d to o rde r by Pre s i den t H . H . Yawg er .

M embe r s p r e s e n t — M e s s r s Yawg er , W . H . Ambe rg
,
W oodbury

,
Plumb

,
L .

G . Ambe rg, M aunov ry,
Savage , B au e r , Gi l l e t t e , B ur l i ng, Cra n dal l , Loizeau ,

Dr .

Fr en ch , \Volf, Koeb .

A n au c t i on sale of meda l s
,
U . 5 . Gol d Co i n s , Hard T ime Token s an d

For e ign S i l v e r Co i n s , Dol l a r s i z e , al l i n m i n t con di t i on was h e l d d u r in g th e

ev en i n g . M r . Bau e r ac t i n g a s au c t i one e r .
A gol d p la t e d Ro ch e s t e r Numi smat i c A s so c i a t i on M edal of 19 17 , h av i ng

th e po r t ra i t of ou r Ex -P resi d e n t Fred E . M e r r i t t . was s o l d a ft e r much sp i r i t e d

b id d i n g to on e of th e n ew memb e r s .
Exh ib i t s we re a s fo l l ows by D r . F rench z— Co l l e c t i o n of U . S . Cent s from

1793 to 1856 i n fi n e to unc i r cu l a t ed cond i t i on , i n c lud i n g th e fo l l ow ing , V iz :

1793 Cha i n Var i e ty
,
hav i n g pe r i od s a ft e r L i b e r ty and da t e an d “

Ameri ca
"

on th e

re v e r s e . Cro sby 4 C . Un c i r cu l at ed. 1794 Hays N o. Si x , U n c i r cu l a t ed . 1796

Gi l b e r t—E ld e r N o . 30,
F i n e . 1803 Hav i n g 1- 100 ove r 1- 1000

,
ex t r eme ly fi n e .

1805 Poi n t e d on e , ex t r eme ly fi n e .

Me et i ng adj ou rn e d to Tue sday ,

T
x

'

ay 2 1st , 19 18 .

W . H . AM B ERG
,
S e c re t ary .
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N ew York Num ismat i c C lu b
Park Ave nu e H o t e l

,
N ew Yo rk, May loth ,

19 18 .

Re gu l a r m e e t i n g wa s h e l d a t t h e Pa rk Av e nu e H o t e l o n F r i day ev e n i ng,
M ay 10th ,

1918 , wi t h th e P r e s i d e n t , D r . D . W . Va l e n t i n e , p r e s i d i n g . Th e
fo l l ow i n g w e r e p r e s e n t : Mes s r s . B u t l e r, B l ak e , B oyd , Davi d s on , E l d e r , F r ey,
H esslein ,

H eat o n
,
N ew e l l

,
P roskey,

R e i l l y
,
Smi th , Swa n s o n , Va l e n t i n e , Wood,

Wyman
, W o rm s e r , Swa n s on a n d Z e r b e , w i th o n e v i s i t o r , Mr . E lme r S . S ea r s .

Th e m i nu t e s o f l a s t m e e t i n g we r e ap p r ov e d a s r e a d .

Th e S e c r e t a ry h ad r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r om Joh n A . K l eman , e n cl o s i ng a
r em i t t a n c e fo r du e s

,
wi th h i s r e s igna t i o n t o t ak e p l a c e a t t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r .

H i s r e s igna t i o n wa s a c c ep t e d .

Th e S e c r e t a ry r e c e iv e d s ome c op i e s o f M r . Du nh am
’
s k ey s t o B r e t o n’s

wo rk
,
a n d t o Low’s H a rd Tim e s Tok e n s ; a l s o h i s c h e ck f o r E n ca s e d Po s t age

S tamp s
,
an d was a ske d t o w r i t e an d t h ank M r . Dunh am fo r t h e s am e .

App l i c a t i on s fo r m emb e r sh i p o f M e s s r s . N o e a n d Wyman w e r e fav o rab l y
a c t e d on an d t h e S e c r e t a ry a sk e d t o n o t i fy t h em of th e i r e l e c t i o n .

Ex e cu t i v e Commi t t e e : Ch a i rman B oyd an n ou n c e d t h a t t h e s ubj e c t o f t h e
n ex t m e e t i ng wou l d b e “Th e Co i n s an d M edal s o f S co t l a n d .

Th e subj e c t o f t h e ev e n i ng
,

“Th e Co i n s and M eda l s o f I r e l a n d , was n ex t
i n t r o du c e d

,
an d i n t rodu c t o ry r ema rk s w e r e mad e b y P r e s i d e n t Va l e n t i n e

r e l a t i n g t o e a r l y I r i s h h i s t or y
,
i t s e a r l i e s t r e l i g i o n s

,
k i n gs a n d ru l e r s

,
a n d re

f e r r i n g t o t h e o r i g i n o f t h e u s e o f go l d an d s i l v e r b y K i n g B r i a n B o ru . H e

me n t i on e d t h a t a J ew
, J . S imon , was th e b e s t au th o r i t y o n I r i s h co i n s , wh i l e

a n I r i s hman was th e b e s t au th o r i t y o n J ew i s h c o i n s .

Mr . Worms e r sp oke o f t h e ev o l u t i o n o f t h e mark a n d c omp a r e d t h e
so- c a l l e d

“ I r i s h mark” wi t h t h e Sw ed i s h an d Ge rman mark .
M r . P roskey s h owe d a n i n t e r e s t i n g s e r i e s o f w e igh t s , l a rge an d sma l l ,

t h e e qu i va l e n t o f a ny gol d co i n wh i ch cam e a l on g
,
an d u s e d by t rad e r s an d

exch an ge b rok e r s b a ck to ab ou t 1700. H e s h ow e d a l a rge numb e r o f t h e
n e c e s s i ty c o i n s o f J am e s I I , a n d r e f e r r e d t o t h e Fe n i a n me d a l s s t ru ck 1866-7 .

H e m en t i on e d th e fi r s t c op p e r m on ey fo r I r e l a n d
,
i n c lu d i ng t h e Q u e e n E l i z a

b e th 2 p en c e an d th e smal l p i e c e s of J ame s I an d Ch ar l e s I
,
t h e l a t t e r s h ow i n g

s ev e ra l m i n t mark s a n d smal l d i s t i n gu i sh i n g ma rk s s u ch a s c r e s c e n t s a n d s t a r s .
H i s exh i b i t w a s l a rge , i n c l ud i n g : medal s , 59 ; mon ey w e i gh t s , 121 ; c o i n s ,

268 ; t o ta l , 448 p i e c e s .

M r . E l d e r ex h i b i t e d a sh e e t of t h r e e n o t e s o f t h e I r i s h R epub l i c
,

a n d $ 10, $20 an d $50 n o t e s of t h e s am e i s s u e .
M r . Wyman re ad a p ap e r o n th e M cCulla h a l fp e n ny , i s su e d i n 1739 .

Dav i s d e s c r ib e d th i s p i e c e i n h i s Tok e n s o f t h e N i n e t e e n th C e n tu ry
,
a n d i t i s

r e f e r r e d t o i n Ruding . M cCulla wa s a b r az i e r wh o p r op o s e d t o su p p ly c o i n s .
Th e p lan wa s p r op o s e d to Dea n Sw i f t

,
wh o wa s a p ol i t i c a l f a c t o r i n I r i s h
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a p o rt r a i t o f Th omas J effe r s o n . Th e fa c e of t h e $ 1 n o t e c a r r i e s a p or t ra i t o f

Ge o rge W a sh i n gton
,
a n d th e rev e r s e s i d e h a s a d e s ign of t he s p r e ad e ag l e i n

wa r l i k e a tt i t u d e c l u tc h i ng t h e Amer i can f l ag .

Th e b i l l s a r e i n t e n d e d t o re p l a c e s i l v e r c e r t i fi c a t e s , ab ou t o f

w h i c h hav e b e e n w i t h d rawn from c i r cu l a t i o n i n t h e l a s t tw o we ek s , a s t h e

s i lv e r wh i c h s e cu r e d t h em was m e l t e d i n t o bu l l i o n u n d e r t h e n ew S i l ve r a c t .

Sp ring f ie l d Coin C lu b
Th e 65 th mee t i ng of t h e Sp r i ngfi e l d Co i n C lub was h e l d May 8 t h, a t t h e

h om e o f th e s e c re ta ry
,
54 Buck i n gh am s t re e t

,
wi t h P r e s i d e n t F r az i e r i n th e

ch a i r . Memb e r s p r e s e n t M e s s r s . D rown e , F r az i e r , G . M . M or r i s , O l i v e r ,

O pp e nh e im e r
,
Pon d

,
S t on e an d A . W . M o r r i s .

Th e m i nu t e s o f t h e p r e v i ou s m e e t i n g we r e r e a d a n d app r ov e d , a f t e r wh i c h
th e r ep o r t s of t h e var i ou s c omm i t t e e s w e r e ca l l e d fo r . Th e a n n ou n c em en t
wa s mad e o f t h e r e c e i p t o f s e v e r a l c op i e s o f

“
Ch e ck L i s t o f I n c a s e d Po s tage

S tamps ,
” “
H ar d T i m e Tok e n s” a n d “Can ad i a n Co i n s a n d Tok e n s” from «M r .

Wil l i am F . Du nham
,
a n d up o n mo t i o n du ly s e c o n d e d a n d c a r r i e d a vo t e of

th an k s was ex t e n d e d t o M r . Dunh am fo r t h e s e c op i e s
,
wh i c h w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d

among th e m emb e r s
,
a f t e r tu rn i n g a s e t ov e r t o t h e L ib r a r i a n . A n n ou n c e

m en t wa s mad e o f t h e r e c e i p t o f t h e co i n age o f t h e D e nve r M i n t
,
wh i c h M r .

K i ng s o k i n d ly s e n t u s . Upo n mot i o n , a vo t e o f t h a nk s w as ex t e nd e d to M r
K i ng fo r h i s t r oub l e i n t h e mat t e r .
A . W . Mor r i s t h e n exh ib i t e d h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f Un i t e d S t a t e s c o i n s

,
a f t e r

wh i c h th e me e t i n g adj ou r n e d to me e t Ju n e 5 t h .

A . W . MORRI S
,
S e c r e t a ry -T r e a su r e r .

Mu stn’t Send U . S . Money to Fore ig n Lands

Th rou gh Mai l
Rigi d en fo r c em en t o f t h e regu l a t i o n t h a t p r ev e n t s th e s e n d i n g o f c o i n s or

cu r r e n cy th rough th e ma i l s to f o r e i gn c ou n t r i e s i s u rge d b y t h e p o s t o ffi c e
d e par tm e n t a t Wa sh i n gt on i n a n o rd e r r e c e iv e d M on day

.

I t is s e t out tha t num e rou s i n s t an c e s of mon ey b e i n g fou n d i n c l o s e d in

l e t t e r s a n d pa rc e l p o s t pa ckage s a dd r e s s e d to fo r e i gn cou n t r i e s c ome t o th e

a t t en t i o n o f t h e d ep ar tm en t r e c e n t l y
.

Un de r t h e p r oc l amat i o n i s su e d b y P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n on S e p t . 7 , 19 17, c o n

c e rn i ng th e expor t or s h i pm en t of c o i n
,
i t i s o rd e r e d th a t Un i t e d S t a t e s c o i n

o r cur r e n cy , gol d co i n s , wh e t h e r o f Un i t e d S t a t e s o r fo r e i gn m i n t age
,
an d go l d

buillion
,
b e not t ran sm it t e d t h rou g h th e mai l s t o c oun t r i e s ou t s i d e o f th e

U n i t e d S t a t e s and i t s p o s s e s s i on s
.

l h e p roh ib i t i on do e s no t i n c l ud e fo r e i gn cu r r e n cy a n d fo r e i gn s i l v e r co i n s
.
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Ab raham L i ncoln —Queen Vic toria
A n Eas t e rn c o r r e sp ond e n t w r i t e s : '

In you r Ap r i l i s su e un de r th e h ead i n g
‘Th r e e M e n— an d O n e \Yoma n .’ you giv e fi r s t p l a c e to Que en Vi c to r i a of

Gre a t B r i ta i n , a s h av i n g had mor e co i n s a n d meda l s s t ru ck i n h e r ho n or t ha n
a n y o th e r p e r s o n .
Th i s may b e so. I h ave no mea ns o f a s c e r t a i n i n g th e t o ta l numbe r of

c o i n s d en omi na t io n s s t ru ck w i th i n th e B r i t i s h Emp i r e t h r oughou t t h e wo rl d
du r i n g h e r l ong r e i gn of ov e r s i x ty ye ar s . Bu t ou r own Lin c ol n mu s t run

h e r a c l o s e rac e
,
i f i n de e d h e h a s n o t p as s e d h e r . Our mi n t r e c o rd s sh ow th e

t o ta l numb e r o f L i n c ol n c en t s i s su e d so fa r , i n c lu d i ng th e fi r s t fou r mo n th s
of t h e p r e s e n t yea r , t o b e l ,359 .654,049— a huge numb er .

Th e fi r s t L i n c ol n c e n t— why some p eop l e p e r s i s t i n c a l l i n g th i s co i n a
p e n ny i s more t ha n I c an un de r s t an d— app ea r e d i n 1909 . Ou r l aw s are su ch
tha t th e d e s i gn on a co i n mu s t r emai n u n c hang e d for twen ty-fi v e year s exc ep t
an Ac t o f Co n gre s s s h ou l d d e c re e a ch an ge . Th e Li n c ol n c e n t t h e n w i l l p rob

ab ly c on t i nu e u n t i l 1934. If i t doe s . t h e n umbe r of c o i n s i s su e d hav i n g Li n
c ol n ’s bu s t w i l l b e mu ch gr ea t e r t h an th o s e s t ru ck du r i ng Vi c t o r i a

’
s r e i gn .

Hon or to w h om h ono r i s du e . Al l h ono r t o Li n c ol n .

”

W e a r e re ady a n d w i l l i ng to h o n or L in col n —th e grea t f r i e n d o f Fr e edom .

i n all po s s i b l e ways . No ma n ha s ev e r d on e more fo r th e c au s e th an h e h as .
I n 1934

,
i t i s p o s s i b l e th a t th e Li n c ol n c en t s i s su ed w i l l ou t n umb e r t h e c o i n s

i s su e d u n d e r V i c t o r ia . I t i s p o s s ib l e bu t n o t c e r ta i n . Th e Que en ru l e d ove r

a gr ea t Emp i r e
,
a n d cou n t l e s s m i l l i on s u s e d h e r c o i n age . Bu t i t i s impo s s i b l e

to de c i d e t h e qu e s t i on t oday . Li n c ol n gav e Fr e e d om to th e s e Uni t e d S ta t e s .

Ano th e r gr ea t Ame r i ca n Pr e s i d e n t— W i l s on , w i t h a s ol i d c ou n t ry b eh i n d h im
wi l l g i ve Fr e e dom to t h e e n t i re wor l d .

Canada P laces an Embargo on Coi ns
Th e Ca n ad i an Gov e rnm en t’s a c t i o n i n p l a c i n g an emba rgo on c o l l e c t i on s

of c o i n s ( cab i n e t s o f c o i n s i s t h e exa c t t e rm ) e n t e r i n g th e D omi n i on w i l l c au s e
some i n c onv e n i e n c e to c o l l e c t o r s t h e re . Un t i l t h e e n d o f t h e war , o r u n t i l
th e emb a rgo i s r emoved

,
t h ey wi l l b e u n ab l e to r ec e iv e p arc e l s o f c o i n s fr om
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t h i s s i d e o f t h e l i n e . Canad i a n c o l l e c t o r s w i l l b e t h r own o n t h e i r own re

s ou r c e s . Th o s e l i v i n g i n o r n ea r t h e b o r d e r c i t i e s may b e ab l e t o h av e th e i r
p a r c e l s s en t t o a U . S . add r e s s an d p e r s on a l l y c on du c t t h em ov e r t h e b o rd e r .

Tho s e n o t s o fo r tu n a t e w i l l h av e t o mak e ex c h ange s w i t h o t h e r s— a p oo r

mak e sh i f t .
Upon app l i ca t i o n to t h e p r op e r au th o r i t i e s , l i c e n s e s m ay b e i s s u e d a l l ow

i ng t h e imp or t a t i o n i n t o t h e D om in i o n o f a r t i c l e s u n d e r t h e emb a rgo
,
i f t h e

a dm i s s i on i s c on s i d e r e d fo r t h e n a t i on a l good . I t i s h a r d ly p rob ab l e th a t
co l l e c t i o n s (o r pa r t s o f) wi l l b e s o c o n s i d e r e d .

A s we w r i t e t h i s , a Can ad ian c o l l e c t o r i n fo rm s u s t h a t h e h a s r e c e i v e d
a let t er

'

from t h e Commi s s i on e r o f Cu s t om s
,
O tt awa

,
s t a t i n g t h a t t h e a dm i s s i on

of c o i n s fo r c ol l e c t i o n s i n t o Ca n ad a i s p ro h ib i t e d b y th e emb a rgo
,
e x c ep t u n d e r

l i c en s e by th e Wa r B oa rd .

Ph i ladelph ia Conv en t ion Too Lat e in Year
A N ew Yo rk S t a t e c o r r e sp on d en t w r i t e s : “ I w i s h you wou l d t ry t o fi n d

ou t t h r ough t h e M on th ly, j u s t why t h e Conv e n t i o n i s to b e h e l d so l a t e t h i s

yea r . I qu i t e a g r e e w i t h you r r emark s i n t h e l a s t i s s u e 011 t h i s s ub j e c t , an d
th i n k i t s h ou l d b e h e l d mu ch e a r l i e r i n t h e y e a r . A ny t im e i n J u ly o r Augu s t
wou l d b e fa r mor e c o nve n i e n t th an O c t ob e r . A l l o th e r c o n ve n t i on s a r e h e l d
su c c e s s fu l l y du r i n g t h e summe r , bu t o n a c c ou n t o f t h e

‘h e a t’ i t s e em s a dv i s ab l e

t o h o l d t h e A . N . A . Conv e n t i o n fo r t h e c on ve n i e n c e o f a f ew— ve ry f ew

men a t a t im e wh e n i t i s m os t i n c o nv e n i e n t fo r mo s t me n t o a t t e n d
.

”

Ou r v i ew s o n t h e b e s t t ime fo r h o l d i n g t h e Co nve n t i o n a r e k n own
.
B u t

we c an no t fix t h e da t e . Tha t i s t h e p r i v i l e ge
, or du ty , of t h e B oa r d o f Gov

ernors. Th e ma t t e r m i g h t w el l b e b r ou gh t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e memb e r s

p r e s e n t t h e r e , a n d an e a r l i e r d ay b e s e t f o r n ex t ye a r .

The Export of S i lv er Coins Proh ib it ed in Eng land
A re c e n t o r d e r o f t h e B r i t i s h Gov e rnm e n t p r oh i b i t s t h e exp o r t o f a l l

S i l v e r cu r re n t mon ey o f t h a t r e a lm . Co i n s affe c t e d a r e t h e i s s u e s f r om G e o rg e

I I I 1820 t o t h e p re s e n t y ea r . Th i s o r d e r i s du e t o t h e p r e s e n t h i g h v a lu e o f
S i l v e r in N ew York an d Lond on . Th e B r i t i s h Gove rnm e n t h a s fo l l owe d t h e
exam pl e of ou r own .

The Number of S t rings in t he Harps on I rish Hal f-Penn ies
of Charles I I

-A c o l l e c t o r w ro t e u s r e c e n t ly a s k i n g fo r a l i s t o f I r i s h h a l f-p e n n i e s of

Cha r l e s I I i n s t o c k . H e a ske d the numb e r o f s t r i n gs i n t h e h a rp s o f the d i f
ferent va r i e t i e s o f e ac h y ea r

. H e h ad t h e 1680w i t h 14
,
15 a n d 17 s t r i n g s , the

168 1 wi t h 12 , 13 an d 14, t h e 1682 wi t h 12 an d 13 , t h e 1683 wi th l4— t li ree d i ffe r
e n t va r i e t i e s— an d th e 1684 w i th 14. Th i s d a t e i s v e ry ra r e . I n t h o s e o f
Jame s I I h e had t h e 168 5 wi t h 15

, t h e 1686 wi th 13 , 14 a n d 15 , an d th e 1688
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num i sma t i c e xp e r t r e c e n t l y obj e c t e d t o t h e u s e o f t h e wo rd " c ou n t e r s t amp ,
c l a im i ng t h a t i t wa s tin—Engl i s h

,
a n d n o t t o b e fou n d i n a ny o f t h e s t anda rd

d i c t i o n a r i e s . W e s upp os e t h a t ev e n d i c t i on a r i e s a r e r e v i s e d a n d b r ough t u p

to da t e a t t ime s . Th e wor d may b e un-E ngl i sh , bu t i t may n ev e r th e l e s s b e

goo d Amer i c an
,
a n d t o ou r m i n d i t ex p r e s s e s a m e an i ng a l l it s own . A

“ c ou n t e rmark” n e e d not n e c e s s a r i l y b e s t amp ed . Th e u s e o f t h e t e rm

coun t erstamped— i mp l i e s t h a t i t h a s b e e n s o t r e a t e d .

P residen t Wurtzbach Appoin ts Conven t ion

Comm ittees
Th e fo l l ow i n g c ommi t t e e s h av e b e e n ap p o i n t e d by P r e s i d e n t “Wur tzbach

f o r th e
'

Ph iladelph ia Conve n t i o n o f t h e Am e r i c a n Num i smat i c A s s o c ia t ion . t o
b e h e l d O c tob e r 5 -9 n ex t :
Commi t t e e t o O b t a i n Pap e r s t o b e R e a d a t t h e Co nve n t i o n : Howla n d

W o od , D r . E . C . M cGirk, M o r i t z Worm s e r .
Comm i t t e e t o Con du c t E l e c t i o n o f O ffi c e r s : J . P . H al e J e nk i n s , Ge o rge J .

B au e r
, J . M . O l iv e r , H . C . H i n e s .

Comm i t t e e o n P r ox i e s : J . M . O l iv e r , Far ra n Z e rb e , J . T . K e l l y , Fr e d E .

Me rr i t t .

Commi t t e e t o See th a t N om i n a t i on s a r e M ad e : Fr e d J oy , Fo s t e r La r dn e r ,
Pr e s t on C . Pon d , H i l ly e r Ryd e r .

A Correc t ion
On e o f ou r r e a d e r s s e n d s u s t h e fo l l ow i n g co r r e c t i o n i n r ega r d t o t h e

B an k N o t e Rar i ty
,
a n o t e w i t h a b a ck men t i o n e d i n t h e l a s t i s su e

o f t h e NUM I SMATI C MONTH LY . Ou r co r r e sp o n d e n t w r i t e s u s a s fo l l ow s
“
Re fe r r i ng t o y ou r exp l a n a t i o n o f th e B ank N o t e Ra r i ty m en t i o n e d i n

you r l a s t M on th l y
,
would s ay th a t n o b ank n o t e s h av e f ro n t s a n d b a ck s p r i n t e d

s e pa ra t e l y wh i c h a r e t h e n p a s t e d t oge t h e r . Th e e r r o r o c cu r r e d i n th i s way :
Al l o r n e a r l y a l l n a t i on a l b a nk n o t e s a r e p r i n t e d f rom p l a t e s b e a r i n g tw o
d en om i n a t i on s . Th e on e i n qu e s t i o n u n d oub t e d ly h a d t h r e e t e n s a n d on e
twe n t y . Th e b a ck s a r e p r i n t e d fi r s t a n d a f t e r a su ffi c i e n t t im e h a s e l ap s e d
for t h e i n k t o

‘

cu r e
’
o r d ry

,
t h ey a r e b rou g h t ou t fo r t h e f ro n t p r i n t i n g . I n

l ay i ng t h e p ap e r d own t h e s h e e t wa s r ev e r s e d
,
an d th i s r e su l t e d i n th e t op

n o t e h av i n g a t e n - do l l a r fa c e a n d a tw e n ty - d o l l a r b a ck . Th e b o t t om n ot e
w ou l d h av e a twe n ty- d o l l a r fa c e an d a t e n - do l l a r b a ck . Th e tw o m i dd l e t e n
d o l l a r n o t e s wou l d b e a l l r i gh t e x c e p t t h e i r b a ck s w ou l d b e i n v e r t e d t h e s am e
a s many o f ou r on e

,
tw o an d fi v e—d o l l a r s i l v e r c e r t ifi ca t e s a r e fou n d i n c i r en

l a t ion t o day .

”

Si lv e r Penn ies
Th e an c i e n t s i l v e r p e n ny wa s th e fi r s t s i l v e r c o i n s t ru ck off i n E n g l a nd ,

a n d th e on l y on e th a t wa s cu r r e n t amon g th e An gl o—Sax on s . Un t i l t h e r e i gn

o f Edwa rd I . t h e p e n ny wa s s t ru c k w i t h a c r o s s
,
s o d e ep ly i n d e n t e d t h a t i t

m i gh t e a s i l y b e p a r t e d i n t o two f o r h a l f- p e n c e
,
o r i n t o fou r f o r fa r t h i n gs

,

h en c e t h e s e n am e s . Copp e r p e n n i e s w e r e c o i n e d by B onlton a n d Wa t t a t S oh o

an d B i rm i n gh am , ab ou t 1797 , an d w e r e a c c ou n t e d t h e fi n e s t of B r i t i s h c op p e r
cur renc v . Th ey are v e ry va lu a b l e t o day .



J liliehl
'

s éN
'

mnisumtir zillimtfltlg

Medal l ic I l l u st rat ion of Naval H istory
( Pap e r Read B e fo r e th e B ri t i s h Num ismat i c Soc ie t v )

By THE MARQUESS O F M I LFORD HAVEN
Pas s i n g “ b r i e fly ov e r th o s e a l lu s i o n s to sea powe r and sea ba t t l e s wh i c h

a r e to b e fou n d on num e rou s a n c i e n t c o i n s . bo t h G re ek a nd Roman
,
amo n g

oth e r s on tho s e of Carausius and Allc c tus, who a s sumed th e pu rp l e i n B r i t a i n
t owa rd th e c lo s e of th e th i rd c e n tu ry

,
t h e re pub l i c s of Ge n oa and Ven i c e w e r e

t h e fi r s t p owe r s t o make p rac t i ca l u s e of th e meda l l i c a r t
,
a n d th e fi r s t g r e a t

na \ a l eve n t t hu s c e l e b ra t ed wa s th e ba t t l e of Lepa n t o
,
foug h t i n 1 5 7 1, wh e n th e

c omb i n e d f l e e t s of Ch ri s t e ndom d e fea t e d t h os e of t h e M o s l em .

Q uee n A n n e Sh il l i n g , w it h V IGO be low bust , s ig n ify i n g t h e coin h av ing bee n st ruc k
f rom s i l v er c ap t ured f rom t h e Sp a n iards .

Th e fi r s t E n gl i s h nava l me da l s c ommemora t e th e d e s t ru c t i on of th e

Span i s h A rmada , bu t s l i gh t ly i n advan c e of t h em , i n p o i n t of dat e
,
i s th e

cu r i ou s e n grav ed p l a t e . mad e fo r S ir Fran c i s D rake i n th e N e th e r l and s , i n
1586

,
a s a r e c o rd of h i s famou s voyage rou n d th e w or ld . Bu t fou r sp e c ime n s

of t h i s r ema rkab l e work , w h i c h wa s p robab l y p re s e n t e d by th e famou s s eaman
to h i s f r i e n d s

,
now su rv ive . an d on e of t h e s e , i n i t s o r i g i n a l l ea th e r ca s e . i s

ow n e d by th e l e c tu r e r .

A rmada Med al .

Th e Armada m ed a l s o f Qu ee n E l i z ab e th , a n d s ome oth e r p i e c e s com

memora t i v e of su c c e s s e s agai n s t t h e Span i a rd s du r i n g her r e i gn . we re p robab ly

d i s t r i bu t e d a s meme n t oe s
,
a n d i t i s n o t u n t i l t h e t ime of t h e Commonwea l t h

t h a t w e fi n d m eda l s s t ru c k by o rd e r o f Par l i am e n t t o b e u s e d a s n ava l r ewa rd s .
Th e s e w e r e t h e work o f t ha t gr ea t e ngrav e r

,
Thomas S imon

,
an d i n 1652 a

gold meda l i n t h r e e c l a s s e s
,
fo r f l ag o ffi c e r s

,
cap ta i n s , an d offi c e r s of l owe r
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r a n k
,
wa s i s su e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e B r i t i s h v i c t o r i e s ov e r t h e Du t ch .

Th e Du t c h w ar s o f Ch a r l e s I I fu rn i s h s ev e ra l n o t ab l e m eda l s , a n d a t
ab ou t t h e s am e t i m e t h e Ea s t I n d i a C ompany b egan t o b e s t ow me dal l i c
r ewa rd s up on su ch c ap t a i n s o f i t s s h i p s a s d i s t i ngu i s h e d t h em se l v e s i n t h e

a c t i o n s wh i c h th ey w e r e o ft e n c a l l e d up on t o figh t .

Th e r e i gn o f J am e s I I
,
h im s e l f a n a dm i r a l p r ev i ou s t o h i s a c c e s s i o n t o t h e

t h ron e , was n o t u n n a tu ra l ly mark e d by s ev e r a l n ava l m ed a l s , a n d thencefor

ward t h e i r numb e r s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s e s . Th e b a t t l e o f La H ogu e , i n wh i c h t h e
Angl o -Du tc h f l e e t p r a c t i c a l l y d e s t r oy e d th a t o f F r a n c e , wa s t h e subj e c t o f
ab ou t t h i r t y me da l s

,
a n d many b omb a r dm en t s o f C ha n n e l p o r t s d u r i n g t h e

n ex t f ew yea r s a r e r e co r d e d i n t h e s ame way .

Und e r Qu e e n A n n e t h e r e i s n o fa l l i ng off, a n d th e c o i n age i t s e l f i s ma d e
t o s e rv e a m eda l l i c pu r p o s e

,
f o r t h e n am e o f V I GO i s p l a c e d u n d e r t h e

Qu e e n
’
s bu s t o n go l d a n d s i lv e r p i e c e s s t ru ck f r om bu l l i o n c ap tu r e d f rom th e

Sp an i a rd s . Qu e e n A n n e n o t o n l y s t ru ck many n av a l m eda l s b u t
,
fo r t h e fi r s t

t im e i n ou r h i s t o ry , b e s t ow e d t h em on m en o f th e f l e e t .

Th e r e i gn o f G e o rge I sh ow s l i t t l e o f n o t e
,
bu t i n t h a t o f h i s s o n th e

many meda l s s t ru ck by P i n c h b e ck
,
i n t h e m e t a l n ame d a f t e r h i m s e l f

,
s h ow

h ow popu l a r t h i s fo rm o f c omm emo ra t i on h a d b e c ome .

Meda l commemorat i n g t h e d efeat of A dm ira l v on T romp .

Th e war w i t h Fra n c e , a t t h e c l o s e o f t h e e i gh t e e n t h c e n tu ry an d t h e

op en i n g o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h , n a tu ra l l y gav e t h e oc c a s i o n fo r m any meda l s , in
c lu d i n g —~ l a rg e s t grou p o f a l l— th o s e s t ru c k i n h on o r o f t h e immo r ta l N e l s o n .

Th e s e h a d th e ir b eg i n n i ng i n 1798 , a f t e r th e b a t t l e o f t h e N i l e , a n d so num e rou s

a r e t h ey th a t t h e l e c tu r e r
’
s c ol l e c t i on i n c l u d e s s om e t h r e e s c o r e

,
t o s ay

n o th i n g o f n um e rou s t ok e n s on wh i c h th e gl o ry o f t h e h e ro wa s re c o rd e d
.

One of th e fi r s t o f t h em wa s th e med a l s t ru c k by M r . A . D av id s o n
,
N e ls o n ’s

a g e n t a n d fr i e n d . for d i st r i bu t i o n i n t h e squ a d r o n wh i c h fou g h t a t t h e N i l e .

Mos t i n t e r e s t i n g i s a gol d b ad g e b e a r i n g N e l s on ’s b u s t a n d i n sc r i b e d w i t h
the d a t e o f t h e b a t t l e of Col

‘

ienhag
‘

en . Th e on ly o th e r k n own s p e c i m en of

th is
,
“
in th e p os s e s s ion o f M r . I

’
ayne . o f Sh e ffi e l d ,

h a s eng ra \ e d on th e b ack
CAPT . GEO . MURRAY . H .M .S . EDGAR . Th e fi na l s t age o f the G re a t \’Var
i s ma rk ed by a m eda l sh ow i ng Nap o l e o n

,
a p r i s o n e r

,
on b oa rd H

.
M

. S .

”

lie lle ro phon .

”
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(606 th e daugh t e r o f M ah ome t , by h i s w i fe Kh ad i j ah , and one o f the fou r

wom en t h e P r op het r egar ded a s per fe c t . W el l , h e n e v e r met you r Au n t o r

h e wou l d h ave made th e number fi v e .

Yes, I n o t i c e d t h a t : “
Th e finest spec imen t h a t has eve r passed t h r ough

my hand s . W hy c a nno t a cat a l oguer be mo re exp l i cit ? H ow are we t o know

what co n d i tion th e o t hers wer e in ? Some o f t h em may hav e been p lugged .

Su c h a descr ip t i on only se ts me guess ing . I t r eminds me of a col lec t or I
kn ow . H e wi ll some t imes s h ow me a twen t y-fi v e cen t c o in and solemn l y

remark
,

“Th is must be a rare c oin because I’v e only seen t his one and ano t her

in th e fo r ty years I
’
v e been c o l lec ting .” W hy,

h e has not been ou tside our

t own for twen ty years, and has nev er seen a rea l l y decen t col lect ion outside

h is own . W ou l dn’
t it open t h a t man

’
s eyes to go t o P h i ladelp h ia for th e c oin

festiv al in O c t ober ! And what a t ime h e wou l d hav e l o ok ing ov er th e fi v e

cen t t r ays ! Th is man has a v ery good col lec tion , and h is coins are decent

t hey are c lean . Some men I know sh ow me real l y rare coins in stric t ly fi ne

c on d i tion—t hat is, t hey w ould be if th e le t ters o f legen ds were not
“blo cked up

w i t h d ir t . There is no ex cuse fo r t his. Th e d i r t c ou l d eas i ly be remov ed if

a t t a cke d wit h a smal l fi ne t h orn .

Th e num ismatic c l ubs t h r oughou t th e cou n t ry are keeping up th e goo d
wo rk . One c l ub has, I no te, d ropped a member for non-payment of dues.

This is a most se r i ous offense
,
bu t I am glad t hey h ad th e goo d taste t o refr ain

fr om giv i ng th e member’s n ame. Su c h items m igh t we ll be omit ted f rom t he ir

repo r t s
,
t h ey are o f n o in teres t to c o l lec tor s gener a l ly .

Some men ar e s qu are pegs and some are r ound , bu t th e square peg fi ts

bet t e r i n t o a s qu are h o le than in to a r ou n d one. The t r oub le is, some sq uare

pegs s eem to h ave th e i d e a t hey wou l d fi t n i ce l y in t o r oun d h o les—but t hey
don’t .

I t
’
s a fu n ny t h ing, h ow collec t o rs are ge t ting it in the neck t hese day s .

Our own Gov e r nmen t p ro hib i ts th e expo r t a t i on o f go l d and cu r ren cy . This

p r o t e c t s t h e 1883 n i ck el wit h ou t th e wo r d “
CEN TS .

” B u t a l as ! the r a re Shoo t
h im on th e sp o t” i s le ft u n p r o t e c t e d .

Gr e a t B r i t a in fo rb i d s th e expo r tatio n o f a l l c u r r en cy i s s ued with in the last

hun d r e d y e ar s . Canada go e s one be t t e r, and p l a ces an emb argo on all c oins

en t e r i ng t h a t coun t ry . This p r ev en ts any c o l lec t o r ge t t ing a p ar cel of c oins

f r om t h is c ou n t ry . Th e C ana d i a n s , h owev e r , are a resou r cefu l people,
t hey

h av e t h eir
“
Sh ips—Co l on i es Comme r ce” se ries t o fal l b a ck on in a p in c h , and

I h ear t he i r b u sy b l a ck smi t h i s go ing t o s t a r t bu s ine s s aga in . W el l , h e re
’
s lu ck

t o the o l d man .

Our own Gov e rnmen t may at any t i me t h r ow a h igh exp losive s hel l i n t o

th e numi smat i c c amp and p r oh i b i t th e i mpo r t a t i on o f any more 1804 do llar s

f rom H unland . B u t , i f i t d o e s , I a s a loya l Ame r i c a n s h a l l st a n d b eh in d its
ac t i o n s .

I t
’
s a goo d t h i ng we do n o t a l l c o l l e c t o n t h e s ame l ines. I f we d i d , h ow

t i r e s om e i t wou l d b e wh en we l ook e d ov e r a n o t he r man’s c o l lec t ion . I t i s

p e rh ap s fo r tu n a t e t h e r e are no t ma ny c o l l e c t o r s l i k e you r
UN C LE GEORGE .
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The W i l son-Persh ing Medal s

Alan R . Hawl ey
,
Pr e s i d e n t of th e Ae ro C lub o f Amer i ca

.
r e c e iv ed f rom

th e Fre n ch d e s i g n e r
, J . P . Le Gastelois. two b ro n z e medal s , one of Pre s i d e n t

W i l s on , th e ot h e r of Gen e ra l Pe r sh i n g . O n th e obve r s e s i d e o f t h e fi r s t i s
a n exc e l l e n t l i k e n e s s of th e P re s id en t i n ba s - r e l i e f . O n t h e r ev e r s e s i d e i s a
de s ign of a n Ame r i c an eagl e an d th e Un i t e d S t a t e s sh i e l d w i t h t h e w ord s

E Plu r i bu s U n um .

" At th e s i de s a nd b o t t om of th i s a re th e word s .
“Lib e r ty .

Ju s t i c e
,
Peac e . Aroun d t h e edge i s th i s l i n e : “A M r . A l a n R Hawl ey, p t . d e

L
’
Aero Club d ’

Am er ique— Hommage , Resp e c tu eux d e l
’

Auteur .

On th e obve r s e s i d e of t h e o th e r me da l i s a ba s - r e l i e f o f Gen e ra l Pe r sh i n g .

On th e r ev e r s e s i d e i s a d e l i c a t e d e s i g n of Ameir can so l d i e r s , th e S t a r s an d

S t r i p e s fly i n g . ha s t e n i ng to th e f ron t , wi th a i rp la n e s s oa r i ng above a nd a b ig

can n on i n a c t i o n a t th e l e f t . B el ow ar e th e wo rd s “For Hon or a nd Li b e rty of

Nat i on s .
”
Around th e edge i s th e s ame l i n e a s on t h e ot h e r me da l .

Th e po r t ra i t s we r e mad e fr om pho t ograph s fu r n i s h e d th e a r t i s t by M r
H aw l ey .
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West Ind ia Coinag e Notes
( P r ep a r e d fo r M eh l

’s Num i sma t i c M on th ly )
B y M . SORE N SE N

When th e i s l a n d o f H ay t i b e cam e i n d ep e n d en t o f F r a n c e i n 1804,
i t f e l l

i n t o t h r e e wa r r i ng c ommun i t i e s w i t h gove r nme n t s o c cu pyi ng t h e n or t hwe s t e r n
,

t h e s ou t hwe s t e r n
,
an d t h e e a s t e r n s e c t i o n s . I n 1882 t h e e n t i r e i s l a n d wa s

u n i t e d u n d e r t h e p r e s i d e n cy o f J e a n P i e r r e B oye r ; bu t i n 1843 t h e t e r r i t o ry
was aga i n d i v i d e d i n t o t h e p r e s e n t R e pub l i c s o f H ay t i a n d S an t o D om i ngo .

Th e c o i n ag e o f t h e n o r th e r n r ep ub l i c
,
fi r s t i s su e d i n 1807

,
und e r t h e p r e s i

d e n ey o f H en r i Ch r istph e, c on s i s t e d o f E scalins a n d t h e i n s c r ip t i o n MON
NO I E D ’HA IT I on t h e obv e r s e

,
a n d on r ev e r s e a c r own e d s h i e l d b e a r i ng

t h e i n i t i a l s H C of t h e P r e s i d e n t . I n 1812 Ch r i s t op h e a s sum e d t h e t i t l e o f

K i n g
,
a n d a s H en ry I i s s u e d c o i n s b e a r i ng h i s ' bu s t a n d t h e n ew l y c o n t r i v e d

a rm s o f t h e K i n gd om . S eve ra l p a t t e r n s , e sp e c i a l l y o f t h e s i lv e r Gou r d e , w er e
mad e fo r t h i s s e r i e s .

Tort ola, N ec essity P iece .

Th e c o i n age o f t h e mu l a t t o r e pu b l i c i n t h e s ou t h o f t h e i s l an d b e gan i n
t h e P r e s i d e n cy o f A l ex an de r P e t i o n ( 1807- 18 19 ) a n d c on s i s t e d o f 25 , 12 an d 6
C en t im e p i e c e s . O n th e obve r s e o f t h e s e c o i n s i s fou n d a t rop h y o f m i l i t a ry

a rms , a n d o n t h e r ev e r s e t h e d a t e o f i n d ep e n de n c e a s AN X I , bu t m or e o ft e n
w i t h A rab i a n num e ra l s , w i th i n a s e rp e n t c i r c l e . I n 18 17 t h e p o r t ra i t o f P e t i o n
app e a r e d o n t h e c o i n s , a s l a t e r d i d a l s o t h a t o f h i s su c c e s s o r B oy e r , wh o by
1822 h ad b e c om e r e cogn i z e d a s P r e s i d e n t o f t h e wh ol e i s lan d . Fo r o n t h e
l a t t e r d a t e San D om in go , wh i c h h a d b e e n t ak e n by t h e E ng l i s h i n 1809 a n d
l a t e r c e d e d to Sp a i n , aga i n s e cu r e d i n d e p e n d en c e a n d j o i n e d t h e r epu b l i c i n
t h e w e s t .

Th e c o i n s i s s u e d by t h i s r e pu b l i c o f a u n i t e d H ay t i h av e o n t h e r e v e r s e
t h e c on su l a r fa s c e s a n d th e l egen d LI B ERTE EGALITE . I n 1843 t h e i s l a n d
was aga i n sp l i t u p i n t o two r e pu b l i c s o f H ay t i a n d o f S an D omi ngo

.

Th e R epub l i c o f H ay t i w a s p r o c l a im ed an emp i r e i n 1849 by th e P r e s i d e n t
,

Fau s t i n Sou l ou qu e , wh o w i t h t h e t i t l e of Fau s t i n 1 h e l d sway u n t i l 1858
,

wh e n th e r e pu b l i ca n t i t l e o f P r e s i d e n t wa s r e s t o r e d by Geff ra r d .
Co pp e r

c o i n s o f t h e va l u e o f 6, 2 a n d 1 C en t i m e s w e r e s t ru c k by th e t i tu l a r Emp e r o r

Fau s t i n a n d b ea r h i s p o r t ra i t
,
a s d o al s o t h e c o in s i s su e d i n t h e P r e s i d e n cy o f

Ge ff ra rd a n d No rd A l ex i s . A mo n e t a ry l aw o f 1880p r ov i d e d fo r a c o i n a g e o f
go l d an d s i l v e r wi t h a u n i t c a l l e d a G ou rd e . N o go l d c o i n s h av e b e e n s t ru ck

,

but th e s i l v e r G ou rd e , wh i c h i s e qu i va l e n t t o t h e fi v e- f ran c p i e c e o f th e La t i n
Un i o n , an d i t s d i v i s i on s , we r e i s su ed i n 188 1 .

Th e fi r s t c o i n s i s su e d by Sa n t o D omi n go w e r e sma l l Cu a r t i l l a s b e a r i n g

s imp ly th e n am e o l t h e c ou n t ry on one s i d e an d o n th e o th e r t h e v a lu e
,

a n d
th e d a te . Th e l aw of 1889 e s t a b l i s h e d a m on e t a ry sy s t em w i t h a s i l v e r
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fi r s t by a p r i va t e c omp any , t h e n by t h e Gove r nm e n t , t o r em edy t h e d i ffi cu l ty .

Th e s h o r t l i f e o f t h e F r e n c h Ea s t I n d i a C omp any ( 1664-1 677) a c c ou n t s f o r

t h e r e su l t s o f i t s w e l l - p l a n n e d co l on i a l c o i n age
,
wh i ch c on s i s t e d o f s i l v e r a nd

c opp e r . I n 17 16 t h e Gov e r nme n t u n d e r t ook t o p r ov i d e a su i t ab l e cu r r e n cy
f o r t h e Ame r i c a n co lo n i e s , wh i c h wa s f o l l owe d i n 1721 b y a s e c o n d c o l o n i a l
c o i n age o f a ge n e ra l n a tu r e . Th e typ e s of t h e l a t t e r c on s i s t e d o f two L’s i n
s a l t i r e a n d o n th e r e v e r s e CO LO N I E S FRAN CO I SES . Mor e e sp e c i a l l y fo r
t h e An t i l l e s w e r e t h e s i l v e r c o i n s o f 12 a n d 16 5 015 v a l u e , s t ru ck i n 173 1-2 .

t h ough t h ey b ea r t h e d e s ign a t i o n I SLE S DU VENT . Th e obve r s e o f t h e s e
c o i n s b ea r s t h e p o r t ra i t bu s t o f t h e K i ng .

Aga i n i n 1767 c op p e r Sou s w e r e i s s u e d by t h e F r e n c h Gov e r nm en t fo r
h e r Ame r i c a n co l o n i e s

,
wh i c h l a t e r w e r e cu r r e n t i n Gu ad e l oup e

,
bu t ge n e ra l l y

countermarked R F . Th e countermarked n e c e s s i ty p i e c e s w e r e a l a rge a n d

s t r i k i ng fe a tu r e o f t h e mak e s h i f t cu r r e n cy o f Gu ad e l oup e . Fo r t h i s pu rp o s e
t h e c o i n s o f mafiy c ou n t r i e s we re l a i d u n d e r c o n t r i b u t i o n , i n c l u d i ng a l s o t h os e

o f t h e mo t h e r c ou n t ry . B u t Sp a n i s h s i l v e r
,
e s p e c i a l l y t h e P e s o

,
was t h e c h i e f

c o i n wh i c h t h e c ou n t e rmark c onve r t e d i n t o th e l aw ful cu r r e n cy o f Gu ad e l oup e .

I n o r d e r t o p rovi d e p i e c e s o f l ow e r va lu e t h e P e s o wa s cu t i n t o s e c t i o n s
a n d th e s e c t i o n s coun termarked .

I n 1897 t h e m i n t a t Pa r i s s t ru c k fo r Gu ad e l oup e B on s d e C a i s s e i n n i ck e l
o f t h e d e n om i n a t i o n of a Fra n c a n d y. F ran c . Th e typ e s o f t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g
t ok e n c o i n age .a re , o n obve r s e , a fi n e I nd i a n h ea d an d on r ev e r s e a t r e e .

Gourd e , H a it i.

Th e p o s s e s s i on s o f H o l l a n d i n t h e W e s t I n d i e s c o n s i s t o f a p o r t i o n o f th e

i s l a n d o f S t . Mar t i n an d t h e i s l a n d o f Cu ra c a o . Th e ea r l y cu r re n cy o f S t .
M a r t i n i n c lu d e d a g r e a t d ea l o f cu t a n d countermarked Span i s h P e so s .

S im i l a r n e c e s s i ty c o i n s w e r e emp l oy e d i n Cu ra c ao . but i n 182 1-22 a s p e c i a l

c o i n age o f Re a l s a n d S tu i ve r s we r e i s su e d fo r t h e i s l a n d .

O n a c c ou n t o f t h e a l l i e d n a tu r e o f t h e su b j e c t i t m i gh t not b e am i s s h e r e
t o g i v e a f ew n o t e s o n the c o i n age fo r th e B r i t i s h a n d Fre n c h p o s s e s s i on s i n
Ce n t ra l a n d Sou t h Ame r i c a .

B r i t i s h H on du ra s c am e i n t o p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e En g l i s h i n 1667 , t h e ow n e r
s h i p b e ing fi n a l l y ac kn ow l e d ge d an d co nfi rm e d by th e Sp an i s h i n 1783 . Th e
fi r s t s p ec i a l c o i n age fo r th e c o l ony wa s p r ov i d e d i n 1885

,
an d wa s l im i t e d t o

the b ro n z e C en t . La t e r th e s am e p rov i s i o n o f a s i l v e r c o i n age was mad e

fo r t h i s c o l ony a s fo r Canada. an d c on s i s t e d o f a Fi f ty - Ce n t p i e c e . a Tw en ty

fi v e-Cen t p iece . an d a Ten - Cen t p i e c e . A l l t h e c o i n s o f th e c o l o n y are s t ru c k

i n Eng lan d .
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The c ol o n y ca l l e d l r it is h Gu i a n a c o n s i s t s o f D eme ra ra
,
Es s e qu ibo a n d

B e rb i c e , wh i ch was c aptu r ed from th e Du t ch i n 1803 . Th e fi r s t E n gl i sh
c o i n age of 1809 r e t a i n ed th e mo n e ta ry sy s t em o f th e Dut ch

,
and p i e c e s o f 3

Gu i l d e r s . 2 Gu i l d e r s , l Gu i l d e r , and i t s H al f a n d Qua r te r w e r e s t ru c k for th e

co l o n y . In 1839 t h i s sy s t em was abol i s h e d a n d th e Amer i ca n sys t em w i th

th e Do l l a r a n d i t s d iv i s i on s ad op t ed .
but no c o i n s on th i s sys t em we re eve r

s t ruc k , th e cu r r e n cy of th e c ol o n y b e i n g c ompos e d ch i efly of l ega l i z ed s i l v e r

of n e i g hb o ri n g c ou n t r i e s . In 189 1 a Fou rp e n c e p i e c e was s t ru ck for B ri t i sh
Gu i a n a and th e \ 'Ves t I nd i e s

,
wh i c h was exac t ly e qu i va l e n t to th e S tu i v e r

or B i t .

Th e Fre n c h Co l o n y of Cayenn e or Fre n ch Gu i a n a ,
wh i ch h a s b e e n a

p e n a l c o l ony s i n c e t h e l a t t e r pa r t o f th e e igh t e e n th c e n tu ry
,
ha s n eve r d eve l

op ed to su ch a degr e e a s t o re qu i r e a s pe c i a l c oi n age o f a n y impor tan c e .

Th e fi r s t m ea su re l o ok i ng to a p rov i s i o n of a cu r re n cy for th e c o l o n y
was th e e d i c t of Lou i s XV I

,
da t e d D e c embe r 10. 1779 ,

ord e r i n g th e t ra n s fe r
to t h e c o l ony of Liv r e s of r e t i r e d b i l l i o n doub l e s Sol s o f Fra n c e ; a n d
t h e supp ly of su c h c o i nage b e i n g exhau s t e d b e fo r e t h e amou n t n amed i n th e
e d i c t wa s mad e up . n ew p i e c e s w e r e s t ru ck . and w i t h th e same d ev i c e , a

c row n e d l e t t e r C
,
a s was emp l oyed fo r coun termarking t h e re t i re d 2 Sol s

p i e c e s : a n d , a s i n th e l a t t e r c a s e , t h e new p i e c e s w e r e s tamp ed on 0 2 2C s i d e

on ly .

Dol lar , Sa n to Dom i n g o.

Agai n
,
i n 178 1 an ed i c t i s su e d made p r ov i s i on fo r a sp e c i a l c oi nage for

t h e Fre n ch An t i l l e s
,
I s l e d e B ou rb on , an d fo r Cayen n e ;bu t th e Th r e e So l s

p i e c e s o rd e r e d by th e c o l ony d i d not c ome i n t o c i rcu l a t i o n , an d i n 1782 a

b i l l i o n D oub l e Sou,
va lu e d a t Liv r e , was s t ru ck .

I n 18 18 Lou i s XVI I I s t ru c k for Guayanne Franca i s e b i l l i o n 10 Ce n t ime s
p i e c e s

,
w i th th e c r own ed monogram o f th e Ki ng on t h e obve r s e . Thi s co l o n y

al s o r e ce iv ed p a r t o f a gen e ra l c o l on ia l co i n age i n b ro n z e o f 10an d 5 Ce n t im e s
p i e c e s i s su e d i n 1825 an d de s t i n e d for al l t h e Fr e nch co l on i e s . Th e s e p i e c e s
b ea r th e e ffigy of Char l e s X . Th e s e b ron z e p i e ce s w e r e h eavy an d we r e

p ra c t i ca l ly rej e c t e d by t h e c ol on i s t s . M ore su c c e s s fu l was t h e i s su e o f b i l l i o n
10 Ce n t ime s p i e c e s i n 1846, wh i ch a r e s t i l l i n c i rcu l a t i on , c o i n s p opu la r ly
d e s i gnat e d M ar qu e s B la n c s .

Pr i o r to 1915 th e Repub l i c of Cuba had no i n dep end en t co i n age . t h e
mo n ey cu r r e n t i n t h e i s l a n d was t ha t of many cou n t r i e s , ch i efly o f th e Un i t e d
S ta t e s

,
M ex i c o

,
Fran c e

, Spa i n an d Engla n d . Bu t i n th a t y ea r Cub a i s su e d i t s
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fi r s t co i n age
,
b a s e d o n th e go l d p e s o a s th eunit . Th e n ew c o i n s c o n fo rm i n

fi n en e s s an d v al u e t o t h o s e o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s o f t h e s am e d en om i na t i o n s .

A t t h e s am e t im e an o rd e r wa s i s su e d p roh ib i t i ng t h e c i r cu l a t i n g o f fo r e ign
c o i n s ex c ep t t h o s e o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s

,
an d t h e f o rm e r c o n fu s i o n wa s a t

a n e n d .

Th e n ew Cu ban c o i n s w e r e s t ru c k a t t h e Ph i l a d e l p h i a m i n t , an d a r e i n
t h e fo l l ow i ng d en om in a t i o n s : 1

,
2
,
4
,
5
,
10 an d 20 P es o s i n Go l d ; 10, 20 a n d

40 Cen t avo s , a n d 1 P e s o i n s i l v e r , a n d 1 , 2 a n d 5 Ce n t av o s i n inckel . Th e s e
c o i n s a r e i n v e ry p r et ty

i

desig ns an d do c r e d i t t o t h e you n g r epu b l i c .

A s e a r ly a s 1740 t h e Dan i s h Gove r nmen t e s t ab l i s h e d a sp e c i a l c o i n age fo r
i t s W e s t I n d i e s p os s e s s i o n s , n ow th e V i rg i n I s l a n d s o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s , a n d
th e r e wa s n o v e ry l on g i n t e r ru p t i on o f th i s c o i n ag e s i n c e i t s i n c ep t i o n . Th e
fi r s t c oi n s i s su e d by Ch r i s t i a n V I we r e Sk i l l i n gs a n d i t s mu l t i p l e s i n c opp e r
a n d s i l v e r . Th e typ e s o f t h e s e c o i n s w e r e , o n obv e r s e , t h e r oya l m o n o g ram
an d on t h e r ev e r s e o f t h e s i l v e r

,
a s h i p u n d e r s a i l

,
wh i l e t h e c op p e r p i e c e s

b ea r on r ev e r s e s imp l y t h e s t a t em e n t o f t h e i r v a l u e a n d t h e d a t e . Th e s e
d e n om i na t i on s a n d typ e s c o n t inu e d u n t i l t h e r e i gn o f F r e d e r i ck V I ( 1808

wh e n a c r ow n e d sh i e l d o f a rm s r ep l a c e d th e r oya l m onogram on th e
n ew c o i n age , wh i c h c o n s i s t e d o f a D oub l e Re a l o f 20 Sk i l l i n gs , a R ea l 10,
an d a S tu b e r o f 2 Sk i l l i ngs . On e t h e s i l v e r c o i n s w h i c h F r e d e r i c k V I I
i s su e d fo r th e W e s t I n d i e s i s f ou n d t h e h ea d o f t h e K i ng

,
a n d o n t h e r e ve r s e

t h e e a r l i e r i n s c r i p t i o n , DAN SK AM E R ICAN SK MYNT
,
i s s u p e r s e d e d by

DAN SK V ESTIN DISK MONT .

Du r i n g 1859- 1862 a n ew c o i n ag e wa s i s su ed , c o n fo rm i ng i n va lu e w i t h

t h e F ren c li —or Lat i n Un i on
,
r a t h e r— an d U . S . sy s t em . Th e d e n om i na t i o n s

wa s 20,
10,

5 an d 3 Cen t s i n s i l v e r
,
a n d 1 Cen t i n b ro n z e . Obve r s e o f t h e s e

p i e c e s h ave : FRED ER I K V I I . KONGE AF DANMARK . Hea d t o r i gh t
,

b e l ow ,
1859 . R e ve r s e : DAN SK VE STIN D ISK MONT . Sh ip ; b e l ow , 20

CENTS . R e ed e d edge . 26 mm . Th e 10
, 5 an d 3 C en t p i e c e s a r e s im i l a r .

ex c e p t i n g va lu e . Th e 1 Ce n t p i e c e i s o f a d iff e r e n t d e s i gn .

Aga i n i n 1905 a new c o i n age was i s su e d , t h i s t im e 1 an d 2 Fran c s , a n d 50
B i t s ( 10 Cen t s ) i n s i l v e r , 25 B i t s ( 5 Ce n t s ) i n n i ck e l an d 5 B i t s ( 1 Cen t ) i n
b r onz e .

Col lec tors and Col lec tors —Reasonab le
and Un reasonab le

Eve ryon e i n t e r e s t e d i n c o i n s mu s t b e i mp r e s s e d w i t h th e fa c t t h a t t h e r e
a r e b o th r ea s on ab l e a n d u n r e a s onab l e c ol l e c t o r s . O f c ou rse i t m ay b e s a i d

th a t d ea l e r s a r e d i v i d e d i n t o t h e sam e two c l a s s e s . bu t i t i s o f c o l l e c t o r s th a t

w e wr i t e t od ay .

Th e d e a l e r i s b r ou g h t t h rough h i s bu s i n e s s ,
i n t o c on ta c t w i th c o l l e c to r s

r e s id ing i n d i ffe r e n t s e c t i o n s of t h i s c ou n t ry and Can ada
,
b e c au s e n o on e

ca n advan c e v e ry fa r on th e numi sma t i c ro a d w i t h ou t h av i n g a s ou r c e o f

su pp ly a n d t h i s i s g e n e ra l ly a d ea l e r . Th e gr ea t maj o r i ty o f c o l l e c t o r s ob t a i n
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Cat a l ogu e r s a n d d e a l e r s
. wh o d evo t e t h e wh o l e o f th e i r t i m e t o t h e i r bu s i n e s s ,

hav e a r i gh t t o b e p a i d fo r t h e i r s e rv i c e s t h e s am e a s m e n engage d i n any

ot h e r bu s i n e s s o r p r o fe s s i o n .

A no th e r c o l l e c t o r r e tu rn e d a c o i n t o u s
,
exp l a i n i ng t h a t i t wa s n o t t h e

lot h e h a d me an t t o b i d on . I n t h e numb e r o f t h e l o t h e h a d m i s t ak e n a 7 f o r
a 9 . Th e two l o t s we r e o f ab ou t s im i l a r v a lu e . Th i s m i s t ak e wa s n o t ou r
fau l t . H e wa s ge n e r ou s e n ough t o adm i t t h i s , y e t t h i r ty o d d d ay s a ft e r th e

s al e h e c o o l l y r e tu r n e d t h e l o t .

Th i s i s u n r ea s o n ab l e . We hav e no mean s o f k n ow i n g wha t l o t s h e

mea n t t o b i d o n ap a r t f r om h i s b i d s h e e t . I t wa s t ak e n for g ra n t e d h e wa s
b i d d i n g on th e l o t s h e wan t e d .

Th e r e i s a l s o th e e n thu s i a s t i c c o l l e c t o r wh o s e b i d s s e cu r e m or e l o t s th a n

h e ca n s p a r e ca s h t o p ay for . H e b i t e s off mor e th an h e c a n c h ew . To ge t
out of t h e d i l emma , h e exam i n e s ev e ry c o i n s e n t w i t h t h e s t ro n g e s t g l a s s h e

c an b or row
,
s e a r ch i n g fo r r e a s o n s t o r e tu r n e n ough t o b r i n g t h e au c t i o n b i l l

w i t h i n h i s m ean s . Th i s d on e
,
h e r em i t s f o r t h o s e k e p t a n d r e tu r n s t h e b a la n c e

w i t h s om e t r i v i a l ex cu s e . I t i s h a rd ly wo r t h wh i l e m e n t i on i n g t h e s p e cu l a t o r
wh o imagi n i n g h e c ou l d s e l l a c o i n off e r e d i n a s a l e , a t a good p r ofi t , s e n d s
a f ew b id s . I f t h e l o t i s s e cu r e d . a n d h e s e l l s i t , h e s e t t l e s t h e a c c ou n t . I f h e
c a n n o t s e l l t h e l o t i s r e tu r n e d a f t e r a l ong d e l ay

,
wi t h o r w i th ou t a n excu s e .

Th i s ma n on c e kn own n ev e r ge t s a s e c o n d c h an c e .

Un r e a s o n ab l e c o l l e c t o r s a r e o f t e n s o th r ough l ack o f k n ow l ed ge a n d
exp e r i e n c e . To th i s c l a s s w e wou l d s ay

,
Pu t you r s e l f i n ou r p l a c e . T r e a t

u s a s y ou wou l d l i k e t o b e t r e a t ed . Tah t
’
s a l l t h e r e i s to i t . D o u n t o th e

d ea l e r a s you w ou l d h av e t h e d e a l e r d o t o you . Th e u n r ea s on ab l e c o l l e c t o r
,

h owev e r , i s fo r tu n at e l y t h e ex c ep t i on a n d n o t t h e ru l e . By fa r t h e gr e a t e r
m aj o r i ty o f c o l l e c t o r s a r e fa i r a n d r e a s on ab l e a n d a s ou r c e o f p l ea sur e i n t h e i r
t ra n s ac t i on s w i t h t h e d e a l e r .

Rochester Num i smat ic A s soc iation
Th e 148 th me e t i n g o f t h e Ro ch e s t e r N um i sm at i c A s s o c i a t i o n wa s h e l d a t

t h e H o t e l Ro ch e s t e r on Tu e s d ay
,
Ju n e 18th . M e e t i n g c a l l e d to o rd e r by

th e P re s i d e n t
,
M r . H . H . Yaw g er .

M emb e r s p r e s e n t : M e ss r s . Yawg er , W . H . Ambe rg
,
W

'

o od bu ry
,
Wool s ey

,

L . G . Ambe rg, Plumb , D r . Han d l e r H i ck s , B u r l i n g , ior radaile
,
Maunov ry ,

Loizeau
, D r . T i l l o t s on, G i l l e t t e , Sava g e , B au e r and S imm o n d s .

On W ed n e s d ay , Ju n e t h
,
19 18

, t h e R . N . A . memb e r s e n j o y e d a d el i gh t

fu l ou t i n g . Th ey l e f t Ro ch e s t e r a t p . m . a n d d rov e t o S odu s Po i n t
,
wh e r e

th ey sa t d own t o a sp l e n d i d d i n n e r a t th e H a r r i s H o t e l . Notw i t h s t a n d i n g the

ra i n t h ey e n j oy ed t h em s e l ve s v e ry mu c h ; s ev e ra l o f t h em we r e su c c e s s fu l a s

fi s h e rm e n , h a v i n g c au g h t s e v e ra l fi s h . Th e r i d e wa s ab ou t e ig h ty—fi v e m i l e s .
A ph o t o g ra p h w as t a k e n b y M r . Bu r l i n g i n fr on t o f th e h o t e l . Th e pa r ty

r e tu rn e d t o Ro ch e s t e r ab ou t p . in .

M r . B au e r su g g e s t e d t h a t the memb e r s i n turn h ave a n exh i b i t o f c o i n s
a t e a ch m e e t i n g .

M e e t i n g adj ou r n e d to Tu e sd ay
,
Ju ly 2ud

,
19 18 .

H . AM BERG
. Sec re tar v .
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W ith The Ed itor

Oc tober —A Num ismat i c Mont h
Al l work and no p l ay mak e s Jack a du l l b oy , an d Jack i s n ot a l o n e i n

t h i s
.
I t w i l l h av e th e same e ffe c t on Tom , D i c k a n d Har ry . Bu t on t h e o th e r

han d
,
a l l p l ay an d n o work ha s i t s d rawback s a l s o— e sp e c i a l l y for numi smat i s t s .

Augu s t i s a fi n e mo n t h for a h ol i day, so i s S ep t emb e r , bu t b ot h a r e pa s t

now a n d O c t ob e r , t h e numi smat i c mo n th , i s w i th u s onc e mor e . A few , a

s e l e c t f ew
,
w i l l b o r row a few days fr om i t to devo t e to p l e a su re , bu t even

bo r r ow e d day s have t o b e r epa i d .

Th a t ’s t h e wors t of bo rrow i ng— h av i ng to pay ba ck . A fr i e nd of ou rs t o l d

u s o n c e
,
h e was exp e c t i n g a v i s i t f r om a ra th e r advan c e d co l l e c to r , an d l a ck i ng

s eve ra l ra r i t i e s i n a s e r i e s h e wa s par t i cu l a r ly i n t e r e s t e d i n , he— b e i ng a n x i ou s
to make a good s h ow i ng t o h i s v i s i t or—bo r rowed th em from . a more for tu

na t e co l l e c t o r . Th e s ch eme tu rn e d ou t w el l an d h e was dul y c omp l imen t e d

on h i s c o l l e c t i on
.
H e re tu rn e d th e b o r rowe d p i e c e s— bu t a f t e r do i n g so t h e r e

s e eme d to b e s ome th i ng w ro n g w i t h h i s c ol l e c t i on . H e kn ew what i t was ,

th ough
.
an d wro t e u s r e sp e c t i ng h i s wan t s .” W e wer e ab l e to supp ly th em

an d now h e i s happy . H e h a s th e good s , an d c an sh ow th em at any t ime .

Dut iesWe A l l Hav e to Perform
Th e r e a r e sa c re d du t i e s th a t a l l m en a r e ca l l e d upon to p e r fo rm . Thos e

t oward s wi fe an d ch i l d r en can no t b e d i s r egard ed . He h a s a s sumed th e s e an d

mu s t m ee t an d d i s ch a rge th em h o n o rab ly . N o man can do o th e rw i s e . Bu t

th e r e a r e oth e r du t i e s n on e th e l e s s s a c r ed . Thos e t owards h i s moth e r an d h i s

cou n t ry
. To e ac h h e ow e s a du ty h e ca n n eve r fu l l y r epay . He owe s h i s l i f e

to h i s mo th e r— h i s f r e e dom t o h i s c ou n t ry . Today h i s mo th e r- coun t ry i s

ca l l i n g t o h im for h e l p . Shal l s h e cal l in vai n ?

Th r ough th e Lib e r ty and V i c t o ry B ond s h e can h e l p h e r —a nd by s o

doi n g h e i s fo rwa rd i n g h i s own b e s t i n t e r e s t s an d s a feg ua rd i n g th o s e of h i s

dep en d en t s
.
Our c ou n t ry do e s n ot d eman d ou r money a s a gi f t She a sk s

for i t a s a l oan a n d give s gi l t - e dged s e cu r i ty . Our l i v e s , our l i b e r ty , dep e n d

on th e su c c e s s o f th e A l l i e d a rm s . Le t u s make i t su r e— we c an d o so i f w e

l i s t e n
,
a n d r e sp on d t o ou r c ou n t ry’s ca l l .
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Ch ina Takes S t eps Towards a Gold Coinage
A Londo n T ime s d i s pa t c h f rom Pek i n s t a t e s t h a t a P r e s i d e n t i a l man

da t e wa s i s su e d du r i n g Au gu s t
,
au t h or i z i n g t h e i s su e o f go l d t r e a su ry n o t e s .

I t i s an n ou n c e d t h a t t h i s i s d o n e “ i n v i ew o f fa c i l i t a t i n g i n t e r na t i on a l t rad e

a n d p r epa r i n g fo r t h e adop t i on o f a cu r r e n cy sy s t em on a go l d b a s i s . Th e
r egu l a t i o n s p r e s c r i b e d by th e man da t e a r e d e s i gn e d to p r e p a r e th e w ay fo r

th e c o n summat i o n of a J ap an e s e l oa n o f ye n go l d n o t e s
,
wh i c h

wou l d r ema i n i n Jap an a s a r e s e r ve fo r th e i s su e i n Ch i n a o f y e n

i n gol d n o t e s . Th e s e w i l l b e c on v e r t i b l e wh e n c o i n s a r e m i n t e d on a gol d
b a s i s .

Our own fo rm o f gov e r nme n t- r epu b l i c a n ism— i s mak i n g g i a n t s t r i d e s
t h r ough ou t t h e w o r l d . I n no p l a c e i s t h i s mo r e e v i d e n t t h a n i n Ch i n a , wh e r e

a f t e r t h ou sa n d s o f y ea r s o f im p e r i a l ru l e . r e pub l i c a n i sm i s n ow e s tab l i s h e d .

W ha t t h e fu tu r e h o l d s for Ch i n a i t i s imp o s s i b l e t o s ay . B u t Ch i n a— f r e e
,

enh g h tened a n d d emoc ra t i c— w i t h h e r t e em i ng m i l l i o n s o f p opu l a t i o n , p o s

s e s s e s u n l im i t e d p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

Ind ia, The Grav e Yard of Go ld Coi ns
Th e r e i s a s h o r tage o f go l d c o i n s i n t h e w o r l d t o d ay

,
a n d t h e qu e s t i on

i s o f t e n a sk e d , “W h a t h a s b e c ome o f a l l t h e go l d c o i n s i s s u e d t h r ough ou t
t h e wo rl d ? ”

A t rem en dou s am ou n t i s h e l d i n t h e t r e a su ry v au l t s o f t h e d iff e r e n t

n a t i on s . Th e gr e a t b an k s h av e t h e i r go l d r e s e rv e s . B u t
,
a n amou n t i t i s

impo s s i b l e t o e s t i ma t e i s h i d d e n— bu r i e d— th rough ou t I n d i a
.

Gol d c o i n s w e r e fi r s t i s su e d ov e r tw e n ty - fi v e hu n d r e d y e a r s ag o.
Th ey

we re m i n t e d i n I n d i a b e fo re i t s i nva s i o n by A l e x a n d e r t h e Gr e a t
. \Vh ile s ome

o f t h e I n d i a n m i n t e d go l d h a s b e e n r emov ed
,
i t i s e s t i ma t e d t h a t by fa r t h e

gr ea t e r am ou n t s t i l l r ema i n s t h e r e— h i dd e n . Th e go l d m i n t e d e l s ewh e r e t ha t
has e n t e r e d I n d i a mu s t h av e an e n o rm ou s va lu e

,
an d mos t o f i t h a s rema i n ed

th e r e . P ra c t i c a l ly e ve ry g o l d c o i n t h a t e n t e r s a n d b e c om e s t h e p ro p e r ty o f
a na t i v e i s h oa rd e d by h im . A t h i s d e a t h a n o th e r may i n h e r i t— or i f i t h a s

b e e n bu r i e d sa fe l y , th e s e c r e t d i e s wi t h t h e own e r . Th e na t i v e p r i n c e s
,
t h e

t emp l e s a n d th e p r i e s t s p os s e s s e n o rmou s board s o f g ol d o f a l l c ou n t r i e s an d

p e r i od s . At t im e s a board , bu r i e d long c e n tu r i e s ago .
i s u n e a r th e d

. To s u ch

lu c ky fi nd s we ow e ma n y c h o i c e go l d c o i n s
,
s om e m i n t b e fo r e th e t im e of

E uc rat ides. I n d i a h o l d s fa r m ore t h a n i t s s h a r e o f t h e go l d c o °

n s m i n t e d
du r i n g the l a s t two th ou sa n d y ea r s

.

The Great Seal ofThe Un i ted S t at es Designed by a B ri t isher
Th e gr e a t s e a l o f t h e U n i t e d S ta t e s was ad op t e d by Con g r e s s one h und re d

l l l d th i r ty- s i x y e a r s ag o. Th e d e s i g n was su g ge s t e d by S i r J oh n P re s tw i c h ,

a n em i n en t Engl i sh an t i qua ry . to J oh n Adam s . t h e n U n i t e d S ta t e s M i n i s t e r
to G rea t B r i t a i n , a n d wa s fo rma l ly a c c e p t e d by Congre s s on Ju n e 20

,
l 782 .

It i s c ompos e d o f a sp r e ad e a g l e , b ea r i n g on it s b rea s t a n e s cu t ch e o n w i th

t h i r t e e n s t r i p e s , a n d i n i t s t a l on s h o ld i n g an o l i v e b ra n c h an d t h i r t e e n a r r ows .
sym b o l i c of bo t h p e a c e a n d war . The eagl e . th e su g g e s t i o n of a n En g l i s hman ,
has s i n c e b e e n the na t i o n a l b i rd o f the Un i ted S t a t e s .
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American Num i smat i c A ssoc iat ion Conven t ion
Postponed

In a t e l eg r am r e c e i v e d ju s t b e fo re go ing t o p ress we are in fo rmed t h a t th e

Co nven t i on o f the Amer i c an N umismat i c A sso cia t ion , wh i c h was s c h e du l e d

to be hel d in Ph i lad e l p h ia on O c t o ber sth t o 9th ,
has b een indefi n i te l y po s t

po ned on ac c oun t o f t h e in fluenza ep i demic p r ev a i l ing in t h a t sec tion o f the
c oun t ry .

D ec imal i sation of the B rit i sh
B y s . H . HAME R .

I n i n t r odu c i n g th e D e c ima l Sy s t em o f cu r r en cy f o r c on s i d e r a t i o n I wou l d
r em i n d you th a t o t h e r c ou n t r i e s h av e su ch sys t em s

,
bu t t h a t t h e d e n om in a

t i on s va ry .

Fo r a sy s t em t o b e ad op t e d fo r G r e a t B r i t a i n a n d t h e Col o n i e s
,
wh i c h

wou l d n o t b e o n th e s am e b a s i s o f t h a t o f s om e l e a d i n g Nat i on
,
wou l d n o t i n

a ny way fa c i l i t a t e i n t e rn a t i on a l c omme rc e , a s . obv i ou s l y, t h e n ew B r i t i sh
cu r r e n cy wou l d n e e d to b e co nv e r t e d i n t o t h a t of wh at ev e r Na t i o n th e t ran s

a c t i o n wa s b e i n g c on du c t e d w i th .

Th e n aga i n
,
a ny ch ange wh i c h i s mad e

,
s h ou l d b e of su c h a n a tu r e a s

n o t to l e av e an oppo r tu n i ty fo r fr au d , o r u n du e i n fl a t i o n o f p r i c e s , of t h e

c ommo n a r t i c l e s o f d a i l y pu rc h a s e .

Th e p r e s e n t t im e
,
wh en t h e go l d cu r r en cy i s su p e r s e d e d b y t h e t r e a su ry

n o t e s
,
affo rd s a u n i qu e op p o r tu n i t y fo r t h e ch a nge .

I t may n o t b e am i s s
,
j u s t t o c on s i d e r h ow t h e r e c am e t o b e 240 p e n c e

i n t h e p ou nd . I n An gl o - Sax on t i m e s
,
t h e s i l v e r p e n ny wa s t h e c i r cu l a t i ng

med ium o f ex ch an g e . Th i s c o i n wa s cu t i n two t o mak e a h a l f p en ny
,
an d i n

fou r p i e c e s t o mak e a fa r th i n g .

I n t r oy-we i g h t . by . wh i ch go l d a n d s i l v e r a r e w e i gh e d
,
20 p e n nywe i gh t s

e qu a l on e ou n c e , a n d 12 oun c e s , on e p ou n d , h e n c e t h e 12 2o'

s e qua l 240.

Th e s i l v e r p e n ny wa s th e h i gh e s t d e n om i n a t i o n o f a c o i n t i l l t h e r e i g n

of Edwa rd I I I , 1327- 1377 , wh e n gr oa t s (4 p e n c e ) a n d h a l f g ro a t s w e re a dd e d .

Th e we i gh t o f t h e s i l v e r c o i n s wa s n o t u n i fo rm
,
t h ou gh n om i n a l l y 24 gra i n s .

t h ey we r e f r om 22% t o a s low a s 18 g r a i n s for t h e p en n i e s, an d f rom 60 to 48

g ra i n s fo r th e gr oa t s .

Th e pe n ny b e i n g an an c i e n t n a t i o n a l c o i n
,
ha s a d i s t i n c t c l a im t o con

s i d e r a t i o n .

Some su g ge s t t h a t t h e p ou n d o r s ov e r e i g n sh ou l d b e th e u n i t , bu t as t h e r e
a r e 240 p e n c e i n t h e p ou nd

,
a n d n o t 250, it wou l d m ea n th a t t h e b ro n z e cur

r e n ey wou l d h av e t o b e r e du c e d i n va l u e .

Th i s w ou l d c au se m u ch t r ou b l e
,
a s h a s b e e n re c ogn i z e d by a l l wh o h av e

g i ve n a ny th ou gh t t o th e mat t e r .

H e r e a re a few examp l e s : 240p e n ny s t amp s are n ow s ol d fo r one p oun d

n ot e . W ou l d t h e p o s t a l au t h o r i t i e s b e p r e pa r e d to . supp ly 250? A s . i f th e

p o s ta l ra t e was s t i l l one p en n y
,
su c h wou l d n e e d s b e .
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M a n y th i n gs a re n ow so l d for one pe n ny ea ch . o r for a n umbe r of pe n c e
eace ; w ou l d t h e make r s b e l i k e ly to sup p ly 250, wh e re p r ev i ou s ly 240 o n ly
w e re g i v e n for one pound ’

B e fo r e t h e war , mi l k cou l d b e b ou g h t a t 3 p e n c e p e r qua r t or 80 qua rt s
for a s ove r e ig n . Und e r t h e a l t e r e d c ond i t i o n s . i s i t l i k e ly th a t t h e d ea l e r s

w ou l d supp ly 10 p e n ny w or t h of mi l k ex t ra for th e s ove r e i gn ? Ce rta i n ly

not . no r c ou l d i t b e exp e c t e d .

H en c e a n y ch ange wh i ch a l t e r s t h e fi nanc i a l va lu e of th e b ro n z e cu r re n cy
w i l l b e mos t d i sa s t rou s t o t h e p oo r , and a ge ne ra l nu i sa nc e to a l l .

M y sugge s t i o n i s , to s l i gh t l y i n c r ea s e t h e i n t r i n s i c valu e o f th e g o l d c o i n s
to make t h em 011 e qua l va lue w i t h t h e S—clollar p i e c e a n d th e 2Vg —do l la r p i e c e
o f th e Un i t e d S ta t e s of Ame r i c a .

Th i s w ou l d m ean th e add i t i o n o f abou t 16 2—5 p e n n ywor th of gold to th e

amou n t now u s ed to make a s ov e r e ig n . a n d ha l f th e amount , to th a t u s ed i n
t h e mak i ng o f a h a l f s ove re i gn .

As t h e s i l v e r an d t h e b ronz e cu r r e n cy are re a l ly t ok e n s , th e me ta l -valu e
b e i n g much b e l ow t h e fac e val u e . th i s w i l l a l l ow of t h e “ n ew s ta n da rd sov

e re i gn
,

”
or S-do l l a r p i e c e , b e i ng rega rd e d as e qual to 500 ce n t s ; each o f on e

h a l fp en ny ; t h e 2V_

- d o l l a r p i e c e b e i ng of t h e va lu e of 250 c en t s ; t h e do l l a r , o f

100 c e n t s ; th e h a l f d ol l a r , of 50 c en t s ; th e Qua r t e r d ol l a r . of 25 c e n t s ; th e re
sh ou l d al s o b e a 20- c e n t

,
a lO- c e n t . an d a S- c e n t p i e c e . Th e d ol l a r , to th e 5

c e n t p i e c e
,
a l l b e i n g i n s i l v e r .

I f th e s i l ve r cu r r e n cy i s not u s e d fo r i n t e rn a t iona l exch ange th e do l l a r

n e e d not b e any l a rge r th an th e p res e n t 4
- s h i l l i ng p i e c e . Th e h al f do l l a r , th e

s i z e of t h e fl o r i n , t h e qua r t e r d ol l a r , t h e s i z e o f th e sh i l l i n g, and th e oth e r s
p rop or t i on a t e l y sma l l e r .

A n d wh i l e th e c hange i s b e i n g made
,
why not r e du c e th e d i a o f th e 2- c e n t

p i e c e
,
or on e p e n ny

,
t o abou t l—i n c h d i a

,
th e on c e - c en t p i e c e a nd th e h a l f c e n t

p ropo r t i ona l ly sma l l e r ?

A cu r r en cy of e qua l va lu e w i th t ha t of t h e U n i t e d S t at e s of Amer i c a
n e e d s on ly to b e sugge s t e d

,
t o b e fu l ly r e c ogn i z e d , t h e s av i ng i n c l e r i ca l work ,

c o n n e c t ed wi t h i n t e r na t i ona l ex ch ange b e i ng e n ormou s .
N ow a s r ega r d s th e me thod of exch angi ng th e p r e s e n t cu r r en cy for th e

d e c ima l cu rr e n cy :

Trea su ry no t e s fo r 5 do l l a r s an d do l l a r s wi l l b e i s su e d s i l ve r and

b ro n z e c o i n s ( t oke n s ) , a s ab ov e s ta t e d . Th e exch a n ge wi l l b e made at a l l
b ank s

,
an d i n smal l c ou n t ry p l a c e s

,
w h e r e th e r e a r e no bank s , at th e l oca l

postoffi ce ,

i n th e f ol l ow i ng mann e r : A 5 - do l l a r t r e asu ry no t e w i l l b e g i v e n
i n ex ch ange f o r a £1 no t e a nd t e n pe n c e , a 20—dol l a r t r e a su ry n o t e i n exchange

for a lO- s h i l l i ng n ot e an d five p en c e .

Th e ex ch ange o f s i l v e r w i l l b e o n t h e l i n e s o f ca l cu l a t i ng th e numbe r

of h a l fp en c e i n th e mon ey offe r e d fo r ex change ; a n d t h e numb e r o f c e n t s
gi v e n i n exchange wi l l b e e qua l t o t h e numb e r o f halpenc e . Al l th e exch ange

b e i n g d on e at th e b ank s o r postoffi ces, con fu s i on o r i nc onv e n i e n c e w i l l b e
p r ev e n t ed .

I n th e same mann e r t h e va lu e of a p e r son
’
s wage s a s p e r th e new i s su e

wi l l b e d e c i d e d b y cal cu l a t i n g th e o r i g i na l amoun t i n h al fp e n c e , t h e n s ta t ing
th e amoun t a r r iv e d a t , as s o many c e n t s .
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A p e r s o n h av i n g p e r w e ek h a s 1200 c en t s o r d o l l a r s .

A p e r so n h av i ng p e r w e ek w i l l b e r a t e d a t 372 c e n t s o r V iz
,
3 do

'

lar s

72 c en t s . A su i t o f , c l o t h e s l i s t e d a t £4 12 6 wou l d b e p r i c e d a t o r

tw en ty - two do l l a r s 20 c e n t s .
A ban k i ng a c c ou n t wou l d b e a l t e r e d b y h av i ng t h e p ou n d s , s h i l l i n g s a n d

p e n c e c onv e r t e d i n t o do l l a r s a n d c e n t s ; v i z : An a c c ou n t s ta n d i n g“ a t

/ 1 15 73 . l4. l lV2 wou l d b e r e du c e d t o h a l fp e n c e or c e n t s , t h e amoun t b e i n g

v i z
,
fi fty

- fi v e t h ou s a n d five hu n d r e d a n d fi fty
- t h r e e d o l l a r s , n i n e ty

n i n e c e n t s . A l l fi n an c i a l s t a t em e n t s b e i ng mad e out i n d o l l a r s a n d c e n t s , th e

ca l cu l a t i o n of su c h w i l l b e fa r mo re s imp l e th an t h a t o f a n y sy s t em h av i ng
“m i l s” or o th e r d e n om i n a t i o n s .

Th e man da t o ry mon ey t o b e i n 2 , 4,
61 a n d 8- c e n t s i l v e r p i e c e s . so fa r a s

i n t e rn a t i o n a l exch a nge i s c o n c e r n e d
,
t h e S—d o l l a r p i e c e , n o t b e i n g of l e s s

v a lu e th a n t h e s ov e r e i gn
,
bu t r a t h e r mor e

,
t h e ex t r a val u e w i l l b e du ly ac

c ou n t e d fo r i n t h e r a t i n g o f t h e p i e c e .

No ap o l ogy i s n e c e s s a ry i n a dvoc a t i n g th i s sy s t em , wh i c h i s s imp l i c i ty

i t s e l f
,
an d doe s n o i n j u ry t o a ny o n e .

Values of B rit ish and Ame ri can Gol d Coin s
Rat her a Pecu liar Situat i on E xis ts—A C on t rad i c t ory Feat u re E xpla in e d
N ew Yo rk .

-On e o f t h e a n oma l i e s o f t h e l o c a l e x ch an ge s i tu a t i o n i s t h a t

go l d sov e r e i gn s s h ou l d b e s e l l i n g a t o r a t a p r em ium o f a lmo s t 5 p e r

c e n t , wh en s t e r l i n g ex ch an ge i s qu o t e d app rox ima t e ly i n t h e p ou n d
,

o r a t a d i s c ou n t of ove r 2 p e r c e n t . Exp r e s s e d i n s imp l e r t e rm s
,
t h i s i s t h e

s i tu a t i on : A p i e c e of g old eon tain in g a p p r ox imat e l y 1 13 g ra i n s o f fi n e m e ta l

a n d b ea r i ng th e s tamp o f t h e B r i t i s h m i n t i s ex c h a n gi n g i n N ew York fo r th e
e qu i va l e n t o f gra i n s o f Ame r i c a n go l d

,
wh e r e a s t h e mon ey equ i va l e n t

o f g r a i n s o f gol d i n N ew Yo rk i s e x c h an gi ng fo r t h e e qu i v a l e n t o f 1 13
gra i n s o f go l d d e l i v e r ab l e i n L on d o n .
I n t h eo ry, a t l e a s t , 1 13 gra i n s o f B r i t i s h go l d l oc a t e d i n N ew York shor ld

ex c h an ge fo r a s im i l a r amou n t o f Ame r i c a n go l d l i k ew i s e ava i l a b l e h e re
.

a s i t i s m e r e l y a mat t e r o f the we i gh t o f fi n e go l d . Th e impr i n t s o n t h e c o i n s

i n e ff e c t m e r e l y i n d i c a t e th e i r go l d c o n t e n t
,
an d a s i n t h i s c ou n t ry t h e s tamp

o f t h e Un i t e d S ta t e s m i n t i s , o f c ou r s e , a s t ru s tw o r t hy a s t h a t of t h e B r i t i s h
m i n t , i t wou l d a t fi r s t b lu s h ap p e a r t h a t t h e c o i n s sh ou l d ex ch an ge fo r ea c h

o th e r on a p a r i ty b a s i s . h i t i n fo r e i gn c ou n t r i e s t h e B r i t i s h s t amp e nj oy s

fa r gr e a t e r p r e s t i ge . I n c e r t a i n p a r t s o f A s i a
,
fo r examp l e

,
s o v e r e i gn s h av e

p ra c t i c a l l y a m o n opo ly o f t h e c i r cu l a t i o n . Pe op l e g o i n g ab r oad f rom th i s

c ou n t ry , th e r e for e , a r e anx i ou s t o h av e a sup p l y o f go l d s ove r e i gn s i n th e i r
p o ck e t s , a n d a s t h e su p p l y i s ex c e e d i n g l y s c a rc e o n a c c ou n t o f t h e ba n Gre a t

L r i t a in h a s p la c e d on t h e expo r t a t ion o f t h e c oms
,
th e i r p r ic e h a s b e e n fo rc e d

t o a p r em ium . l n t h e ea r l y pa r t o f Ju ly i t ev e n mou n t e d to fo r a f ew

days as th e r e su l t o f a r e l a t i v e l y l a rge d eman d c om i n g fr om a pa r ty o f Ara
b i a n s wh o w e r e ab ou t to emba rk fo r M e s op o tam ia t o j o i n t h e B r i t i s h fo rc e s
t h e r e .
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Mor e i n t e r e s t i ng t o Canad i an s i s t h e s t a t em en t ma d e by t h e s am e g e n t l e
ma n t h a t th i r t e e n d iff e r e n t c omb i n a t i on s oi d i e s o r b r e ak s h av e b e e n f ou n d
by h im i n th e N ova S c o t i a h a l f- c e n t s o f 1861 a n d 1864.

I h av e mad e a ca r e fu l exam in a t i o n o f ov e r s ev e n ty o f t h e s e c o i n s
,
bu t

t h e on ly two r e al d i e v a r i e t i e s fou n d a r e on e o f e a ch da t e . O n th o s e o f

1861 , t h e o r nam en t b e tw e e n c rown an d d a t e i s d i s t i n c t l y mor e t o t h e l e f t t h an
-on t h o s e o f 1864. Some o f e a ch da t e s h ow th e ou t e r c i r c l e e n c l o s i ng c r own
“

a nd da t e m or e o r l e s s d e f e c t i v e . Some sh ow on r ev e r s e , s u c t i o n ma rk s o f t h e
Q u e e n

’s fa c e . I d o n o t c o n s i d e r t h e s e , n o r t h e c r a ck s , o r d e f e c t i v e l e t t e r s ,
a s d i e va r i e t i e s

,
t h ough th e l a t t e r s h ow th a t mor e d i e s t h a n o n e w e r e s t ru c k

f rom th e p a r e n t o n e .

“Mr . Smi th men t i o n e d o f h i s fi n d i ng many ye a r s ag o a h a l fp e n ny t ok e n
o f N ova S co t i a a n d N ew B ru n swi ck b e a r i n g th e wo rd ‘Su c c e s s . I t i s n o t
s t a t e d t h a t h e wa s th e fi r s t c o l l e c t o r t o d i s c ov e r t h i s t ok e n

,
bu t i f s o h e h a s

e a r n e d th e s i n c e r e t h ank s o f a l l Can a d i a n c ol l e c t o r s .
M r . B oyd s p ok e o f t h e magn ifi c e n t c o l l e c t i o n o f M r . W . W . C . Wi l s on ,

o f M on t r e al
,
wh om h e ha d v i s i t e d . I t wou l d b e i n t e r e s t i ng t o kn ow i f M r .

B oyd h ad m ad e a c a r e fu l exam in a t i o n o f t h e d i ffe r e n t v a r i e t i e s o f th e Sh i p s ,
Col on i e s a n d Commer c e t ok e n s i n t h i s fam ou s c o l l e c t i on , a n d i f s o , wh e t h e r

i t c o n t a i n s a s p e c im e n o f L e e’s N o . 5

S ev e ra l o t h e r memb e r s t o ok p a r t i n t h e p ro c e e d i n gs an d r e l a t e d t h e i r
exp e r i e n c e w i t h t h e s e r i e s .

I t i s fo r tu n a t e fo r C anad i a n s t h a t D r . Cou r t e au , Ju dge L e e s a n d M r.

M cLach lan
,
t h r e e fo r emos t Canad ia n c o l l e c t o r s

,
c o n t i n u e t h e i r s tu dy o f

t h i s s e r i e s a n d f r om t im e t o t im e g i v e u s t h e b e n e fi t o f t h e i r l ab o r s . I t i s to
b e s i n c e r e l y h op e d th a t t h ey w i l l n o t b e ea s i l y d i s c ou rage d , bu t w i l l c on t i nu e

t h e i r mu ch -ap p r e c i a t e d work .
S . S . H EAL .

Notes on Cu rren t Num i smat i c Top i c s
Th e r e a r e many i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e wa r i s b e c om i ng wea r i s ome to

Ge rmany i n m or e t h an on e way . O ne o f t h e su r e s t s i gn s o f t h i s i s th e d e s

p e ra t e m ean s empl oye d to k e e p u p a p a s s ab l e vo l um e o f m on ey wherewit li

t o ca r ry 011 bu s i n e s s a t h om e . Al l mon ey i n m e ta l o f any v a lu e h a s d isap
peared f r om c i r cu l a t i o n , an d i n s t e a d i s i n u s e sma l l c o i n s i n i r on , z i n c , t i n ,
o r i n c omp o s i t i o n s o f o th e r c h eap me t a l s . B e s i d e s su ch c h eap t ok e n s n o th i n g
bu t p ap e r c i r cu l a t e s . Th e cou n t ry i s fl o od e d w i t h p ap e r . Th e re i s su c h a
mu l t i t u d e o f i s su e s by gov e r nm en t

,
s t a t e s

,
c i t i e s

,
b a n k s a n d c ommun i t i e s

,

t h a t i t i s s a fe t o p r e d i c t th a t on ly a sma l l f ra c t i o n o f a l l t h i s p ap e r w i l l ev e r
b e r e d e em ed . W h e n a c ou n t ry i s su e s n o t e s o f a fa c e va l u e o f o n ly V4 c e n t ,
i t i s s a fe to a s sume t h a t h a s r e a c h e d t h e v e ry bo t t om o f i t s r e s ou r c e s

.

Al l l a t e i s su e s o f Ge rman pap e r cu r r e n cy b e a r e v i d e n c e o f b e i ng p ro du c t s
of t h e wa r . Tak e th e l - p fe n n i g n o t e f r om O b e r Lau s i t z

,
s h own i n a c c ompany

i n g i l l u s t rat i o n , an d i t w i l l b e s e e n th a t e a ch c o rn e r i s d e c o ra t e d w i t h a n
i r on c ro s s .

O r tak e th e m ore e l a b o ra t e 50-

1) fe n n i g n ot e . i s su ed by t h e c it v o f L i n d e n
b e rg , Alg au, s h ow in g th a t t ow n a n d t h e G e rman c oa t o f a rm s . Th e p rou d
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war r i o r w i t h t in h a t and sword on h is sh oul d e r— h e , too,
i s sp ort i n g a n i r on

c r o s s . In t t h e b omba s t i c l ege n d : Even th e d evi l fl e e s t h e fie l d b e for e t h e

b rave Ge rman s o l d i e r ,
”
i s t h o rou g h ly Prus s ian . Kai s e r B i l l h im s e l f c oul d

not have d o n e b e t t e r !
Sa i d Ka i s e r B i l l h a s i n s t i tu t ed a new d ec o ra t i o n for h i s b rave s , th i s t ime

qu i t e a n e l ab ora t e affa i r , to b e g i ve n U-b oa t c rews
,
who have mad e a t l ea s t

th r e e t r i p s at s ea . an d have ac c omp l i s h e d someth i n g g ood for th e Fa th e r

la n d .

Da n ish Emerg e n cy N ot es, 1 9 14 19 16.

Ge rma n 1 P fen n ig Not e . O ber Lausit z .

Germa n 50 Pfe n n ig Not e . L inde n berg , A lg au .

Th e N orwegi an m i n t e n grav e r
,
I va r Trondsen , h a s d e s i gn ed a medal

c ommemora t i n g th e m ee t i ng o f th e t h r e e Scand i n av ian ki ngs i n Chr i s t ia n ia ,
Novemb e r

,
19 17 .

Th e obve r s e sh ows th e s c e n e , wh e r e th e k i ng s j o i n h an d s
i n a n agr e eme n t

,
a n d th e s en t e n c e : M I DT I VERDENS BAN KEROT,

HV IS
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I LD SLAAR O P MOD NO RD EN , DET H AAN DSLAG PAA KR I ST IAN I A
SLOT VIL LYSE OVER JO RD EN . ( I n t h e m i d s t o f a wor l d i n rui n s , th e

fl ame s o f wh i c h a r e n ea r i n g t h e N or th
,
t h i s h an d s h ak e a t K r i s t i a n i a c a s t l e

w i l l s h i n e ov e r t h e w or l d . ) On th e r ev e r s e i s r ep ea t e d t h e w o r d s o f K i ng

Gu s t a f : LAD OS SKAB E EN F ORE N IN G,
E N FORSTAAE LSE N S ,

EN

H J ERTE RN E S UN ION . ( Le t u s fo rm a un i o n , ba s e d on u nd e r s t a n d i ng an d
good w i l l . )

W h e n th e wa r b r ok e ou t a n d i n du c e d p e op l e i n t h e d i ff e r e n t Eu r op ea n
cou n t r i e s t o h oa r d t h e i r s i l v e r , s t r i n ge n t m ea su r e s h a d t o b e t ak e n by th e
gov e r nme n t s t o r e l i ev e t h e s i tu a t i o n . I t hasb e e n m e n t i o n e d i n t h i s magaz i n e
h ow th e S ca n d i n av i an c ou n t r i e s ov e r cam e t h e d i ffi cu l ty b y i s su i n g n o te s i n
d e n om i na t i on s o f 1 an d 2 k r o n e r . Th e fi r s t D an i sh l - k r on e n o t e was a ve ry

p l a i n a—a i r , mu ch r i d i cu l e d b y t h e p opu l a c e . Th e s e c on d i s su e
,
i n 19 16. i s

h e l d i n m or e a r t i s t i c d e s i gn s , a s w i l l b e s e e n b y t h e a c c omp any i n g i l l u s t ra t i o n .

The Coins and Token s ofAu st ral ia
A Sh or t D iscu ss i on as P resen t e d a t th e N ew Yo rk N um i s ma t ic C l u b .

A t th e Au gu s t m e e t i ng o f t h e N ew Yo rk Num i sma t i c C lu b
,
Dr . Va l e n t i n e

gave an h i s t o r i c a l s k e t c h on t h e c o i n s a n d t ok e n s o f Au s t ra l i a . H e r ev i ew ed

t h e e a r l y c o i n age h i s t o ry a n d r e fe r r e d t o t h e d i s c ov e ry o f go l d i n Au s t r a l i a
i n 185 1 . H e m en t i on e d t h e fi r s t c o i n u s e d i n Au s t ra l i a

,
b e i n g s t amp e d p i e c e s

o f t h e i s su e o f Ch a r l e s IV o f Sp a i n . Th e 1 p ou n d go l d c o i n o f 1852
,
i s su e d

a t Ad e l a i d e wa s m en t i o n e d , a n d th e o n e s t ru c k a t Sy l n ey i n 185 5 . H e r e

fe r r e d t o t h e c op p e r t radesmen
’
s c u r r e n cy of wh i ch t h e r e a r e ap p r ox ima t e l y

100 va r i e t i e s kn own , da t i ng f rom 185 5 t o 19 10. H e me n t i o n e d t h e c o i n typ e s

u s e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e emu , n a t i v e s a n d t h e kanga r o o .

M r . Fr ey r e f e r r e d t o t h e “h o l ey d ol l a r” a n d sa i d i n 1813 p ou n d s
o f Sp an i s h d ol l a r s w e r e u s e d

,
by cu t t i n g a p i e c e f r om th e c e n t e r . Th i s c o i n

wa s cu r r e n t u n t i l 1829 ( s e e F r ey ’
s D i c t i o n a ry

,
p age A r ou n d th e e dge s

of t h e p e r fo ra t i o n s w e r e p l a c e d th e word s “N ew Sou t h lVales. 18 13 , an d o n
t h e r e ve r s e

“F i v e Sh i l l i n gs , 18 13 . Th e c e n t r a l p i e c e wa s kn own a s a dump
,

an d wa s counterstamped wi t h a c r own an d va l u e o f 15 p e n c e .

Mr . P roskey s a i d t h e c o i n s s t ru ck i n go l d a t Ad e l a i d e w e r e o r ig i n a t e d t o
s av e t h e l o s s o f go l d du s t t o t h e t rad e r s . Th e gove r nm en t a s s ay o ffi c e s t ru c k
go l d c o i n s o f t h e va lu e s o f s ov e r e i gn an d h al f s ov e r e i gn f r om 185 5 t o 1869 .

I n 1910t h e n ew 3 , 6 p en c e a n d s h i l l i n g app e a r e d , a l s o t h e n ew i s su e s o f p e n ny
an d h a l f p enny . H e men t i o n e d a 3 p e n c e d a t e d 1838 , s t ru ck by a Swed i s h
fi rm . M r . P roskey exh i b i t e d a l a rge c ol l e c t i on o f t h e me r ch a n t s t ok en s an d

m en t i on e d th e H ol l oway tok en a s t h e m os t c ommon
,
an d s ta t ed a gr e a t many

o f t h e t ok e n s h ad b e e n mad e by W . J . Tay l o r .
M r . P roskey l i s t e d h i s t ok e n s u n d e r t h e fo l l ow i n g t own s , l o c a l i t i e s a nd

m e ta l s : Ad e l a i d e , So . Au s t ra l i a , Auc k l an d , N . Z B e n d i g o ,
Vi c . B r i s b a n e ,

Que e n s ; Ca s t l ema i n e , VViv . Cambe l l t on
,
Ta sman i a ; Ch r i s t c hu r c h , N . Z.

,
Can

t erbury , N . S . \V.
, Eagl e H awk , N . Z.

,
Grah am town

,
N . Z. ; Ge e l on g ,

V i c t o r i a ;
Gou l bu rn , N . S . A . ; H oba r t - t own , Ta s . ; Ikewich ,

Qu e e n s ; M e l b ou rn e . V i c .

( a l s o M o rp e th , N . S . N ewt on
,
Ta s . ; N ew Sou th W a l e s

,
N ew Z ea

la nd ; N ew Plymou th , N . Z. ; Rockh amp t on , Qu e e n s ; Sydn ey
,
N

.
S

.

Taranski; VVang anui, N . Z. ; W
’e l l i n g t o n , N : Z . Exh i b i t s : Gol d 6,

s i l v e r 10
,

c opp e r 109 p i e c e s .
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mee t t h i s u rgen t d eman d th e Un i t e d S t a t e s h a s t ak e n th e gr e a t amou n t o f
s i l v e r bu l l i o n a n d s i l v e r d o l l a r s l y i ng i d l e i n i t s T r e a su ry an d i s exp o r t i n g i t
t o I n d i a t o b e u s e d i n p ay i ng fo r wa r su pp l i e s . Somet h i ng l ik e a hu n d r e d
m i l l i o n s i l v e r d o l l a r s h av e b e e n m e l t e d d own a n d exp o r t e d .

What gr e a t a s s i s t an c e i t w a s t o t h e A l l i e s
,
i n c lu d i n g t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s ,

i s s h own by th e s t a t em e n t o f S i r Jam e s M eston , fi n an c i a l m emb e r o f t h e

V i c e r oy’s C ou n c i l
,
wh o i s r ep o r t e d a s s ay i ng :

“Prob ab ly f ew p e op l e i n Ame r i c a r e a l i z e h ow v i t a l l y i mp o r t an t t o I n d i a
a n d t o I n d i a’s s h a r e i n t h e wa r wa s t h e l e g i s l a t i o n p a s s e d i n Wa sh i ngt on
r e l e a s i n g l a rge qu an t i t i e s o f s i lv e r fo r u s e i n a l l ev i a t i ng t h e cu r r e n cy s i tu a t i o n
t h e r e . Fo r t h i s a c t i o n I n d i a a s w e l l a s t h e B r i t i s h Emp i r e an d th e A l l i e s ow e
a d e b t o f gra t i t u d e t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s wh i ch i t i s h a r d t o ov e r s t a t e .

N ew York Num i smat i c Clu b
Regu la r m e e t i n g o f t h e N ew York Numi sma t i c C lu b , h e l d S ep t . 13 , 1918,

Pre s i d e n t D . W . Val en t i n e p r e s i d ing .

Th e fo l l ow i ng memb e r s p r e s e n t : M r . B oyd , M rs . B oyd , M es s r s . B e l de n
E l d e r

,
F r ey

,
Fa r n h am

,
P roskey,

Koh l e r , Sa l tu s , Sm i t h , Swan s on , M rs . Swan
s on

,
M i s s A l i c e Swan s on ; M r . Val e n t i n e , M rs . Val e n t i n e ; M es s r s . Wood ,

Wh it e an d Wyman .

L i f e memb e r s h i p o r p e rma n e n t fu nd
, $200; M e s s r s . F r e y , Wi l s o n , B oyd

and Sm i t h h av i ng p a i d fo r m emb e r s h i p . M edal s s o l d 34, o n h an d 16.

Mr . B oyd an n ou n c e d th a t a t t h e n ex t m ee t i ng M r . Swan s on wou l d a d d r e s s
t h e C lub on t h e mak i ng o f c o i n s a n d m eda l s .
A t th e n ex t m e e t i ng t h e N om i na t i n g Commi t t e e w i l l b e e l e c t e d t o s e l e c t

o ffi c e r s f o r t h e n ex t y e a r .

D r . Val e n t i n e m ad e s om e p r e l im i n a ry r emark s . He s a i d i t wa s t h e in t en
t i o n t o mak e t h i s a s l i gh t l y humo r ou s a n d i n s t ru c t i v e me e t i n g a n d t o i nv i t e

l a dy gu e s t s . H e exp r e s s e d p l e a su r e i n h av i n g t h o s e p r e s e n t w i t h u s . H e

th e n i n t r o du c e d th e s p e ak e r o f t h e ev e n i n g
,
M r . A . R . Fr ey

,
t h e V i c e - P r e s i d e n t

,

wh o r ead t h e p ap e r o f t h e ev e n i n g
,

“Co lo r s i n R e l a t i o n t o Num i sma t i c s .” A t
th e co n c lu s i o n t h i s p ap e r wa s r e f e r r e d t o t h e Pub l i c a t i o n Comm i t t e e a n d w i l l

b e i n c o rp o ra t e d i n th e fo r t h c omi n g Y ea r B ook o f t h e C lub .

M r . P roskey ex h i b i t e d a c o l l e c t i o n o f c o i n s s h owi ng th e d i ff e r e n t s h ad e s

of c o l o r s i n m e t a l s u s e d .

M r . Sa l tu s r ema rk e d th a t a l l t h e m i n t s i n t h e Wes t a r e c l o s e d an d v i s i t o r s
n o t a l l owe d i n t h em s i n c e t h e wa r . M r . Sa l tu s t o l d o f cu r i ou s i n fo rma t i o n

h e l e a rn e d wh i l e i n D e nve r i n c o n n e c t i o n w i th t h e I n d i a n s a n d th e i r me da l s
.

g i ve n by th i s Gove r n men t . Th e I n d i an s t h i n k i f t h ey wea r t h e s e me da l s
t h ey a r e p ro t e c t e d f rom p e r s o na l h a rm . Th ey a r e su p p os e d t o k e ep bu l l e t s
away . On e ch i e f wh o s e m eda l h ad a bu l l e t bu r i e d i n i t , r e tu rn e d t h e me da l
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say i n g i t was no g ood s i n c e i t d i d no t k eep bu l l e t s away .
M r

. Sal tus m en

t ioned t h e c ha rm s w or n by t h e n a t iv e s of th e l nd ies.
He sa i d s ome

of t h e n e g roe s wo r e coni s for ch a rm s
,
eve n i n N ew York

,
e spec i al l y on

S t . John
’

s ev e . M a n y Cuba n n egroe s w ea r cha rms
. H e sa i d i n t e r e s t i n g a n d

w e i rd s t o r i e s w e re c o n n e c t ed w i th t h e s e ch arm s
,
c o n n ec t i n g th em w i th

v oodoism i n Hayt i . He sa i d someo n e ou g h t to l ook t h i s su bj e c t tip i n N ew

York , a s i t m i g h t b e fou n d i n t e re s t i n g .

M r . P roskey s pok e of Arab a n d o th e r c ha rms wh i ch w e r e some t im e s

pu t i n t o frame s . Voodoism ch a rms h e sa i d ex i s t e d al l ov e r th e worl d .

M r . sp oke o f th e p re s e n t gol d sh or tag e . He at t r i bu t ed th e

sh or ta g e a n d fa i lu r e to i n c r ea s e i n valu e to th e fac t tha t t h e Gove r nmen t had
fix ed th e p r i c e a t $20 p e r ou n c e . H e spoke of a moveme n t now on foo t t o

i n c re a s e th e p r i c e .

THO S . L . ELDER .

S e c re ta ry a n d Trea su r e r .

Rochester Num ismat ic C lu b
Th e on e hu n d r ed a n d fi fty

—fi r st me et i n g of t h e Roch e s t e r Numi smat i c

As soc i a t i o n me t a t t h e H o t e l Roch e s t e r
,
i n Roch e s t e r

,
Tu es day

,
Augu s t 6th ,

19 18
, a n d was ca l l e d to ord e r by t h e V i c e—Pre s i d e n t , D r . S . Hand l e r .

Th e Se c r e ta ry r ead a n a r t i c l e f r om th e n ewspap e r r ega rd ing one of our

memb e rs , M r . J o s ep h T . Al l i n g, w h i c h r e ad a s fo l l ows “

J os eph T . A l l i n g has
a r r iv e d sa fe i n Fra n c e . A cab l egram to th a t e ffec t wa s r e c e i ve d th i s mor n i n g
a t t h e Y . M . C . A . M r . Al l i ng i s on a sp e c i a l m i s s i on to Fran ce

,
I t a ly and

E n glan d for t h e Na t i on al W ar W o rk Coun c i l o f t h e Y . M . C . A .

”

Ex -Pr e s i d e n t F . E . M e r r i t t s p oke r egard i n g th e Ph i l a d e l ph i a Co n v en t i on
,

an d t o l d th e memb e r s tha t h e wa s su re th a t th ey wou l d have a v e ry p l ea s an t

an d enj oyab l e t ime .

O n Thu r s day , Ju ly 25 th ,
1918

,
th e R . N . A . memb e r s t ook ano th e r t r i p t o

Sodu s Po in t .

Exh i b i t s w e r e a s fo l l ows : By \V. H . Ambe rg
,
fi v e- do l l a r b i l l o f th e I r i sh

Repub l i c . By M r . M e r r i t t
,
t h r e e - dol l a r go ld p i e c e 1865 ; ve ry fi n e . By M r .

Savage , fo l l ow i ng two an d o n e - ha l f d o l l a r go l d p i e c e s : 183 1 b r i l l i a n t p roof ,
1832 u n c i rcu l a t ed

,
1845 un c i r cu l a t e d , 187 1 gol d do l l a r , p roof ; c en t s , 1823 t e

s t r i k e . 1812 smal l d a t e , ex t r em e ly fi n e
,
1 794 h al f c e n t

,
Gi l b e r t 4

,
unc i r cu l a t e d .

W . H . AM B ERG
,
Se c r e ta ry .

On e hun d r e d an d fi fty - t h i r d me e t in g of th e Roch e s t e r Numi smat i c A sso

c iat ion ca l l e d t o or d e r by P re s i d e n t H . H . Yawg er , S ep t emb e r 3 rd . 19 18 .

M embe r s p r e s e n t : M e s s r s . Yawg er , W . H . Ambe rg . B aue r , Bu r l i n g, D r .
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Han dl e r
,
B or radaile, L . G . Amb e rg

,
Maunov ry,

B e r n s t e i n
,
W o o l s ey

,
Savag e

,

H i ck s a n d G i l l e t t e .

M r . B au e r s p ok e r e ga r d i n g th e s up p o s e d memor i a l m e da l t o b e i s su e d
by t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . Th e P re s i d e n t app o i n t e d t h e fo l l ow i ng c omm i t t e e for
sam e M e s s r s . B au e r

,
Gi l l e t t e an d Koe h .

A d i s cu s s i o n t o ok p l a c e r e ga r d i ng th e A . N . A . Co nv e n t i o n .

I t w as sugge s t e d t h a t memb e r s exh i b i t Au s t ra l i a n t o k e n s a t t h e n ex t

m e e t i ng .

M e e t i ng adj ou r n e d t o S ep t . 17 t h , 1918 .

W . H . AM B ERG , S e c r e t a ry .

Ch icag o Num i smat i c Soc iety
Th e r e gu l a r mon th l y me e t i n g of B ra n c h O n e

,
A . N . A .

,
was h e l d o n

S ep t emb e r 13 th . Th e fo l l ow i ng we r e p r e s e n t : D r . Lut tenberg er , M i s s N aerup ,

a n d M e s s r s . Leo n
,
Ke l l y

,
De Cou

,
W i l s on , H i nck l ey , J o s ep h s o n , R ipst ra,

B oye r an d Dav i s .
M r . Le on d i s t r i bu t e d t o th o s e p r e s e n t , t h e n ew I l l i n o i s C e n t e n n i a l h a l f

d o ll a r s .

Mr . R ipst ra exh i b i t e d a v e ry b e au t i fu l ma s t e r d i e , a p i e c e o f h i s own

wo rk
,
a n d gav e a b r i e f e xp l an a t i o n o f t h e m e th od o f p r ep a r i ng d i e s fo r t h e

s t r i k i n g o f m e da l s f r om t h i s ma s t e r d i e .

Th e exh i b i t s we r e a s fo l l ow s :

B y M r . B r ow n : N i n e s e t s o f p a t t e r n p i e c e s fo r L ib e r i a
,
s t ru ck i n a l um i

num
,
b ro nz e a n d wh i t e m e t a l .
By M r . J os e ph s on : Hal f d im e o f 1797, two K r on e r Jub i l e e p i e c e of No r

way , th r e e typ e s o f o n e K ron e p i e c e s o f Sw ed e n , an d a P ro c l amat i o n H a l f

C r own of Ch a r l e s I da t e d 1643 .

By M r . De Cou : D i d ra c hm o f A l ex an d e r an d a sma l l s i l v e r c o i n o f
C o rcy ra .

B y M r . Ke l ly : Re s t r i k e o f t h e Fugi o d o l l a r i n b r on z e , a n d a fi n e s p e c i

m e n o f th e D i sm e
,
t h e fi r s t c o i n s t ru c k by th e Un i t ed S ta t e s M i n t .

By M r . B oy e r : $50 Ca l i fo r n i a S l u g , an d a numb e r o f i n t e r e s t i n g p i e c e s

o f p ap e r mon ey
,
i n c lu d i n g $ 100 n o t e o f th e B ank o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s da t e d

1836, $500 T exa s n o t e , $5 San J o s e
,
Ca l i fo rn i a

,
go l d n ot e , $20 Comp ou n d

I n t e re s t T r ea su ry n o t e
, $20 n o t e , s e r i e s o f 1869 , an d $2 n o t e on th e B u l l i o n

Ba n k o f W a sh i n gt on .

B y M r . Le on : A p i e c e o f C ob mon ey coun t er stamped by th e R e pu b l i c

o f Cen t ra l Ame r i c a , $ 1 , $2 ,
an d $5 n o t e s i s su e d by Lyon s C i ty ,

Iowa
,
i n 185 8 ,

t h ree ve ry fi n e 1793 c e n t s
,
a n d fi v e ve ry fi n e meda l s o f \Va sh i ngt on

,
L in c o l n ,

G ra n t a n d Ga rfi e l d .
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Pac ifi c Coas t Num i sma t i c S o c i e ty a sk i ng u s t o i n d o r s e t h em fo r t h e 19 19
Conve n t i o n

,
San F ra n c i s c o , bu t t h e concensus o f Op i n i o n wa s t ha t t h i s wa s

a n i n d iv i du a l affa i r a n d n o t on e fo r t h e C lu b t o a c t o n . A l e t t e r wa s a l s o
r e ad f r om th e Ame r i c a n Num i smat i c S o c i e ty i n w h i c h t h e i r Cu ra t o r , Mr .

W oo d
,
v e ry k i n d ly ex t e n d e d t h e c ou r t e s y o f t h e A . N . S . to memb e r s o f th e

Sp r i n gfi e l d C o i n Cl u b wh i l e o n t h e i r way t o t h e Conv en t i o n i n Ph i l a d e l ph i a .

Th e e n t e r t a i nm en t o f th e ev e n i n g wa s p a r t i cu l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d c o n

s i s t e d of a n exh i b i t o f p ap e r m on ey a n d a t a lk by ou r fe l l ow -memb e r
, J . W

NIorse .

A . W . MORR I S , S ec re t a ry .

Au tomat i c Coin-Hand l ing Mach ine Saves Labor
Fo r b ank s

,
pub l i c - u t i l i t y c omp an i e s

,
an d o th e r c omme rc i a l i n s t i tu t i on s

t h a t h an d l e l a rge v o lum e s o f sma l l c o i n s
,
a c ou n t i n g

,
s o r t i n g

,
s a ck i n g . a n d

p a ckagi ng mach i n e i s c om i ng i n t o u s e . I t i s su p p o s e d t o d o . w i t h p e r fe c t

a c cu ra cy an d a t h i gh s p e e d
,
t h e w ork t h a t i n s om e b u s i n e s s h ou s e s d emand s

t h e s e rv i c e s o f a c o rp s o f emp l oye s . Th e ap p a ra tu s w i l l a c c ommoda t e c o i n s
o f fiv e d e n om i n a t i on s a t o n e t im e . Th e mon ey

,
consmt ing , f o r i n s t a n c e , of

p e n n i e s
,
n i ck e l s

,
d im e s

,
qu a r t e r s

,
an d h a l f d o l l a r s

,
i s f e d i n t o a h opp e r a t t h e

t op . Th e m e c h an i sm
,
d r iv e n by an e l e c t r i c m ot o r , s o r t s t h e c o i n s , c ou n t s

t h em and r egi s t e r s th e i r sum i n t e rm s o f do l l a r s a n d c e n t s
,
a n d w rap s t h em

i n th e cu s t omary p ap e r ro l l s . O r
,
i f d e s i r e d

,
i t w i l l p a c kage th o s e o f c e r t a i n

d e nom i n a t i o n s a n d s a ck t h e o th e r s s imu l t an e ou s ly . A l s o , i t d e t e c t s a n d
d i s c a rd s w o rn a n d mu t i l a t e d c o i n s w i t h ou t i n c l u d i n g t h em i n th e c ou n t . Th e

c a pa c i ty o f th e mach i n e i s 800c o i n s a m i nu t e . Mec h a n ics .

Portug uese Cu rren cy Situat ion
Ow i n g t o th e d i s ap p e a ra n c e o f p ra c t i c a l l y a l l g ol d an d s i l v e r i n P o r tu g a l ,

th e c ou n t ry i s on a p ap e r b a s i s
,
a c c o r d i n g t o L . Lowr i e , Ame r i c a n Con

s u l - Ge n e ra l a t L i s b on . N ew n o t e s of 5 , an d 50 c e n t av o s h av e b e e n i s su e d

by th e B a nk o f Po r tu ga l . Sma l l c o i n s o f 1 an d 4 c e n t av o s h ave b e e n p l a c e d
i n c i r cu l a t i o n to r e l i ev e th e s ca rc i ty of sma l l c h a nge . Th e l a t e s t s t a t em en t

of t h e B ank o f Po r tu ga l s h ow s th e t o t a l i ssu e o f p ap e r inon e v a s fo l l ows :

Gol d n o t e s , e s cu d o s s i l v e r n o t e s
,

e s cu d o s : t o t a l . 172,

e s cu d o s . Th e m e ta l l i c r e s e rv e wa s p l a c e d a t e s cu d os . On

Aug . 5
,
19 14, ( a t t h e ou tb r eak o f t h e wa r

, ) the n o t e s i n c i r cu l a t i o n t o ta l e d
e s cu d o s a n d t h e m e t a l l i c r e s e rv e amou n t e d t o e s cud o s .

The pa r va l u e of the e s cu d o i s a b ou t The p r em ium o f Po r tu gu e s e go l d

c ompa r ed w i t h pape r was 14 to 18 p e r c e n t i n Augu s t 01’ 19 17 , a nd i n N ovemb e r
i t “ a s from 100 to 1 10 p e r c en t .
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With The Ed itor

Phi ladelphia Conv ent ion Forb idden
I t i s ol d n ews now to ou r read e r s

,
t h a t on ac c ou n t of t h e i nflu en za ep i

d em i c th e A . N . A . Conven t i on was fo rb i dd e n by th e p rop e r au th or i t i e s o f

Ph i l ad e lph i a .

O f c ou r s e , t h e pa r t i e s r e sp on s i b l e f o r t h e s e t t i n g of th e Conven t i on da t e

so l a t e c ou l d not po s s i b ly h av e fo r e s e e n th e i nva s i on o f th e c ou n t ry by th e

d ea d ly Span i s h
“Flu .

”

W h i l e i t w i l l b e impo s s ib l e now t o ho l d t h e p o s tpo n ed Conve n t i o n t h i s
y ea r

,
i t i s to b e h op ed th a t a da t e e a r l i e r i n th e summer w i l l b e agr e ed upon

for n ex t ye a r
’
s Co n ve n t i on . Th e ge n e ra l op i n i on s e em s to b e i n fav or

'

of a

l a t e Augu s t , or a n e a r ly S ep t emb e r, mee t in g . Octobe r i s fa r t oo la t e i n th e

y ea r— t h e gr ea t maj o r i ty o f me n hav e fi n i s h ed t h e i r v aca t i on an d have
r e sumed th e i r u sua l wo rk by th a t t ime . Th e 1919 Conve n t i on s h ou l d b e th e

gr ea t e s t ye t
,
an d w i l l b e i f a n ea r ly d a t e i s fi xed— an Oct ob e r or D e c embe r

Conven t i on m igh t tu r n ou t t o b e a fro s t .
Ca l i forn i a i s a s k i n g tha t th e 1919 Conve n t i o n b e h e l d i n San Fran c i s c o ,

bu t i t i s h a rd ly p robab l e t h a t Ph i l ad e lp h i a w i l l agr e e t o th i s . I n ca se of a

d ead l oc k
,
we m igh t sugge s t a comp romi s e . For t W o r th i s b e twe en th e two

an d th ough we a r e abov e a l l t h i ngs mod e s t
,
ye t t h e t ru th c ompe l s u s to s ay

t h a t For t W o r th i s a b e au t i fu l c i ty an d c on ta i n s a l l t h e b e s t fe a tu re s o f th e
o th e r two .

The Cost ofMint ing U . S . Cent s
A t t h e t ime of i s su e o f th e fi r s t L i n co l n c e n t

,
M r .Frank A . Leach , a

fo rme r D i r e c to r of t h e U . 5 . M in t , W a sh i ngt on , e s t ima t ed - th a t t h e c o s t o f

th e me t a l i n t h e c o i n age of on e th ou sand do l la r s i n c e n t s wa s a l i t t l e l e s s

th an on e - t e n t h o f that amoun t , or on e hu nd r e d do l l a r s , wi th copp e r a t 13%
c e n t s p e r p ou nd . Th e ou t l ay for l ab o r i n t h e manu fac tu r e of th e co i n wa s a

l i t t l e ov e r on e- t e n th
,
or on e hu nd re d dol l a r s , l e av i n g a p rofi t t o Un c l e Sam

o f abou t e i gh t hu nd r ed d ol l a r s o n eac h th ou sa n d dol l a r s co i n e d i n c e n t s .
S i n c e t h e n

,
h oweve r

,
t h e co s t o f b o th me ta l an d lab or h a s gr ea t ly i n c re a s ed ,

p robab ly on e hu nd r e d p e r c en t , i f n o t mor e .
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Coi n Auct
i

onsiand
'

The War

I f t h e r e su l t s o f ou r l a s t s a l e h e l d o n O c t ob e r 29th
,
are any c r i t e r ion of t h e

p r e va i l i ng “ ‘

c o n di t i o n s o f
'

t h e t h e n w e ar e i n for on e o f

t h e m os t s u c c e s s fu l s e ason s .

Th e s ale h e l d by B . Max M eh l o n O c tob e r 29th
,
consmting ofa th e s e c o n d

p o r t i o n o f t h e S ea r s
’
s t o ck an d othe r c o n s ignm e nts , c omp r i s i ng ove r fi f t e e n

hu nd r ed l o t s
,
r e a l i z e d app rox ima t e l y i

-E igh t Th ou s an d Do l l a r s
Th e r e were mo r e t h an two hu n d r e d a n d fi f t y b i d d e r s r epr e s e n t e d, _ an d t h e

p r i c e s r e a l i z e d c omp ar e m os t favo rab ly w i t h t h e h i gh e s t r e c o rd s o f a ny ma r

ket
'

at any t im e . An d a l l o f t h i s o c cu r r e d j u s t i n t h e m i d s t o f t h e d r i v e fo r ou r
l a rge s t L i b e r ty Loan .

Co i n c o l l e c t i n g , a c c o rd i ng t o ou r ob s e rva t i on , i s o n t h e i n c r e a s e , b o t h i n
i n t e r e s t an d numb e r s o f n ew co l l e c t o r s . I t i s b e i ng r e c ogn i z e d m o re f r om
t im e t o t im e no t o n ly a s a n i n t e r e s t i n g an d e du ca t i o n a l h ob by bu t

,
i f p r op e r ly

pu r su e d , a p r ofi t ab l e o n e a s w e l l .

Lest We Forget
Ou rs i s a Num i sma t i c M on th ly— n o t a p o l i t i c a l o n e . We have ou r own

v i ews on d ome s t i c qu e s t i o n s o f p a r ty p ol i t i c s— so h ave ou r r e a d e r s— bu t t h i s

i s n o t t h e p l a c e t o a i r t h em W h i l e t h e wa r l a s t s we a r e t h e Un i t e d S ta t e s
a n d w e a l l s t a n d b e h i n d P r e s i d e n t Wi l s on .

I n t h e s e h i s t o ry-mak i ng days i t i s h a r d t o ke e p up t o d a te w i t h t h e
wa r

’

s p r og r e s s . Wha t i s gr ea t n ew s t oday w i l l b e o l d n ew s b e fo r e t h i s i s
in p r i n t .

Y e t i t i s i mp o r t an t t h a t w e r em emb e r wh a t ou r ga l l a n t A l l i e s h av e do n e
b e fo r e our na t i o n e n t e re d th e wa r . O n th e We s t e r n F r o n t t h e B e l gi a n s

,

B r i t i s h a n d F r e n c h fough t aga i n s t t e r r ib l e o d d s
,
an d p a i d t h e p r i c e w i th t h e

b l o o d o f t h e i r nob l e s t s o n s .
We have b e e n gr ea t l y imp r e s s e d by t h e r e po r t o f a s p e e c h mad e r e c e n t l y

a t t h e c o nve n t i on o f t h e M i n n e s o t a B ank e r s’ A s s o c i a t i o n i n M i n n eap o l i s
,
by

Cap ta i n Frank Edwar d s , o f t h e Roya l Fu s i l i e r s (B r i t i s h A rmy ) . We wou l d

l ike t o qu o t e t h e s p e e c h i n fu l l , bu t mu s t b e c o n t e n t w i t h a sma l l e x t r a c t
I n t h e fi r s t two y ea r s o f wa r E ngl a n d by vo lu n t a ry e n l i s tm e n t

,
w i th ou t

c o n s c r i p t i o n o f a ny k i n d , h ad b r ough t five m i l l i o n m e n t o th e Colo r s
,
a nd a t

t h e e n d o f 1917 we h ad p l a c e d i n t h e fi e l d i n F r a n c e— in t h e fi eld— an a rmy o f

s i x m i l l i o n m en : Do you u n d e r s t a n d wh a t t h a t mean s t o Eng l a n d ? S i x m i l l i o n
me n ou t o f a p opu l a t i o n o f fo r ty- two mi l l i o n s—t h a t i s o n e man i n s ev e n o f
t h e wh o l e o f ou r p opu l a t i o n— o l d p e op l e

,
wome n an d ch i l d r e n .

“A man a sk e d m e th e o t h e r day , ‘Wha t i s you r b igge s t a rmy
,
wh e r e i s

t he b igge s t B r i t i sh a rmy ?’ I s a i d : ‘Th e b i gg e s t B r i t i s h a rmy i s u n der t h e
s od . I n th e fi r s t f ew mon th s o f t h e wa r— t h e s e figu r e s a r e au th e n t ic—we

'

l o s t m en . W e l o s t 78 p e r c e n t o f ou r e n t i r e fi gh t i ng l a n d fo r c e s -in
the fi r s t f ew mon t h s o f th e wa r . I n .

t h e g r e a t r e t r ea t f r om M on s on e d i v i sion
wen t i n t o a c t i o n s t r o ng a n d c am e ou t . O ut

'

of 400 o ffi c e r s i n o n e

e ngagem en t , 50 r e tu r n e d . Y ou talk
'

about t h e Somme figh t ; d o you kn ow
wha t i t c o s t u s ? Twe n ty-fi v e t h ou s an d o ffi c e r s

,
h a l f a m i l l i o n m en .

’

B e lg i um a nd Fra n c e w i l l l i v e t h r '

ough a l l age s '

a s t h e H e ro N a t i on s—we
have gon e to t h e i r h e l p . B r i t a i n w e n t a l s o—bu t t h r e e y e a r s b e fo r e we d i d .
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The Mint Mark “F” on t he Scot ch B awbee’s of Charles I I .

Th e l e t t e r “F” f ou n d b e l ow t h e bu s t o n t h e b awb e e s ( 1677-8 -9) o f Ch a r l e s

I I i s t h e i n i t i a l l e t t e r of S i r J oh n Fa l c on e r
,
Mas t e r o f t h e S co t t i s h M i n t u n d e r

Cha r l e s I I . H e wa s t h e s o n - in - l aw a n d a s s i s t a n t of N i c h o l a s B r i o t
,
app o i n t e d

M a s t e r o f t h e S c o t t i s h M i n t i n 1635 .

Fa l c on e r’s c on n e c t i o n w i t h t h e m i n t wa s a n unu su a l l y l o ng o n e
,
a s w e

fi n d h i s i n i t i a l l e t t e r o n s i l v e r c o i n s o f t h e t h i r d i s su e ( 1637) o f Ch a r l e s I .
Th e b awb e e s o f C ha r l e s I I a r e v e ry s o f t c op p e r

,
a n d i t i s o n ly on fi n e

sp e c im en s th a t t h e
“F” c a n b e s e e n .

War Orders of France Given to West Poin t
Col lec tion of M edals and Decorat ions P resented by Deleg ate of Frenc h

Gov ernment .

De l e ga t e d by t h e F r e n c h Gove r nm en t , F . Cu n l i ffe-Owe n
,
s e n i o r Kn igh t

of t h e Leg i on o f H ono r i n Ame r i c a i n r e s p e c t t o d a t e o f app o i n tm e n t
,
a e c om

panied by Cap t a i n Rouv ier o f t h e Fr e n c h H igh C omm i s s i on a n d by Maj o r
Ge n e ra l App l e t on , v i s i t e d W e s t Po i n t y e s t e r day t o p r e s e n t t o t h e M i l i ta ry
A ca d emy a c ol l e c t i o n o f a l l F ra n c e ’s O rd e r s o f Kn i gh th oo d

,
war d e c o ra t i o n s

,

an d wa r meda l s . Th e v i s i t o r s w e r e e n t e r t a i n e d a t lu n ch e o n a t th e offi cer s
’

me s s hy
‘

t h e Su p e r i n t e n d e n t
, Col on e l Samu e l E . T i l l man

,
a n d th e o ffi c e r s

o f h i s s t aff . Th e fo rma l p r e s e n ta t i on t ook p l ac e imm ed i a t e ly a f t e r a r ev i ew of
t h e c a d e t s . I n mak i ng i t M r . Cu n l i ff e-Owen sa i d :

“Th e s e b a dge s a r e b adge s o f h e ro i sm
,
a n d s i n c e t h e ob s t a c l e s t h a t fo r

m e r ly s t o o d i n t h e way o f t h e i r b e s t owa l by F ra n c e u po n o ffi c e r s a n d m en o f

a c t i v e s e rv i c e b e fo r e t h e c o n c lu s i on o f t h i s g r e a t wa r may r e tu r n h om e w i t h
you r b r e a s t a d o rn e d w i t h t h e r e d r i b b on o f t h e L eg i o n o f H on o r an d th e
War C ro s s .

Th e r e i s s om e th i n g sac r e d ab ou t t h e s e o r d e r s a n d m eda l s fo r va l o r
.

Th ey h el p t h e c onva l e s c e n c e o f t h e wou n d ed ; th ey c omfo r t t h e l a s t mome n t s
o f t h e dyi ng, an d t h ey c a r ry c on s o l a t i o n t o t h o s e b e r e av e d by t h e wa r . i n
th a t t h ey c on s t i tu t e a n i m pe r i s h ab l e memo r ia l o f t h e d e e d s o f p a t r i o t i c d ev o
t i on , an d s e l f- sac r ifi ce . It s e em s p a r t i cu l a r l y a pp r op r i a t e th a t F ra n c e sh ou l d
b e c ommemo ra t e d a t W e s t Po i n t by t h i s g i f t to you r mu s eum o f th e i n s i gn i a
o f h e r O rde r s o f Ch i val ry . N o F r e n c h s o l d i e r o f n o t e ev e r v i s i t s t h e Un i t e d
S t a t e s w i th ou t c om i ng t o pay t h e h omage o f h i s a dm i r a t i o n t o We s t Po i n t .
Th e l ov e o f F ran c e

,
you r o l d e s t f r i e n d

,
you r a l l y o f n e a r 150 y ea r s ago , a n d

n ow you r a l l y aga i n
,
i s b o r n a n d b r e d i n y ou

,
f r om th e v e ry mom en t y ou

com e i n t o t h e wo r l d . Nowh e r e i n Ame r i c a i s F r an c e . t h e F r a n c e o f t h e
e i gh t e e n th c e n tu ry , a n d th e F ran c e o f t od ay , mor e p ro fou n d ly l ov e d a n d
adm i r e d , t h a n h e r e i n t h i s b e au t i fu l We s t Po i n t , t h e m emor i e s o f wh i c h may
b e s a i d t o s e rv e a s a gu i d i n g s t a r t h r ou gh ou t t h e c a re e r o f i t s gra dua t e s .

”

N . Y . T imes .
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The Coinag e of Amer ica
AN H ISTORICAL SKE TCH .

Pap e r Re ad B e fo r e th e Nor t hamp ton Coun ty H i s t or i c al Soc i e ty
.

B y A. J . ODE NWE LDE R .

W e w i l l not c on s i d e r t h e o r i g i n o f money whe n th e or i g i n a l t rad e wa s

ba r t e r—when a Sou th Sea I s l and e r
’
s w ea l th wa s e s t ima t ed i n c o coanu t s

, or

i n an c i e n t Gr e e c e ( 1300 B . when ca t t l e was th e med ium o f exchange .
Howeve r , we w i l l s h ow you a few samp l e s of ea r ly Gre ek or Roman co i n s

ab ou t 500 B . C . ; a l s o s ome mon ey made of p orc e l a i n a nd gl a s s u s ed i n th e

ea r ly days . Th e one Roman co i n i n t h i s co l l e c t i o n i s pa r t i cu l a r ly i n t e r e s t i ng
,

a s i t i s b e l i ev e d f rom th i s S t . Gaude n s s e cu r e d h i s eagl e fo r our p re s e n t- day

t e n d ol l a r gol d p i e c e .

Th e fi r s t r e fe r e n c e mad e o f a c o i nage i n t en d e d for Amer i c a i s gi ve n u s
i n t h e h i s t o ry o f V i rg in i a , New Englan d an d t h e Summe r I s l e s by Cap ta i n

J oh n Sm i th
,
pub l i sh e d i n London

,
1624. I t ap pea rs t h e B e rmuda s , a l s o known

a s Summer’s I s l e s
,
we re so name d a f t e r a c e r ta i n Spa n i s h sh i p , t h e B e rmudas ,

wh i c h was w re cke d up on t h em . W h a t b e came of t h e Spa n i a rd s i s not known ,
bu t a quan t i ty of b l a ck hogs , a pa r t of t h e ca rgo , swam ash or e an d ru n n i ng
w i l d

,
b e came v e ry nume rou s . I n 1609, S i r Thomas Gat e s w i th ab ou t one

hun d re d a n d fi f ty p e r s on s on t h e i r way to Vi rg i n i a w e r e wre cke d o n th e
B e rmuda s an d i t i s s a i d ex i s t e d fo r n i n e mon th s o n w i l d f ru i t s an d p ork . I n
1616 Cap t a i n J oh n Smi th ap po i n t ed D a n i e l Tu cke r gove r nor o f B e rmudas .

Th i s gove rn o r e n fo rc e d l ab or an d u n d e r h im Smi th s ta t e s th e co l on i s t s h a s
“ b e s i d e mea t

,
d r i nk s a n d c l o t h e s a c e r t a i n k i nd o f b ra s s e money, wi th a h og

on on e s i d e i n memory o f t h e abu ndan c e of t h em fou nd at th e i r fi r s t lan d i ng .

Though co i n e d i n Eu rop e fo r t h e B e rmuda s abou t 1615 , t h e exa c t p l ac e and

c i r cums t an c e s w i l l n ev e r b e fou n d ou t . The s e co i n s a re exc e s s i v e ly ra re , on ly

two sp e c ime n s b e i n g kn own .

Th e fi r s t c o i n s s t ru c k i n Ame r i c a we r e t h e W i l l ow, Oak and P i n e Tr e e
s e r i e s

.
Th ey wer e s t ru c k ove r Span i s h s i l ve r ~ s h i l l i ngs a nd M ex i c an s i l v e r
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c o i n s . N o B r i t i s h c o i n s we r e u s e d a s i t w a s forbid den g
by h i s R oya l H igh n e s s

t o mu t i l a t e any co i n s o f t he B r i t i s h Emp i r e . Th e l aw au t h o r i z i ng t h e s e c o i n s
d e s ign a t e d a t r e e a s a d ev i s e , t h e k i n d o f t r e e , t o b e c h a nge d ev e ry t h r e e mon th s
a t t h e op t i o n o f t h e m i n t ma s t e r . Thus t h e p i n e t r e e c o i n age c omp o s e d o f t h e
sh i l l i ng

,
s i x—p e n c e

,
t h r e e-p e n c e a n d p en c e w e r e i n t r odu c e d

.

i n t h e c o l on y o f

M as s a c hu s e t t s . Each s e r i e s h a d s t amp e d u p on t h em a t r e e . Th e w i l l ow
s e em e d t o o c ru d e so a n oak was sub s t i tu t e d a n d fi n al l y t h e p i n e

,
wh i c h wa s

s o abu n dan t . Th e s t a t e d e r iv e d i t s n i ckn am e o f t h e P i n e T r e e S t a t e f r om
th e c o i n age o f t h i s l a t t e r s e r i e s . Th e c o i n age o f t h e p i n e t r e e m on ey wa s
v e ry l a rge . Th ey we r e i s s u e d ab ou t twe n ty- two y e a r s , bu t t h e d at e o f t h e i r
fi r s t i s su e

,
1652 , a lways r ema i n e d on th e co i n s .

Joh n Hul l a n d Rob e r t S au n d e r s on we r e e qua l o ffi c e r s o f t h i s p r im i t i v e
m i n t ru n on a p e r c e n t age b a s i s i n t h e p r op or t i o n o f on e t o tw e n ty . Wha t t h e i r

p rofi t s w e r e can n o t b e d e t e rm i n e d bu t when th e d au gh t e r o f J oh n Hu l l wa s
w ed de d t o J oh n Samu e l S ewal l i n 1655 , t h e m i n t ma s t e r s gav e th e b r i d e a
dowe ry o f h e r w e i gh t ( 146 p oun d s ) i n s i l v e r s h i l l i ng s . A t t h e c o n c l u s i on o f
th e we d d i ng a l a rge s t e e l -ya r d wa s b r ough t i n t o t h e r oom an d t h e b r i d e p l a c e d
upo n on e o f t h e p l a t fo rm s , wh i l e i n t o a tub o n t h e o t h e r s i d e w e r e p ou r e d

t h e p i n e t r e e s h i l l i n gs u n t i l t h e s c a l e b a l an c e d . J oh n Hu l l d i e d i n 1683 an d t h e

op e ra t i o n s o f t h e m i n t c e a s e d . Co i n s of t h i s t r e e s e r i e s m ay s t i l l b e ob ta i n e d
bu t a r e v e ry r a r e i n d e e d a n d t h o s e w e l l p r e s e rv e d c omman d fan cy p r em i um s .

C l o s e ly fo l l ow i ng t h e p i n e t r e e c o i n s c am e t h e M a ry l an d s h i l l i ng a n d s ix
p e n c e au t h o r i z e d by Lor d B a l t imo r e . Th e s e c o i n s w e r e n o t i n u s e v e ry l on g .

Vi rgi n i a i s su e d t h e fi r s t h a l f c e n t i n 1773 . Th e d i e s fo r th e s e c o i n s w e r e
mad e i n En gl an d . A few yea r s l a t e r t h e c e n t app e a r e d w i t h t h e s am e da t e ,
1773 , a s on th e so- c a l l e d “h ap e n ny .

”

I ssues by Gov ernment , U . S . A .

Th e C o l ony o f P e n n sy lvan i a mad e n o p rov i s i o n f o r a l o c a l c o i n age bu t
p a s s e d a numb e r o f r e s o lu t i o n s r e l a t i v e t o t h e v a lu e a n d u s age of t h e ot h e r

Co l o n ial c o i n s as wel l a s th o s e f rom Engl a n d an d Spa i n . P e n n sy l va n i a p a s s e d
a m os t d ra s t i c l aw on cou n t e r f e i t i n g i n 1741 . A ny p e r s o n c onv i c t e d o f c ou n
t er feit ing a ny go l d or s i l v e r c o i n i n t h i s p r ov i n c e wa s d oomed t o suffe r d e a th .

Any p e r s on kn ow i ngly p a s s i n g c ou n t e r fe i t m on ey
,
up o n conv i c t i o n

,
was

s e n t e n c ed t o s tan d i n t h e p i l l o ry o n e h ou r
,
h av i n g bo t h ea r s cu t off a n d na i l e d

to t h e p i l l o ry , b e s i d e s r e c e i v i n g tw en ty- on e l a sh e s i n pu b l i c on h i s o r h e r b a r e
back . Al s o a fi n e o f o n e h u n d r e d p ou n d s

,
one- h a l f t o g o t o t h e gove rn o r

an d on e -ha l f t o t h e i n fo rme r
,
wi th a l l c o s t s o f p ro s e cu t i o n u p on th e c o nv i c t .

Th i s l aw wa s r ep ea l e d i n 178 1 . Wi th th e ex c e p t i o n o f P enn sy l va n i a all t h e

o th e r c o l o n i e s ad op t e d s ome fo rm o f h a rd m on ey .

Co n gr e s s i n Ame r i c a i n 1776 i s s u e d a c o i n age o f t i n
,
b r a s s a n d a few

s i l v e r p i e c e s .
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A c omp l e t e s e t o f Un i t e d S t a t e s c e n t s w i l l b e , i n my e s t ima t i o n , by fa r
t h e m os t va l uab l e n o t h av i ng a c omp l e t e s e t o f go l d
L i t t l e c an b e s a i d ab ou t t h e 2c p i e c e s e x c e p t t h a t i t wa s t h e fi rst c o i n t o

b e a r t h e mo t t o “ I n Go d We T ru s t .” Th ey w e r e i s su e d f r om 1864—1873
i n c lu s i v e .

Th e s i l v e r 3c p i e c e c am e n ex t f rom 185 1 t o 1873 . Th e n i ck e l 3c p i e c e s
f rom 1865 t o 1889. Th e SC n i ck e l f r om 1866 t o d a t e w i t h s ev e r a l c h a nges
o f d i e s .

Twen ty-c e n t s i l v e r p i e c e s w e r e s t ru ck i n 1875 Th ey r e s emb l e d
the quar t e r d o l l a r v e ry mu ch an d of t e n p a s s e d fo r t h em .

Th e s i l v e r d o l l a r mad e i t s a pp e a ra n c e i n 1794. N o n e w e re i s s u e d fr om
1805 t o 1839 i n c l u s i v e . Th e mo t t o “ I n God We T ru s t” was p lac e d o n t h e
d o l l a r i n 1866. Th e r e w e r e , h owev e r , s e v e r a l b e au t i fu l p a t t e r n do l l a r s , d e
s ign ed by M e s s r s . Gob rch t an d M orga n , s t ru ck i n t h e y e a r s 1836, ’

38,
’
39 . Th ey

w e r e a l l s t ru ck f r om h igh l y fi n i s h e d s h a rp d i e s , a n d h igh ly p o l i s h e d p l a n ch e t s .
Co i n s o f t h i s c l a s s a r e kn own a s P r ofi Pa t t e r n s , o r t r i a l p r i c e s . M os t o f t h e s e
b eau t i fu l d e s ign s w e r e r e j e c t e d by th e M one t a ry Commi s s i o n a t Wash i ng t on .

P r oo f s e t s of c o i n s o f ea ch y e a r c ou l d b e pu r c h a s e d a t t h e m i n t t h e l a t t e r
p ar t o f Ja nu ary o f t h a t y ea r a t a p r em ium o f f rom 50 t o 200 p e r c e n t .

Th i s h a s a l l b e e n ch ange d by th e p r e s e n t a dm i n i s t r a t i o n
,
a s n o mo re

p roo f s c an b e pu r c h a s e d .

Th e T ra d e Do l l a r h a s a n i n t e r e s t i ng h i s t o ry , i s s u e d f rom 1873-1883 . Th i s
c o i n wa s i n t e n d e d fo r t ra d e w i t h t h e O r i e n t a l s . Our S t a n da r d D ol l a r co n t a i n e d

on ly gr a i n s o f s i l v e r wh i l e t h e Sp a n i s h a n d M ex i c an d ol l a r s c on ta i n e d
420 gra i n s . Th e y e l l ow p e op l e w ou l d n o t a c c ep t ou r S ta n d ar d D o l l a r o n a
p a r wi th t h e o th e r s s o Co ngr e s s au t h or i z e d a s i l v e r d o l l a r c o n t a i n i ng 420
g ra i n s 900 fi n e t o b e kn own a s t h e T r ad e D ol l a r . By t h e t ime th e s e c o i n s
w e r e i s s u e d mo s t o f ou r t ra d e h a d b e e n l os t a n d t h e c o i n s fou n d t h e i r way
ba ck i n t o c i r cu l a t i o n i n the .U . S . A .

A f t e r s ev e ra l y ea r s i t wa s sugge s t e d i n C ongr e s s t h a t i n s t e a d o f pu r
c h as i n g b a r s i lv e r w e m e l t up t h e T ra d e Do l l a r s an d u s e t h e 11V: g r a i n s fo r
t h e c o i n age o f m i no r c o i n s . Th i s b i l l p a s s e d an d a l l t h e b a nk s a n d sub
t r e a su r i e s w e r e g i v e n o r d e r s t o t ak e t h e T r ad e D o l l a r s ou t o f c i r cu l a t i o n a t
o n c e . I n a few ye a r s t h ey b e c ame s c a r c e a n d p e op l e b ega n t o h oa r d th em .

Th e n th e gov e r nme n t o r d e re d t h e b a nk s t o a l l ow on l y s ix ty c e n t s
,
t h i nk i ng

by t h i s m e th od no one
‘ would wan t t h em . Many a day

’s l a b o r wa s g i v e n fo r
a T r a d e D ol l a r an d a l l o f a su dd e n th e va l u e o f thi s d o l l a r d r opp e d t o s i x ty
c e n t s . Th i s i s t h e o n ly mon ey au t h o r i z e d by th e Congr e s s o f t h e U . S . t h a t

wa s e v e r r e pu d i a t e d .

Th e mo s t n o t ab l e a n d va l uab l e s i l v e r c o i n i s t h e d o l l a r o f 1804. I t i s
s a i d t h e s c a r c i ty o f t h i s do l l a r wa s du e to t h e s i nk i ng o f a Ch i n a b ou n d v e s s e l

h av i ng on b oa r d th e n t i r e m i n tage . O ne s t o ry h a s i t t h a t n i n e we r e fou n d

i n an o l d b l a ck box by wo rkmen i n 1833 wh i l e m ov i ng t h e m i n t . Th e s e w e r e
d i s t r i bu t e d among th e o ffi c i a l s o f t h e m i n t . O th e r l e a d i ng num i sma t i s t s of

t h i s d ay c l a i m t h e r e a r e n o o r i g i n a l 1804 do l l a r s a s a l l o f t h em we r e re s t r ike s
f rom an o l d d i e fou n d i n 1833 .

Th i s qu e s t i o n h a s n ev e r b e e n s e t t l e d a n d I b e l i ev e n ev e r w i l l b e . A l l I
c a n d o i s t o s h ow you a n 1804 d o l l a r a n d l e t i t b e fo r you t o j u dge a s t o
i t s o r i g i na l i t y .
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Some of the Num i smat ist’s N ig h tmares
B y F. E . DUTCHE R .

“N eve r t roub l e t roub l e
,
t i l l t r oub l e t r oub l e s you .

I n one of th e ba ck numbe rs of th i magaz i n e i s p r i n t e d an a r t i c l e adv i s i n g
young c ol l e c t o r s a s to wha t i s b e s t i n th e l i n e of p rocu r i ng co i n s

,
fo r e i g n

,
o r

th o s e of our own
“
l a nd of th e fr e e ,

” and , a ft e r quot i ng f rom s eve ra l s ou rce s
i n supp or t of one, a nd th e n th e oth e r , a l l th e v oung h obby r i d e rs

” are s e r e n e ly
advi s ed to d e c i d e t h e ma t t e r t h ems el ve s .

Th i s may s e em h ear t l e s s to th e you th
,
bu t n ot so,

a s a Jap wou l d

r emark . Exp e r i e n c e i s t h e b e s t au th or i ty , a s we l l a s t each e r, a n d a h i n t may

h e lp— so h e r e goes an a c tu a l fac t on pap e r , t o l d me by a co l l e c to r . who
l augh ed h ea r t i ly a s h e re ca l l ed th e exp e r i e n c e .

I t s e em s h e wan t e d to ge t t oge th e r a n unusual c o l l e c t i on
,
an d wro t e to

a d eal e r , as k i n g fo r a l i s t o f su ch p i e c e s . wi th th e i r va lu e s . Th i s l e t t e r was

e i th e r bad ly wr i t t e n , or amb igu ou s a s t o j ust wha t k i n d o f a l i s t wa s exp e c t e d ,
for to h i s d i smay, h e r e c e iv e d th e fo l l ow i ng au t h e n t i c bu t no doub t qu e e r a n d
u n i qu e i n f ormat i o n

,
v i z

Abyssinia.

No na t i o na l c o i nage . Large paymen t s made i n go l d i ng o t s , we igh ed by
th e W’

akea oun c e , 400 gra i n s t r oy . Th e Levan t i n e Thal e r o f M ar i a Th e re sa
,

1780
,
i s t h e l e ga l t e n d e r , an d i s d i v i de d i n t o 23 Haris . For smal l c hange

,
gl a s s

b ead s
,
ca l l e d “

B orjookes,
”
a r e u s ed .

3 B orjookesZ Kasbequis.
10K ibearsz D irv ani.

4 D ir v anisz H arf.
23 H arfsz Lev antine Thal e r .

A fghanistan .

5 Dinarsz Kasbequis.
2 Kasbequisz Dinar B i s t i .

5 D i n a r B ist i.: Shat ree . 2 Shat reesz Mahmood i.

2 Mahmood isZ Abassi. 50AbassisZ Tomaun .

80Cav eer sz Moocha P i a s t e r . 12 P icez Anna.

16 AnnasZ Rupee .

China.

10 Ss e o r S i i z H ao o r Chou .
10 Cash or Liz Candareen or Fu n .

10H ao or ChouI Cash o r Li . 10 Candar ee n o r F unz Mac e o r Ts i e n .

10M ac e o r Tsienz Tael o r gra i n t roy , of Syc e e (pu r e s i l v e r ) .

Moroc co.

4 Muzunaz Uki ia.
4 Ukiiaz Derham d

’

arb a uak .

2 Ukiiaz Derham cle Tmnia uyuh . 65 Ukiiaz B endki or B un t ikee.

Persia.

Sam e a s Afghan i s t a n
,
omi t t i n g cav eers, mocha -p i a s t r e s , p i c e , an na and

rup e e .

A f t e r r ead i n g th e l i s t c a r e fu l l y (wh i ch con t a i n e d s eve ra l o th e r n igh t
my fr i e n d h ad on ly l i f e en ough r ema i n i ng to or d e r t h e Ch i n e s e

“

ca sh
”

r “ l i
,

” t h e “Fun” an d a Por tu g ue s e
“
S e l l o

”

o r N uao Cru sado , wh i ch l i k e

w i s e app ear ed i n th e l i s t
.
Th e n h e s en t $ 10, fo r Co l l e c t i o n “

L ,

”

t o Texas , a nd

foun d wh a t h e wan t e d
,
a nd s ome t o

"

swap w i t h o th e r s i n t e r e s t e d .

Th i s s t o ry ca rr i e s su c h a fi n e j ok e a nd p la i n mora l , th a t I p a s s i t on
wi t h t h e h op e i t w i l l b e p r i n t e d an d w i l l b e app r e c i a t e d by you r r eade r s a s

i t wa s by me .

“N ev e r t roub l e t r oub l e
,
t i l l t roub l e t r oub l e s you .
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A Letter from Un c le Georg e to H is Nep hew John
My Dear John

As you doub t less know,
th e P hiladelphia Conv ent ion was forbidden by

th e proper aut horities, so the H igh Moguls had to call it off until next year .

The colored g entleman is still in the woodp ile securely hid den from all curious

eyes. And be fore the t ime comes around ag ain to fi x th e date for next year
’
s

Conv en tion, I sin cere ly t rust it will be foun d possible to make it a month

or six weeks earlier t han th e date decided for t his year . August is the best

mont h , at least it is for mysel f and all th e col lec tors I hav e spoken to on the

sub ject , fav or an early mee ting . I know,
John,
just as well as you can tell

me, t hat it is not for your Un cle Georg e to fi x th e date for th e Conv ention .

I am not the B oar d . I am not ev en th e C hairman of th e B oard . I am only

a common fellow .

” M ind you, I am not stru ck on th e term
“
fellow. It may

be all r igh t , but it smacks of th e .

‘

my man
”
kind of talk—b u t per haps it was

wel l meant .

N ow t hat N ov ember is wit h us on ce mo re, t hings numismatic are star ting
to hum . W hat wit h the Liber ty Loan and th e auc tion sales, a man can use

up a wh o le l o t of money and my bank ac count is down to near the zero p oin t .
Some migh t say t hat a man wit h only my salary has no righ t to col lect coins,
but t hat shows what t hey know ab out it . I take more pleasure out of my

coins t han I do in any ot her recreat ion . A man has a righ t to some pleasure
in t his life

,
and I fi nd a great amount of it in my collect ion and making ad di

t ions to i t from time to time .

I mean , h owev er
,
to study coins t his w in ter more t han usual . This may

make up for not be ing ab le to buy as many coins as I may wish to do. H av e

you ev er n o ticed t hat a great major it y of the standar d works on N umismatics

are rathe r d ry reading ? W hy cannot th e learned wr i ters th r ow a lit t le imag i

nat i on and less d ry fac ts in to t heir papers, and so make the sub jec t more
in teresting and readab le ?
They might learn a t hing or two from the professional adv er t isement

w riters. Take the “Fel low”
who sings th e praise of the wor l d-famous “

Crape
”

tobac co
,
or the g ifted genius who tel ls us of the merits of the B aby E lephant

brand. These adv ert isemen ts are masterpieces of fi ction. I hav e g one some

years now w i t hout smoking
,
but after reading about the v alue of t hese two

b rands, I pur c hased a t in o f one,
‘

and a bag o f the ot her and star ted smoking
again , bu t be liev e me

,
th e adv ert isemen ts are the best t hings abou t t hese

b rands. W hy c anno t num ismat i c wri ters adopt t h is plan—w rite in more

in terest ing and c onv inc ing ways ? Their works wou l d be mo re readab le,
espec ial l y t o the non o collector . B ut whoever hear d of a man star t ing to

c o l lec t becau se he had read some t h ing t hat in terested h im in any par ticu lar
ser ies ? There is leg i t imate r oman ce and c harm to be found in c oins—far
more t han in t ob a c c o—why sh ould not t h is new way be giv en a t r ial ? The

t r ou b le is, ou r e d i t o r s and pu b l is her s hav e tied t he i r hands wit h t rad i t ions of

t h e pa s t
I h e a r d f rom J im th e o t her d ay ;of c ou r se you know he

’
s been i n Fran ce

for s ome mon t h s . W e l l , h e
’s s t a r ted me da l co l lec t ing—h e has an E ng l ish

o n e , and a B elg i a n—and has b e en r e c ommen ded fo r th e F renc h C ross. I’m
p r ou d t ha t a b oy o f mi n e i s do i ng h i s “b i t” fo r ou r c ou n t ry . I h ope ou r boys
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Spen ce -And H is P lan
A c o r r e sp o n d en t a sk s f o r i n fo rmat i o n r e sp e c t i ng a t oke n h e h a s . I t i s a

p l a i n fl an
,
coun terstamped—SPEN CE S PLAN—YOU FOO LS i n two l i n e s ,

a n d on th e r ev e r s e— OR STARVATION FOR EVER , i n t h r e e l i n e s . H e
a sk s : “W ho was Sp e n c e , a n d wha t wa s h i s

Th oma s Sp e n c e wa s bo r n o n Ju n e 21
,
1750, a t N ew ca s t l e -ou-Tyn e

,
Eng l a n d .

H i s fa t h e r wa s a n e t mak e r a n d s h o emak e r
,
a n a t i v e o f Ab e r d e e n

,
wh o w e n t

t o N ew ca s t l e ab ou t 1739 . H e wa s on e o f n i n e t e e n c h i l d r e n
,
h i s fa t h e r b e i ng

tw i c e ma r r i e d .

Th oma s Sp e n c e b ega n h i s bu s i n e s s l i f e a s a c l e rk . Sub s e q u e n t l y h e
b e c ame a s c h o o lma s t e r . H e b e l o nge d t o a s e c t c a l l e d “G l a s s i t e s

,

” wh i c h h e ld

t h e v i ew t h a t a l l t h e i r good s w e r e c ommon p rop e r ty a n d l i ab l e t o t h e c a l l s o f
t h e p o o r o f t h e i r c hu r c h .

Wh en tw e n ty -fi v e y ea r s o f age h e pub l i s h e d a l e c tu r e h e h a d
de l i v e r e d b e fo r e t h e N ewca s t l e Ph i l o s op h i c a l S o c i e ty on “Th e R ea l R igh t s
o f M an . I n th i s h e p ra c t i c a l ly a n t i c i p a t e d t h e v i ew s exp r e s s e d b y H en ry
Ge o rge i n h i s P r ogr e s s a n d Pov e r ty .

”

Sp e n c e
’
s p l a n wa s t h a t t h e i n h ab i t a n t s of e a ch p a r i s h s h ou l d fo rm a c o rp o

ra t i o n i n wh i c h th e l an d o f t h a t p a r i s h s h ou l d b e v e s t e d fo r ev e r
,
t h a t t h e pa r i s h

o ffi c e r s s h ou l d c ol l e c t t h e r e n t s f r om th e o c cu p i e r s
,
d e du c t t h e s t a t e an d l oc a l

exp e n s e s
,
a n d d iv i d e t h e su rp l u s among t h e p a r i s h i on e r s . O n a c cou n t of t h e

v i ew s exp r e s s e d i n t h e l e c tu re , t h e Ph i l o s op h i c a l S oc i e ty p r omp t ly exp e l l e d
Sp e n c e

,
who

,
h ow eve r , r e fu s e d t o b e s up p r e s s e d . H e we n t t o Lo nd o n i n

1783
,
a n d s e t u p u p a s b ook s e l l e r a n d p r i n t e r a t N o . 8 L i t t l e Tu r n s t i l e , H igh

H o l b o rn
,
e a r l y i n 1794.

I n c onn e c t i o n w i t h h i s p l a n fo r l a n d r e fo rm
,
h e s t ru ck t h e fo l l ow i ng

m eda l o r t i ck e t a s a fo rm o f p r op agan da fo r l a n d r e fo rm .

Obv .

— SPEN CE’S GLORIOUS PLAN I S PARO CH I AL PARTNER
SH I P I N LAND W I THOUT PRIVATE LANDLORD I SM . Cen t r e w i t h i n a

rad i a t e d c i r c l e : SPEN CE’S PLAN NOV . 8 . 1775 .

R ev .

— Han d h ol d i ng a n o l i v e b ra n ch
,
b e l ow i t a p a i r o f s c a l e s a n d a

c o rnu cop i a . TH I S JUST PLAN W I LL PRODUCE EVERLASTIN G
PEACE AND HAPP I N ESS OR I N FACT TH E M I LLEN IUM . ( S i c . )

Th e r e a r e ov e r tw o hun d r e d va r i e t i e s l i s t e d i n A tk i n s’ “Th e Tradesmen
’
s

Toke n s o f t h e E igh t e e n t h Ce n tu ry
,

” t h a t a r e c r e d i t e d t o Sp e n c e—a l l h av i ng
r e fe r e n c e t o t h e p o l i t i c a l qu e s t i o n s o f t h a t t im e

,
an d t h e v i ew s h e l d by Sp e n c e

c o n c e r n i n g t h em .

On th e 29th o f M ay
,
1794, h e was a r r e s t e d on a su s p i c i o n o f h igh t r e a s o n ,

a n d tak e n t o N ewca s t l e P r i s o n
,
whe r e h e r ema i n e d w i t h ou t a t r i a l

,
b e i n g

d i s c h a rged De c emb e r 22nd
,
1794. Th e i mp r i s o nm en t i s c ommemora t ed o n

s eve ra l o f h i s t ok e n s .
He l ik ew i s e counter stamped r e ga l c o pp e r cu r r e n cy an d p l a i n fl ans wi th

va r i ou s qu o t a t i o n s r e s p e c t i n g h i s l an d re fo rm p l an . Th e s e h e i s sa i d t o h av e
j e rk e d f r om h i s s h op w i n d ow t o p a s s e r s by

,
an d i t i s p r ob ab ly on e o f t h e s e

t ha t ou r c or r e s p on d e n t h a s .

Th i s i n gen i ou s a n d h on e s t e n th u s i a s t d i e d i n Ca s t l e s t r e e t , Oxfor d s t r e e t ,
Lond on , o n Se p t emb e r 8 , 18 14, aged 64 yea r s , an d h i s fu n e ra l wa s at t e n d ed
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by many of h i s d i s c i p l e s . Toke n s exp re s s i ng t h e v i ew s h e h e l d
,
a n d meda l s

we re d i s t r i bu t ed , and a pa i r of s c al e s was ca r r i e d b e for e h i s c o ffi n to i nd i ca t e
th e j u s t i c e of h i s v i ew s .

F or add i t i ona l i n forma t i on c on c e r n i ng Spe n c e . h i s t ok en s an d h i s po l i t i ca l
p l a t fo rm , our c o r r e sp onde n t i s r e fe r r e d to th e work

,

“
Sp e n c e an d H i s Po l i t i c a l

\Vo rks,

”
wri t t en an d pub l i sh ed ( 19 17 ) by M r . Art hu r W . Wa t e r s .

Worse Than the Sh inp laster of C iv i l War Fame

A cu r i ou s c on d i t i o n o f affa i r s w i t h r e sp e c t to mo n ey p r eva i l s i n th e
d e pa r tm en t o f Na r i n o , t h e s ou th e rnmos t d epa r tmen t of Co l omb ia . Th i s re gi on

i s i s o l a t e d by poo r mean s of c ommun i ca t i o n from th e c e n t ra l gov e rnmen t and

h a s r egu la t e d i t s own afl air s to a grea t ex t e n t . W h en th e r e s t o f th e c ou n t ry
ad op t e d a gol d s ta ndar d Nar i n o re fu s ed to c on fo rm and e n fo rc e d a l oca l
s i l v e r s tan da rd . As i t a c c ep t s a t s i l v e r valu e c o i n s of a l l na t i o n s and dat e s

i t h a s b e c om e a dump i ng—grou nd fo r c o i n s no l o n ge r cu r r e n t e l s ewh e r e .

I t i s s a i d th a t t h e mos t abu nda n t c o in s a r e th e old e igh t-r ea l p i e c e s of t h e
ea r ly day s of i n d ep e n d en c e . A few year s ag o,

we may add , th e whol e of

Co l omb i a wa s swamp ed wi th pap e r cu r re n cy en ormou s ly d ep r ec i a t e d . At one

t i m e i t t ook p e s o s o f th i s pap e r to buy a Un i t e d S ta t e s go l d d ol l a r .
Th e gove r n men t ha s now i s su ed a de cr e e r e ca l l i n g th e na t i onal s i lv e r c o i n e d
b e fo re 19 1 1 an d al l fo r e i gn mo n ey now i n c i rcu l a t i on .

Rochester Num ismat ic A ssociat ion
Oc t . l st 1918 .

On e hund r e d an d fi fty-fi fth mee ting of t h e Roch e s t e r Num i smat i c A s s o
c iat ion ca l l e d to o rde r by Pre s i d e n t H . H . Yawg er .

M emb e r s p re s e n t : M e s s r s . Yawg er , W . H . Ambe rg
,
Gi l l e t t e , H i ck s , L . G .

Ambe rg
,
B or radaile , Koeb ,

P lumb
,
Maunov ry,

Loizeau, Har i ng, Wool s ey an d

Bu r l i n g .

Commun i c a t i o n s r e c e i v e d : Le t t e r f rom M r . Ca r l Wur tzbach
, Pre s i de n t

o f t h e A . N . A . ,
t h ank i n g th e memb e r s fo r t h e i r k i n d i n t e r e s t i n h i s r ec e n t

b e r eav emen t .

Moved by W . H . Ambe rg th a t t h e A s s o cia t i o n pu r chas e a bond o f

th e Fou rt h L i b e r ty Loan
,
t h e r eby mak i n g ou r fou r t h sub s c r ip t i on , on e fo r

each l oa n .

M r
. Koeb of t h e .

Memori a l M e da l Commi t t e e r e po r t e d p rogr e s s , an d ex

p e e t s to have s eve ra l de s i gn s subm i t t e d a t th e n ex t m ee t i ng .

Mee t i ng adj ou rn e d t o O c tob e r 15 th ,
19 18 .

W . H . AM BERG , Se c
’
y .

Everybody Can Help
Eve ry man

,
woman an d ch i l d i n Ame r i c a c an h e lp w i n th e war . Eve ry

man
,
woman and ch i l d wh o buy s a L i b e r ty B on d or a War Sav i ngs S t amp

do e s s ome th i ng t oward w i n n i ng th e wa r , e n l i s t s i n on e d iv i s i o n o f na t i on a l

s e rv i c e
,
su ppo r t i ng th e gove rnmen t

,
an d back i ng up ou r figh t ing men in Fran c e

an d on th e s e a s .
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Western Penn sy lvan ia Num i smat i c A s soc iat ion
Th e r egu l a r mon th ly m e e t i n g o f t h e We s t e r n P e n n sy lv an i a Num i sma t i c

A s s o c i a t i o n wa s h e l d o n Tu e s d ay ev en i n g
,
S e p t emb e r 3 rd , a t t h e h ome o f

P re s i d e n t G . F . E . W ilharm . Memb e r s pr e s e n t
,
Me s s r s . Mar l i e r

,
G ibb s , K r a f t ,

Sh i nk l e
,
G i e s

,
B oy l e . A s p e c i a l w elcom e

'

was gi v e n t o M r . Sh i n k l e , wh o h ad

n o t b e e n ou t fo r qu i t e a l on g t im e .

A most e n j oyab l e m ee t i ng wa s h e l d , a f t e r whic h t h e b eau t i fu l c o l l e c t i o n
o f D r . W ilh arm was shown .

UThe .exh i-b i-t c o n s i s t e d o f Un i t e d S ta tes c e n t s ,
a s w e l l a s s i lv e r an d go l d , a l s o fo r e ign go l d a n d s i l v e r c o i n s . Th e

‘
exh ibit

was adj ou r n e d ab ou t 11 o’c l o ck
,
a t wh i c h t i m e a l u n ch was s e rve d . A s t a n d i ng

vo t e o f t h ank s wa s g i v e n t o D r . W ilharm f o r t h e p l e a s a n t ev e n i ng .

A . C . G I E S , Se c’y .

4° 4

Th e r egu l a r mon t h l y m e e t i n g o f t h e We s t e r n P e n n sy l v an i a Num i sm at i c
A s s o c i a t i o n wa s h e l d o n Tu e s day eve n i n g

,
O c t ob e r 1st

,
i n t h e i r r o oms a t t h e

Ca r n egi e I n s t i tu t e
,
w i t h Dr . W ilharm i n t h e c h a i r . Memb e r s p r e s e n t , D r .

W ilharm ,
M es s r s . Mar l i e r

,
B oy l e

,
G i b b s

,
G i e s . M r . H . E . Hubb a r d wa s

p r e s en t a s a v i s i t o r . An i nv i t a t i o n was ex t e n d e d t o th e A s s o c i a t i o n b y M r .
G i b b s t o h ol d t h e N ov emb e r m e e t i ng a t h i s h ome an d v i ew h i s co l l e c t i o n o f
f o re ign c o i n s . I nv i t a t i o n wa s a c c ep t e d . Exh i b i t i o n s w e r e a s f o l l ow s

M r . Mar l i e r .‘ Fou r l a rge b r o n z e m eda l s
,
l a rge m e da l F e rd i n a n d I I

,
S i c i l y

two meda l s , Pau l V w i t h d iff e r e n t r e v e r s e s , a n d -on e o f P inx IX .

M r . G i bb s : S i x ty d iff e r e n t coun terstamped and
'

cut c o i n s o f t h e We s t

I n d i e s I s l a n d s a n d n i n e countestamped c rown s , i n c l u d i n g v e ry r a r e h a l f b i t
S t . Eu s t a t iu s , S t . Lu c i a , S t . Mart i n s , I nagu a , T r i nidad , e t c .

Mr . B oy l e : Unc i r cu l a t e d U . S . C en t s
,
2 va r i e t i e s

,
1787 , 1798 , 1805 , 1806,

1807
,

’
27 ,

’
29

,

’
38

,

’
39 h ea d o f ’

40
,
1840 l a rge d a t e .

Dr . W ilharm : Twen ty-fi v e d iff e r e n t C o l on i a l s
,
23 Engl i s h H a l f P e n ny

Tok en s
,
5 Fa r t h ings .

M r . Gi e s : Two va r i e t i e s 1796 L ib e r ty Cap c e n t s , 1796 El l e t H ead a n d
1797 c e n t

M e e t i n g ad j ou rn e d a t 10o’c l o ck t o me e t t h e fo l l ow i n g m on th a t t h e h ome
of M r . G i bb s .

A . c . GI E S , se c’y.

The Pac i fi c Coast Num i smat i c Soc iety
Th e 4oth me e t i n g o f t h e Pac ifi c C oas t Num i sma t i c S oc i e ty wa s h e l d

Tu e s day, S e p t . 24th; a t t h e o ffi c e o f i t s S e c r e t a ry .

I n t h e ab s e n c e o f th e P re s i d e n t th e m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o rd e r by
M r . B . B ran don .

Memb e r s p r e s e n t : Me s s r s . H a igh
,
H aagen

'

s en
,
H i l l , Landecker , Moh r ,

Th oma s , B e a rd s l e e , W e b b , B ra n d on ; Gi l l , Moh r , Z e rb e an d ‘ S t e i nman .

Upon mo t i o n o f M r . S t e i nman i t w a s u n an im ou s ly ca r r i e d t h a t t h e

C ommi t t e e on E l e c t i o n b e i n s t ru c t e d t o h a n d i n ' i t s r e c omme nda t i on c o n

c e rn i n g th e i n c r ea s i n g o f du e s
,
a l s o i t s sug g est iom in r ega rd s t o m emb e r s

who h ave j o i n e d t h e c o l o r s .
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f r om S ta t e b ank s i n v a r i ou s W i s c o n s i n t own s , amon g wh i c h w e r e LaC rosse,
Sh eb oygan

,
O con omowoc an d M i lwauk e e

,
a l s o f r om S t on i n gt on . a n d

R i c hmon d
,
Va . A cu r i ou s misst ruc t f r e ak qu a r t e r , s t ru ck o n a n i c ke l p l a n c h e t .

A f t e r s om e num i sma t i c d i s cu s s i o n a n d a s o c i a l t im e t h e m e e t i ng wa s
adj ou rn e d . R . E . DAV I S , Sec’y.

Prices Real ized at t he
°

Sale Held by B . M ax Meh l Oc t . 2 9 th
An c i e n t . Egyp t . P rolmeny a n d B e r n i c e I I . D ec ad ra c hm
Rome . Ju l i u s Ca e s a r a n d O c t av iu s .
C l au d i u s , Au r eu s
Egyp t . P tolmeny I I . P ententag rachm
Rome . A l ex an d e r t h e G re a t . S t a t e r
An nam . Gol d M edal
Ge o rg i a Gol d , 64 G . 22 CARATS . Ve ry fi n e

CARO LI NA GOLD , 67 G . 21 CARATS . V e ry good
CAROLINA GOLD

,
70 G . an d 20CARATS . Ve ry fi n e

CAROLINA GOLD . 128 G . 22 CARATS
Col o rado . C la rk Co. , 1860,

Go l d
1860 Ex . F i n e
1860 Vi ew o f P ik e s P e ak . F i n e
1861 F i n e
Ca l i fo r n i a . 1852 .

1849 Moffa t Co . Ex . fi n e
1853 Ve ry fi n e
No r r i s . Gr i e g No r r i s . 1849

B a l dwi n Co . 1850.

185 1 Ve ry fi n e . 887 THOUS
880 THOUS

1852 900 THOUS
185 5 Rou nd . 900THOUS
Mormon

,
1849 Ve ry good

O r egon , 1849 Ve ry go od
S i lv e r D ol l a r s . 1797 . Ex . g ne . .

1836 C . Gob r e ch t . Ex . fi n e
Ha l f Do l l a r s . 1796 F i f t e e n s t a r s . V . good
1797 Ve ry good
D ime

,
1804 Ve ry good

N i c kel Th r e e -Cen t
,
1877 P roo f

La rge C en t . 1799 V . fa i r
1856 F l y i n g Eagl e C e n t . P r o o f
( 1792 ) W a s h i ngto n Ce n t .
1801 Go l d
1900 B rya n
1859 Pa t t e rn . Copp e r . A .

- \N . 276
1874 Pa t t e r n . Copp e r p r oo f . A .¢W . 1367
1870 Pa t t e r n D ol l a r . S i lv e r

,
p l a i n e dge . A.

-W . 684
1871 Pa t t e r n Do l l a r . S i l v e r . A-W . 1 110
1872 Comme rc i a l D o l l a r . A-VV. 1248 . S i l v e r
1870 Pa t t e rn H al f Do l l a r . A .

-W . 883 . S i l v e r
1870 Pa t t e rn H al f D ol l a r . A .

-W . 889 . S i lve r
1870 Pa t t e rn Ha l f D ol l a r . A .

-W . 890. S i l v e r
I nd i an P r i n c e s s . A .

-W .

1875 Pat t e rn 20c . A .
-W .

1875 Pa t t e rn 20c . A .

-W . 1446. S i l v e r p r oo f
1875 Pa t t e rn 2oe . A .

—\V. 1446. S i l v e r p r o o f
1875 Pat t e r n 2oe . A .

-W . 1453 . S i l v e r

Th e r e we r e i n a l l ov e r fi f t e e n hu nd r e d l o t s
,
r e a l i z i n g a t o ta l o f E i gh t

Th ou s an d D o l l a r s . Th e P r i c e L i s t sh ow i n g amou n t s r ea l i z e d by ea ch l o t may
b e h a d fo r o n l y fi f ty c e n t s , f r om B . Max M eh l

,
Fo r t W o r t h

,
Texa s

.



An Illustrated journalDevoted to Coins, Medals and Paper Money

O r igin a l c on tr ibu tions frornthose in te r est ed in Num ism a t ic s so l ic it ed and l ibera l ly pa id for .Newspap e r and ma g azm e c l ipp in gs pe r tain in g to Num ism a tics thankfu lb r ec e iv ed .

8 . MAX MEHL, Editor and Publisher
Offices. Mehl Building, Fort Worth ,

Texas
Subsc rip tion Pr ic e in United States , 50 c en ts a year ; Canada and Fore ig n

Vol. lX . FORT WORTH, TEXAS, DECEMBER, No. 12

W ith The Ed itor

The Passi ng of 1 9 1 8
\Ve sa i d l a s t mon th , t h a t t h i s was a Numi smat i c M on th ly, not a p ol i t i ca l

one . Bu t so much ha s h app en ed
,
s o much h i s to ry ha s b e e n mad e dur i ng th e

pas t few w e e ks
,
t h a t i t i s not ou t o f p l a c e t o mak e a pa s s i ng r e fe r e nc e to

eve n t s th a t w i l l fo rev er l i ve i n t h e h istorv o f th e wor l d .

Emp i r e s h av e b roke n up . Th e Hap sbu rg an d Hoh enzo l l e rn dynas t i e s ar e

t h i n g s of t h e p a s t an d we p l ac e t h em o n t h e ‘ s h e l f w i th t h e d i s ca rd e d Roman

off s . Wh i l e we a s numi smat i s t s w i l l m i s s t h em , f ew of u s w i l l d rop a t ea r .

N ew r epub l i c s a r e c omi n g i n t o ex i s t en c e , t h e map of Eu rop e i s b e i ng
change d . Th e o l d o rd e r i s giv e n away to th e n ew— whe r e w i l l i t e n d ? Th i s

yea r w i l l s e e t h e e n d o f s ev e ra l s e r i e s of c o i n s
,
th e c om i ng yea r w i l l s e e

s ev e ra l f r e sh s e r i e s i s su ed . Th e s i ngl e a n d doub l e h ea de d eagl e s o f Au s t r i a ,
Ge rmany a n d Ru s s i a hav e l o s t th e i r h ead s an d a r e th i n gs o f th e pa s t a s fa r
a s th e c o i n age o f th e s e t h r e e la nd s a r e c on c e r ne d . W hat w i l l t ak e t h e i r p l a c e ?

Th e Pea c e Congr e s s w i l l hav e t o d ea l w i th s eve ra l qu e s t i on s
,
an d not th e

l ea s t i n t e r e s t i ng w i l l b e t h e fu tu r e o f th e m i n o r S ta t e s of Europ e . Th e l i t t l e

p eop l e w i l l h av e a ch anc e to l i v e an d grow . Th e wor l d i s s ave d fo r d emoc racy .

Long l i ve t h e P eop l e !

N ew One Cen t For Canada
From O t tawa c ome s th e n ews th a t th e M i n i s t e r of Fi nan c e i s con s i de r i ng

th e d e s ig n fo r a n ew copp e r c o i n . I t w i l l b e s l i gh tl y l a rge r a n d th i ck e r t ha n
a t e n - c e n t p i e c e

,
s o a s to b e r e ad i l y d i s t i ngu i sh ab l e to th e t ou ch . The p re s e n t

Canad i an c e n t i s
,
we con s i d e r

,
l a rge r th a n i t n e e d b e

,
an d wh en we have made

th i s r emark t o Canad i an fr i e n d s , th ey have s a i d th e s ame of ou r n i ck e l . Why
e i t h e r of th e s e two c o i n s s h ou l d b e a s l a rge a s t h ey a r e i s b eyon d u s , th e

s iz e m igh t we l l b e r e du c e d .

I t wou l d s e em from th e O t t awa d i s pa t c h th a t a cha nge i s t o b e made i n

t h e typ e . Th e d e e d s o f th e Canad i an t r oop s i n th e worl d wa r m igh t we l l b e

commemo rat ed . B u t th i s we mu s t l e av e t o t h e i r own t a s t e .
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The Number of Coin Co l lec tors On The I ncrease
On e o f th e r e su l t s o f th e wa r w i l l b e a l a rge i n c r e a s e i n t h e numb e r o f

c o l l e c t o r s o n t h i s c on t i n e n t . Th e gr e a t maj o r i ty o f ou r b oy s wh o h av e

c r o s s e d ov e r t o Eu r op e w i l l b r i n g w i t h t h em on t h e i r r e tu r n s om e c o i n s i n

u s e i n t h e d i ffe r e n t cou n t r i e s t h ey h av e v i s i t e d . Th e s e co i n s w i l l b e k e p t a s
s ouve n i r s . Th e b oys w i l l n o t a l l b e c om e c o l l e c t o r s

,
a s w e u n d e r s t an d th e

t e rm— bu t a l l w i l l h av e mad e a s t a r t
,
an d i n c o i n c ol l e c t i n g i t i s t h e s t a r t t h a t

c ou n t s . On c e a go od s t a r t i s mad e t h e r e s t i s e a sy . I n fu tu r e ye a r s w e
exp e c t t o h ea r many co l l e c t o r s s ay th a t t h ey s t a r t e d c ol l e c t i ng du r i n g t h e
gre a t wa r wh e n t h ey w e r e i n B e lgi um

,
Fran c e

,
E ngl a n d , I t a l y o r Ru s s i a .

Co i n s on c e a c qu i r e d i n t h i s way w i l l b e k ep t
,
a n d fo rm t h e nu c l eu s o f many

l a rge c o l l e c t i o n s o f t h e fu tu r e .

Ameiican Souv en ir Coins
I n a pap e r p r e pa r e d by M r . F . G . Duffi eld ,

t h e ab l e e d i t o r o f “Th e Num i s

mat ist ,
” t o h av e b e e n r ea d b e fo r e t h e Ph i l a d e l p h i a Co nv en t i on o f t h e A . N . A .

,

h e a s k s wh e th e r i t wou l d n o t p opu l a r i z e fu t u re s ouv en i r c o i n s to i s su e t h em

u nd e r d iff e r e n t c o n d i t i o n s .

I t c e r t a i n l y w ou l d . Th e p r e s e n t s y s t em i s ou t o f d a t e a n d u n j u s t t o
a l l c o i n d ea l e r s h a n d l i n g th e s e c o i n s . Th e gen e ra l p ub l i c h av e t h e imp r e s s i o n

th a t t h e d iff e r e n c e b e tw e e n t h e fa c e va lu e o f t h e s e c o i n s ” a n d th e p r i c e s

t h ey a r e s o l d a t , go e s i n t o t h e d e a l e r s
’
p ock e t s . I t d oes n o t . I t i s on e o f

t h e c o n d i t i o n s su r rou n d i ng t h e i s s u e .

Mr . Duffi eld s t a t e s : Th e obj e c t i n i s s u i n g s ouv en i r c o i n s i s t o

c r ea t e a r ev e nu e , an d t o th i s n o s e r i ou s obj e c t i o n c a n b e u rge d . B u t t h ey

a r e i s s u e d a l s o f o r an o t h e r r e a s o n— t o c ommemora t e e v e n t s i n our n a t i o n ’s

h i s t o ry
,
an d to o gr e a t a t t e n t i o n sh ou l d n o t b e gi v e n t o t h e qu e s t i o n o f m e r e

r ev e nu e . Aft e r a l l , th e r ev e nu e de r i v e d f r om
_

t h e s a l e o f t h e s e i s su e s i s bu t

sma l l . A la rge r i s su e a t a l ow e r p r i c e wou l d p r odu c e m or e r e v e nu e . Le t
th e s e i s su e s s e rv e a n e du c a t i o n a l pu rp o s e .

The Com ing Year -For Num ismat ics
Th e c om i n g ye a r

,
1919

,
s h ou l d b e a good ye ar fo r n um i sma t i c s i n t h i s

c ou n t ry . Th e r e i s bu t l i t t l e d ou b t t h a t many O l d W o r l d c o l l e c t i o n s w i l l b e
p l a c e d u po n t h e ma rk e t , an d a s t h e w ea l t h of t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s i s gr e a t e r

now t h an i t h a s ev e r b e e n b e f o r e , s ome o f t h em w i l l b e s e n t t o t h i s c ou n t ry

fo r s a l e . Co l l e c t i o n s o f c o i n s s e e k th e b e s t ma rk e t s . Th e r e s t r i c t i o n s a n d
emba rgo on c o i n s w i l l d ou b t l e s s b e r emov e d i n t h e n e a r fu tu r e an d t h e num i s
ma t i c wh e e l s wh i r l me r r i ly a rou n d on c e mo re .

Who Wan t s An I ron Cross
A d i s pa t c h f rom Ams t e rd am t o N ew York s ta t e s t h a t l ron C ro s s e s

,

b e s t owe d by th e ex - Kai s e r i n su ch l a rg e q u an t i t i e s du r i n g th e wa r , a r e now

b e i n g s ol d i n G e rmany fo r fiv e p fe n n i gs ( on e c e n t ) ea ch . Bu t wh a t ev e r g i v e s
th em th i s va l u e ?
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The Cros s of Leg ion of Honor

Hon o r i s t h e fa i r e s t t r e e i n t h e woo d s
,
s ay s a n o l d p r ov e r b , wh i c h i s

a lmo s t fo rgo t t en
,
a n d n o t mu ch cu r r e n t a t t h e p r e s e n t age

,
wh en mon ey p l ay s

su ch a la rge p a r t i n a l l a ffa i r s o f l i f e . W e h ave b e c ome a c cu s t om ed t o

ap p ra i s i n g ev e ry t h i n g wo r th so mu c h i n do l l a r s an d c e n t s . Bu t a l l human
d e e d s ca n n o t b e r ewa rd e d w i t h c e r t a i n sum s o f c o l d c a sh

,
an d mo s t n a t i o n s

h av e i n s t i tu t e d o r d e r s
,
a n d b e s t ow t oke n s o f r e c ogn i t i o n o n t h e i r b e s t c i t i z e n s ,

b e i t t h e s c i e n t i s t
,
s o lv i n g a p r ob l em fo r t h e b e n efi t o f mank i n d , t h e c ou rage ou s

s o l d i e r i n t h e fi e l d
,
o r t h e humb l e man i n t h e wa lk s o f ev e ryday l i f e d i s p l ay i ng

u nu sua l c ou rage a t c r i t i c a l m ome n t s . Amo n g th e an c i en t G r e e k s a n d Roman s
t h i s ou twa rd t ok e n fo r d i s t i n g u i s h e d c on du c t wa s v e ry o f t e n bu t a w r e a th o f

l au r e l ; du r i n g t h e m i dd l e age th e kn i gh th o od s fl our ished
' a t th e p r e s e n t t im e

th e ou twa rd t ok e n s fo r d i s t i n gu i s h e d s e rv i c e a r e “c ro s s e s a n d me da l s .

Th e o l d e s t c r o s s o f d i s t i n c t i o n i n u s e a t t h e p r e s e n t day i s t h e Le g i o n o f
H on o r , i n s t i t u t e d b y N ap o l e o n i n 1802 . I n 1791 t h e F r e n c h N a t i o n a l A s s emb l y
r e s o l v e d t o e l im i n a t e a l l o rd e r s a n d d e c o ra t i on s o n t h e gr ou n d th a t o n ly
m emb e r s of th e n ob i l i ty w e r e eve r d e c o ra t e d . Bu t t h e A s s emb ly r e s e rv e d
th e r i gh t t o c re a t e a n ew o rd e r , t h e t ok e n o f wh i c h m igh t b e awa rded t o
a nyon e s e rv i n g F ra n c e w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n .

A s F i r s t C on su l o f Fra n c e i t wa s N ap ol e o n wh o i n 1802 i n s t i tu t e d t h e

O rd e r o f t h e L eg i on o f H on o r
,
r e f e r r i n g t o t h e h a l fway g iv e n p r om i s e by

t h e A s s emb ly i n 179 1 . H e advo c a t e d th a t t h e n ew o rd e r s h ou l d b e fo r t h e

du k e an d t h e d rumm e r b oy a l i k e . Th i s s u gge s t i on was r e c e i v e d w i th en thu

siasm
, an d b e fo r e l o ng t h e n ew de c o ra t i o n o f t h e Le gi on o f H on o r wa s s een

o n a l l t h e b a t t l efi e l d s o f Eu r op e . Nap o l e o n h ad a k e e n eye fo r th e p rac t i c a l
s i d e o f t h i n gs . Th e n ew tok e n o f d i s t i n c t i o n wa s e age r l y s ou g h t b y h i s

s o l d i e r s ; th ey wou l d e n du r e a ny h a rd s h i p a n d c ommi t c ou rage ou s d e e d s fo r

t h e s ak e o f w i n n i n g i t . Th e h i s t o ry o f t h e Leg i o n o f H on o r c on ta i n s many
s t i r r i n g examp l e s o f th i s .

Du r i n g th e d i s a s t r ou s r e t r e a t f r om Ru s s i a i n 18 12
,
a Fre n c h a rmy c o rp s

,

wea ry an d s ta rv i n g
,
was t ry i n g t o e ffe c t a c r o s s i n g o f the r i v e r S v olna ,

wh en

su d d e n l y su r r ou nd ed an d a t t a ck e d by t h e Ru s s i a n s . I n t h e m id s t o f t h e

ba t t l e N ap o l e on c a l l e d to one o f h i s a id s t o b r i n g e i gh t e e n c ro s s e s o f th e
Leg i o n o f H on o r . And wh i l e th e c an n o n s t hu n d e r e d a n d th e b a t t l e ra g e d ,
h e h ad Ge n e ra l M a rb a t d e c o ra t e e i gh t e e n o f th e b rav e s t s o ld i e r s . An d ch e e r
i n g , a n d s t i r r e d to gr ea t e r e xe r t i on s , h i s w ea ry s o ld i e r s fou g h t b rav e ly o n .
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I t wa s i n ke ep i ng wi t h Napo l eon
’

s democ ra t i c v i ews t ha t h e s hou ld favo r

t h e non- c ommi s s i o n e d o ffi c e r s and p r iva t e s b e i ng d e c ora t e d wi t h th e n ew
toke n o f va l o r wh en eve r d e s e rved . He kn ew tha t t h e c ro s s mad e th e pa r t i c i

p an t s p rou d an d happy, and th a t i t s t i r r e d th e s e a s we l l a s t h e re s t o f h i s
s o l d i e r s to gr ea t e r de ed s .

H i s s o l d i e r s on t h e o th e r ha n d we r e n o t a fra i d to r emi n d th e Li t t l e

Co rp ora l i f h e s e em i n gly fo rgo t t h em wi th a de c ora t i o n
.
An amus i ng

i n c i de n t i s r e l a t ed f rom Rege n s bu rg , whe r e Napol eon was i n s p e c t i n g some
t r oop s , a n d c on fe r r i ng s ome c ros s e s o f t h e Leg io n of Honor for b rave ry

,

whe n a n ol d gr e nad i e r s t e pp ed ou t f r om th e rank s and d emand ed a c ro s s o f
N ap ol e on .

\Vhat have you don e t o d e s e rv e i t ? ” a sk e d Napo l e on
.

S i r e , r ep l i e d t h e o l d figh t e r, “
i t wa s I w ho gave you a wat e rme l on whe n

you were n ea r ly d ead from th i r s t i n t h e d e s e r t o f J affa .

”

I t han k you aga i n fo r th e favo r, bu t th e fac t a l one tha t you b rough t me

th e f ru i t i s n o t e n ough t o warra n t de c o ra t i n g you
.

”

Bu t t h i s wa s too much fo r th e o l d war r i o r
“

Th en , p e rh ap s , i t c ou n t s for n augh t t ha t I was wound ed fou r t e e n t ime s
a t A rc o l e , a t Lod i , a t Castog loine,

t h e Pyram id s
,

~ S t .
J ea n d

’

Ar c e
,
Aus t e r l i t z

,

F r ied land fi that I h av e fo l l owed you th rough e l ev e n campa ign s , i n I ta ly , i n
Au s t r i a , i n Egyp t, i n P ru s s i a , i n Po l a n d , i n

“

Trat ratera !
”

i n t e r rup t e d th e Emp eror l augh i ngly . H ow you ra t t l e o n

wh e n you ge t s t a r t ed . Bu t you ar e t e l l i ng t h e b e s t pa r t la s t . Thi s i s fa r

b e t t e r th a n t h e wa t e rme l on . I c on fe r o n you th e Kn igh thood o f Fra n c e
w i t h a yea r l y a l l owa n c e o f fra n c s . D oe s t h a t sa tis fy you ?”

I wou l d r a th e r hav e t h e c ro s s .
”

Bu t you ge t b o th , wh en k n i gh t ed .

A kn i gh t ! W ha t d i d h e c ar e abou t th a t ? I t was t h e s o ld i e r’s t ok en of
b rav e ry h e de s i r e d , an d i t t o ok s ome har d exp la n at i on to make t h e old figh t e r
un de r s t and .

M a n y s im i l a r s t or i e s migh t b e c i t e d
,
s h ow i n g Nap ol eo n’s d emoc ra t i c

v i ew s a nd h i s u n d e r s ta nd i ng o f t h e common p eop l e . He k n ew tha t t h e
s o l d i e r wou l d sh ow b rave ry, c omm i t c ou rageou s d e e ds , a n d r i s k h i s l i f e a t
war

,
no t for mon ey

,
bu t for h ono r

,

“ t h e fa i r e s t t r e e i n t h e wood s .

Not many women h ave b e e n de c ora t ed w i t h t h e c ro s s o f th e Legi o n of

Ho n o r
,
an d wh e r e su ch d i s t i n c t i o n h as b e e n con fe r r e d on Fren ch women

,

th e maj or i ty of su c h c a s e s a r e of a comparat i v e ly l a t e da t e . Though Nap ol eon

was qu i t e d emoc ra t i c
,
a n d i n sp i t e o f th e fac t t h a t th e Fre n ch p eop l e a r e

sa i d t o b e t h e mo s t ch iva l r ou s i n th e world
,
t h e fac t s e ems t o hav e b e en

ove r lo oke d th a t women m igh t r e n d e r va lu ab l e s e rv i c e t o t h e s ta t e o r mank i nd

i n gen e ra l

Th e wi dow B ru l o n i s s a i d t o hav e b e e n th e fi r s t woman to h ave b e e n
de co ra t e d w i t h t h e c ro s s o f th e Legi on o f H ono r . Her hu sb and

,
Corp ora l

B ru l on
,
had b e e n k i l l e d , an d h i s w i dow p re s e n t e d h er s e l f t o h i s c ap ta i n ,

s ay i ng
,
My hu sb an d has b e e n k i l l e d . H er e I am to t ak e h i s p l a c e .

”

Sh e was mu s t e r e d i n a s a s o l d i e r , wor e u n i fo rm , an d ros e to t h e rank
o f s e c o n d l i eu t e na n t . As a s e rgea n t

,
a t t h e s i ege o f Cal v i

,
s h e was s ev e r e ly
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wou n d e d
.
Sh e s e rv e d w i t h gr e a t d i s t i n c t i o n

,
an d a t o n e t im e s av e d t h e l i f e

o f a c ap ta i n . B u t n o t u n t i l 185 1 , a t t h e ag e o f 79, was sh e d e c o ra t e d w i t h t h e

c r o s s o f t h e L egi on o f H on o r .

Du r i n g t h e l a t e war
,
wh i c h a t t h i s w r i t i ng happ i ly s e em s t o h av e b e e n

b rou gh t t o an e n d
,
t h e d e c o ra t i o n o f t h e Leg i o n o f H on o r h a s b e e n bu t

sp a r i n g ly d i s t r i bu t e d , n o t b e cau s e t h e r e h a s b e e n any s t i n t i n awa rd i n g

m e r i t o r i ou s d e c o r a t i o n s fo r va l o r
,
bu t r a t h e r b e cau s e t h e n ewly i n s t i t u t e d

“C ro i x d e Gu e r r e ” an d o t h e r t ok e n s o f me r i t h av e t ak e n i t s p l a c e for s e rv i c e s
r en de r e d Fran c e a n d huma n i t y du r i n g th e wa r .

M . SOREN SEN .

F ran ce N ow Pays For Medal s to H er H eroes
Par i s — A l t h ou gh t h e c o s t o f l i v i n g c on t i nu e s t o s oa r , t h e h i gh c os t of

b e i n g a h e ro h a s tak e n a s l ump .

P r em i e r C l em en c e au h a s i s su e d a n o r d e r t h a t t h e s t a t e h e n c e fo r t h wi l l

b e a r t h e c o s t o f t h e me da l s co n f e r r e d u p on h e r o e s a n d r e fu n d to s o l d i e r s

mo n ey p a i d s i n c e t h e b e gi n n i ng o f t h e wa r f o r t h e i r m e da l s .

O r i gi n a l l y s o l d i e r s w e r e c h a rge d ab ou t f o r t h e i r m e da l s ; t h e n i n

N ov emb e r
,
1917 , t h e p r i c e wa s ra i s e d s l igh t l y , ow i ng to th e i n c r e a s e d c o s t

o f r i bb on . La s t J anu a ry th e p r i c e wa s b oo s t e d aga i n t o ab ou t

Medal Commemorat ing the En t ry (P) I n to Par is
O n e o f ou r r e ad e r s s e n d s u s a n i l l u s t ra t i o n o f a m ed a l wh i ch f o rm s an

imp r e s s i v e c ommen ta ry on th e fo l l y o f e x c e s s ive op t i m i sm . I t i l lu s t ra t e s a l s o

th e t e n d e n cy o f th e human m i n d t o t r an s la t e i t s d e s i r e s i n t o b e l i e f s an d r e g a r d
a s a c c omp l i s h e d fa c t s t h e t h i n gs t h a t a r e y e t “o n t h e l ap s o f t h e g od s .

”

Th e m eda l was s t ru c k i n 19 14 t o c e l e b ra t e t h e exp e c t e d t r iumpha l ma r c h

i n t o Pa r i s o f t h e Ge rman a rm i e s . On on e s i d e i s s h own t h e E i ff e l Towe r
a n d th e A r c d e Tr i omph e d e l’E toile wi t h th e da t e s 187 1 - 19 14. O n th e r ev e r s e

s i d e i s a n I ro n C ro s s w i t h t h e im p e r i a l G e rman c rown an d t h e i n i t i a l o f t h e
Empe ro r W i l l i am .

Th e map s w e r e fou n d on th e Ge rman p r i s o n e r wh o
,
too i mp a t i e n t to wa i t

t i l l t h e e n d o f t h e wa r
,
h ad a l r e a dy gi v e n t o th e t own s t h e Ge rman n ame s

wh i c h h e fon d ly h op e d th ey wou l d b ea r i n t h e fu tu r e .

Li fe , h owev e r , i s not t o b e r e ga r d e d a s a ge ome t r i c a l t h e o r em to b e

r i g i d ly d em on s t ra t e d , an d t h e b e s t l a i d p l a n s
“a f t ga n g a g l ey .

Ju dea Cap ta Reversed
A m eda l h a s j u s t b e e n i s s u e d f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n t o ea c h J ew i s h r e c ru i t i n

Pa l e s t i n e . I t i s a n a n c i e n t R oman m ed a l r e ve r s e d . Th e Roman s
,
a lt e r c on

querm g t h e J ew s , s t ru ck a m ed a l s h ow i n g Pa l e s t i n e a s a woma n i n c h a i n s
a b ou t to b e p i e r c e d b y t h e sword o f a R oman s o ld i e r . On th e new meda l

th e sym bo l i sm i s r e ve r s e d . Th e woma n ’s c h a i n s a r e b r ok e n an d th e s ol d i e r
i s ru n n i n g away . The i n s c r i p t i on “Ju d ea D e l i v e r e d " r ev e r s e s t h e m ea n i n g o f
th e insc r ip t ioii on th e Roman m ed a l .
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t h e s t o ry w i l l p r ov e fa r mo r e i n t e r e s t i ng t h a n th i s p a rag rap h , wh i ch s e rv e s a t
b e s t o n l y t o d e s c r ib e c h a ra c t e r-d ev e l opme n t o f t h e fi n e s t typ e , a n d i n a
sma l l way a i d e d a n d e n cou r age d by a b oy’s l ov e o f c o i n c o l l e c t i ng ! Smal l
w on d e r a t t h e marve l ou s r e c o r d o f ou r b oy s i n F r a n c e wh e n s u c h ex amp l e s
a s t h i s b oy a r e do i ng t h e wo rk !

A wh i l e b a ck I wa s i nv i t e d t o v i ew . wha t pu rp or t e d to b e a won de r fu l
c o l l e c t i o n o f c o i n s . H av i ng s e e n many “wond e r fu l c o l l e c t i o n s i n p as t y ea r s
t h rough th e r ep r e s e n ta t i o n s o f f r i e n d s I h a d t h e u su a l sk e p t i ca l m i sg i v i n gs .
B u t o n t h e app o i n t e d ev e n i n g I bu ck l e d up my ov e r c oa t a n d c ou r ag e a n d
r ep a i r e d t o t h e r e s i d e n c e wh i c h h ou s e d t h i s so- ca l l e d g r e a t c o l l e c t i o n . O n

t h e wa l l s o f a r o om wh i ch s e rv e d a s t h e l i v i n g r o om we r e h u ng two f r am e s ,
e a c h con ta i n i ng g r ou p s o f c o i n s emb l ema t i c o f a Un i t e d S t a t e s fl ag a n d s h i e l d .

Th e c o i n s i n t h ems e l v e s w e r e n o th i ng t h a t wou l d h av e me r i t e d a ny mark e d
a t t e n t i o n f r om a c ol l e c t o r . Bu t t h e man n e r o f t h e i r a s s emb l i ng was qu i t e
a n o th e r t h i ng . A b o rd e r o f smal l c o i n s o f u n i fo rm s i z e s e rv e d t o ou t l i n e
t h e fl ag, a n d n i ck e l s o f t h e e a r l y typ e w e r e p l a c e d t o r ep r e s e n t t h e s ta r s .
Th e b a r s w e r e fo rm e d o f l a rge fo r e ign c opp e r p i e c e s o f a n e qua l s i z e a n d
w e r e p l a c e d i n wavy fo rma t i o n . Th e s h i e l d wa s a r range d i n mu ch th e
s am e man n e r , bu t w i t h s i l v e r c o i n s . I was ob l ige d t o r ep r e s s a sm i l e wh e n
th e ge n t l ema n’s b e t t e r h a l f i n fo rm e d m e t h a t s h e wa s i n c on s t a n t f e a r o f
bu rg l a r s s o l o ng a s t h i s bun c h o f m on ey was so t emp t i n gl y a r ra nge d . I qu i t e
ag r e e d w i t h h e r , f o r t h e wh o l e w e r e pu t t oge t h e r w i t h su ch exa c t n i c e ty t h a t
t h ey d i d l ook fa r mo r e va lu ab l e t h a n wa s r e a l ly s o . I n fa c t

,
t h ey we r e wo rk s

o f a r t i n r e sp e c t t o m i nu t e d e t a i l
,
a n d wh i l e t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g i s t ab o o among

s c i e n t ifi c a n d advan c e d c o l l e c t o r s , t h e t h ough t o c cu r r e d t o m e th a t w e a l l

h av e t h e p r i v i l ege o f a r r ang i n g ou r c o i n s a s s u i t s u s b e s t
,
a n d I d on’t kn ow

bu t t h i s i s mu c h b e tt e r th a n h i d i ng t h em from t h e s igh t o f ev e ryon e— an d
don

’

t t h i nk th i s i s n ’t d o n e t o a g r e a t e r ex t e n t t h a n i s ge n e ra l l y kn own .

I am qu i t e i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e v i ew s o f M e h l’s Numi sma t i c M on th l y
,
ex

p r e s s e d e d i t o r i a l l y, an d o t h e r s , t h a t t h e u n fo r tu n a t e c h oo s i n g o f t h e t im e f o r

h ol d i n g o f t h e a n nua l A . N . A . Conv e n t i o n was a n u nhapp y ch an ge .
Had

t h e Co nv e n t i o n b e e n h e l d du r i n g t h e u su a l summe r va c a t i on s e a s o n i t w ou l d

n o t h av e r e su l t e d i n t h e fi a s c o i t d i d . O f c ou r s e
,
n o o n e c ou l d fo r e s e e t h e

e p i d em i c wh i c h rage d w i t h su c h s ev e r i t y i n Ph i l a d e l p h i a
,
bu t I am c onv i n c e d

t h a t a sma l l e r a t t e n dan c e wou l d h av e b e e n a t t ra c t e d a t t h e t im e s e t t h a n

a t an ea r l i e r d a t e , wh en many o f t h e m emb e r s h i p a r e l e s s e ngro s s e d i n t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e bu s i n e s s e s . H ow ev e r , t h i s i s a ma t t e r fo r t h e B oa r d o f Gove r n o r s
a n d mu s t h av e h ad s om e goo d f ea tu r e s t o c omme n d i t

.

Canada Goes Ov er The Top
Can ada h a s gon e ov e r t h e t o p i n h e r gr ea t V i c t o ry Lo an Campa i gn

.
Th e

su b s c r i p t i on s t o t a l e d O f t h i s To ron t o c o n t r ibu t ed
a n d M on t r e a l c ame a c l o s e s e c on d w i th We l l d o n e

,
Can ada

,
we

h ad n o i d e a t h e r e wa s a ny su c h amou n t o f m oney i n t h e D om i n i o n
.
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Su b st i tu tes For Leg al Money Mark Last Days
Of Ge rman Emp i re

Al fr ed G . A n d e rs on
,
a n Amer i c a n wr i t e r wh o smuggl ed i n and out of

Ge rmany a few day s b e fo r e t h e fa l l o f t h e Emp i r e
,
c o n t r i bu te s t h e fo l l owi ng

to th e g e n e ra l p r e s s

G e rma n y i s fl ood ed w i t h fr eak war c o i n s a n d cu r re ncy . Th rough ou t

my s oj ou rn i n B e r l i n I d i d not on c e s e e a p i e c e of go ld
,
s i lv e r or copp e r . Th e

gove rnmen t h a d wi t h drawn a l l r ea l mo n ey from c i r cu l a t i o n .

On my arr iva l i n B e r l i n t h e ca sh i e r a t th e Ka i s e r H ote l ex ch a n ged some’
o f my n eu t ra l mo n ey . The Ge rman b i l l s h e gave me we r e a l l of th e so- ca l l e d
“
dar lch enskassen

” va r i e ty
,
n o t e s i s s u e d by th e s em i -offi c ial war l oan b ank .

O n my fi r s t wa l k i n B e r l i n I e n t e r e d a c i ga r s t or e on Fr i e d r i c h s t ra s s e an d
bough t a package o f c iga r e t t e s . Th e p r i c e wa s one mark .

I gave th e g i r l a fi v e—f ra n c n ot e . Th e change i n c lud e d two o n e -mark
dar lch enskassensch iene,

” s om e odd ly- s hap ed z i n c co i n s a n d a ha n d fu l of

n ea t ly-p r i n t e d s l i p s of va r i ou s s iz e s a nd c ol o rs— re d
,
b lu e

,
gre e n

,
ye l l ow and

p la i n wh i t e .

Like Premium C oupons.

Are th e s e p remium coup on s ?” I a ske d .

Th e gi r l gi ggl e d .

“No
,
s h e s a i d

,

“ t h ey ar e kr ieg sersatzg eld (war sub s t i tu t e money) .

Th e b i l l s we r e i n d en om i n a t i o n s fr om on e to fi f ty p fe n n ig s . Th e l ow es t
e qua l e d a qua r t e r of a c e n t i n Amer i ca n money .

Wh en I s h owed th e b i l l s t o t h e cas h i e r a t th e h o t e l h e s h ook h i s h e ad .

“Tha t gi r l s p ot t e d you , h e sa i d .

“Sh e kn ew you were a n auslaender .

Th es e b i l l s ar e no good i n B e r l i n .

”

He exp la i n e d t h a t ev e ry mun i c i pa l i ty i n t h e Emp i r e exc ep t B e r l i n had

i s su e d l o c a l wa r cu r r en cy i n low d enom i n a t i o n s to supp l an t smal l ch a n ge .

Bu t t h e s e n o t e s
,
h e sa i d

,
ar e o n l y va l i d w i t h i n t h e i s su i n g mun i c i p al i ty .

One Va lued as Curiosity .

Bu t wa i t
,
h e exc l a im ed , a s h e exami n e d my p i l e of wor th l e s s t ags .

Th e gi r l foo l e d h e r s e l f a ft e r a l l .”

H e ex t rac t e d a gray 50—p fe n n i g n ot e f rom th e s t ac k .

“Th i s b i l l h a s b e e n v e rb o t e n by th e imp e r i a l gove rnmen t . I t i s v e ry

ra re . I
’l l g iv e you 5 mark s for i t .”

Th a t wa s t e n t im e s i t s fa c e va l u e . Bu t t h e off e r d i d no t t emp t me . I

de c i d e d t o ke ep i t a s a s ouv e n i r . Th e b i l l h ad b e en i s su ed by th e c i ty o f
N i ed e r la h n s t e i n , Th e ca sh i e r exp la i n ed why i t h ad b e e n supp r e s s e d .

Th e r ev er se side of t h e n o t e wa s made up o f smal l c i r c l e s , each b ea r i ng
t h e i n s c r i p t i o n “Stad t N i e de r l ah n s t e i n

,
I n th e c e n t e r we r e d ep i c t e d a

ham an d s ome tu rn i p s .

Th e i n s c r i p t i o n i n t h e c i r c l e s ab ov e th e s e commod i t i e s d iffe r e d from th e

r e s t . That ab ove t h e h am sa i d
“
Te n d e r l ong i ngs

,
swe e t h op e s , wh i l e t h e

r i ng ab ove t h e tu rn i p s c on ta i n e d th e frank adm i s s i on
,

“Th i s i s h ow we l iv e i n

I t r equ i r e d a magn i fy i n g gl a s s t o d e t ec t th e v e rb o t e n p rank .

I ob t a i n e d a 10- p fe n n i g n o t e from B i e l e fe l d , Bavar i a , wh i ch conveyed th e
i n t e r e s t i n g i n fo rma t i on th a t th i s mu n i c i p a l i ty h ad con sumed pound s

o f tu rn i p s du r i ng t h e w i n t e r o f 1916—1917 . I t a l s o bo r e a p i c tu r e of a tu rn i p

an d th e mot to
,

“Durch hal t e n i s n o t i s t kr ieg sg ebot ( Endu ran c e i n su ffe r i n g
i s a manda t e o f wa r ) .
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The N ew York Num i smat i c C lu b
Th e r egu l a r m e e t i n g o f th e N ew York Num i smat i c C lu b was h e l d a t

K e e n ’s Ch op H ou s e
,
N ew Yo rk

,
Fr i d ay

,
Novemb e r 8 th

,
w i t h th e P r e s i d e n t

,

D r . D . \ 'V . Val e n t i n e , p r e s i d i n g

Th e fo l l ow i ng memb e r s W e r e p r e sen t : M e s s r s . B oyd , B l ak e , B e l de n ,
Bu t l e r

,
Bu rk e

,
Dav i d so n , Fr ey , H eat on , P roskey ,

R i l e y, Swan s on , Smi t h ,
Sa l t e r s

,
Val e n t i n e

,
W oo d , Wyman an d W o rm s e r . M r s . Mor i t z W

'

o rms e r wa s

a gu e s t .

Ou r S e c r e ta ry , M r . T . L . E l d e r
,
a dv i s e d t h e Ex e cu t i v e C ommi t t e e t h a t

h e wou l d b e u n ab l e t o c on t i nu e h i s o ffi c e a s S e c r e t a ry an d Tr e a su r e r . M r

F . C . C . B oyd was ap p o i n t e d a c t i n g S e c r e t a ry—T r e a su r e r by t h e P r e s i d e n t .
Th e su bj e c t f o r t h e ev e n i n g

,
Th e Th r e e I n t e r e s t i n g Co i n s

,
M eda l s o r

Pap e r M on ey i n You r C ol l e c t i o n ,” was th e n i n o r d e r .
M r . M o r i tz W orm ser

’

s exh i b i t w a s a s fo l l ow s :

Th e th r e e p i e c e s s h own h e r e h av e b e e n s e l e c t e d w i t h a v i ew t o t h e n ew s
o f t h e m ome n t a n d th e r e c e n t h i s t o ry o f the W o r l d War . Th e o n ly p e r i o d

o f w or l d h i s t o ry c ompa rab l e t o th e p r e s e n t i s t h a t o f t h e Th i r ty Y e a r s ’ W ar ,

wh en a lmo s t a l l o f Eu rop e wa s i n confi ag rat ion a n d tu rmo i l .

Th e fi r s t c o i n i s a v e ry ra r e dou b l e c rown of Gu s tu s A d o l p hu s
,
t h e r ev e r s e

s h ow in g t h e c oa t o f a rm s o f Sw e d e n , w i th i n a c i r c l e o f s h i e l d s a n d t h e

sma l l da t e “
1633 . Th e obv e r s e s h ow s th e K i n g ga l l op i n g t o th e l e f t

,
a n d

i n t h e b a ckgrou n d a s p i r i t e d ma r t i a l s c e n e ; a wa l l e d an d tu r r e t e d c i ty a n d

an a rmy w i t h c ava l ry a n d a r t i l l e ry ou t s i d e i t s wa l l s
,
p rob ab ly b e s i egi n g i t .

Th e mos t i n t e r e s t i ng f e a tu r e o f th e c o i n i s t h a t i t g iv e s t h e K i ng’s t i t l e s
,
b u t

wa s s t ru c k an d da t e d a ye a r a f t e r h i s d e a t h . Ne i t h e r t h e m i n t n o r t h e a r t i s t

a r e kn own , bu t th e c o i n i s ge n e r a l ly r e ga rd e d a s a m emo r i a l o r m e dal l i c o n e ,
s t ru c k s omewh e r e i n G e rmany by adm i r e r s a n d a dh e r e n t s o f t h e Sw ed i s h
P r o t e s t an t h e ro .

Th e s e c o n d c o i n i s l i k ew i s e i n t e r e s t i n g i n c on n e c t i o n w i t h t h e s am e

p e r i od a n d i n c i d e n t s o f h i s t o ry , b e i n g t h e ex t r eme ly ra r e c r own o f A l ex
Ox e n s t i e r n a , s t ru ck wi t h ou t da t e , ab ou t 1633 . Th i s wa s t h e s h r ewd

,
e n l i gh t

e n e d an d p rogr e s s i v e s t a t e sma n wh om Gu s t avu s Ado l phu s h ad e n t ru s t e d wi t h
t h e d i p l oma t i c d i r e c t i on o f Swed i s h affa i r s

,
an d w ho c on du c t e d th e s h i p o f

s t a t e a s Swed i s h Ch an c e l l o r , o r wha t w e m i gh t c a l l
“S e c r e t a ry o f S ta t e du r i n g

t h e l i fe an d l o ng a ft e r t h e d e a t h o f Gu s t avu s Ado l phu s . Th e c o i n sh ows

Ox e n s t i e r n a
’

s p o r t ra i t on th e obv e r s e a n d gi v e s amon g h i s t i t l e s
,

“B ar on
,

”

“

Kn i g h t ,
” “

Chan c e l l o r , Lega t e i n Ge rmany a n d “D i r e c t o r o f th e P r o t e s t a n t
Con fed e ra t i on ,

”
a l l v e ry s i gn ifi c an t . Th e c o i n i n d i c a t e s t h a t h e mu s t h av e b e e n

awa rd e d th e r i gh t o f c o i n age .

Fi na l ly th e t h i rd c o i n i s a T r i p l e C rown o f Fre d e r i c k
,
Du k e o f B ru n sw i c k

M i dd l e Lunesburg , s t ru ck i n 1647 , wh i c h you w i l l r e c a l l i s th e y e a r p re c e d i n g
th e e nd i n g o f t h e gr e a t d e va s ta t i o n a n d th e P e a c e o f W e s tp h a l i a

,
a t im e

wh e n ev e ryon e mu s t h av e b e e n n e a r t h e p oi n t o f exh au s t i o n a n d h ea r t i l y

s i c k o f unc ea s i n g war fa r e . On th e obve r s e i s s h own the p o r t ra i t o f t h e Duke
,

su r rou n d e d by a c i r c l e o f E s cu t c h e o n s
,
bu t t h e r ev e r s e i s of gre a t e r i n t e r e s t

,

i s i t sh ow s a n i l l u s t ra t i o n of t h e Duk e ’s m ot t o a n d th e s i gn o f the t i m e s
,

“
I’eac e bu i l d s up ,

S t r i fe d e vas t a t e s .

”
I t s h ow s a l a n d s ca p e

,
t h e l e f t -h a nd

o f wh i ch d ep i c t s a s c e n e o f p r o s p e r i ty a s fa rm h ou s e
,
a fl ock o f s h e e p

,
a n d
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C lub
,
t h e su b j e c t , My Ten Yea r s a s V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f t h e N . Y . N . Club .

Th ey fu r th e r s ugge s t e d t h a t t h e C lub s t r i ke a m e da l c ommemo ra t i ng t h e t e n t h
a n n i v e r s a ry o f t h e C lu b . Th e N om i na t i n g C omm i t t e e r ep o r t e d n om i na t i o n s
f o r 19 19 a s f o l l ow s :

P r e s i d e n t : A lb e r t R . Fr e y .

Vi c e -P r e s i d e n t : E l l i o t t Sm i t h .

S ec r e t a ry-Tre a su r e r : F . C . C . B oyd .

Ex e cu t iv e C omm i t t e e : E l l i o t t Sm i t h
, J . M . Swan s on , H owl a n d Woo d

a n d D r . Va l en t i n e .
M e da l l i c A r t Commi t t e e : J . M . Swan s on , E . B e e s l ey, A . H eat on

,
B . L .

B e l d e n
, J . San for d Sa l tu s .

Pub l i c a t i o n Comm i t t e e : Dr . D . Val e n t i n e , H owl an d W oo d an d M or i t z
W o rm s e r .
Memb e rs h i p Comm i t t e e : D . P roskey , Th omas E ld e r , Dud l ey B u t l e r ,

W . Ged ney B ea t ty a n d J oh n R e i l l y , J r .
Mr . J . San fo r d Sa l tu s s p ok e o f t h e m e da l s wh i c h h a d b e e n i s s u e d by t h e

C lub an d c omp l ime n t e d t h e C lu b an d t h e s cu l p t o r
,
M r . J . M . Swan s on

,
on

t h e u n i formi ty o f s i z e a n d de s i gn . M r . Sa l tu s s t a t e d t h a t i t h a d r e c en t l y

c ome t o h i s a t t e n t i o n th a t t h e K i ng o f I t a l y
,
Vi c t o r Emanu e l I I I

,
wa s ou r

fi r s t h on o ra ry m emb e r , a n d th a t h e wou l d sugge s t t h e C lu b s t r ik e a m eda l
to ou r fi r s t h o n ora ry m emb e r a n d t o p r e s e n t h im w i t h o n e i n go l d a n d i f t h e

C lu b favo r e d t h e su gge s t i o n t h a t h e w ou l d b e p l e a s e d t o d e f r ay th e exp en s e

i n mak i n g t h e d i e s a n d wou l d p r e s e n t t h e go l d for the ~

p resen tat ion meda l .

Move d by M r . Sm i t h
,
s e c o n d ed by M r . B e l d e n , t h a t t h e C lub a c c e p t M r . J .

San fo r d Sa l tu s
’

k i n d offe r w i t h a r i s i n g v o t e o f t h an k s . Mot i o n c a r r i e d .

Re gu l a r l y m ove d an d s e c on d e d t h a t a m eda l b e s t ru ck i n go l d a n d p r e s e n t e d
t o ou r fi r s t h o n o ra ry memb e r

,
Vi c t o r Emanu e l I I I

,
i n c ommemora t i o n o f

ou r t e n th a n n i ve r s a ry . M o t i o n c a r r i e d . M r . J . Sa l tu s t h e n i n fo rme d t h e

C lub t h a t ou r m emb e r
,
M r . J . M . Swan s on , wou l d b e t h e d e s i gn e r of t h e

m e da l . Regu l a r ly mov e d an d s e c on d e d th a t t h e Ex e cu t i v e C omm i t t e e b e

o rd e r e d to s t r i k e a m eda l i n c ommem ora t i o n o f t h e t e n t h a n n i v e r s a ry
,
on e

b r on z e m eda l fo r e a ch m emb e r a n d two s i l v e r m e da l s t o b e p r e s e n t e d t o t h e
P r e s i d e n t a n d V i c e—Pr e s i d e n t . Mot i o n c a r r i e d .

M r . D av id s o n th e n exh i b i t e d a p h o t ograp h sh ow i n g th e K i n g o f I t a l y
s h ak i n g h and s w i t h h i s son

, L . H . D av i d s o n . Th e K i n g h ad j u s t d e c o ra t e d
h im w i t h t h e I t a l i a n Va l o r M e da l (M i l i t a r e al Va l o r ) .

Th e P r e s i d en t d i r e c t e d t h e Se c r e ta ry t o s e n d a l e t t e r o f c o n d o l e n c e t o
M r . J . Gut tag a n d M r . Frank Duffi eld

,
ex t e n d ing ou r s ympa th y i n t h e i r

r e c e n t b e r e avem en t . M e e t i n g adj ou r n e d .

F . C . C . BOYD
(A c t i ng ) S e c r e t a ry a n d T r e a su r e r .

Gold And S i lv er
Acc o rd i n g t o th e B u r e au o f t h e M i n t a n d Ge o l og i c a l Su rv ey

,
t h e p r odu c t i o n

of g o l d i n th e Un i t e d S t a t e s an d Ph i l i p p i n e s f o r 19 17 t o t a l e d ou n c e s
,

va l u e d a t aga i n s t i n 19 16.

S il v e r p ro du c t i on amou n t e d t o ou n c e s
,
val u ed a t

The p rodu c t i o n fe l l ou n c e s u n d e r 19 16 figu r e s .
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ARMY AND NAVY DEVICES

Exh ib ited by the Amer ican Num ismat ic Soc iety
D ev i c e s W o r n by M en of Al l Rank s M ad e Pl a i n to C i v i l i an—Se rv i c e S t r i p e s

a n d O t h e r M ark i ngs .
A n exh i b i t i o n of d ev i c e s , i n s i gn i a , a n d i d e n t i fi ca t i o n mark s on th e u n i fo rms

on t h e U n i t e d S ta t e s A rmy . N a v y a n d M a r i n e Corp s i s b e i n g h e l d by th e
Ame ri ca n Numi smat i c Soc i e ty on B roadway

,
b e twe en 15 5 th a n d 156th s t r e e t s ,

New York .

Th e g row t h of our a rm ed forc e s w i t h t h e i r ma n y rami fi ca t i o n s h a s b roug h t
many n ew ma rk i n gs d e n ot i ng th e d i ff e re n t rank s a n d b ra n ch e s of t h e serv i c e .

I n p eac e t ime s th e ge n e ra l pu b l i c d id n o t b oth e r to l e a r n ev e n th e ord i n a ry
d ev i c e s i n d i c a t i ng ra nk o r t h e d i ff e re n t b ran ch e s of t h e a rmy and navy

s e rv i c e s . M a ny p e r so n s c anno t t e l l a fi r st - c l a s s p r iva t e from a fi e l d c l e rk
or t h e l a t t e r f r om a commi s s i o n ed o ffi c e r

.

Th e exh i b i t i o n i s p r imar i ly to ac qua i n t p e op l e w i th a l l t h e s e d i s t i n c t i v e
mark s . I t i s n ot n e c e s sa ry to s h ow th e e n t i r e u n i fo rm . Th e hat s or ha t

c o rd s , a n d th e c o l la r , s h ou l d e r , a n d s l e eve orname n t s fo rm th e ch i e f d ev i c e
for i d en t i fi ca t i o n , a n d a l l of t h e s e d e t a i l s a r e sh ow n wi th exp la n a t ory l ab e l s .

A few mi n u t e s a t th e exh i b i t i o n su ffi c e s to sh ow two u n de r ly i n g p r i n c i p l e s
s epa ra t i n g th e i n s i g n i a a n d u n i fo rms o f t h e a rmy from th o s e i n th e n avy

.

Eve ry th i n g p e r ta i n i ng to t he l a n d fo rc e s i s du l l a n d somb e r of hu e,t h e obj e c t
b e i ng t o mak e th em i n c o n s p i cu ou s . The n avy

,
on th e o th e r hand

,
d oe s not

hav e to c on s i d e r d e f e n s i ve c o lo ra t i o n i n t h e u n i form o f i t s m en . Th e sh i p i s

t h e ta rge t . Co n s e qu en t ly , th e o l d navy b lu e or dazz l i n g wh i t e
,
wi th th e

grad e ma rk i n gs o f go l d and red
,
p r e dom i n a t e w i th ou r s e a figh t e rs .
In the N avy .

I n one exh i b i t i o n a re va r i ou s cap s and s l e ev e mark i n gs of th e o ffi c e r s
o f t h e navy . O the r ca s e s s h ow th e col l a r a n d shou l d e r i n s i g n i a

, p o i n t i ng

ou t t h e d iff e re n c e b e twe e n a l i n e o ffi c e r an d a s taff offi c e r
,
so t ha t one can

ea s i ly d i s t i n g u i s h t h e n av iga t i n g o ffi c e r of a sh i p from th e payma st e r or th e
su rgeon . Th e d ev i c e s wo rn by th e en l i s t e d men ar e s h own i n de ta i l

,
so th a t

t h e me r e s t n ovi c e may t e l l a ma s t e r -at—arm s fr om a cox swai n .
Th e M a r i n e Corp s gr oup i s a n a t t ra c t i v e one . The va r i ou s cap s

,
symbol s

,

an d d ev i c e s a r e a l l o n v i ew , whe th e r o f t h e sh i p mar i n e w i th h i s b lu e u n i fo rm

or t h e sh o re mar i n e c la d i n h i s p i c tu r e squ e fo re s t ry gr e e n .

The o l i v e d rab o f th e a rmy occup i e s t h e mo s t s pa c e . Ove rs ea s c ap s ,
s l e ev e mark i ngs , an d co l l a r d ev i c e s of th e o ffi c e r an d e n l i s t e d ma n ar e d is
p l ay ed in t h e i r c omp l e t e n e s s . He re a r e th e d ev i c e s of th e Tank Corp s , who

t r ea t ’em rough .

” Th e Ch em i ca l C orp s i s d i s t i ngu i sh e d f rom o th e r s by a

d ev i c e s h owi n g a b e n zo l r i n g wi t h two c ro s s e d re t o r t s . Av iat o r s . ob s e r v e r s ,
an d p i l o t s a l s o h av e th e i r d i s t i n c t i v e i n s i gn i a . Th e ch ev ron s of th e e n l i s t ed

men do not app ea r e s p e c i a l l y b r i gh t , bu t an o th e r c a s e sh ow in g th e var i

c o l o r e d h at c o rd s mak e s up fo r a n y sob e rn e s s i n t h i s re sp e c t .
Th i s wa r h as b r ough t i n t o ex i s t e n c e o rgan i z a t i o n s th a t n ev e r ex i s t e d

b e fo r e . Her e t o fo r e i f a n y ch em i ca l wo rk wa s d e s i r e d , a sp e c i a l o ffi ce r f rom
th e l i n e wou l d b e d e ta i l e d for su c h work ; n ow th e d eman d for th em i s on su ch

a l a rge s ca l e t h a t s pe c i a l o rga n i z a t i on s a n d u n i t s a r e fo rmed . M ach i n e g un
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d e t ac hm en t s w ea r a h a t c o r d p a r t i n fa n t ry a n d p a r t a r t i l l e ry ; t h a t i s t o s ay ,
th e i n fan t ry b l u e h a t c o r d i s u s e d w i t h t h e a c o rn s c o l o r e d r e d

,
th e

'

ar t illery

c o l o r .

Th e b ra s s a rd s or a rm b an d s wor n by s p e c i a l o rgan i z a t i o n s su c h a s t e l e

p h on e g i r l s in f o r e i gn s e rv i c e
,
s t r e t ch e r b ea r e r s

,
t r e n c h c l ean e r s an d m i l i t a ry

p o l i c e a l s o h e l p t o g iv e a t ou ch o f c o l o r t o t h e exh ib i t i o n .

The Serv i ce S t r ipe .

Any s o ld i e r who h a s s e rv e d six mon th s o r mo r e i n t h e wa r z on e i s

e n t i t l e d t o w e a r a gol d V - s t r i p e d ch ev r o n on th e l e f t s l e ev e . I f h e h a s s e rv e d
l e s s t h a n t h a t p e r i o d h e w e ar s a b lu e V - s t r i p e d ch ev ro n on th e s am e s l e e v e .

A wou nd e d s o l d i e r i s e n t i t l e d t o w ea r a g o l d V - s t r i p e d ch ev r o n o n h i s

r i gh t s l e e v e . I f h e r e c ov e r s a n d r e tu r n s t o t h e b a t t l e l i n e a n d i s wou n d e d
o r ga s s e d a s e c on d t im e

,
n e c e s s i t a t i n g a s t ay i n h o s p i t a l , h e c an wea r two

go l d V- s t r i p e d ch ev ron s o n his r igh t s l e ev e . Und e r t h e . r e gu l a t i o n s , h e

c a n wea r go l d ch ev ro n s o n h i s r i gh t s l e ev e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e numb e r
o f t im e s h e i s w ou n d e d o r taken t o h o sp i t a l . O f cou r s e

,
i f a s o l d i e r i s

s t ru c k by s h rap n e l a n d ge t s e i gh t e e n o r tw e n ty woun d s a t o n e t im e
,
h e

i s on ly e n t i t l e d t o w ea r o n e g o l d V
- s t r i p e d c h ev r o n o n h i s r i gh t s l e e v e .

A d ev i c e d esg inat ing ge n e ra l s h a s b e e n r ev i v e d , s h owi ng t h e r a nk o f
ge n e ra l s o n th e i r ov e r c oa t s l e e ve s . A b r i ga d i e r -ge n e r a l w ea r s o n e go l d
s t a r on s l e ev e s o f h i s ov e r c oa t

,
a maj o r -gen e ra l tw o s t a r s

,
a l i eu t e n an t

ge n e r a l t h r e e s t a r s
,
a n d a ge n e ra l f ou r s t a r s . So th a t G e n e r a l P e r s h i ng

n ow wear s fou r s t a r s o n th e s l e ev e s of h i s ov e r c oa t
,
a n d i s t h e fi r s t ge n e r a l

s i n c e Ge n e ra l Gran t
’
s t im e t o do s o .

A l l o ffi c e r s s e rv i n g ab oa r d s h i p s c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e Sh i p p i ng B oa r d
h ave a d i s t i n c t i v e i n s i gn i a o f t h e i r own

,
gi l t a n c h o r s d e n o t i ng d e c k o ffi c e r s

a n d g i l t t h r e e - b l ad e d p r op e l l o r s d e n o t i n g e n gi n e e r o ffi c e r s .

O ffi c e r s o n s h i p s op e ra t i n g i n t h e a rmy t r a n s p o r t s e rv i c e w ea r p r a e
t i c a l ly t h e s am e mark s a s t h o s e ab o ar d sh i p s c o n t ro l l e d b y t h e Sh i p p i ng
B oa rd , on ly wi t h t h e add i t i o n o f t h e l e t t e r s “A . T . S . a t t a ch e d .

A fu l l l ine o f in s i gn i a wo r n by th e va r i ou s aux i l i a r i e s i n wa r s e rv i c e i s

a l s o s h own
,
a n d o n e o f t h e mo s t i n t e r e s t ing i n t h e c ol l e c t i o n i s t h a t wo rn

by m emb e r s o f t h e Sa lva t i o n A rmy . Th e Y . M . C . A .
,
K n i gh t s o f C o lumbu s

,

a n d H eb r ew W e l fa r e W o rk e r s i n s i gn i a a l s o f o rm an i n t e r e s t i ng g r ou p .

Th e r ew a r d s g i ve n t o our
'

m en
,
s u c h a s t h e M eda l o f H ono r

,
t h e n ew

D i s t i n gu i s h e d S e rv i c e C ro s s
,
a s w el l a s t h e v ar i ou s campa i gn b adge s

,
w i t h

th e i r b r igh t—c o l o r e d r i b b on s
,
are a l l o n v i ew

,
wh i l e t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f fo r e ign

o rd e r s a n d d e c o ra t i o n s a r e sh own i n gl a s s c a s e s . H e r e on e c an s e e th e

B r i t i s h O rd e r of t h e B a th a n d t h e O rd e r of t h e Ga r t e r a s r e c e n t l y c on fe r r ed
o n s om e of ou r a rmy an d n avy o ffi c e r s s e rv i n g ab road .

Ch icag o Num i smat i c A s sociat ion
Th e Novemb e r m e e t i n g o f B ran ch O n e

,
A . N . A . ,

wa s h e l d a t t h e H o t e l

Sh e rman , Ch i c ago , Fr i day ev en i n g , Novemb e r 8, a t e i gh t o ’c l o ck . Th e fo l l ow
i n g w e r e p r e s e n t : M e s s r s . Kel ly

,
Dunh am

,
Le on

,
H inc k l ey , B oye r , Law l e s s ,

De Cou
,
W’

i l s o n a n d D av i s .

M r . D av i s r e ad a pap e r o n Th e C i rcu l a t i n g M e d i um o f th e C iv i l War

Pe r i od , wh i c h b rou g h t out c on s i d e r ab l e d i s cu s s i o n .
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Exh i b i t s w e r e a s fo l l ow s : By M r . G i l l e t t e : 1863 go l d d o l l a r u n c i r cu l a t e d ,
fo l l ow i ng p a t t e r n s n umb e r e d by Adam s—Wood i n 6 h a l f—do l l a r s , Nos . 733 ,
744

,
902

,
908

,
922

,
928

,
2 Quar t e r s N o s . 754

,
766

,
6 D ime s N o s . 774, 775 , 780,

78 1 , 786, 787 . A l l b e i ng i n b eau t i fu l p r o o f c o n d i t i o n . 1799 Ce n t , fi n e . Ch r i s

t op hu s Co lumbu s an d Co lumb i a M e da l da t e d O c t . l t
,
1892

,
i s su e d for t h e

Ch i c ago Fa i r c ommemo ra t i n g the . four h un d r e d t h an n i v e r s a ry o f t h e d i s

cov ery o f Ame r i c a by Co lumb u s , s i z e 65 , l igh t b r on z e p r oo f . B y M r . L . G .

Ambe rg
,
1796 Ha l f D o l l a r i n fi n e c on d i t i o n .

M e e t i n g adj ou r n e d t o Tu e s day
,
Novemb e r 19 t h , 1918 .

W . H . AM B ERG
,
S e c r e t a ry .

Sp ring f ie l d Coin C lu b
Th e s i x ty- n i n t h m e e t i n g o f t h e Sp r i ngfi e l d C o i n C lu b wa s h e l d i n t h e

r o oms o f t h e Sp r i n gfi e l d Chamb e r o f C omm e rc e
, W e d n e s d ay ev e n i n g , N o

v ember 13 t h , w i t h P r e s i d e n t Fraz i e r i n t h e ch a i r . Memb e r s p r e s e n t : D e S t .
Gu ay

,
Conve r s e

,
F r az i e r

,
M o r s e

,
O l i v e r

,
P r ev os t

,
S t o n e an d Mo r r i s . V i s i t o r

,

E lwe l l .

Th e m i n u t e s o f t h e S ep t emb e r m e e t i ng we r e r e a d an d ap p rov e d
,
a f t e r

wh i c h th e Tr e a su r e r’s r ep o r t wa s r e c e i v e d . A n n oun c eme n t wa s mad e th a t
w e we r e not a l l ow e d t o h o l d t h e O c t ob e r me e t i ng b e c au s e o f t h e p r eva l e n c e
o f t h e e p i d em i c .

I t wa s mov e d by S t on e t h a t i n c a s e o f t h e d e a th i n t h e fam i ly o f a

m emb e r o f t h e C lub t h a t t h e Gove r n i ng B oa r d u s e t h e i r j u dgmen t ab ou t
buy i n g fl owe r s . Mot i o n c a r r i e d .

D e ep r e gr e t s w e r e exp r e s s e d a t t h e r ep o r t o f t h e d e a t h of t h e so n o f ou r

f e l l ow—memb e r , Mr . Opp e n h e im e r , wh o was i n t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s N avy an d

wh o d i e d a f t e r a p r o t ra c t e d i l l n e s s
.

Up on mo t i o n by S t on e i t wa s move d th a t a l e t t e r o f c o nd o l e n c e b e s e n t
t o M r . Frank G . Duffi eld

, t h e e d i t o r o f t h e Num i sma t i s t , b e c au s e o f t h e d e
'a t h

o f h i s dau gh t e r a n d s on - in- l aw .

I t wa s move d by S t on e th a t t h r e e memb e r s b e app o i n t e d on a c omm i t t e e
o f a r ra n gem en t fo r th e an nua l m e e t i n g o f th e A . N . A . i n S p r i n gfi e l d o n

D e c emb e r 1 1 th . Mot i o n c a r r i e d
,
an d th e P r e s i d e n t ap p o i n t e d a l l P a s t P r e s i

d e n t s , i . e .

,
M es s r s . Pr evo s t , O l i v e r , an d P on d .

I t w as m ov e d by O l i v e r t h a t a su i t ab l e l e t t e r a n d fl ow e r s b e s e n t ou r
e s t e em e d ex -P r e s i d e n t , M r . P r e s t o n Po n d , who was r e p o r t e d to b e r e c ov e r i n g
f r om a s e r i ou s i l l n e s s . M o t i o n c a r r i e d .

I t wa s mov e d by S t o n e t h a t a n om i n a t i n g c ommi t t e e b e ap p o i n t e d t o
b r i ng i n n omi nat i o n s fo r o ffi c e r s f o r n ex t y e a r . Sa i d n om i n a t i on s to b e

p r e s en t e d a t t h e J a nu a ry m e e t i n g . Mot i o n c a r r i e d
,
a n d th e P r e s i d e n t ap

po i n t e d a l l Pa s t P r e s i d e n t , i . e .

,
P r ev o s t

,
O l i v e r an d Pon d

.

Th e e n t e r t a i nm e n t o f th e e v e n i n g c on s i s t e d o f a n i n t e r e s t i n g e xh i b i t i o n
,

by ou r fe l l ow -memb e r , M r . S to n e , o f s i eg e c o i n s , a f t e r wh i c h M r . S t on e

p r e s e n t ed a c o n t e s t o n Ame r i ca n co i n s . Th e th r e e h i g h e s t s c o r e s b e i n g mad e
by M o r r i s 70, O l iv e r 66 an d Co n v e r s e 63 . A vo t e o f th a nk s wa s g i v e n M r

.

S t o n e for th e e n t e r t a i nm e n t
,
wh i c h wa s m u ch app r e c i a t e d

.

Th e me e t i n g th e n a dj ou r n e d u n t i l t h e s e c o n d Wedn e s day i n D e c emb e r
w i t h th e A . N . A .

A . W . MORR I S
,
S e c r e ta ry

.
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W ith The Ed itor

Presi dent Wi lson Get s a Gold Medal .
B e fo re l eav i n g W’

ash i n gt on for Fra n c e , offi c i a l s of th e I n dep e nd en t O r de r
of B

’
nai B

’

r i t h p r e s en t e d to Pr e s i de n t \\7 i l s on th e gol d m edal awarded h im by
th e so c i e ty l a s t O c t ob e r a s th e man who had r e nd e r ed th e mos t d i s t i ngu i sh e d
s e rv i c e to huma n i ty du r i n g th e pa s t yea r .

Du r i n g h i s t rave l s i n Eu rop e
,
th e P re s i d e n t w i l l doub t l e s s r e c e i v e many

meda l s , an d w i l l h av e a mos t va luab l e an d h i s t or i c a l co l l e c t i o n to b r i n g
wi t h h im wh e n h e r e tu rn s to th is cou n t ry .

Hun l\floney Banned i n France .

Th e Fr e nch Gove rnmen t h a s i s su e d a de c r e e p roh i b i t i n g th e imp or ta t i on
o f Ge rman bank n ot e s , c o i n s , or a n y o th e r mo n e t ary med ium i n t o Fran c e .

S i r Arthur Currie Get s a Medal .
B e fo r e l e av i ng M on s , wh i c h th e Ca n ad i a n s cap tu re d j u s t b e fo r e t h e

a rm i s t i c e wa s s i gn e d
,
Sir Ar thu r Cu r r i e

,
th e c omma n de r of th e Canad i a n

Corp s , was p re s e n t e d by th e c i ty wi t h a m eda l i n go ld spe c i a l ly s t ruck i n h i s

h on o r an d i n s c r i b e d a s a s ouv e n i r of t h e l i b e ra t i o n of t h e c i ty by t h e Cana
d i a n Corp s . Rep l i c a s w i l l b e d i s t r i bu t ed among th e t roop s who par t i c i p a t ed .

Ten N ew Nat ions—Ten N ew S isters.

Th e U n i t e d S t a t e s ha s t en n ew l i t t l e s i s t e r s— an d wi l l b e exp e c t e d t o

a c t a s a b i g s i s t e r t oward s t h em
,
and sh e may have h e r h an d s fu l l . I t i s

s a i d t h a t a t l ea s t t e n n ew S t a t e s w i l l b e r ep re s e n t e d i n t h e d ip lomat i c c i r c l e s

of t h e p r i n c i p a l gove rnme n t s of th e wor l d wh en p eac e i s mad e p e rma n e n t .
Th r e e more w i l l b e add ed to t h e t e n i f B avar i a

,
Wur temberg and ~ Saxony

e s tab l i s h s ep a ra t e gove rnme n t s . Th e t e n n ow a s su r e d a s a r e su l t of t h e

war a r e : Hunga ry
,
Po l an d

,
L i t hu an i a

,
E s th on i a

,
Livon i a

,
Fi n l a n d

,
Czecho

S l ovak i a
,
Jugo - S l av i a , Armen i a an d t h e Uk ra i n e .

Th e s e n ew S t a t e s w i l l d oub t l e s s e ach h av e i t s own nat i ona l co i nage .

,
As

th e i r h an d s a r e n o t t i e d w i t h t rad i t i on a n d r e d t ap e
,
we may look fo rward

to some i n t e r e s t i n g typ e s .


